
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KATE

Dear St. Mark's Friends,
In these times of disturbing events, it can be 

difficult to have a frame of reference to help 
understand things we have not experienced before.  
For nearly ten months our lives have been radically 
altered because of the pandemic that continues to 
wreak havoc in our communities and around the 
world. We are deeply missing being with family and 
friends and members of our congregation.  We are 
grieving the illness of so many and the 
unbelievable number of deaths of people because 
of COVID-19. The development and distribution of 
vaccines is giving us hope that a time is in sight for 
much to be restored.  We wonder if we might be 
able to gather in our church building again by June 
or July.  How we are all looking forward to sharing 
Holy Communion again!

For many months we have lived with political 
turmoil.  The events of January 6 at the U.S. 
Capitol, however, have shaken us to our core.  
Again, we struggle to have a frame of reference in 
which to put this.  Our ideas of who we are as a 
nation were shattered as surely as the windows 
inside the Capitol building were smashed.

Our mother church, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, has taken a strong stand 
against racism and white supremacy.  Our 
presiding bishop, the Reverend Elizabeth Eaton, 
has issued statements condemning hate speech 
and activity.  She has also joined 24 leaders of 
other denominations in a letter urging President 
Trump to resign and recognizing the need to hold 
responsible those who invaded the Capitol and 
those who incited them.  The letter quotes 
Philippians 2:3-4, reminding us that we are taught 
to “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility regard others as better than ourselves.  
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but 
to the interests of others.”

The teachings of Jesus, of Scripture, are part of    
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our framing story as a people of God.  In a daily 
meditation of Richard Rohr's, he quotes Pastor 
Brian McLaren who reminds us that the 
predominate story of our society is not the same as 
the story of Jesus' followers.  The framing story we 
are told in our society is that the purpose of life is 
competition, pleasure and accumulation.  The 
framing story for followers of Jesus is that we live in 
the realm of a loving God who guides us to “pursue 
virtue, collaboration, peace, and mutual care for 
one another and all living creatures.” (McLaren)
                                                     continued next page
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The p rob lems o f ou r na t i on seem 
overwhelming, but we have a framing story that 
helps us move ahead day by day.  We strive to 
be faithful to the command of Jesus to love our 
neighbor – even with masks from a safe 
distance.  As individuals, we can let our U.S. 
senators and representatives know what we 
expect of them. We look for people who need 
some loving attention, those we know and those 
we do not.  The ELCA partners with Lutheran 
World Relief to fight COVID-19 around the globe. 
As a congregation we continue to support 
feeding programs, foster care programs, housing 
programs.

You all have been so faithful in your giving to 
St. Mark's to support our ministries near and far.  
We have ended the year in a good place 
financially because of your generosity.  And so 
we have been able to give additional gifts to 
some local ministries who are struggling 
financially.   What a blessing you are, through 
your offerings, to so many vulnerable people. 

We are moving ahead as a congregation to 
begin searching for a new pastor.  I've added a 
short article with more information about that.  
It's good to have a hopeful, forward focus in this 
time as we begin to look for the pastor the Holy 
Spirit has in mind for St. Mark's. 

Your pastors (Edwin, Mark, and I) are 
available for conversation in these stressful 
days.  Please call the church office and leave a 
message or call us directly using our phone 
numbers in the directory.  Together we pray each 
Sunday morning, each Wednesday evening, and 
many times in between, for the health of our 
citizens, for the health of our nation, the health of 
our world.  We trust in God's goodness and 
healing power.

Love in Christ,
Pastor Kate

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council meets Monday, 

February 8, at 7:00 pm by Zoom.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
St. Mark’s semi-annual meeting will be 

Sunday, January 31 at 10:45 am by Zoom We 
will send out an email with a Zoom invite and 
include the 2021 budget with it. We need a 
quorum of 40 members per our bylaws to have a 
valid meeting. 

Agenda items include approval of the 2021 
general budget, report from the transition team 
and introduction of the call committee. Watch for 
your Zoom invitation to be sent out the week 
prior to the meeting.

HAVE AN EMAIL?
If you would like to receive St. Mark’s regular 

emails to keep you up-to-date on what is going on, 
please send it to us at office@stmarks-spokane.org or 
call the church office at 747-6677.

ORGAN PROJECT UPDATE
Last year we met our goal of raising funds for our 

organ project, exceeding expectations when it comes 
to the incredible generosity of the St. Mark’s 
community. Thank you all who have contributed funds 
to this need. The pandemic has limited the ability of 
Marceau Pipe Organ Builders, whom we have 
selected for the work, to travel from their shop in 
Seattle to Spokane for the necessary work. While we 
do not have a good idea of when the installation will 
take place yet, the organ builders have been working 
on a design for the new console. We hope to have a 
better idea of the timeline for installation this summer.
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  NOTE THIS !

MARDI GRAS PARADE
Although we won’t be gathering for our 

traditional Fat Tuesday service, please think 
about joining us on Sunday, February 14 
between 3:00 – 4:00 pm, for some fun 
surprises in the St. Mark’ s parking lot.

mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org


Dear Members and Friends of St. Mark’s,

Thank you for your very generous support of 
our church and its ministries in 2020. It’s been a 
remarkable year. 

Your generosity allowed St. Mark’s to meet 
its annual general budget expenses that included 
11% in benevolence giving. In addition, your 
response to requests for special donations for 
our social ministries’ projects including SPEAR, 
LCS Christmas gifts, and Bite2Go have been 
very generous.

Your giving resulted in a net of $11,000 to the 
general fund. Council plans to earmark these 
funds for expenses that could be occurred in the 
coming year as the call committee works toward 
calling a new pastor. These expenses include 
travel expenses during the interview process and 
moving expenses for the new pastor.  

Again, thank you to all and we look forward 
to many exciting new opportunities that await us 
in 2021.

St. Mark’s church council

HARVEST OF THE SPIRIT: 
Stewardship Drive Continues

Thanks to all who responded to our 
stewardship drive in November, themed “Harvest 
of the Spirit”, by returning your pledge card. We 
have received a large number of pledges, over 
145, including a handful that came digitally. If we 
add in the nearly 95 households that are set up 
for automatic giving, we would have 240 
households that commit to give regularly. Your 
generous response helps the church council as it 
makes budget decisions for 2021. For those who 
have not made a commitment, please consider 
how you will support the programs and mission 
of St. Mark’s next year. Pledge cards may still be 
mailed to the church and there is still a digital 
option on our website under giving/offering. 
Thank you for your support. 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MONEY MATTERS

2020 is now behind us, and what a year it was. We are in awe of the commitment our congregation 
has shown by the regular giving and special gifts that many were able to donate. The numbers tell the 
story of people who value what they receive from St. Mark’s worship, whether in person or virtually. It 
grounds us, helps us feel connected and for many, gives us hope. We appreciate your positive actions.

We continue to look at creative ways to connect. Parking lot parades, luminaria walks and an 
endless variety of Zoom opportunities. Don’t miss occasions to connect, whether joining a small group, 
being present (by Zoom) at a Bible study or fellowship group or planning to “attend” the spring learning 
from Daniel Smith-Christopher who will focus on “Called to Trust God’s Future.”

Thank you for the generosity you continue to show regularly.

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
509.747.6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

Fund
December 

Giving

Year End 2020 Operating Budget

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 94,627.36 $ 719,199.11 $ 708,117.17 $ 782,200.00 $ 11,081.94

Mortgage $ 6,088.00 $ 77,335.83 $ 73,880.04 $ 70,284.00 $ 3,445.79

The staff and pastors of St. Mark’s appreciate 
every note, card, comment on Facebook and  
phone message that you all spend the time to 
create. We read and share each of them and 
value the thoughts of support. Thank you!  

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
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SERVICE TIMES
Our virtual Sunday worship service continues 

weekly at 9:30 am, premiering on Facebook. 
More information below.

A NEW NORMAL FOR SUNDAYS
This is our Sunday morning schedule. We 

hope you can be part of these events.
✞ Coffee Hour – 8:30 am by Zoom
✞ Alleluia Choir practice – 8:45 am by

                                                               Zoom
✞ Worship – 9:30 am, virtual premiere

                                                 on Facebook
✞ Education time – 10:45 am

• Sunday Forum by Zoom
• Godly Play Sunday School,
         virtually premieres on Facebook

Did you miss virtual church last Sunday? We 
have over 100 of the most recent sermons on 
our website. Go to www.stmarks-spokane.org 
and click on the tab “Worship.” The sermon is 
generally posted by the Tuesday following 
worship; you can listen from your computer or 
download it to listen to later. You can even send 
the link to a friend. 

Also available is the Sunday bulletin and 
worship folder, both of which can be found under 
the “Resources” tab in the worship section. 
There is also lots of information on our website, 
so check it out! 

Worship can be found in three places. After  
the Facebook premiere on Sunday at 9:30 am, 
the service is available on:

• Our website – www.stmarks-spokane.org 
under the tab “Worship Services.” Click on 
“Resources” to see the Sunday bulletin and 
worship folder for that particular service. To 
look at those before Sunday, go to the tab 
“Streaming” and you can get those documents 
in advance.

• Facebook – Our Facebook page is 
            “St. Mark’s Lutheran Church.”                         

• YouTube – Our YouTube channel 
                           is StMarksLutheranSpokane  

First, in your web browser, go 
to  You Tube.com, then in the 
s e a r c h b a r t y p e i n 
 “StMarksLutheranSpokane".

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEDITATION
We continue on Facebook with this opportunity to 

reflect Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. A pastor or lay 
person leads us in contemplation and prayer.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 
Lessons, Creed and Prayers

Have you enjoyed seeing different members 
leading the Creed and prayers, and reading  the 
Scripture lessons during our on-line services? 
We’d enjoy seeing you, too! This small 
commitment has a big impact on our worship 
service. Even if you’ve never done it before, this 
is a GREAT time to give it a whirl! 

These parts of the service  are recorded 
separately at church ahead of time, so safe 
distancing is maintained.

Contact Gina Bloom at Volunteers@StMarks-
Spokane.org or 509-413-8300 to find out more. 

STEWARDS OF CREATION
Our Stewards of Creation small group has 

accomplished a lot in its first year. We continue 
to learn about God’s call to each of us to be 
good stewards of the creation God has entrusted  
to us, and put those lessons into action.

Worship: Deployed creation stewardship as a 
theme of our fall stewardship program.

Education: Held multi-generational Sunday 
forums during the fall stewardship program on 
stewardship of forests, salmon, and waterways.

Building and Grounds: Accomplished an energy 
audit of the church building.

Community Engagement: Surveyed our own 
community members to better understand their 
interests and priorities and incorporate these into our 
thinking and planning for the future.

Advocacy: Joined the Earth Ministry community 
to begin to learn how faith communities are and can 
advocate for environmental justice.  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Worship
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ST. MARK’S WELCOMES 
NEW MEMBERS

Angela Sams grew up in 
Enumclaw and Olympia, 
and recently moved to 
Spokane from Seattle. 
She works as a copy 
editor. Angela has many 
hobbies including hiking, 
c o o k i n g , r e a d i n g , 
traveling, and playing the 
piano and saxophone. 
She loves living in the 
Spokane area, and is 
e x c i t e d t o b e c o m e 

involved in St. Mark’s and meet new people.  
Casper is her dog.

Linda Partoll is originally 
from Illinois but has lived 
in Spokane since 1993. 
She has three adult 
c h i l d r e n a n d i s a 
physician at Columbia 
Surgical Specialists. She 
loves adventure and 
being with friends and 
family.

Gwen and Mark Halaas 
moved to Spokane from 
West Fargo, ND, for 
Gwen, a family physician, 
to begin a new position 
as Vice Chancellor of 
WSU Spokane. Mark is a 
ret i red ELCA pastor. 
Mark’s sister Beth Halaas 
and family, and his Mom, 
Mary Helen Halaas, are 

members of St. Mark’s. Mark and Gwen look 
forward to seeing (more often!) their young 
grandchildren in Minnesota and Tennessee.

Evan and Hannah 
Fuller are both from 
Spokane. Evan is a 
p h a r m a c i s t a n d 
H a n n a h h a s a 
b a c k g r o u n d i n 
education. They keep 
busy with their two 
young sons, Ezra, 
who is three years 
old, and Jonah who 
was born in 2020. 

G e r r y a n d B a r b 
Wigren a re bo th 
o r i g i n a l l y f r o m 
A r l i n g t o n , 
Washington, but have 
lived in the Spokane 
area for the last eight 
years. They have two 
adult children. Gerry 
is retired from sales 
and is currently a 
part-time driver. Barb is a retired registered 
nurse.  He enjoys trap shooting, while she likes 
to do puzzles and bingo.  

J o n a n d 
Solveig Miller 
have lived in 
Spokane for 
over two years. 
S o l v e i g i s 
originally from 
Spokane and 
Jon i s f rom 
W e n a t c h e e . 
They have an 
adult daughter. Jon is a retired economics 
professor from University of Idaho, while Solveig 
is a retired nuclear medicine technician. She also 
has a history of owning a bed and breakfast and 
catering business. Jon enjoys reading, skiing, 
hiking, sailing, and playing the saxophone. 
Solveig’s hobbies also include reading and 
sailing, along with cooking, baking, and singing.   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GODLY PLAY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Please join us every Sunday morning at 

10:45 am for a Godly Play Sunday School story 
told by Katie Kadlec, and music by Ann Benson. 
All ages from 0-100 are welcome! These are pre-
recorded videos and can be enjoyed any time 
after they premiere on St. Mark's YouTube 
channel or our Facebook page.

CALLING ALL STUDENTS GRADES 1-6
Did you know that there’s a group of your 

church friends who meet every Sunday morning 
(over Zoom!) to sing and chat and play games? 
Alleluia Choir is in full swing and we are having a 
great year. The only thing that could make it 
better is if YOU would come join us! Ready to 
give it a try? Got questions? Contact Ann 
B e n s o n a t ( 5 0 9 ) 9 5 4 - 9 8 1 9 o r 
annmbbenson@gmail.com.

WWL and CONFIRMATION 
We hope you're enjoying Epiphany and 

school is going well this year! As you know, WWL 
and confirmation have started up again. As in the 
fall, WWL and confirmation classes will run on 
Wednesdays from 6:00 to 6:50 pm and we'll all 
join together in worship at 7:00 pm with the 
service on the St Mark's Facebook page.

SUNDAY FORUM (formerly Adult Forum) 
 We continue Sundays at 10:45 am on 

Facebook, with our focus on the Exile. We will be 
looking more closely at the book of Ezekiel, 
exploring big questions on the nature of evil, and 
welcome back Rabbi Tamar Malino to share 
Jewish perspectives.  
   January 17: ”Jewish perspectives on the Exile”, 
Rabbi Tamar Malino  
      January 24:  "Ezekiel on the Exile I”,  Pastor Kate  
      January 31:  Annual meeting - no Sunday Forum 
      February 7: "Ezekiel on the Exile II”, Pastor Kate 
      February 14: ”Isaiah on the Exile I”, Pastor Edwin 
      February 21: "Isaiah on the Exile II”, Pastor Edwin 
      February 28: ”By the Waters of Babylon - Psalm
                                            137”, Pastor Susan Briehl

EXCITING LEARNING OPPORTUNITY
COMING IN SPRING 

This spring St. Mark’s will be welcoming Dr. 
Daniel Smith-Christopher as a guest presenter 
as part of our vocational focus on the Exile - 
Called to Trust God’s Future. Smith-Christopher 
is a professor of theological studies at Loyola 
Marymount University in Los Angeles, CA and 
will be sharing his expertise with us through a 
series of Sunday Forums and a weekend virtual 
webinar. Be sure to save the date Saturday, 
April 17, when we plan to enjoy his main 
presentation; look for more details to come soon.

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday evening Bible study is back! Join 

Pastor Edwin as we examine part of the book of 
Isaiah over five weeks (January 14 - February 
11). We will be examining its composition and 
context, as well as diving deep into its middle 
section (chapters 40-55), often called Second 
Isaiah. This central section encompasses 
proclamations of consolation and promises of 
restoration to God's people in the face of exile. 

Each week, Pastor Edwin will release a video 
exploring each topic along with Bible readings 
and then we will meet on Thursday evenings at 
6:00 pm via Zoom for group discussion.
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Learning for All Ages

Healer of our every ill, light of each 
tomorrow,

give us peace beyond our fear, 
and hope beyond our sorrow.

You who know our fears and sadness, 
grace us with your peace and gladness;

Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.
From ELW 612 by Marty Haugen,

TEXT: reprinted under www.onelicense.net #A-706990

mailto:annmbbenson@gmail.com
http://www.onelicense.net
http://www.onelicense.net
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TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE

As we look forward to calling another pastor, 
St. Mark’s transition team was approved by the 
church council in October 2020 with the goal of 
completing the St. Mark’s Ministry Site Profile 
(MSP) by early January 2021, paving the way for 
the call interview process to begin. The MSP 
defines the life and work of our ministry at St. 
Mark’s, providing a great opportunity to engage 
the congregation in the process and together 
define our path forward in ministry. 

The transition team chose six key questions 
regard ing our min is t ry and asked the 
congregation to prayerfully respond. We 
received close to 40 responses and each of the 
six transition team members was assigned a 
question to find common threads and then write 
a summary. These responses from our members 
form an integral part of the completed MSP. 

The MSP document was approved at the 
January 11 council meeting and a call committee 
has been established and approved to begin the 
interview process in coordination with our synod.

MOVING AHEAD 
WITH THE CALL PROCESS

 
The transition team has finished its work in 

survey ing the congregat ion, gather ing 
demographic data, and describing what we are 
looking for in the next pastor to be called to St. 
Mark's. All this material has been put together in 
the Ministry Site Profile which has been 
approved by the church council and will be 
posted on the website of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.           

We give thanks for the good and timely work 
of the transition team whose members were Tim 
Devlin (chair), Sue Gilman, Tim Olson, Shanna 
Peterson, and Dick Thiel.  Pastor Mark Nelson 
was their advisor and guide, bringing his years of 
experience with the synod office in call 
processes.

The call committee will begin work now. The 
members, appointed by the church council, are 
Rich Bailey, Gina Bloom, Charlotte Mahar, Erik 
Manz, Jane Summers, Dave Troyke, and Kathy 

Hammonds, as alternate. They will meet first 
with the transition team to learn about their 
research, and also with Pastor Phil Meisner who 
is assistant to Bishop Kristin Kuempel. 

Then names of possible pastor candidates, 
with their files, will be recommended and given 
to us by the Synod office. Eventually some will 
be chosen for online interviews. Hopefully, by the 
time we are ready for in-person interviews, that 
will be possible because of the vaccine. 

Please pray for your call committee in this important 
work. Contact Pastor Kate if you have questions. 
We trust the Holy Spirit's wisdom and guidance 
as we search for the next pastor of St. Mark’s.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Marriages
Blessings on the marriage of Anna Jones, 

daughter of Tess Jones, and Derek Kirth at 
the time of their wedding. 

Sympathy
Prayers for the family of Dorothy Whetstone at 

the time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Cliff Rankin at the time 

of his death.  
Prayers for the family of Martha Ice at the time 

of her death.
Prayers for the family of Al Bjerkestrand at the 

time of his death.
Prayers for the family of Signe Swenson at the 

time of her death.  
Prayers for the family of Jack Gianotti, nephew 

of Katie Kadlec, at the time of his death.  
Prayers for the family of Knud Grosen, father of 

Liz Grosen, at the time of his death.  
Prayers for the family of Norman Peterson at 

the time of his death.
Prayers for the family of Janet O’Connor at the 

time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Marie Moe at the time 

of her death. 
Prayers for the family of Verna Eucker at the 

time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Paul Lewis Troyke, 

father of Dave Troyke, at the time of his 
death.   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SUNDAY NEIGHBORHOOD LUNCH 
AT ST. ANN’S

St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal for 
homeless and low income diners at St. Ann’s 
Ca tho l i c Church , i n the Eas t Cen t ra l 
neighborhood, on Sunday, February 21. Help is 
needed from around 10:00 am – 1:30 pm. Work 
includes set up, serving, and cleaning up. Please 
c o n t a c t D o n n a E v e n s o n a t 
donnae1111@gmail.com  or 434-4930 if you are 
interested in participating. We have a fun time and 
are looking to expand our group of volunteers and 
would love to have you join us! We will serve also 
on April 4, May 16 and June 27.

GLOBAL NEIGHBORHOOD THRIFT BIN
By Kendra Chapman

The St. Mark’s parking lot may be empty  of 
cars these days, but a donation bin supporting Global 
Neighborhood Thrift has taken up residence in our 
main lot. Donating your used household items is an 
easy way to put your faith into action and support the 
foreigner as Jesus called us to do.  

Approximately 500 refugees settle in 
Spokane every year. Navigating employment, 
housing, schooling, and transportation is a 
monumental task for people also facing language and 
cul tura l barr iers. Recogniz ing the refugee 
community’s need for continued support, Brent and 
Amy Hendricks founded Global Neighborhood Thrift in 
2011. GNT provides more than basic employment at a 
living wage; former refugee employees also gain 
English language skills, job training, a flexible 
schedule to support English language classes and 
other schooling, and a community of support here in 
Spokane. 

You can support Global Neighborhood Thrift 
by donating your gently used household items. (GNT 
is unable to accept car seats, baby cribs, auto parts, 
paint, chemicals, used mattresses or box springs, “old 
style” TVs and computer equipment, exercise 
equipment, or furniture that is not in excellent 
condition.) 

Non-resaleable textiles and other items more 
suited to recycling should be placed in a separate bag 
that is clearly labeled. 

More details about Global Neighborhood 
Thrift and how to donate oversized items can be 
found at gnthrift.com. 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     WITH LOVE, THE UNACCOMPANIED REFUGEE MINOR FOSTER CARE TEAM 

THANK YOU!

We are so deeply grateful for the dedication and

thoughtfulness of the Redeemer Lutheran

community! This year, our friends at Redeemer

made it possible for each of our foster families to

enjoy a meal from  a local Spokane restaurant, in

appreciation for their tireless care for our youth.

What a gift it is to work with this community.

URM Team at our holiday drive-thru. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, to the amazing St. Mark's

community! Our URM team is constantly amazed by the

generosity and commitment they extend to the youth in our

program, year after year. It was such a delight to work

together again, be it tracking down packages or wrapping

gifts of all shapes and sizes! We are so very thankful for

their endless support and celebration of our URM youth!

Our socially-distant Holiday Drive-

Thru went off without a hitch! What

a treat it was to catch a glimpse of

one anothers faces and spread a little

holiday cheer. We are so thankful!

Gina and Susan wrapping all 75 gifts!

18 foster families
received gift cards to
local restaurants

75 gifts went to 38 youth
and children this year!

we couldn't do what we do without you.



By Patti Berg

Once again, St. Mark’s did not disappoint the 
kids at Franklin Elementary. You heard the call 
and you responded. So many of you either 
donated enough money to support one or more 
children at Franklin or you donated toward the 
need. Thank you so much. The number of 
children in need of food continued to rise from 
the first day of school. We were also able to 
provide some health care essentials for many of 
the students and we were also able to contribute 
some toys, clothing and gift cards for Christmas.

St. Mark’s congregation is a special group of 
people and Franklin Elementary realizes that. 
They are very appreciative. Even with the 
pandemic, we have been able to serve our 
community in a meaningful way. THANK YOU.

HOLIDAY CHEER WAS SPREAD, 
APPRECIATED

Although we aren’t meeting in person 
regularly, the staff and pastors at St. Mark’s are 
doing everything we can to stay connected. 

This fall we had an Advent parade, enjoyed 
the Christmas pageant on Zoom, and the staff 
even had a Zoom Christmas party of their own. 
The youth also enjoyed an Epiphany luminaria 
walk; those pictures can be seen on the youth 
pages. Videos, and more pictures can be seen 
on our Facebook page or YouTube.

wrapping donated gifts

St. Mark’s Friends,
Your generosity is inspiring! Thank you for 

supporting this year’s Tree of Giving. We were 
able to purchase gifts for Lutheran Community 
Services foster children and unaccompanied 
minors, and provide grocery gift cards to SPEAR 
families.  Celebrations looked different this year 
(see LCS’s thank you for more about this) but 
your presents were delivered to very excited kids 
and families.  

One of the things I love most about this 
year’s Tree of Giving was being able to use our 
combined resources to make sure each child got 
exactly what they had asked for, especially in 
cases where these were the only gifts they 
received.  I’m hopeful that next year’s Tree of 
Giving will return to the St. Mark’s narthex, but it 
was amazing to have this tradition be so 
successful in the midst of so much change.  

A special thank you to Susan Hagen, mentor 
and gift wrapper extraordinaire, for her help and 
guidance!

Warmly,
Gina Bloom
Volunteer Coordinator 

SPEAR 
SPEAR has received 

many thank you letters from  
f a m i l i e s . T h i s f a l l w e 
furnished 20 Thanksgiving meals, and Christmas 
gift cards to more than 25 families. There are 
roughly 135 people being served, 20 living in 
cars or campers. 

SPEAR is distributing food from many 
sources: Second Harvest, Feed Spokane, and of 
course the generous contributions from St 
Mark’s! The families in the SPEAR neighborhood 
help distribute food to other families. Some 
families have even cooked meals to deliver to 
families in vans and campers. 

Thanks to all the St Mark’s families who have 
contributed financially or by bringing food and 
hygiene items. We hope to continue this ministry 
for as long as it is needed.

Pat Manz 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ADVENT PARADE

Pastor Edwin

Pastor Kate and Rich Bailey

 

    Ann Benson

To join a group meeting by Zoom, please 
email the church office at office@stmarks-
spokane.org and mention which group interests 
you. You will receive a Zoom invite.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE - Meet by Zoom
Every Tuesday, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation to study 
the Scripture texts for the week. All are 
welcome.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH - Meet by Zoom
First Tuesday, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677

All women are invited to this fellowship 
group for conversation, laughter, prayer and 
virtual refreshments. Pastor Kate leads.

GEN-X GROUP - Meet by Zoom
Second Tuesday, 7:00 pm
Questions: Steve Somers, 869-8457

This group of Gen-X aged men (40s 
through 50s) meets throughout the year. There 
is lively discussion on faith and life issues. 
SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS - Meet by Zoom
Second & Fourth Wednesdays, 7:00 am
Questions: Dave Troyke, 879-1423

This men’s group has lots of laughs and 
interesting discussions about everything. All men 
are welcome, saints and sinners! 

THEOLOGY ON TAP - Meet by Zoom
Third Tuesday, June 18, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 747-6677

This group has great conversation and 
fellowship with young adults (21 years and 
older). Pastor Edwin leads the discussion.

STEWARDS OF CREATION – Meet by Zoom
Meets mostly bi-weekly, but somewhat irregularly
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 747-6677

This small group meets to learn more about 
care of the earth and our divine calling to be 
good stewards of creation.
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Our congregation has provided support for this 
project. The Myers family are members of 

St. Mark’s.

Dear St. Mark’s Community,
Thank you very much for your generous 

donation to the Mozambique School Lunch 
Initiative. Your ongoing support has really made 
a difference for kids in Mozambique, who are 
going to school with the promise of a hot lunch 
every day. We feel truly blessed to have the 
opportunity to see Christ in each child we serve. 
This is a wonderful way to share our love, even 
with those we do not know. Thank you for your 
ca re and p rayers fo r the ch i ld ren o f 
Mozambique. 

Blessings, 
Cara Myers

Happy New Year from the Mozambique 
School Lunch Initiative! We have several exciting 
new initiatives underway for 2021. Featured 
here: the preschool construction and the women 
in charge of the chicken coop. Right now, we are 
laying the foundation for more growth in 2021 -- 
both figuratively and literally! This is the site of 
the new community preschool in Duvane, a pilot 
initiative to include younger children in MSLI's 
school lunch program. Find out more at https://
www.mozambiqueschoollunchinitiative.org/ or 
their Facebook page. 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ST. MARK’S STAFF CHRISTMAS PARTY

Masks were the gifts.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT CAST


