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New Chancel Hangings 
 

St. Mark’s has a new set of chancel hangings for the season after 

Pentecost, when the color green, for growth, is used in the church to 

signify God’s creative activity in the world with the Holy Spirit, and our 

growth in faith as we follow the teachings of Christ. 

The works are a gift in memory of Ida Felton by her children Karen 

Nelson, Connie Payne, and Greg Felton.   

These hangings tell a single story in two related parts, and in both the 

Spirit is expressed by multiple shades of red. The Spirit is the foundation 

and an interactive part of the creation, and is threaded through daily 

human activity. 

The hanging on the left depicts wild nature, where the hand of God 

can be seen unaltered by humans. The one on the right represents the 

human world, including nature under cultivation. As people of all ages, 

conditions and walks of life go about their everyday lives, the Spirit is 

surrounding, supporting, guarding -and sometimes waiting to be invited in. 

And where the Spirit works there is also a message for us: God’s work, 

our hands. 

The hangings, by artist and St. Mark’s member Hulda Bridgeman, are 

made of mixed hand dyed and digitally printed silks.  
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LITURGY AT 

SAINT MARK'S 
 

Third Sunday after Pentecost  
June 13, 2021 

 
PRELUDE  Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above Diemer 
 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

 
A brief silence is held. 

 

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 
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Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN Lord, Your Hands Have Formed 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you 

 

 

KYRIE 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For this holy house and other places of worship, 

for all who offer their worship and praise wherever they might be, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Let us pray.  

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 

yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those 

in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly sits.  

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

 
22Thus says the Lord GOD:  

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24All the trees of the field shall know 
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  that I am the LORD. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the LORD have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home 

in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 
8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and 

at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our 

aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 

body, whether good or evil. 

  14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has 

died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who 

live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised 

for them. 

  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 

even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him 

no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Alleluia! The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower.  

All who come to God will live forever. Alleluia! 
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GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout 

and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, 

then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at 

once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon 

the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it 

grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 

hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 

everything in private to his disciples. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly sits.  
 

 

SERMON  

 

 

REFLECTIVE MUSIC Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

 call for songs of loudest praise. 

 While the hope of endless glory 

 fills my heart with joy and love, 

 teach me ever to adore thee; 

 may I still thy goodness prove. 
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2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 

 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 

 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

 safely to arrive at home. 

 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

 wand'ring from the fold of God; 

 he, to rescue me from danger, 

 interposed his precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

 daily I'm constrained to be; 

 let that grace now like a fetter 

 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

 prone to leave the God I love. 

 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

 seal it for thy courts above. 

 

The assembly stands.  

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so 

that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the 

depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore 

growth to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the 

ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives 

in service to others. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to 

those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in 

cycles of poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give you thanks that 

we are able to reopen today, even though in a limited way.  We pray for the 

health and safety of all worshipers.  We ask that continued progress may be 

made on this pandemic so that we enjoy a rich and pleasing worship of you. 

hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at 

home with you especially Marie Moe whose life we celebrated yesterday. We 

look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

While we cannot pass the peace with handshakes or hugs, we invite you to 
greet your pew neighbor in the spirit of Christ’s peace. Afterward, the 

assembly sits. 

 

 

OFFERING   
   
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of 
those in need.  You may place your offering in the offering plate in the narthex 

as you leave the sanctuary today.   

   

Thank you for your generosity.  You may send your offering to us by mail or 

go to our website, www.stmarks-spokane.org, and click on the “offering” tab to 

make an offering digitally.  You can also text the word “give” to 509-612-7647 

and you will receive a link to complete this process.  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

     

Let us pray. 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 

 

  

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their adoration: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The presiding minister continues the Thanksgiving which ends with the Lord’s 

Prayer.   
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LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Behold the Bread of Life, Christ Jesus, given for us. 

Therefore, let us keep the feast with sincerity and truth. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Return to God with all your heart. 

Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 

 

The assembly is seated.   
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

We celebrate together the Meal of Grace.  The Lord is Host.  We are the 

guests.  All are invited to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be 
present in the bread and cup.  Those wishing to receive communion will1 

follow the ushers’ directions.  There will be trays with wine and the 
communion wafer on top.  Please take a wafer in one hand and then take the 

glass that it rested upon in the other hand.  When your server says, “The body 

and blood of Christ given for you”, eat and drink. The center ring of cups have 
grape juice and there are some cups without wafers for people who are gluten 

free.  You fully receive Christ in either the bread or the wine, or both.   
 

The assembly stands.   

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, whose loving care stretches out even to the uttermost parts of 

the Earth; we give you thanks that you have fed us gathered here now with the 

very body and blood of Christ. Be with those whom we love now absent from 

this assembly. Grant that both they and we, drawing near to you, may be 

bound together by your love in the communion of the Holy Spirit; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

S E N D I N G  
 

 

BLESSING 

 

The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING SONG Be Not Afraid     Dufford 
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DISMISSAL  

God is calling us today, leading us into tomorrow.   

  

Together, let us pray.   

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of 

which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 

through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your 

hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE Postlude on “Hanover” Young 
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  Welcome to St. Mark's Lutheran Church   

316 E 24th Ave., Spokane, WA  99203 
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