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President’s Message 
 I can’t hear it, then someone shouts “Turn It Up.” How would you 
react? Usually that means that there is something exciting happening you 
want to hear or have enjoyed listening to, on the television, radio or 
computer. I remember reacting to music in college that way. If I liked the 
music, I turned it up so everyone could hear it, but as I have grown older I 
realize this may be offensive to others. Today it could be music, someone’s 
good words, or our own minister speaking. If it is good or we enjoy it and 
want to hear it clearly, we “TURN IT UP! 

 As a child, I remember how hard it was to stay focused on a speaker 

or reading for a long period of time. But as time has passed, I learned how 
to focus my mind and thoughts on one subject. Sometimes a quiet 
atmosphere helps, so as to eliminate distraction. Other times looking at a 
focal point allows me to concentrate better.  When we are focused, we 
become better listeners, a tool we learned to use at a young age. Listening 
stimulates thinking about an idea or thought. The Word of God have been 
passed from generation to generation through stories written in the Bible. 
These were often told from one person to another and we listened to them 
or read them. In Proverbs 1 vs 33, “The Lord says whoever listens to me, will 
dwell safely. And will be secure, without the fear of evil.” 

 To hear the Word of the Lord means we have listened to Him. We 

often react to listening through facial expressions, by shouting, jumping for 
joy, or throwing confetti, and this then alerts those around us about how we 
feel.  We can convey our feelings by reacting.  When we assemble in groups, 
We then hear how a crowd reacts.  If it is a sports game, we hear cheers, 
clapping, or the sounds of defeat - just silence.  Groups assembling can also 
motivate us to react or move together.
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UMW Vision 

Turning  

faith,  

hope  

and  

love 

 into 

 action  

on  

behalf  

of  

women,  

children  

and  

youth  

around  

the world.

 As we gather together for Assembly in May of 2022, we hope to hear 
laughter, voices of friendly women chatting, and messages from notable 
speakers about our mission. I am sure this gathering will fill our souls. Psalm 66 
vs 16 & 19 help us be mindful of the news of the Lord. “Come and hear all you 
who fear God. And I will declare what he has done for my soul. Certainly God 
has heard me. He has attended to the voice of my prayer.” 

 His spirit will fill us as we commit to the challenges and together find the 
comfort and strength to move forward, building new ways for faith-filled women 
to make a difference. If we listen, we will hear his words and reasons why we 
need to  TURN IT UP  together. Take on this challenge and be part of Assembly 
in May 2022.  Register and join the United Methodist Women from all over the 
world and worship with sisters as celebrate the positive impact women create 
around the world.   JOIN us at ASSEMBLY in Orlando, Florida.  

Go to www.assembly2022.org  to register.    

Marcia L Adamczyk    President 
North Coast District United Methodist Women  

 adamczykmarcia@yahoo.com  

CALENDAR  FOR NORTH COAST DISTRICT UMW 2022   

January - June 

Jan 15       District UMW Leadership Training     Bay UMC 
            Speaker:   Pastor Mar Bruner, leadership & empowerment 

Mar  19     Spring District UMW Meeting   West Side Community House    
         Speaker:  Rachelle Milner, Family Services Director, WSCH 

April 17      Easter Sunday 

April 24     Suggested UMW Sunday for churches 

May 20 - 22  Assembly for All UMW Women  
             Orlando, Florida   

Sept 17 Fall District Meeting    TBA 

All events are subject to change- if the Covid virus ramps upward again.

http://www.assembly2022.org
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UMW Purpose 

The organized unit 

of United 

Methodist Women 

shall be a 

community  

of women  

whose purpose  

is to  

know God  

and  

to experience 

freedom  

as whole persons 

through  

Jesus Christ;  

to develop a 

creative, 

supportive 

fellowship;  

and to  

expand concepts 

of mission  

through 

participation in the 

global ministries 

of the church.

Vice President Note 
Dear Sisters, 

 New members and long-time members of UMW always find it good to 
be informed and review information regarding UMW affiliations. One such 
organization is Cleveland’s West Side Community House that has been a part 
of the fabric of the community since 1890. It was originally known as the 
Methodist Deaconess Home of Cleveland.  The organization has operated as a 
private nonsectarian social service agency since 1964 and is owned and 
operated by a board of managers. 

 The goal of WSCH is to meet the needs of people in the community by 
providing a variety of model programs and services for children, families, and 
older adults. The organization provides services to all social, racial, ethnic, and 
income groups, and specifically seeks to assist people who are most at-risk. 
Further, WSCH seeks to strengthen families by providing opportunities for 
them to learn and grow. In this manner, the agency supports independent 
living, encourages self-sufficiency and attempts to “renew the life spirit”. 

 The WSCH states that their mission is transforming lives in the west side 
community. The agency’s hope is that people will be transformed in “mind, 
body, and spirit” and find it within themselves to give back to their community 
by caring for their neighbors.  

 During the pandemic, WSCH has continued to provide much needed 
services. They have distributed upwards of one hundred fifty meals in one day, 
sponsored a Children’s Winter Coat Drive-Thru Giveaway and established an 
after-school program for girls ages 10-18. It is quite evident that the 
organization strives to espouse and teach the ideals of the UMW Statement of 
Purpose.  

 As many of you are aware, when we have our Fall and Spring 
Conferences, we have a collection and a portion of the proceeds are donated 
to WSCH. Some of our local units generously donate to them as well.  We are  
planning in 2022 to have the WSCH director Rachelle Milner as a guest 
speaker. 

 We are looking forward to 2022 and planning programs that will inspire 
and renew our faith. Please contact me if you have suggestions for speakers. 
Above all have a blessed Christmas season and enjoy family and friends 
whether you gather in-person, Face Time or Zoom. 

Blessings,  
Barbara Murphy Vice President
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Living the Vision 

We  

provide 

opportuniies 

and  

resources 

to  

grow 

spiritually, 

become 

more  

deeply  

rooted 

In 

Christ 

and 

put 

faith  

into  

action. 

Treasurer’s Report 
End of Year Treasure Deadlines: 
The North Coast District has collected around $10,500 of our $35,000 five star 
district pledge as of the end of October of 2021. Thank you for your unit’s 
support of UMW missions. 

Treasurers please make sure that your unit’s year end remittances (2021 giving) 
and pin orders are mailed to me at the address below by December 1.  

  Please make all checks out to: “North Coast District UMW”. 

Checks received too late in the year will be held until after the first of the year 

for deposit and count toward your 2022 giving instead.  

2022 Treasurer Information/Outgoing Treasurers: 
I plan to mail out the 2022 treasurer forms to unit treasurers at the end of 
2021 along with a copy of your 2021 giving statements. If you are turning over 
your duties to someone else at the end of 2021, please contact me with the 
name, address, phone number, and e-mail of your new treasurer so that our 
records are current and forms go to the correct person. 

Have a blessed Christmas! 
Becky Riddlebaugh 

NCDUMWtreasurerBecky@gmail.com 
6899 Warrington Drive 

North Olmsted, OH  44070-5056 
440-235-0211 

~~~~~ 

NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

I would like to thank each and every church that has sent in your pledge to 
Becky Riddlebaugh, District Treasurer. We know that the last 2 years have put 
burdens on all of us. We have all been through unusual times, and we may not 
know how we are going to keep up with our expected goals. Most of us have 
found ways to be creative and worked around the barriers. But if you have not 
yet completed gathering your pledge money, please do so and send it in as 
soon as possible. The giving this year is significantly below our expected 
pledge for the North Coast District. Please remind everyone that we need to 
get back on track support our cause. Let us show other districts that the North 
Coast District is doing well despite the barriers.  Even if you cannot meet your 
goal 100%, it is not too late to send in what you have collected.  

Thank you,   Marcia Adamczyk  President

mailto:NCDUMWtreasurerBecky@gmail.com


Volume 2021  Issue 4 November 2021

 

THE BEACON Newsletter                    North Coast District UMW   5

Secretary 

Ladies, it was great seeing many of you at the Zoom Fall District Meeting in 
September!  While we may not be able to meet face-to-face, Zoom gives a great 
alternative to see each other in fellowship.  We will continue Zoom meetings for 
the near future until we are able to be together again. 
Currently, I am compiling the Unit Officer List and I need your help.  Please make 
sure that your Unit Officer Form is completed and submitted to me by January 
15th.  Also, if there are any changes that occur during the year, please pass them 
along to me as they happen. We want to ensure that we have the correct 
contacts for your Unit which will allow us to distribute information appropriately.  
I also ask that you verify the accuracy of the information being submitted as well 
as making it legible.  A copy of the form is included with this Beacon for your 
use.  

Please be aware of the form each Unit must complete and submit to the District 
each year. 

The completion of these forms will help us to recognize the Unit’s 
accomplishments in the Spring.  Please let me know if you have any questions on 
how to find or complete the forms. 
Looking forward to seeing you and as many Secretaries as possible during our 
training in January.  

Blessings, 
Dana Williams 

Danad921@yahoo.com 
216-513-0624 

Living the Vision 

We 

are 

organized 

for 

growth, 

with 

flexible 

structures 

leading 

to 

effective 

witness 

and 

action. 

Form Unit Role Responsibility

Unit Officer Form Secretary

Census Form (can be done online) Membership

 Mission Today Unit Goal Form Educa=on & Interpreta=on

Reading Comple=on List Form Program Resources

mailto:Danad921@yahoo.com
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Living the Vision 

We 

equip 

women 

and  

girls 

around 

the  

world 

to 

be 

leaders 

in 

communities, 

agencies, 

workplaces, 

governments 

and 

churches. 

Social Action 
Love bears  all things and we are the Esthers who bear  

whatever it takes for those outside the gate. 

The 2016 UM Book of Resolutions states,  
“God is calling each of us to respond …and we cannot hope  

to transform the world until we change our way of being in it.” 

Creation Justice TIPS 

Instead of buying new toys for your dog or cat, go creative with Reuse. Old 
tennis balls, a length of rope, or an old tie stained or no longer in style are 
good for games of fetch or tug with your dog - who really wants to play 
with  you. A stick tied with saved ribbons, a leftover blow-out, roll-out party 
favor, or just a simple flower on a stem will easily entertain a cat or kitten. In 
addition consider non plastic toys for Christmas donations i.e. sports 
equipment, musical instruments, board games, and cloth dolls. 

Plant a TREE. Trees pull down carbon from the atmosphere, provide habitat 
and food for birds and other pollinators, and give shade for cooling in the 
summer and allow sunshine for warmth in winter, lowering the use of fossil fuel 
energy.  

Water is life, yet many waterways are choking with pollution. In Hackettstown, 
NJ, United Methodist Men worked with a local watershed association to 
remove 40 bags of trash, plus discarded tires and bedsprings. They then 
planted 100 trees and bushes along the edge of the river.  As a church, plan a 
day to give some TLC to a waterway nearby. 

500,000 school days missed annually by U.S. children are due to pollution from 
burning fossil fuels.  Sick children mean parents miss work.  Missing work often 
means no wages or even job loss. People who live closest to toxin-spewing 
plants pay a heavier price than those who have resources to live elsewhere.  
Justice requires action to stop air pollution. 

Invest in a better future for all.  Donate to organizations doing work you 
believe in but cannot do yourself.  Even a small financial gift is put to good 
use.  And the collective return on investment is huge. 

*Urge local, state, and federal lawmakers to act on behalf of 
the Earth. You may not know the details of a particular bill, but 
you can speak as a person of faith. Describe your vision of what is needed 
and ask those in power to support what you value.* 



Volume 2021  Issue 4 November 2021

 

THE BEACON Newsletter                    North Coast District UMW   7

Americans throw away 1.6 billion ink pens annually, where they live in 
landfills forever because they are plastic.  Environmentally conscious 
entrepreneurs now offer alternatives made of natural grass, wheat straw, cork, 
or bamboo, plus refills. Now, when someone asks to borrow your pen, you’ll 
also have an opportunity to talk about avoiding single-use plastics.  

(*Plastics will create more climate pollution than coal in US by 2030.  
See study by Alexander Kaufman.*) 

The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement is providing these Tips as 
a tool to equip church members, families, and individuals to respond to 
God’s call to care for creation and do justice with our neighbors. 

CHOOSE SOMETHING AND DO IT! 

East  Ohio conference is looking for   volunteers to form a Creation Justice 

committee. (Contact me or Kathy Dickrede if you are interested). 

 ITS TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT OUR EARTH DAY PROGRAMS! 

Social action resources: 

    unitedmethodist women.org 

     UMC Church and society 

     Poor People's campaign 

     umcreationjustice.org.  

     52climateactions.com 

     momscleanairforce.org 

                                                                    PEACE LOVE JUSTICE,    
                                                                                      Claire Jencson  
                                                                               Social Action Chair 
                                                                                       440-212-5101 
                                                                            clairej54@icloud.com 

Throughout the day we ask the Holy Spirit to think through us,  
Live through us, Love through us. 

Living the Vision 

We 

work 

for 

justice 

through 

compassionate 

service 

and 

advocacy 

to  

change 

unfair 

policies 

and 

systems. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=19727bf2fa&e=ff84f65481
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=19727bf2fa&e=ff84f65481
http://women.org/
http://umcreationjustice.org/
http://52climateactions.com/
http://momscleanairforce.org/
mailto:clairej54@icloud.com
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Program Resources 

The UMW Faith Talk on October 20th focused on the future of UMW with the 
New Wineskins for Growth program.  Based on Mark 2:21-22, UMW is seeking 
to make new wineskins so that future generations of women can turn their faith 
into action. 

Innovations will be made to Mission U and Leadership Development Days, and 
new programs such as Soul Care Retreats will be added.  The goal is to create 
welcoming spaces for new women and enrichment for older members. Also 
there will be new templates and tools for use as well as a new brand, logo and 
visuals.  It is important that the vibrancy and relevancy of the organization be 
reflected. 

Some interesting statistics came out of the extensive research done.  80% of 
members feel positvely about the organization, but only 50% of non-members 
over 55 feel the same.  70% of members found the UMW meetings inviting, 
but 30% of non-members felt the same.  Several other statistics were gathered 
and the bottom line was that to grow the ranks of UMW, we need to expand 
our base by attracting women who are over 60 but who are non-members of 
UMW.  Also, we need to focus as well on younger women by meeting them 
where they are by offering more flexibility and more options for them to join. 

Also priority must be given to making sure UMW reflects diversity in our 
organization. Black women currently reflect 4.5% of UMW’s population. Special 
attention must be given to making women of color feel welcome as part of the 
sisterhood that is UMW. 
       

I encourage you to take advantage of the UMW Faith Talks and podcasts.  
The podcas t s can be acces sed th rough the UMW webs i t e , 
unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

Did You Know:  
     Large print books from the 2017-2022 Reading Program are available to  
     borrow from the United Media Resource Center, 
                   www.igrc.org/umrc or contact Jill Stone, 217-529-2744. 

Holiday Reading and Gifts: 
     Dinner by Candlelight by Kevin Louise Schaner (Spiritual Growth,   
        Advent, ’21-22) 

     Pray and Color by Sybill MacBeth (Spiritual Growth, ’18) 

Happy Holidays, 
Debbie Jones, Program Resources/Education and Interpretation 

      debij1000@aol.com

Living the Vision 

We 

provide 

educational 

experiences 

that 

lead 

to  

personal 

change 

in  

order 

to  

transform 

the  

world.

http://www.igrc.org/umrc
mailto:debij1000@aol.com
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Spiritual Growth 

FALL INTO THE SPIRIT OF SHARING AND GIVING 

Prosperity is a state of mind.  When we know, with absolute faith, that at the 
level of Spirit I have everything I need.  I feel prosperous and many other 
feel the same. We know that prosperity is not just money in our bank 
accounts but the richness of our love of God, and willingness to give freely 
and receive gratefully. Sharing and giving from a consciousness of 
abundance, we bless others through our acts of kindness, generosity and 
loving service. 

Prosperity is a divine idea that never diminshes when it is shared willingly.  It 
always grows continously when it touches the lives of so many near and far.  
We are thankful for the gift to GIVE, so we can bless others the way we are 
blessed. 

Give and it will be given to you.   

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,  

will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be  

the measure you get back.  

- Luke 6:38 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving and a Blessed Holiday Season, 
Ada Norwood, Spiritual Growth 

God 

created  

our 

 skin  

tones 

 with  

beautiful  

variety,  

but  

all  

of  

our  

souls 

 are  

the  

same  

color. 

-Dave Willis
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If  

we  

are  

to  

 see  

real 

development  

in  

the  

world 

 then  

our  

best 

 investment  

is  

WOMEN. 

- Desmond Tutu

Nominations Committee 
     

           Gracious God, you are full of mercy, slow to anger, 

      Quick to forgive and abounding in steadfast love. 

          Open our ears to hear your call, 

      Even when we try to run. 

          Open our hearts to feel your presence, 

      Even when we are in tight corners. 

          Open our eyes to see the paths before us, 

      Even if we feel unsure. 

          Open our minds to new ways of understanding, 

      Even in amidst our fears. 

          We long to open our lives to you, O God. 

      Could any one of us be the one you are calling? 

          Here we are. Send those you are calling. Amen. 

     The Nominations Committee is calling any one, two or three of you to serve  
      on the Nominations Committee.  Please come. Please volunteer.  

We need you. 

    Love & Prayers, 

    Vivian Harris  
Chair of Nominations Committee 

    vhogwash@aol.com



Volume 2021  Issue 4 November 2021

 

THE BEACON Newsletter                    North Coast District UMW   11

                           History of United Methodist Women  
    

United Methodist Women have a long tradition of service to the world through 
missions. Our predecessor group, the Women's Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Church, began March 23, 1869 in Boston, at Tremont Methodist 
Episcopal Church, at a time when women were not permitted to take 
leadership roles in the church. Yet our foremothers felt called by Christ’s 
imperative to serve the poor and afflicted and decided to initiate church 
mission projects starting in their own small church communities. Isabella 
Thoburn, a Methodist laywoman, whose descendants were members of 
Epworth-Euclid Church in Cleveland, helped found one of the first mission 
programs by opening a girls’ school in India in 1870. 

Today’s United Methodist Women continue a strong commitment to service in 
mission.  A vast number of programs have been developed over the years.  
United Methodist Women, worldwide, provide millions of dollars yearly to the 
Women’s Division of the Board of Global Ministries to support these programs.  
In 2014, United Methodist Women became a self-governing body, now called 
United Methodist Women, Inc., while still a vital provider of service and funds 
for missions of the United Methodist Church.  Our pledges and donations are 
joined with others' in our communities and across the globe to fund these 
mission projects. In addition to donating money, UMW members also sit on 
boards, do volunteer work, tutor, provide health kits for the homeless, knit for 
children or shut-ins, and participate in other ways to help those in need. 

As an aside, in the early stages of the women’s mission efforts, the gentlemen 
of the church turned away the women’s offer to help with missions, and the 
women essentially were told to go off and keep house.  So their projects were 
the result of women wanting to be of service to the poor but were thwarted by 
customs of the time. 

NOTES: 

*Our local North Coast District UMW holds Spring and Fall meetings on a 
Saturday morning during which time information about our mission programs is 
presented, sometimes with visiting missionaries. 

*The East Ohio Conference UMW presents Mission U (formerly Schools of 
Christian Mission) each July at the Mt. Union University campus, Alliance Ohio, 
to offer women in-depth sessions on mission programs and Bible studies.

United 

Methodist 

Women  

is organized  

so that  

each member 

may 

 live  

out  

her  

calling  

and  

faith  

story  

for  

God’s mission. 

-UMW Handbook 
2017-2020
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United 

Methodist 

Women 

 is an 

autonomous 

organization 

within the 

United 

Methodist 

Church. 

We provide 

aadvocacy  

and service  

on behalf of 

women, children 

and youth. 

We take  

a lead role  

in expanding 

concepts  

of mission for 

the whole 

church. 

-UMW Handbook 
2017-2020

*United Methodist Women’s Assembly is held every 4 years at various locations in 
the U.S. with almost 8,000 women in attendance from around the world.  The 
program is similar to Missiou U  but on a larger scale with study sessions, musical 
performances and testimonials from well-known national figures. The Assembly in 
2018 was held in Columbus, Ohio.  2022 Assembly will be in Orlando. 

Women of the church are encouraged to participate in as many of these events as 
possible to broaden their understanding of the United Methodist Church’s 
missions to those in need throughout the world.  

We are also encouraged to attend InterFaith Fellowship Day in the spring which is 
hosted by several women's faith organizations as well as our local Church Women 
United Cleveland.  Topics of importanct to all faiths are presented by 
representatives of different religions followed by sharing with other faiths during 
lunch. 

Submitted by, 
Anne Billington 

Nominations Committee 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SHOW OFF YOUR UNIT 
 If your UMW unit has done something unique or found an excellent fund raiser  
you would like to share, we will add your article to the Beacon coming out in 
2022.  We have heard ladies say, “let’s share ideas,” and we want to do that.  I 
have heard great ideas at the Presidents meetings.  So if you would write a 
couple of paragraphs and add a photo of what took place, that would be great.  
We want you to read the Beacon and watch for your church to be in it too! 

Send any articles you have from your church activities to Diane McGregor, our 
Beacon Editor, at mcgregds@gmail.com. 

Thank you,    

Marcia Adamczyk  President
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From the Editor . . . 

This edition of the Beacon has a wealth of information from our committees.  
UMW in the North Coast District is busy.  There is also information about TURN IT 
UP, the UMW Assembly 2022 to be held in Orlando.  Early registration deadline is 
November 30.  Barbara has an article about West Side Community House, Becky 
shares the status of our 2021 pledges, and there is a request from Dana for 
information from each unit.  Information is included on social action and creation 
justice tips as well as from Faith Talks and the direction UMW is looking to take, 
and inspiration from Ada. I received an email providing a link to listen to the Faith 
Talks program:  Faith Talks:  UMW Future (New Wineskins Campaign).  Feel free 
to click on the link to listen to the presentation.  It is less than an hour of your time 
to hear where we as UMW are going.  The link is: 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 

Anne Billington has provided us with some history of UMW.  It is amazing what a 
small group of women years ago started.  They were not to be stopped.  We are 
United Methodist Women.  We continue that legacy.  The Power of Bold 
motivates us to Turn It Up. Consider volunteering for a position on the 
Nominations Committee - we need you.  What a wonderful group of mission 
driven women we have.  You will be a great addition. 

Leadership training has been set for January 15 at Bay UMC in Bay Village.  We 
hope your leaders can join us.  Registration form is on page 15. 

Please share the Beacon with your circles.  Our leaders have great information to 
be shared with everyone, often including program ideas for individual units.  We 
are hoping to have the Beacon online in 2022.  Watch for more information. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any information to be included in the 
Beacon or if you have any questions.  I am excited to start our section sharing the 
creativity of our individual units .  Together, we are strong. 

Diane McGregor, Beacon Editor 
  mcgregds@gmail.com 

      cell:  440-263-9550 

A strong woman stands up for herself. 
A stronger woman stands up for everyone else. 

                                                                      - Anonymous

Do all  

the good  

you can, 

by all  

the means 

you can, 

In all 

 the ways  

you can, 

In all  

the places  

you can, 

 to all  

the people 

 you can,  

as long  

as you  

ever can. 

- John Wesley

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
mailto:mcgregds@gmail.com
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Registration Form 

North Coast District UMW 2022 Training Meeting 

For new leaders and all who are interested in learning 

about UMW leadership


Saturday, January 15, 2022 
10 am - 12 noon 

Bay United Methodist Church 
29931 Lake Road, Bay Village, Ohio   44140 



Guest speaker:  Rev. Mar Bruner, Columbia UMC 

~~~~~~~~~


Name  __________________________________________________________ 

Church __________________________________________________________ 

Position __________________________________________________________ 

Email  ______________________________ Phone  __________________ 

 
Please return form to Becky Riddlebaugh by mail or email 

 by January 8, 2022. 

6899 Warrington Drive 
North Olmsted, OH  44070-5056 

NCDUMWtreasurerBecky@gmail.com


