
LITURGY AT 

SAINT MARK'S 
 

 SETTING: WOV 4 

 Light of Christ 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2020 
 

PRELUDE  Toccata Buxtehude 

 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG Gather Us In ELW 532 

 
 TEXT & MUSIC: reprinted under www.onelicense.net # A-72674  
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GREETING 
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

GLORY TO GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 

grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us 
in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  

 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, 

and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this 

proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; 

the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the 
person who sins that shall die.  

  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the 
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall 

die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, 

when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do 
what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered 

and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they 

shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of 

the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways 
that are unfair?  

  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 

ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; 
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 

transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new 
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heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.   

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13  
 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: 
be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 

others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was 
in Christ Jesus,  

 6who, though he was in the form of God,  

  did not regard equality with God  
  as something to be exploited,  

 7but emptied himself,  

  taking the form of a slave,  
  being born in human likeness.  

 And being found in human form,  

  8he humbled himself  

  and became obedient to the point of death—  
  even death on a cross.  

  9Therefore God also highly exalted him  

  and gave him the name  
  that is above every name,  

 10so that at the name of Jesus  

  every knee should bend,  
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

 11and every tongue should confess  

  that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

  to the glory of God the Father.  
   12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 

my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32  

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing 

these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will 

also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 

by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 

say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 

him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all 
regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And 

he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 

things.  
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 

‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later 

he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the 

same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did 
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 

tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 

God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you 
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 

even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”  

 
The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Thy Strong Word  ELW 511 vs 1-4 

 
ARRANGEMENT & Text:  reprinted under www.onelicense.net # A-72674 
MUSIC: No Permission Necessary 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind 

of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with 

humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your 
mercy,  

hear our prayer.  
 

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and 
keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and 

damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Especially we pray for 

all the damage that has been done by wildfires and by tropical storm Sally.  

Give comfort and courage to all those who have lost businesses because of 
those natural disasters and because of Covid 19. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.   
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Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts 
and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our 

minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  
 

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, 

mind, or spirit especially Marilyn, Vicki, Josh, Bernadine, Louis, Phyllis, 

Gretchen, Jim, Steve, Verna, Eric, Ryan, Boden, Nancy, Chris, Gloria, Arleen, 
Leslie, Terry, Kaliyah, David, Helen, Erika, Dave, Erin, Janice, Nick, Bob, 

Joyce, Margaret, Knud, Lyra, Eleanor, Shelley, Carolyn, Cody, Sheri, Bonnie, 

Robert, Brian, Gale, Ron, Billie, Spencer, Robin, and Brigid.. Bring your 

healing to those who are sick with the coronavirus.  Bring comfort to the 
thousands of people who are grieving the loss of loved ones who died from 

Covid 19. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  
 

Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry 

or exploited, bullied or lonely.  Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. 

Bless ministries of care in our community, especially Lutheran Community 
Services.  Make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. 

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of 

others. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
 

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax 

collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By 
their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 

mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the 

risen Christ either in person or online.     
    
The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you.   
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OFFERING    
    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in 

need.    
    

Thank you for your generosity.  You may send your offering to us by mail or go to 

our website, www.stmarks-spokane.org, and click on the “offering” tab to make an 

offering digitally.  You can also text the word “give” to 509-612-7647 and you will 
receive a link to complete this process.   

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 

through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:    

 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 
 

CHILDREN’S TALK  

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/
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BLESSING 

 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
 

SENDING SONG  Hallelujah, We Sing Your Praises ELW 535 

 
  

 

 

 

 

MUSIC no permission necessary   TEXT reprinted under www.onelicense.net # A-72674 
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CALL STORIES Randy Darst 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

God is calling us today, leading us into tomorrow.    

    

Together, let us pray.    
Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of 

which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 

through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your 

hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

POSTLUDE O Praise Ye the Lord Sergisson 
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  Welcome to St. Mark's Lutheran Church   

316 E 24th Ave., Spokane, WA  99203 
 

Worship attendance cards are located in the pews.   

After listing all attendees (members and visitors) the card may be 

placed in the offering plate. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ST. MARK’S STAFF 
 

Pastors Kate LePard 

 Edwin Weber 

Interim Pastor  Mark Nelson 
Director of Youth Ministries Eric Allen 

Parish Secretary Jane Somers 

Parish Administrator Pat Sowder 

Parish Life Coordinator Loris Stupel 

Volunteer Coordinator Gina Bloom 

Pastoral Assistant/Visitation Donna Nelson 

Youth Program Leader Calvin Moore 

Youth Leader Kai Block 

Youth Leader  Zoë Romero Becker 

Director of Music/Organ Carol Miyamoto 

Director of Music/Choral Deborah Hansen 
Director of Children's Arts Ann Benson 

Director of Children’s Education Katie Kadlec 

Council President Barb Belstad 

Sexton Gib Dominguez 
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