
 
 
 

December 24, 2021 –  Christmas Eve 
(Tune in to 87.9FM / Stream at BayUMC.org, YouTube, or Facebook) 

* = please stand if able 

  
Welcome and Announcements 
  
Lighting of the Christ Candle   
Prelude   
*Call to Worship  

  Tonight we worship Jesus, the baby, the holy child who came to Earth. We 
celebrate with the angels, shepherds and kings! We smile, thinking of Mary 
and Joseph holding the God of the universe in their arms. The songs we sing 
have been sung for ages and yet they stir in us such emotion. Tonight, the 
story begins. This marks the beginning of the life of a child who would 
change the world. So, let us worship with joy, with hearts full of gladness. Let 
us sing with all that is in us. Come and worship your king! 

 
Invocation 
 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

for Christmas Eve 

 
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first celebrated at King's College, Cambridge on 
Christmas Eve, 1918. It was an adaptation of a similar service that had been written for the 
cathedral at Truro in 1880. The lessons were reordered in 1919. At King's College, the Festival is 
a Christmas Eve service, and the lessons, and music, move deliberately from the season of 
Advent into Christmastide. Many other parishes have adopted the tradition, occasionally 
modifying it as needed. What follows is the United Methodist version of this celebrated service. 
 
 
FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 
God announces in the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve's punishment for their rebellion and that 
the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head. 
 
     CAROL Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus         196 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 



let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
2. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON Genesis 22:15-18 
God promises to Abraham that by his descendants all the nations of the earth will obtain 
blessings. 
 
     CAROL O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (stanzas 1,2,4,7)        211   

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
[Refrain] 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

And order all things far and nigh; 
To us the path of knowledge show 

And cause us in her ways to go. [Refrain] 
 

4. O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, 
An ensign of thy people be; 
Before thee rulers silent fall; 

All peoples of thy mercy call. [Refrain] 
 

7. O Come, Desire of nations bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind. 

From dust thou brought us forth to life; 
Deliver us from earthly strife. [Refrain] 



THIRD LESSON Isaiah 9:2,6-7 
The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness. 
 
     CAROL   Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming (stanzas 1,2)         216 

1. Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming, 
As those of old have sung. 
It came, a flow’ret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 

When half spent was the night. 
 

2.  Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 
The Rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, 
The Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 
She bore to men a Savior, 

When half spent was the night. 
 

 
 
FOURTH LESSON Isaiah 11:1-4a,6-9 or Micah 5:2-5a 
The king is coming and will usher in a reign of justice for the poor and peace for all God's 
creation. 
 
     CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem          230   

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie; 

above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 
2. For Christ is born of Mary, 

and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together, 

proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to all on earth! 



 
3. How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given; 

so God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, 
but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

 
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel! 
 

 
FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-35,38 
The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth to Gods promised Son, 
whose kingdom will never end. 
 
     CAROL   To a Maid Engaged to Joseph         215 

1 To a maid engaged to Joseph, the angel Gabriel came. 
“Fear not,” the angel told her, “I come to bring good news, 
good news I come to tell you, good news, I say, good news. 

 
2 “For you are highly favored by God the Lord of all, 

who even now is with you. You are on earth most blest, 
you are most blest, most blessèd, God chose you, you are blest!” 

 
3 But Mary was most troubled to hear the angel’s word. 

What was the angel saying? It troubled her to hear, 
to hear the angel’s message, it troubled her to hear. 

 
4 “Fear not, for God is with you, and you shall bear a child. 

His name shall be called Jesus, God’s offspring from on high. 
And he shall reign forever, forever reign on high.” 

5 “How shall this be?” said Mary, “I am not yet a wife.” 
The angel answered quickly, “The power of the Most High 
will come upon you shortly, your child will be God’s child.” 

 



6 As Mary heard the angel, she wondered at his words. 
“Behold, I am your handmaid,” she said unto her God. 

“So be it; I am ready according to your word.” 
 
 
SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:1-7 
Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born. 
 
     CAROL He Is Born           228 

Refrain: 

He is born, the holy Child, 

play the oboe and bagpipes merrily! 

He is born, the holy Child, 

sing we all of the Savior mild. 

1 Thru long ages of the past, 

prophets have foretold his coming; 

thru long ages of the past, 

now the time has come at last!(Refrain) 

2 O how lovely, O how pure 

is this perfect child of heaven; 

O how lovely, O how pure 

gracious gift to humankind!(Refrain) 

3 Jesus, Lord of all the world, 

coming as a child among us, 

Jesus, Lord of all the world, 

grant to us thy heavenly peace.(Refrain) 

 
 
SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16 
The shepherds go to see the Savior of the world and find him lying in a manger. 
 
     CAROL The First Noel (stanzas 1, 2)          245 

1 The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 
Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

born is the King of Israel. 
 

2 They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 



and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. 

(Refrain) 
 

 
EIGHTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-11 
The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews. 
 
     CAROL  We Three Kings          254 

1 We three kings of Orient are;   
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 

 
Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

2 Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

 
3 Frankincense to offer have I; 

incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshiping God on high. [Refrain] 

 
4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain] 
 

5 Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain] 

 
 
NINTH LESSON John 1:1-14 
John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 
     *CAROL   Silent Night, Holy Night          239 



1. Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin 
mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2. Silent night, holy night, 

Son of God, love's pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
3. Silent night, holy night, 

shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 
 
Benediction 
Postlude       
 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

In memory of Ann Anderson & Jeff Anderson from Dick Anderson 
In memory of Richard, Marianne & Webb Coulton; Deloris & Walter Strayer from  
     Sonia Coulton, the Coulton Family 
In memory of Cliff & June Harland; Bill & Harriett Dresing from Donna Harland-Dresing 
In memory of our beloved departed parents Robert & Mary Ellen Finkbone, Jesse &  
    Remedios Vaflor from Harry & May Ann Finkbone 
In memory of Bob Geise; Mary Jean Geise; Saundra Dolbeer from Randy & Jennie Geise 
In honor of our family & many blessings from Randy & Jennie Geise 
In honor of our family from Peter Gierosky and Julie Ware 
In memory of my husband, George Gore & my parents Ralph & Mary Haas from Janet Gore 
In memory of Howard & Eleanor Gregory; John & Cecilia O’Brien from Scott & Jane Gregory 
In memory of Richard A. Ciorra & Betty A. Tepsic from Tracy Heberle 
In honor of our new granddaughter, McCabe from Sherry & Steve Hiltebrant 
In memory of my family from Kay James 
In memory of Robert & Margaret Archer; Joseph & Anna Lorincz from Janet Lorincz 
In memory of my dad Leonard Burris from Jill Pafford 
In memory of my grandparents Edy & Al Schofield from Wendy Porche 
In honor of Lois Post from Charlie & JoAnn Post 



In memory of Jean & Louis Rich; Leonard Fletcher from Ann & Tom Rich 
In honor of loved ones from Ann & Tom Rich 
In memory of Catherine & Arthur Clark; Jeanne & Robert L. Schofield from the Schofield Family 
In memory of Dr. Edwin & Rev. Margaret Smith Family; Dorothy Smith from Duret Smith 
In honor of those serving in our military from Duret Smith 
In honor of our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren from Jim & Lois Steckel 
In memory of Jim Vaughan; Cecil & Kathryn Maxwell from Rob, Mike & Jeanne Vaughan 
In honor of Stella Wood, with love from your children, grandchildren and great 
    grandchildren Lisa & Dan Wilson 
In memory of Al Wood from Stella Wood & family 
  

ALTERNATE GIVING 
 

Africa University 
 

In memory of Ann Anderson & Jeff Anderson from Dick Anderson 
In memory of our parents from Maynard & Betty Bauer 
In memory & honor of my family from Lin Loehr 
In memory of Ann & Jeff Anderson; Bill O’Brien; Tom Randazzo from Sue & Tim O’Brien 
In memory of Dick Westervelt from Jim & JJ Perrine & Family 

 
Appalachian Service Project 

 
In memory of Ann Anderson & Jeff Anderson from Dick Anderson 
In honor of my beautiful granddaughter Sydney from Barb Brown 
In memory of family from Jan & Frank Gabbert 
In memory of Mr. Roger G. Criss from the Herbruck Family 
In memory of our parents from Jim & Peg Hoover 
In honor of our children & grandchildren from Jim & Peg Hoover 
In honor of our grandchildren from Pete & Sharon Kratt 
In memory & honor of my family from Lin Loehr 
In memory of Ann & Jeff Anderson; Bill O’Brien; Tom Randazzo from Sue & Tim O’Brien 
In honor of Jim & Marilyn Frank from Charlie & JoAnn Post 
In memory of Al Wood, with love from your children, grandchildren and great 
    Grandchildren -  Lisa & Dan Wilson 

  
Fill This House 

 
In memory of my family from Kay James 
In memory & honor of my family from Lin Loehr 
In memory of Ann & Jeff Anderson; Bill O’Brien; Tom Randazzo from Sue & Tim O’Brien 
In honor of Jim & Marilyn Frank from Charlie & JoAnn Post 
In honor of all those in need from Don & Judy Trask 

 
 Flat Rock Care Center 
  
In memory of our parents from Jim & Peg Hoover 
In honor of our children & grandchildren from Jim & Peg Hoover 
 

 



Haven House 
 

In memory of our parents from Maynard & Betty Bauer 
In honor of our family from Randy & Jennie Geise 
In memory of our parents from Sherry & Steve Hiltebrant 
In honor of Jim & Marilyn Frank from Charlie & JoAnn Post 
 

Knickerbocker Apartments 
 

In memory of Ann Anderson & Jeff Anderson from Dick Anderson 
In memory of our parents & brother from Anonymous 
In memory of David & Nancy Ashton; Herbert & Nancy Nelson from David & Candace Ashton 
In memory of family from Jan & Frank Gabbert 
In memory & honor of my family from Lin Loehr 
In honor of our sister Judy Lilje and friend Dr. Robert Tarkany from Jim & Lois Steckel 

 
Neighborhood Family Practice (Formerly North Coast Health Ministry) 

 
In memory of Ann Anderson & Jeff Anderson from Dick Anderson 
In memory of Joan Gordon; William & Wilma Thompson from Bob & Theresa Thompson 
In memory of Ann & Jeff Anderson; Bill O’Brien; Tom Randazzo from Sue & Tim O’Brien 
In honor of Jim & Marilyn Frank from Charlie & JoAnn Post 
In memory of Joan Gordon; William & Wilma Thompson from Bob & Theresa Thompson  

 
Pizza Ministry 

 
In memory of our family from Jan & Frank Gabbert 
In honor of our first responders from Ann & Tom Rich 

  
UMCOR 

 
In memory of our family from Jan & Frank Gabbert 
In memory of our parents from Jim & Peg Hoover 
In honor of our children & grandchildren from Jim & Peg Hoover 
In honor of our grandchildren from Pete & Sharon Kratt 
In memory & honor of my family from Lin Loehr 
In memory of Ann & Jeff Anderson; Bill O’Brien; Tom Randazzo from Sue & Tim O’Brien 
In memory of Cecil & Kathryn Maxwell from Jeanne M. Vaughan 


