
 

 

Business Leader or Biblical Leader ? 

Yes, of course, a Biblical leader can transfer godly qualities to leadership roles in the marketplace, but the 
reverse is not true: business leaders and businesslike values are not a quick fit toward leading the church.  

If it is hard to tell the difference between the two, these 15 descriptions might help. 
* The Bible verses are all hyperlinked. Open each hyperlink and scroll down to see the verses in each section. 

 
 

Business Leaders…in the marketplace  Biblical Leaders…in the church 

1. Are résumé-qualified by talent, knowledge, 
experience, accomplishments, business savvy, success  

1. Are qualified by character that supports spiritual gifting, 
spiritual maturity, with relevant experience, and bible 
training  Ti. 1:5-9, Ro. 12:3-8, 1 Tim. 3:1-7 

2. Exalt people for successful results as the ones who 
bring the growth instead of God 

2. Exalt God for successful results as the one who brings 
the growth instead of people  1 Cor. 3:1-7, 2 Cor. 4:5 

3. Put trust in their own ability, strategy, and plans  
3. Put trust in the Lord’s plans and God’s wisdom  
Jam. 4:13-16, Prov. 3:5-7 

4. Are seen as irreplaceable   
4. Are seen as dependent servants who are only a part of 
God’s work Lk 17:7-10, 1 Cor. 12:12-26, Matt. 20:28 

5. Develop marketing and promotions to attract more 
people  

5. Develop increasing dependence on the Lord who draws 
people to Himself, and on His Word as leaders who 
shepherd well Jn. 6:44, Acts 6:4, 1 Cor 2:4, 1 Thess. 2:8 

6. Maintain privacy in most areas of life  
6. Give up privacy in most areas of life  
1 Tim. 3:1-7, 5:19-21, 1 Cor. 9 

7. Make decisions for the people and then “sell” the 
changes to the people to embrace  

7. Make decisions with the people and are affirmed by 
the people  Acts 6:1-7, Matt. 18:15-20 

8. Preserve themselves professionally if trouble comes  8. Sacrifice themselves personally for the flock  Jn. 10  

9. Expect loyal devotion from people 
9. Guide people to be loyally devoted to the Lord  
1 Cor. 3:4, Jn. 3:30  

10. Excuse crude jokes or foul language 
10. Crude jokes or language are called out as sin  
Eph. 4:29, 5:4, Pr. 10:23, Pr. 26:18-19, Lk. 6:43-45  

11. Will view anger or domineering behavior as a 
means to success 

11. Will view anger or domineering behavior as sin 
regardless of the leader’s success  
Pr. 19:19, Ja. 1:20, 1 Ptr. 5:3  

12. Owe little to nothing to anyone   
12. Owe love and a good reputation with all    
Rom. 13: 8, 1 Tim. 3:1-7 ,5:19-21  

13. Avoid opportunities to know and be known by the 
majority 

13. Invite opportunities to know and be known by the 
majority Jn. 10 

14. Are not required to be good personal examples for 
others, claiming “no one is perfect” 

14. Are faithful examples to the flock, claiming that being 
imperfect does not equate to being unfaithful to God’s 
Word 1 Ptr. 5:1-3, Heb. 13:7  

15. Measure success primarily by numbers and 
metrics as the fruit of their labor 

15. Measure success primarily by the fruit of faithful 
character and biblical truth  
Matt. 7:15-23, Rev. 3:1-3, 3:17-19 

t.g. 
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