
 

 

 

 November 29, 2020, First Sunday of Advent 

 

Prelude                                            Wake, Awake for Night is Flying   

                                                                   Philip Nicolai arranged by Paul Manz, UMH 720 

 

Announcements 

 (Text your prayer requests to 440-223-3510.  Please include your name) 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath The Candle of Hope 

We gather around the Advent wreath in anticipation of the coming of the Christ child. 

Let us open our hearts to this time of holy waiting. Today we light the first candle, the 

Candle of Hope. In our times of deepest darkness and despair, Christ came that we 

might have hope. 

The apostle Paul writes to the Romans: "And again Isaiah says, 'The root of Jesse 

shall come, the one who rises to rule the nations; in him the Gentiles shall hope.' 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 

 

Let us open our hearts to Christ, in whom all things are possible, as we light the flame of 

hope. 

                                    (The Candle of Hope is lit in silence) 

 

Prayer: O God, we confess it is too easy to be a naysayer rather than a beacon of hope. 

We regret the times when we have joined a chorus of negativity and despair rather than 

a chorus lifting up words of comfort and hope. In this time of looking forward, grant us 

the grace to look forward with hope. May this Candle of Hope be lit in our hearts that 

we might bring hope to those who are living through dark times. We ask this in the 

name of the child who is to come giving hope to all. Amen. 

 

                   Please sing verse 1 of People Look East 

1. People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 



 

Invocation Maynard Bauer, Lay Reader                                               

O God, who comes among us and who is still yet to come, as the days grow 

ever shorter and the nights ever longer, we cling to the promise of the light 

that is coming into the world. Help us to trust your promises. Let every heart 

here prepare a room for you. Here we are, your servants. Let it be with us 

according to your word. Amen. 

Call to Worship  

One:  Come, open your hearts. 

All:     Light the candles, 

One:  Sing the carols, 

All:    Rest in the prayers. 

One: Come, open your lives 

All:    To the Light of the World, 

One:  To the songs of blessing, 

All:    To the prayers of healing. 

One:  Watch, listen, feel. 

All:    God is coming. 

One: God is here. 

All:    Rejoice! 

 

Hymn  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 211

 Judy Varn, Song Leader 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 64: 1-9  

Special Music Will We Know Him? Bay UMC Choir 

         

Pastoral Prayer  

     Lord’s Prayer 

Scripture Lesson   Mark 13:24-37 

Sermon The Wizard of Oz  

 

Hymn Lift Up Your Heads 213  

Benediction 

Postlude                                           Wake, Awake for Night is Flying                       Johann Walther 

 



Participants: Rev. Jonathan McCleery, pastor; William Zurkey, organist; Maynard Bauer, Lay 

Reader; Judy Varn, song leader; Keith McGregor, technician; Peter Gierosky, parking 

 

Prelude and Postlude Notes 

Many songs have been inspired by happy times, but this hymn was inspired by the worst of 
times.  Philip Nicolai was a Lutheran pastor in Unna, a small town near Dortmund, Germany 
when the plague did its terrible work during the winter of 1597-1598.  The plague took the lives 
of more than 1300 people in his community. He wrote this hymn as an encouragement—a 
statement of faith in the coming of the Christ who overcame death on the cross—and who 
overcomes death for us as well. 

The hymn begins with watchmen crying, “Wake, awake!”  The watchmen would rejoice as they 
awaken the town to greet the Bridegroom—Jesus Christ— who has come to redeem them.  The 
hymn pictures the hosts of heaven and earth singing to the accompaniment of harp and 
cymbal—singing joyfully to welcome Jesus. It is often sung on the first Sunday in Advent. 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

(Please notify the office of changes to the Prayer List.) 

 

Siobhan Hemmel, friend of Larry Johnson’s daughter; Al and Lois Hubler with health issues; 
Beverly McBride, health issues; Laura Stokley, fractured kneecap and in an immobilizer; all our 
members who are looking for employment. 
 

RECEIVING TREATMENT FOR CANCER 

Carol Ackeney, friend of Janet Gore; Lisa Baumgartner suffering from breast cancer, friend of 
Traci Herbruck;  Barbara Herbert, friend of Janet Gore; Andrew Mills, grandson of Kathi 
Rayburn; Julia Pelinski Sirk, friend of Mike & Mary Kube; Louis Pena, friend of Larry Johnson; 
Molly White, friend of Margie Rossander 
 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 

Petty Officer 1st Class James Ashenhurst (US NAVY)-Son of Virginia Simons and stepson of Steve Flynn 
Lieut. Colonel Ryan Christ (USMC)-Son of George & Betty Christ 
David DiMattia (US ARMY) -Friend of the Herbruck & MacMillan Family 
Sgt. First Class Eric Goldney (US ARMY)-Friend of Bill & Sandy Zurkey 
Major Ryan Goldney (USAF)-Friend of Bill & Sandy Zurkey 
Lt. Jeff Guise (US NAVY)-Son of Frank & Shirley Guise 
Brian Hippler (US NAVY) -Friend of Peter Gierosky, Julie Ware and ASP alumni 
Lt. Ryan Hudson (US COAST GUARD)-Friend of the Thum Family 
Sgt. Joseph Kubinski (US AF) in South Korea-Friend of the Hill Family 
Sgt. Andrew Riley (US ARMY) son-in-law of Tom & Jennie Sebrasky 
Major Matthew Thompson (US ARMY)-Son of Bob & Theresa Thompson      
 



 
Adult Discipleship 
Second Blessing 

 Our Second Blessing Advent program will begin today on Zoom at 11:30 am. This will be 
a 4-week DVD program by Adam Hamilton entitled “Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance 
of Christmas”. Please note the change in time to 11:30, to give us a little more time to prepare 
after church.  

Adult Bible Study 
 We have completed our study of the Psalms and will begin a new 8-week study of 
Romans at 7:30 pm on Monday, Dec. 7th. We will not meet on Nov. 30th.  

Seekers Home Group 
 The Seekers Home Group met on Thursday, Nov. 19th, on Zoom. We enjoyed the ability 
to get caught up, and discussed the book we had read, “God and the Pandemic”, by                 
N.T. Wright. We will meet again on Jan 21st. 

Upper Room Devotionals 
 The Upper Room devotional booklets for Nov/Dec are in the plastic box on the right as 
you enter the west side door.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

         

WE ARE LOYAL TO BAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND 

UPHOLD IT BY OUR PRAYERS, OUR PRESENCE, OUR GIFTS, 

OUR WITNESS, AND OUR SERVICE. 

 

General Fund Receipts week of Nov. 22, 2020  -  $2,795.69 

OUR MISSION:  TO LIVE THE 

EXAMPLE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

The church’s AED is 

located on the wall 

next to the  

Display Case. 

 

 



 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

 Refrain: 

  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

  shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

2 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

and order all things far and nigh; 

to us the path of knowledge show 

and teach us in her ways to go.   Refrain 

 

3 O come, O come, great Lord of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times once gave the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe.   Refrain 

 

4 O come, thou Root of Jesse's tree, 

an ensign of thy people be; 

before thee rulers silent fall; 

all peoples on thy mercy call.    Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


