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(Tune in to 87.9FM / Stream on Facebook) 

 

Prelude                                                 Le Banquet Celeste                    Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 

Announcements 

 (Text your prayer requests to 440-223-3510.  Please include your name) 

 

Invocation   

Be present to us, gracious heavenly Father, in this service of tender, aching 
remembrance. Let us experience, with proper self-doubt and humility, the 
event we are commemorating: our Lord's last supper with his disciples. Let 
us identify candidly with the confusion of the Twelve, the hollow bluster of 
their protestations of fearless loyalty, even the accomplished treachery of 
one of them. Shame us once again with our Lord's courage, with his refusal 
of the sword, with his forgiveness extended both to his enemies and to his 
friends. Help us to break bread together in his spirit. Amen. 

 
Call to Worship  

One:  We have laws by the millions, but still no peace. 

All:     We have pages of policies, but not one that works. 
One:  But God, your Son has spoken today: 

All:    "A new commandment I give to you," 

One:   A new require he gave to us: 

All:     "Love one another, as I have loved you!" 
One:  By this all will know that we are the Lord's, 

All:     If we have love, each for the other. 
 



Hymn  O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done? 287 
  
Scripture Reading John 13: 18-30 

18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to 

fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against 

me.’ 
19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you 

will believe that I am who I am. 20 Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts 

anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who 

sent me.” 
21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very 

truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.” 
22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he 

meant. 23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to 

him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one 

he means.” 
25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 
26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread 

when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he 

gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas took the 

bread, Satan entered into him. 

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at 

the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge 

of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed 

for the festival, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had 

taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. 

 

Special Music Were You There arr. by H.T. Burleigh 

 Libby Johnson  

Pastoral Prayer  
     Lord’s Prayer 
 

Scripture Lesson James 2:12-19  

Sermon Mercy Trumps Judgement 



 

Prayer of Confession 

O God, even now, we feel the darkness gather as we tell the stories of the 
Last Supper and your time in the Garden of Gethsemane. A sense of 
loneliness and foreboding hangs in the air. We want to believe we would 
not have abandoned you in your time of need had we been with you. But in 
our hearts, we know our behavior would not have differed from that of the 
disciples. We know this because we still turn away from you when it is 
expedient. We put other things before our commitment to you and fail to 
heed your command to serve others. Forgive us for not being more faithful. 
Forgive us when we are reluctant to share the Good News of the gospel, 
worried more about offending someone than offering them hope. In this 
time before Easter, help us to reflect and remember what your persecution 
and death mean to us. May we be prepared to greet Easter with a sense of 
awe and a renewed commitment to a new life in you. Amen. 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

  

Hymn Go to Dark Gethsemane 290  

Benediction 

 

 

There is no postlude.  Please depart in silence, meditation and prayer. 

 

 

Prelude Music notes: 

 

Le Banquet Céleste (The Heavenly Feast or The Celestial Banquet) is a work for organ, written 
by the French composer Olivier Messiaen in 1928.  

     The work's epitaph, "He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me and I in 
him" (John 6:56), indicates that the work is intended for Communion. The work is written in 
an octatonic scale, one of Messiaen's modes of limited transposition. To avoid tonal monotony, 
Messiaen transposes the mode every few measures. 

     Despite being only 25 bars long, it takes about 7 minutes to perform, due to the extremely 
slow tempo ("very slow, ecstatic"). The work has two themes: the first, marked "far away, 
mysterious", is slow and sustained. The second, played by the pedal, but at 4' pitch (drawing 
a stop one octave above notated pitch) and above, is marked "brief staccato, as a water drop", 
and represents Christ's blood.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olivier_Messiaen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octatonic_scale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modes_of_limited_transposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organ_stop


 



 


