
LITURGY AT 

SAINT MARK'S 
 

November 28, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

 setting:  Now The Feast and Celebration 
 

PRELUDE 

 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, 

who fills the hungry with good things. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, 

and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 
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God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly turns to face the cross at the entrance of the nave.   

 

 

GATHERING SONG Drawn to the Light ELW 593 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 

 

In peace, in peace, 

 

 
 

For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, 

 for the unity of all . . .(Refrain) 

 

Congregation (Refrain) Presider 
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For your people here, who have come to give you praise, 

 for the strength to live your Word . . .(Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOW THE FEAST 

 

Congregation  

Presider 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 
 

Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Stir up our hearts, Holy God, to prepare the way for your coming. Fill us with 

longing to meet you in unexpected places, as you met Zechariah and 

Elizabeth; that we may be filled with wonder, trust, and hope. For you are the 

God who heals the broken-hearted, and makes new beginnings out of endings; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

WORD 
 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-8, 15-17 

 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and 

said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I 

will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 

numerous." 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4"As for me, 

this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 

Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will 

make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 

come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 

offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 

to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8And I will give to you, and 

to your offspring after you, the land where you are now an alien, all the land of 

Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and I will be their God." 
15God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 

but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a 

son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples 

shall come from her." 17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said 
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to himself, "Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Can 

Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 

 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Luke 1:5-25 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
5In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 

Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a 

descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6Both of them were 

righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments 

and regulations of the Lord. 7But they had no children, because Elizabeth was 

barren, and both were getting on in years.   
                  8Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on 

duty, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter 

the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10Now at the time of the incense 

offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11Then there 

appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of 

incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed 

him. 13But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer 

has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name 

him John. 14You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 
15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or 

strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16He 

will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17With the spirit 

and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their 

children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a 

people prepared for the Lord." 18Zechariah said to the angel, "How will I know 

that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years." 19The 

angel replied, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been 

sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20But now, because you 

did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 

become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur." 
21Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay 

in the sanctuary. 22When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and 

they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to 

them and remained unable to speak. 23When his time of service was ended, he 

went to his home. 
  24After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months 

she remained in seclusion. She said, 25This is what the Lord has done for me 

when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured 

among my people. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated  
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SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Come Now, O God 

 
   Music & Text: reprinted under www.onelicense.net # A-726749 
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The assembly stands 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places 

that yearn for God’s presence. 

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to 

proclaim the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to 

recognize your face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the 

wind and the waves: be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture 

what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all 

peoples of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our 

communities:  for the Spokane City Council, local school boards, and our state 

and federal representatives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to 

all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, 

healing, and life transitions of every kind (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from 

destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by 

natural disasters, especially those displace by floods in western Washington 

and British Columbia, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran 

World Relief, and other organizations that labor to care for those in their time 

of need. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who 

journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, 

make us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive 

these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

MEAL 
 

 

PEACE 

 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other 

 in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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OFFERING 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of 

those in need.  You may place your offering in the offering plate in the narthex 

as you leave the sanctuary today.   
 

Thank you for your generosity.  You may send your offering to us by mail or 

go to our website, www.stmarks-spokane.org, and click on the “offering” tab to 

make an offering digitally.  You can also text the word “give” to 509-612-7647 

and you will receive a link to complete this process.  

 

The assembly stands.  The table is set. 

 

 

AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT 

 

Saturday night only sings first verse.  

 
 

 

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present 

 to give thanks. 
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PREFACE 
 

The presiding minister continues the thanksgiving. 

 

The assembly joins the angels’ song. 

 

 

SANCTUS 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

The presiding minister continues the thanksgiving including praise for 

creation and salvation; remembrance of the crucified and risen Christ; and 

prayer for the Holy Spirit in this meal.  The grace of God's gift is always 

proclaimed in Jesus' own words of command and promise. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

We celebrate together the Meal of Grace.  The Lord is Host.  We are the 

guests.  All are invited to the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be 

present in the bread and cup.  Those wishing to receive communion will follow 

the ushers’ directions.  There will be two stations in front.  The pastor will 

give you (with sanitized hands) the wafer of bread to eat.  Next, a communion 

assistant will be holding a tray of cups and you may take one to drink. The 

center ring (yellow) is juice.  The outer rings (red) are wine.  There will be an 

empty tray on a table where you may place your cup and return to your seat.   
  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond:   Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ ☩ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

 

SENDING SONG Open Your Ears, O Faithful People ELW 519 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

God is calling us today, leading us into tomorrow. 

 

Together, let us pray. 

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of 

which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go 

out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only 

that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
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