April 2017

Planting Oaks of Righteousness
Its summer time!
Go indulge in your bean, jello, ube potato, sweetened condensed milk, crushed ice halo-halo; swim in the
sparkling ocean from the early hours till late; dance hard to the pumping music from 6am until dark; eat the
indian sour mangoes dipped in salt to cool you down and wear long sleeves or scarves when you’re out to
protect yourself from the burning sun…. Yep folks summer time is here and will last till June!!!
John 13: 1b , 4-5 “Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end……..so

he got up from the meal, took off his outer cloak and wrapped a towel around his waist. After
that he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the
towel that was wrapped around him.”
God has told me that I am in a season of service, just to focus on loving and serving people well. It is a time
of putting on my towel, grabbing a bowl of water and washing the feet of those around me.
The Lord has blessed me with an education and his gift of teaching so what better way to serve and love on
my community than teaching the kids? :)
Here is an overview of the classes that I am teaching this summer:
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I am a shepherd as I go around before class and herd up the little lambs every Tuesday morning. I come
back to my house after going around the community with a group of around 30 littles ranging from 4-6. For
this class we spend the first half hour doing a read aloud, working on the alphabet and numbers. The second half is play time with blocks, puzzles and books. Some kids however chose to keep learning and want
me to quiz them on the alphabet, numbers and shapes! This is also a great time to bless some of the “mga
manang” (meaning older sisters) that take care of their little sibling all day. One manang was so thankful to
have something for her little cousins to do since she is the care taker for them since their mom died last
month. Please pray for these littles to learn but also find the healing presence of Jesus here.
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This class is with kids 10 and older and we are working on writing books! Many of our kids here have great
imagination and ideas for stories but they have very little to no books in their home language of Hiligaynon.
These kids are learning the process of writing a book and illustrating it!
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I am continuing to tutor Kle but have also added his younger brother Jimmy and another 10 year old boy
Chris to my tutoring times. I love this special time of one-on-one with kids. I am working with Chris on reading and we just read the story of Jesus together. It was fun to get to discuss this story with him after he read
it as his family is not believers yet. Prayers for these boys to catch up on their grade levels over the summer
so they can go back to school ready for their next grade!
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I am traveling on the back of Catie’s motorcycle through rice fields for an hour to a half hour boat ride with a
boat the size of a canoe that fits 6 of us to then arrive at the remote island of Polopiña. There I will be teaching 2 English classes to 3rd-6th graders. They were of course VERY shy their first class, but were all waiting at
the school for me when I got there. This island has no electricity so people just hang out together, the kids
are THRILLED to have a class for them this summer!
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Every Saturday morning I have a few of my 12 year old neighbors come over and they practice worship for
Kingdom Kids. They play piano, beat box, sing and create actions for the songs and then one kid leads that
group in prayer after worship. What fun to see these kids step up and lead! For Kingdom Kids we also have a
memory verse and a story from the bible. We probably had around 50 kids from the community come to our
first Kingdom Kids!
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I am continuing on with Book Club for the summer with the 8-12 year olds. They just earned a special treat
after Book Club for taking care of the books and keeping the library clean so a couple of girls from Book Club
baked cookies with me for the class. One of the girls, who wants to be a baker when she grows up, bought a
notebook to have me write down all the recipes of things we have baked together. I just need to provide the
ingredients and oven and she bakes it all by herself now!

God is SO good and I am excited to see the fruits he will be bringing in during this harvest time of summer
before I leave. Attached to this newsletter is the letter about how to discontinue your support to TeachBeyond. My flight back to America leaves on July 9th. I would love to meet up with you or share at your church
about all the amazing things God has done!

May you be filled with the simple love of Jesus today.

His-

Nicolette Benoit

