
BUMC CONFIRMATION OVERVIEW 2017-18 

CURRICULUM 
Our foundational curriculum for the year is re:form.  Every re:form session follows a three-part sequence: 

Encounter, Engage, and Respond. In each session, youth gather to watch a hilarious animated video and then share 

thoughts and ideas about the session's question. The curriculum provides perspectives and raises questions—that don't 

necessarily have one right answer. Youth are encouraged to reflect and have frank discussions in each re:form session. 

The foundational theology taught will empower youth to explore their faith and ask the questions they actually 

wonder about the Bible, creed, disciples, Jesus, and other beliefs. They will also be challenged with special ‘tough 

questions’ lessons sprinkled throughout the year.   

METHODIST HISTORY AND DOCTRINE 
Students will discover the rich history of the Methodist doctrine, traditions, and beliefs and their relevance to their lives.  

They want their faith to matter, and they want it to last. By encouraging questions and taking an honest look at 

Christianity and what it means to be Methodist, we will help move them onto a path of growth and discovery that will 

help them build a faith that stays with them long after they complete confirmation. 
 

Our chosen Methodist curriculum, Colaborate was created by Methodist theologians, practitioners, and artists who 

know the Bible, Methodist history and doctrine, and young people.  We will take a break from our foundational 

curriculum throughout the year to focus on what is means to be a Methodist. 

 

SERVICE & MISSION 
Confirmands are encouraged to engage in learning, discussing and participating in active outreach to our Church and 

local community.  As a part of their Confirmation, they are required to complete 15 hours (minimum of 8 at BUMC) of 

service per Confirmation year. This engagement gives them a deeper sense of what it means to belong to our church 

community and richer knowledge of how our church functions. It allows them to act as a living example of Jesus Christ. 

There will be plenty of opportunities for them to complete their service hours. Opportunities include: 

 

VBS (3 hrs. day)    Ushering (1 hour)    Community Work Days (2-4 hours) 

Card Ministry (1 HOUR)   Fellowship Hour (1 HOUR)      Events for Children (2-4+ hours) 

Knickerbocker Dinner (2-3) Raking Leaves/Shoveling Snow for Church Members  

 

They are welcome to provide their own ideas as well.  After completing their hours, they will fill out the Service Hours 

Record Form, have it signed and returned to Cindy Gulley.  

 

MENTORING 
Mentoring relations are an important part of the confirmation experience.  Youth are paired up with parents or 

community members to meet monthly for faith-based discussions.  We will also provide 4 mentoring breakfasts for 

them to work in their workbooks or simply spend time together.  Also, all mentors are welcome to join their confirmand 

on Worship Sundays, Church Visits and any confirmation related event.  

 

 



CONFIRMATION OVERVIEW 2017-18 CONTINUED 

ATTENDANCE 
To fully understand the meaning of confirmation, attendance is important and encouraged.  We understand our lives are 

busy, but our hope is that you have chosen confirmation because it is a priority in your lives.  The more our confirmands 

spend together and the more they engage, the better the foundation that is set for subsequent yeasr.  It will be a 

challenging, meaningful and absolutely fun journey for them.  While this year we do not have a mandatory attendance 

requirement, we hope you encourage your youth to attend and model the importance of your faith to them. 

 

CHURCH VISITS & WORSHIP SUNDAYS 
In order to make a commitment to the Methodist faith, it is important that they develop an understanding of worship in 

the United Methodist Church as well as experience worship in other Christian denominations of faith.  We will have 

three church visits throughout the year.  Following each visit, we will debrief with the resident Pastor and/or youth 

minister.  It is also encouraged that the confirmands attend worship at our own church.  We will schedule special 

opportunities for them to join you in worship throughout the year. 
 

EVENTS 
Throughout the year we will have opportunities for the confirmation class to have fun and bond together as a team.  It’s 

important in their journey that they feel comfortable with each other as confirmation marks an important milestone in 

their lives.  We will build a Not-So-Haunted House, attend a ‘Cross Fit’ Faith Challenge at Perfect Fit, have an Annual 

Lock-In, among other planned ideas.  We will ask for their input as well, since a team that plans together will be more 

excited.  Event information will be provided as we get closer to each event.  Look for them on the calendar so you can 

mark them down! 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Cindy Gulley, Director of Youth Ministries, 440-522-7159; youthministry@bayumc.org 

Peter Gierosky, Lead Confirmation Teacher, 440-865-6026; peter@mhtechinc.com 
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