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LITURGY AT 

SAINT MARK'S 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Setting: Now the Feast 

November 27, 2022 

 
 

PRELUDE                 Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying                        arr. Price 

 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

GATHERING 

 
  

ADVENT HYMN   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah     vs.1 

 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

 God fulfills the promise. 

 

 

ADVENT DEVOTION WEEK 1 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Blessed be the Holy ☩ Trinity,  

the keeper of covenants,  

the bearer of good news, 

our hope and our life. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244 
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GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

LITANY – based on Psalm 105:1-11 

 

O give thanks to the Lord! Make God’s deeds known among the people! 

Sing praises to God! Glory in God’s name! 

 

Tell of God’s wonderful works, the promise to Sarah and Abraham. 

God remembers the covenant forever, the words promised for a thousand 

generations. 

 

You are offspring of Abraham, heirs to the everlasting covenant. 

To us God has promised an inheritance. Alleluia! 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 

 

Everlasting God,  

to our ancestors you promised descendants as numerous as the stars  

and your faithfulness is known to every generation.  

Sustain us your children with your compassion and mercy  

that we might speak of your love and grace to the next generation;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

 
READING: Genesis 15:1-6 

 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be 

afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." 2But Abram 

said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 

of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3And Abram said, "You have given me no 

offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." 4But the word of the 

LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 

issue shall be your heir." 5He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven 

and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall 

your descendants be." 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to 

him as righteousness. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:7-10 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
7But when [Jesus] saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 

said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 

'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones 

to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Oh, Sing to the Lord            ELW 822 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

 

APOSTLES' CREED  
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 

 

Father of Abraham, Mother of Sarah, you renew your promise of abundance to 

every generation. Count us worthy to be numbered among your children, that our 

faith may be reckoned as righteousness. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

Creator and Sustainer of all, you adorned the heavens with stars too numerous to 

count. Inspire within us wonder and gratitude for the beauty of your creation and 

dedication to your call as caretakers of creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Our Shield and Defense, you are with us through the darkest valleys. As the 

dangers of the world press in on us and cause us to be afraid, keep us rooted in 

you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful Savior, you forgive us and close the gap between us and you. Stir up 

within us fruits of repentance, that may we work with you in mending all that has 

been broken. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

Comforter and Provider, you wrap us in your loving arms of care. Provide for 

those who face the bitter cold of these days without shelter and empower us to be 

your means of grace to our neighbor in need. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

Healer of our every ill, you speak peace when all we know is suffering. Be 

present with those who are sick or injured, (especially…). Let your light of 

mercy shine upon them. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 
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Resurrection and Life, in baptism we die in Christ and also rise to new life in 

him. Console those who grieve this day and hold us in this promise of abundant 

life. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, gracious God, and whatever else you see that we need 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

MEAL  
   
 

PEACE 

 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the 

risen Christ. 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

OFFERING   

   

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church within and beyond St. Mark’s. 

   

Thank you for your generosity.  You may send your offering to us by mail or go 

to our website, www.stmarks-spokane.org, and click on the “offering” tab to 

make an offering digitally.  You can also text the word “give” to 509-612-7647 

and you will receive a link to complete this process.  

 

The assembly stands.  The table is set. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/


 9 

Saturday night only sings first verse.  

 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

 

God of hope, you provide for us richly. 

Bless all that we offer— 

our selves, our time, and our possessions— 

signs of your gracious love, 

and feed us on your mercy, 

that we may be agents of your grace. 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present 

 to give thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PREFACE 
 

The presiding minister continues the thanksgiving. 

 

The assembly joins the angels’ song. 

 

 

SANCTUS 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

The presiding minister continues the thanksgiving including praise for creation 

and salvation; remembrance of the crucified and risen Christ; and prayer for the 

Holy Spirit in this meal.  The grace of God's gift is always proclaimed in Jesus' 

own words of command and promise. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

         on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  

         who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

All are invited to the Table.  Those who wish to receive communion will follow 

the ushers’ directions.  There are two stations in front.  The pastor will give you 

(with sanitized hands) bread to eat.  A communion assistant will hold a tray of 

cups and you may take one to drink. The center ring (yellow) is juice.  The outer 

rings (red) are wine.  There will be an empty tray where you may place your cup 

and return to your seat.   

 

 



 13 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond:   Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

Let us pray. 
 

Mighty God, in this meal you  

have done great things for us, 

and holy is your name. 

Empower us through this sacrament 

to feed the hungry, bring healing to those who are hurt, 

and to proclaim Christ’s favor; 

in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S TALK  

 

We invite children forward for a special message. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

May the God of the promise, 

Father,  ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

Hold you in advent hope. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

 

SENDING HYMN      Hark, the Glad Song!            ELW 239 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

  

God is calling us today, leading us into tomorrow.   

   

Together, let us pray.   

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of 

which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 

through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand 

is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.   

  

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE Prelude in A Minor Marcello 
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  Welcome to St. Mark's Lutheran Church   
316 E 24th Ave., Spokane, WA  99203 

 

Worship attendance cards are located in the pews.   

After listing all attendees (members and visitors) the card may be 

placed in the offering plate. 
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Pastoral Assistant/Visitation Donna Nelson 

Youth Program Leader Calvin Moore 

Youth Leader Tyler Van Gordon 
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Director of Children’s Alleluia Choir Lily Miller 
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