
Business Leaders or Biblical Leaders ?
Yes, of course, biblical leaders can transfer godly qualities to leadership roles in the marketplace, but the

reverse is not true: business leaders are not a quick fix to serve in church leadership roles.
If it is hard to tell the difference between the two, these 14 descriptions might help.

Business leaders in the marketplace… Biblical leaders in the church…
1. Are qualified by talent, knowledge, experience, and
achievement.

1. Are qualified by character, spiritual gifting, maturity, and
biblical training. Ti. 1:5-9, Ro. 12:3-8, 1 Tim. 3:1-7

2. Promote people and programs as the source of
growth.

2. Praise God for good results as the source of growth.
1 Cor. 3:1-7, 2 Cor. 4:5

3. Put trust in their own ability, strategy, and methods.
3. Put trust in God’s word, wisdom and ways.
Jam. 4:13-16, Prov. 3:5-7

4. Are seen as irreplaceable gurus who possess
unmatched knowledge.

4. Are seen as God reliant servants whom God uses for His
work. Lk 17:7-10, 1 Cor. 12:12-26, Matt. 20:28

5. Develop marketing and plans to attract people.
5. Show love for others, prays, and teaches God’s word as
God draws people to Himself.
Jn. 6:44, Acts 6:4, 1 Cor 2:4, 1 Thess. 2:8

6. Maintain privacy in their personal lives.
6. Make their personal lives available to others.
1 Tim. 3:1-7, 5:19-21, 1 Cor. 9

7. Make decisions for the people and afterwards
forcefully “sell” the decisions for people to embrace.

7. Make decisions that first include the people and are
based on God’s Word. Acts 6:1-7, Matt. 18:15-20

8. Save themselves professionally if trouble comes.
8. Sacrifice themselves personally for the flock.
Jn. 10:12-13

9. Expect loyal devotion from people.
9. Guide people to be loyally devoted to the Lord.
1 Cor. 3:4, Jn. 3:30

10. Excuse and celebrate crude jokes and bad language.
10. Call out crude jokes or language as sin.
Eph. 4:29, 5:4, Pr. 10:23, Pr. 26:18-19, Lk. 6:43-45

11. Will use anger or power as a means to success.
11. Will view anger or domineering conduct as sin,
irrespective of success. Pr. 19:19, Ja. 1:20, 1 Ptr. 5:3

12. Can choose to owe nothing to anyone. 12. Must choose to owe love to everyone.Rom. 13:8

13. Are not required to be good personal examples to
follow.

13. Are good examples to point people to Christ. 1 Ptr.
5:1-3, Heb. 13:7 1 Cor. 11:1

14. Measure success by numbers and metrics.
14. Measure success by spiritual growth and fidelity to
biblical truth.Matt. 7:15-23, Rev. 3:1-3, 3:17-19

15. At times model immaturity claiming “no one is
perfect.”

15. Affirms the claim that Christian leaders are held to
higher standards.
Jas. 3:1, Matt. 12:36

t.g.
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