
LITURGY AT 

SAINT MARK'S 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Setting: Now the Feast 

December 6, 2020 

 
PRELUDE  Prepare the Royal Highway Ore 

 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE Pinyo Family 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 

that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

  



 3 

ENTRANCE HYMN Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus ELW 254 

 
Music & Text:   no permission necessary  
 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 
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W O R D  
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11  

  

 1Comfort, O comfort my people,  

  says your God.  

 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  

  and cry to her  

 that she has served her term,  

  that her penalty is paid,  

 that she has received from the LORD’s hand  

  double for all her sins.  

  3A voice cries out:  

 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,  

  make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  

 4Every valley shall be lifted up,  

  and every mountain and hill be made low;  

 the uneven ground shall become level,  

  and the rough places a plain.  

 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,  

  and all people shall see it together,  

  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  

  6A voice says, “Cry out!”  

  And I said, “What shall I cry?”  

 All people are grass,  

  their constancy is like the flower of the field.  

 7The grass withers, the flower fades,  

  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;  

  surely the people are grass.  

 8The grass withers, the flower fades;  

  but the word of our God will stand forever.  

 9Get you up to a high mountain,  

  O Zion, herald of good tidings;  

 lift up your voice with strength,  

  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  

  lift it up, do not fear;  

 say to the cities of Judah,  

  “Here is your God!”  
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 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might,  

  and his arm rules for him;  

 his reward is with him,  

  and his recompense before him.  

 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;  

  he will gather the lambs in his arms,  

 and carry them in his bosom,  
  and gently lead the mother sheep.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  
 

 1You have been gracious to your land, O LORD;  

  you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.  

 2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people  

  and blotted out all their sins.  

 8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying;  
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 

        their hearts to you.  

 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,  
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;  

  righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  

 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,  

  and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  

 12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,  

  and our land will yield its increase.  

 13Righteousness shall go before the LORD  
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8  
 

The holy gospel according to Mark.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,   

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  

  who will prepare your way;  

 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  

  make his paths straight,’ ”  
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 

with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I 

have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Comfort, Comfort Now My People        ELW 256 

 

 

 
Music & Text: no permission necessary 
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APOSTLES' CREED  
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.  

 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain 

and support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and 

enact your mission. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew 

the face of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds 

of environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation 

can declare your praise. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
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Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from 

discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We 

pray especially for those who fear eviction and for their landlords, those 

who are unemployed, those who are hungry, those who are sick from the 

pandemic, and their caregivers. Lead us toward a world where health and 

peace will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O 

God.  

Your mercy is great.  
 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the 

disparities between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and 

intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world 

accessible to all especially Carol Johnson and Beth Lockhard, ELCA 

disabilities staff. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, 

O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families 

and congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who 

grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or 

struggling with depression especially Judy, Rianna, Siena, Karen, Ardyce, 

Georgia, Josh, Louis, Phyllis, Gretchen, Jim, Steve, Verna, Eric, Ryan, Boden, 

Nancy, Chris, Gloria, Arleen, Leslie, Terry, Katie, Noreen, Randee, Gerald, Val, 

Sean, Kaliyah, David, Erin, Janice, Bob, Joyce, Lyra, Eleanor, Shelley, Carolyn, 

Cody, Sam, Joan, John, Stephen, Sheri, Robert, Brian, Gale, Ron, Billie, Juli, 

Heather, and Brigid., and gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O 

God.  

Your mercy is great.  
 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the 

wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous 

lives an example for all. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
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THANKSGIVING  
   

   

PEACE   

   

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the 

risen Christ either in person or online.    

   

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you.   

 

 

OFFERING   

   

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those 

in need.   

   

Thank you for your generosity.  You may send your offering to us by mail or go 

to our website, www.stmarks-spokane.org, and click on the “offering” tab to 

make an offering digitally.  You can also text the word “give” to 509-612-7647 

and you will receive a link to complete this process.  

 

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

  

O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace.  

Let the design of your great love shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrow, 

and give peace to your church, peace to our land, peace in our homes, peace 

among the nations, and peace in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

Amen.  

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/


 12 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S TALK  

 

 

S E N D I N G  
 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN He Came Down ELW 253 

 
   Music & Text:   no permission necessary  

Arrangement reprinted under www.onelicense.net # A-726749  
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DISMISSAL  

  

God is calling us today, leading us into tomorrow.   

   

Together, let us pray.   

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of 

which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 

through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand 

is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.   

  

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme Walther 
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  Welcome to St. Mark's Lutheran Church   

316 E 24th Ave., Spokane, WA  99203 
 

Worship attendance cards are located in the pews.   

After listing all attendees (members and visitors) the card may be 

placed in the offering plate. 
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ST. MARK’S STAFF 
 
Pastors Kate LePard 

 Edwin Weber 

Interim Pastor  Mark Nelson 

Director of Youth Ministries Eric Allen 

Parish Secretary Jane Somers 

Parish Administrator Pat Sowder 

Parish Life Coordinator Loris Stupel 

Volunteer Coordinator Gina Bloom 

Pastoral Assistant/Visitation Donna Nelson 

Youth Program Leader Calvin Moore 

Youth Leader Kai Block 

Youth Leader  Zoë Romero Becker 

Director of Music/Organ Carol Miyamoto 

Director of Music/Choral Deborah Hansen 

Director of Children's Arts Ann Benson 

Director of Children’s Education Katie Kadlec 

Council President Barb Belstad 

Sexton Gib Dominguez 
 

 


