
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR EDWIN

Dear friends in Christ,
I am a very task-oriented person;  it is basi-

cally how I make sure everything gets done (or 
so I tell myself). As a teenager, I would dread 
finding a to-do list from my mother on the week-
end after sleeping in, potentially ruining what I 
planned to be a lovely day away from responsi-
bility. And yet, in my adulthood, if I ever want to 
really get something done, making a list is the 
first thing I do: First organize the chaos (to an 
extent) into smaller manageable tasks, then tackle 
each one in turn till the beast is conquered.

Task-driven work can accomplish a lot. A list 
helps to keep me focused and organizes the 
challenge before me. But it can also make me 
somewhat shortsighted: If something happens 
not to make it onto the list it is often far from my 
mind. In this way, all the means of organizing the 
chaos of my life can be like a talisman to this 
perfectionist: If only I make sure to put every-
thing on the list, if only I make sure my calendar 
stays up to date, then somehow I imagine I will 
have accomplished all and finally be able to rest 
assured that everything is done.

This is a powerfully seductive fantasy, if for 
no other reason than the reality that there is al-
ways another task to accomplish. But I think it is 
also attractive to this perfectionist who feels a lot 
of satisfaction checking things off his list. And yet 
part of the allure here is an illusion, that the prin-
ciple metric by which we measure our success is 
through our accomplishment. Yet our vocation is 
less focused on what we check off our to-do lists.
Our God-given callings are far more than simply                                        
a list of accomplishments. It is about a lot more -  
our gifts and skill, how we share them, and how 
we relate to our neighbor. Indeed, part of the 
meaning and purpose behind our calling is our 
connection with each other!     

                                        continued next page
 

NEW!
Traditional 

SO MUCH IS HAPPENING AT ST. MARK’S! 

Advent and Christmas are coming, with a 
return to favorite traditions and some new and 
exciting twists. Christmas Eve services have a 
new schedule, Holden Evening Prayer and Ad-
vent wreaths return, and the Sunday School 
pageant goes mobile with a walking pageant! 
The Tree of Giving will stand once again in the 
narthex but will collect blankets and gift cards.

The Understanding Poverty and Stewards of 
Creation groups are busy, social ministries and 
Bible study are active, and more Faith and Fel-
lowship groups meet in person. 

St. Mark’s youth have been having fun to-
gether in person (pumpkin bowling?) and spent 
time in a service project and some learning. 
LOTS of PICTURES.

And there’s much more besides.

             IT’S ALL INSIDE! 
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PASTOR EDWIN       continued from previous page

Lately in my ministry, I have had a lot to get 
done and my check list has been long. I think it is 
the same for all the staff at St. Mark’s and I know 
it is for you too as over the past year life has 
thrown more our way than any one of us can 
handle. And yet I can also see a number of ac-
complishments over the past several months in 
the ministry of St. Mark’s. We have been busy 
regathering for worship, Godly Play, Sunday Fo-
rum, Bible studies, small groups, WWL, and so 
much more.

Always in ministry, to keep the energy up and 
the programs vibrant, we thrive with strong par-
ticipation and a network of support among our 
volunteers. I am so thankful for you who have 
given of your time, empowering our ministry, 
both for those who have long been in service to 
this community and for those taking on new 
roles. Together we have honored our confir-
mands, fed food-insecure families, supported 
Afghan refugees, shared rides with non-driving 
members, and many more wonderful things.

During this time of regathering there have 
been a lot of requests from your St. Mark’s lead-
ers. As we go about our ministry, we will always 
be inviting you into this work. To those who have 
continued their support or stepped into a new 
role - thank you! You are making our ministry 
possible, and not only that but vibrant and joyful. 
To those who have stepped away from a role - 
thank you for your service! We appreciate what 
you have done and respect your need to focus 
your energy elsewhere. For those who have said 
“no, not right now,” or “I don’t see myself in that 
role,” - thank you for contemplating helping us 
out! When we ask for your help we know the 
answer won’t always be yes, but we appre-
ciate your prayerful consideration of our re-
quests.

Even so, it can feel uncomfortable to say no 
when your church family reaches out. I hope that 
you don’t feel pressured but rather empowered 
to help in the ways that you can. We don’t want 
to burden anyone with too much, nor do we want 
to take anyone for granted, especially during this 
challenging time. We do appreciate all the sup-
port you provide to this community to make St. 

Mark’s who we are. Perhaps, as one very fo-
cused on his checklist, I need to be reminded of 
how much we are doing and are able to accom-
plish right now, not always in concrete ways but 
rather in the building up of the body of Christ 
here in this place.

We are being regathered for community right 
now, and it is that togetherness that truly makes 
it not only special but also holy. When we invite 
you into our ministry at St. Mark’s, it is not simply 
about accomplishing something on our to-do list 
but rather a cultivation of relationship with each 
other through a mutual serving of one another. 
They are tied together, one and the same in the 
end: our service to one another and our connec-
tion to one another. Thank you for the ways, 
seen and unseen, in which you are engaged in 
building up this community, whether on our 
checklists or not.

In Christ’s peace,
Pastor Edwin Weber

PASTOR KATE WILL BE PART-TIME

Beginning January 1, 2022, Pastor Kate will 
work half-time. She will be at the church two and 
a half to three days a week and will take off one 
Sunday a month. She will be at St. Mark’s on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Sunday mornings, 
and will take a rotation at Saturday evening ser-
vices, Sunday afternoon activities, or other nec-
essary times for memorial services and special 
occasions.

This has been part of the plan for the pas-
toral staff since we began looking for a new lead 
pastor. Pastor Lori will be fully “up to speed” at 
St. Mark’s by the first of the year and that will 
allow Pastor Kate to cut back. She is looking 
forward to more grandchild and more quilting 
time, while being thankful to remain active as a 
pastor at St. Mark’s in a limited schedule. 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THE GRINCH IS OUT THERE. 
DON’T LET HIM STEAL FROM YOU!

As we approach the gift-giving season, 
please note: No one from St. Mark’s will ever 
directly ask you for funds (or gift cards) by 
email or text. We have recently had several in-
stances of staff emails (both work and personal) 
or cell numbers being hacked, and messages 
have gone out requesting these types of items. 
When in doubt, please contact the church office 
at 509.747.6677 or office@stmarks-spokane.org.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council meets on Monday, 

December 13, at 7:00 pm in the conference 
room.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
The pastors are interested in supporting the 

congregation in cases of medical emergency. We 
would appreciate having an “in case of emer-
gency” contact, whether a relative, neighbor, or 
close friend, for our congregational database. 
Please contact the church office with that infor-
mation at office@stmarks-spokane.org or 
509.747.6677.

LENTEN BOXES
Thanks to all who faithfully collected coins (or 

dollar bills) for the ELCA World Hunger program 
during Lent this year. After counting all the box 
contents, we happily sent a check for $ 240 to 
this organization.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
We have finished having pictures taken for 

our new and up-to-date directory. Please feel 
free to send in a new picture by email if you 
didn’t get a chance to have one taken at St. 
Mark’s. Portrait orientation (vertical) will work 
best for our needs. If we don’t get an updated 
picture of you, we will use the ones from our last 
directory, from 2015.

NEW MEMBER CLASSES 
Classes continue on Sundays from 3:00 – 

4:00 pm through Sunday, November 21.  The 
classes cover St. Mark’s history and what it 
means to be a Lutheran. Please contact the 
c h u r c h o f f i c e a t 5 0 9 . 7 4 7 . 6 6 7 7 o r a t 
office@stmarks-spokane.org if you or anyone 
you know would like more information on becom-
ing a member at St. Mark’s. 

OFFICE CLOSURES
The church office will be closed on the follow-

ing days:
• Thursday, November 25 and Friday, 

November 26 – Thanksgiving Day and 
the day after

• Friday, December 24, Christmas Eve

• Monday, December 27 – Christmas 
break

• Friday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve

• Monday, January 17 – Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day

• Monday, February 24 – President’s Day 
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  NOTE THIS!

VOLUNTEERS
Thank you, worship volunteers, for so 

generously sharing with our community. 
From the surface, our pool of time and 
talent initially appeared a little shallow, 
but every day we find that what lies below 
is truly deep and wide. You folks are a joy 
to work with! 

We welcome any and all who would 
like to serve. We’d still appreciate more 
help at early worship with ushering and 
altar guild. 

Please contact Gina Bloom, Volunteer 
Coordinator at 509.413.8300 or volun-
teers@stmarks-spokane.org.

mailto:volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org


HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER FOR ADVENT

Center yourself this Advent. On Wednes-
days December 1, 8, 15 and 22 at 7:00 pm, we 
will be using this popular and seasonally appro-
priate vespers service. The service lasts around 
30 minutes. Your prayer time will be accompa-
nied by beautiful music as we look to the light of 
Christ to scatter the darkness.

ADVENT WREATHS

Advent wreath kits will be available for all of 
St. Mark’s congregation to pick up in the narthex 
on Sundays, November 21 and November 28. 
Advent rings, candles, prayers, greenery, and 
instructions will be set out for you to assemble at 
home.   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MONEY MATTERS 

We have certainly started off fall with a bang! It is rewarding to have in-person worship again and a 
full complement of pastors – welcome, Pastor Lori! Looking at the giving numbers, even though these 
are negative, our programming and staffing have increased. We are in a far better position now com-
pared to past years. Whether you contribute by volunteering, financially, or both, it is all important to the 
life of St. Mark’s. Thank you for turning in (or filling out online) your pledge cards; it helps us to forecast 
our next year’s budget.

We are so grateful for all contributions given to St. Mark’s, large and small. 
I was recently asked by a member about service charges for giving online. When your gift is pro-

cessed with your credit card, we are charged the usual credit card fee. If we set up giving that is taken 
from your checking account through Vanco Give, the charge is minimal. By donating directly, we are 
charged NOTHING. 

If I can answer any questions regarding this, please don’t hesitate to email or call me.

Loris Stupel
Parish Life Coordinator
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

Fund
October 
Giving 

Year-to-date 2021 Operating Budget 

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 
56,440.00

$ 
542,831.05

$ 
549,454.94

$ 
700,350.00

$ 
-6,623.89

Mortgage $ 5,602.00 $ 55,614.21 $ 61,206.12 $ 58,570.00 $ 
-5,591.91

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
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Christmas at St. Mark’s 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES – new schedule this year!

 
  4:00 pm worship – Family worship with children’s sermon, candlelight, and Communion 

  8:00 pm worship – Traditional worship with candlelight and Communion
10:00 pm worship – Traditional worship with candlelight and Communion 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 – no worship 
Sunday, December 26 – 10:45 am, one service only 

Saturday, January 1 – 5:30 pm worship 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Sunday, November 21 - Advent party at 9:45 - 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. The children will be 
making ornaments, Advent chains, and paper wreaths while listening to Christmas music. All families 

are welcome! It will be a festive time to help enter the season of Advent.
Sunday, November 28 - No Sunday School due to the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. 

December 12 – Walking Christmas Pageant at 9:45 am 
December 19 – No Sunday School 
December 26 – No Sunday School 

January 2 – No Sunday School 
January 9 – Sunday School resumes in the Fellowship Hall 9:45-10:30 am.

WALKING CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: Road to Bethlehem
Sunday, December 12 at 9:45 am

 
All Sunday School families are invited to attend our first-ever “walking Christmas pageant”, pre-

sented by the children of the Sunday School. We will meet on Sunday, December 12 at 9:45am under 
the roof of the entryway patio and follow Mary and Joseph, walking around the church grounds as 
they make their way to Bethlehem. Wear warm winter clothing. Hot chocolate afterwards!

Schedule for pageant activities, all on Sundays:
November 21: All parts and roles assigned

December 5: 9:45 am Pageant rehearsal during Sunday School
December 12: 8:30 am Pageant rehearsal during the 8:30am worship service

9:45 am Walking Christmas Pageant: Road to Bethlehem
Please contact Ann Benson with any questions at 509-954-9819 or annmbbenson@gmail.com.

                        
See also TREE OF GIVING, page 9.

mailto:annmbbenson@gmail.com
mailto:annmbbenson@gmail.com


CHECK OUT WHAT’S COMING UP:
We’ve been having tons of fun and would love to 
see you at our upcoming events.

LOCK-IN
Let’s have an all-night party, Friday, No-

vember 19 at 7:00 pm – Saturday, November 20 
at 9:00 am.

We'll have the church to ourselves so can 
play games like Sardines, make yummy food, 
and more. Open to all youth in grades 7-12.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Celebrating the season with a yuletide bash, 
Sunday, December 12, 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm.

We are meeting at the church for some fes-
tive fun. There will be a Christmas cookie deco-
rating contest, music, snacks, games, gifts and 
more. Ugly Christmas sweaters are optional but 
encouraged! Open to any youth in grades 7-12.

                                          continued next page
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Youth

CONFIRMATION took place on Reformation Sunday, October 31.  We celebrated this group of 
youth who participated in WWL and Confirmation classes in person and by Zoom, a new experience 
for these young people. They were flexible and willing to learn in new ways. CONGRATULATIONS to 
Charles Tucker McIntire, Sydney Monet Pike, Kaden Than Pinyo, Zoe Isabella Smith, Cole Elliott Van 
Gordon, Ellie Lee Spedden, Sophie Dean Spedden, and Johanna E.E. Schuele-Van Aken (not pictured).



MORE UPCOMING YOUTH ACTIVITIES

WWL: WALKING WITH THE LIGHT
WWL winter session begins Wednesdays, 

January 5 through February, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.
Our Wednesday evening programming is 

open to youth in grades 5-12. It includes dinner, 
Confirmation classes for older youth, small group 
time for younger youth, and worship.

SUNDAY COOL
Sundays, 9:45 am - 10:30 am.

Join us in the youth room between first and 
second service on Sundays. It’s a great time to 
check in, share some highs and lows, play a 
game, or jump into a quick devotional. Open to 
youth in grades 7-12.

TEC: TEENS ENCOUNTERING CHRIST
Friday, January 14 – Sunday, January 16

TEC is a unique teen-run weekend where we 
share faith stories and grow together through 
various group activities. The event takes place at 
St John’s Cathedral with food provided. This 
treasured program is open to all confirmed 
youth.

WHAT WE’VE BEEN DOING LATELY

The return to in-person activities has been a 
blessing for us as we’ve been having fun in the 
sun and inside as well. Of course, it wouldn’t be 
fall without playing Calvin’s own Wizard Party!

We kicked off the school year with ice-block-
ing, including a few tumbles trying to stay on. 
Later in September we took advantage of the 
pleasant weather and enjoyed an outdoor movie 
on our Parish House lawn. If you haven’t seen it 
already, the movie ‘Onward’ is a tender movie 
about family and encouraging one another with 
some goofy fun. 

We kicked off November by making fleece tie 
blankets that we’re donating to the Vanessa Be-
han Crisis Nursery. If you don’t know about 
them, they provide a safe place for children in 
need of a safe home.

Halloween wouldn’t be quite the same with-
out a party. Our costumed youth bowled a tough 
pumpkin into some soda bottle pins, some of 
which exploded on impact (one even took off like 
a rocket!). Moving inside, we carved pumpkins, 
ate candy, and played games. It was an evening 
to remember.

More Halloween pictures next page. 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MORE HALLOWEEN
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   TREE OF GIVING
      Blanket and Gift Card Fund
  The Tree of Giving will return to the St. 

Mark’s narthex on November 28 and tradition 
will return with it. Our aim is to fill holiday wishes 
of LCS foster youth and brighten holiday meals 
for our SPEAR neighbors. 

Let us keep things simple in these complex 
times. Instead of purchasing presents this year, 
LCS has asked us to give a cozy blanket and a 
gift card to each of their foster youth. There are 
27 courageous young people who are unaccom-
panied minor refugees living in Spokane in group 
homes, foster homes, and setting up their own 
places. Five are expected to arrive from Af-
ghanistan before the New Year. All are 16-20 
years old.

We are also partnering with SPEAR, which 
will purchase and give grocery gift cards to sup-
plement holiday meals for 25 families in the East 
Central neighborhood. SPEAR will deliver these 
gifts through their food bank which you have 
been supporting year-round.

Around this year’s Tree of Giving, you will 
see warm blankets and find Christmas en-
velopes for your monetary gifts. Please keep the 
tag as a remembrance and offer prayers for our 
neighbors. We are eagerly supporting more peo-
ple this year and know that we can count on the 
generosity of our community to be able to pur-
chase substantial gift cards. Your donations will 
also be accepted in the offering plate, via mail or 
the Offering/Giving tab on our web page, 
www.stmarks-spokane.org or click on this Tree of 
Giving Link.

Please have your donations delivered to 
St. Mark’s no later than Wednesday, Decem-
ber 8.   Questions? Please call Gina Bloom 
509.413.8300.

Thank you for your loving generosity!

UNDERSTANDING POVERTY GROUP
There are 37 million people living in poverty 

in America today. Youth are the poorest among us. 
We have completed review of two books: 

Broke in America by Joanne Samuel Goldblum 
and Colleen Shaddox, and Understanding 
Poverty by Ruby Payne. We are discussing the 
complex issues of poverty including the differ-
ence between situational poverty and chronic or 
generational poverty. 

We learn:
• Poverty is not just about lacking sufficient 

income. It means an individual does not 
have the essentials needed in life. Pover-
ty is primarily caused by poor education, 
obsolete skills, death, divorce, desertion, 
alcohol and drug use, illness, loss of job, 
mental illness, national disaster, and 
economic downturn. 

• Systems needed for survival include  
housing, employment, transportation, wa-
ter and power, food, hygiene and health, 
and childcare. As people struggle to meet 
each basic need, the systems that pro-
vide services can work individually or to-
gether to keep people from bringing 
themselves out of poverty.

• Generational poverty (having at least two 
generations in poverty) maintains a “cul-
ture of poverty,” a set of beliefs, values 
and forms of language/communication 
which inhibits people from changing their 
life circumstances. 

We act: 
• The group is coordinating a project in the 

East Central neighborhood at Stevens 
school to provide hygiene supplies for 
teachers to distribute to students in need. 
St. Mark’s has a long-term connection 
with this impoverished neighborhood 
through SPEAR Ministries.

We will begin reading Evicted by Matthew 
Desmond.

Please consider joining this exciting group as 
we learn, discuss and work to make a difference. 

Contact Pat Manz for more information.
                           more Social Ministry next page 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Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org
https://app.clovergive.com/App/Form/75591468-08db-46e8-a853-a47d2796c70a
https://app.clovergive.com/App/Form/75591468-08db-46e8-a853-a47d2796c70a
http://www.apple.com


SOCIAL MINISTRY   continued from previous page

AFGHAN REFUGEE SUPPORT 
Thank you for all the contributions you have 

given to support the Afghan refugees who are 
coming to Spokane in the next few months. As of 
October 31, we have collected $3,725, which will 
be given to World Relief, here in Spokane. They 
expect several hundred refugees to arrive in 
Spokane soon. Their work includes refugee re-
settlement and help with immigration legal ser-
vices to name just a bit of what they do.

SPEAR 
Spear continues its ministry in the East Cen-

tral neighborhood by maintaining the food pantry 
for 20 to 25 families. This summer and fall many 
families were thrilled to receive produce from the 
garden at St Mark’s. 

This Thanksgiving each family will receive a 
turkey and all the other ingredients for a festive 
meal. For Christmas we plan to give families the 
ingredients for Christmas baking as well as gift 
cards that can be used for family Christmas 
presents. The SPEAR board also is trying to 
purchase $20 gift cards for families struggling to 
keep up with gas prices.

St Mark’s has been so generous with dona-
tions of canned goods and hygiene products. 
Over the years many churches were involved 
with SPEAR, but as memberships declined and 
churches closed, St Mark’s has been the steady 
beacon of hope for the families in the area. If you 
are able to make a donation, please send a 
check to St. Mark’s with “turkey fund” in the 
memo line. Thank you!

SHALOM MINISTRIES
Shalom Ministries is located at New Commu-

nity Church in downtown Spokane. A fire oc-
curred on September 27 at the church shortly 
after their worship ended. Thankfully no one was 
harmed and the fire department responded 
quickly. 

Shalom Ministries, serving meals from the 
basement of New Community, was unable to 
serve warm meals for two weeks as the gas was 
disconnected. The Core Team (volunteers or 

employees who come from the homeless or 
downtown community), with the help of CHAS 
Health and Catholic Charities’ outreach team 
members, were able to serve sandwiches in the 
interim to our Dining with Dignity guests.

In spite of their on-going struggles, our 
guests express gratitude for their meals and the 
services provided by the outreach and health 
workers. They say, “God bless you, and thank 
you so much!” 

The amazing generosity of St. Mark’s mem-
bers helps keep the low-income downtown resi-
dents and homeless people in warm clothing.  
Each Sunday the bin is full of coats, blankets, 
clothing and sometimes sleeping bags which are 
promptly distributed the next week or kept on 
hand for observed need as we see people come 
for a meal without shoes, coats or clothing ap-
propriate for the weather.

Thank you, St Marks!
For more information contact Deidre Jacobson.

BITE2GO 
by Patti Berg

Even though not everyone is able to come to 
St. Mark’s in person, you still stepped up to the 
plate and offered to support the 32 children in 
need for extra food at Franklin Elementary. That 
number may get larger as the year goes on, but 
for now, thank you for your continued support.  

Thank you, St. Mark’s! You are a special 
congregation and Franklin Elementary is very 
appreciative of your kindness.
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KITS
St. Mark’s participates in two of the annual 

drives for Lutheran World Relief. This year we 
collected a record number of items to distribute 
to refugees around the world. We put together 
144 School Kits and 120 Personal Care Kits. 

Thanks to all who were able to contribute 
with items and those who spent the time assem-
bling them with the specifications requested by 
Lutheran World Relief. 
                                    more Social Ministry next page
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SOCIAL MINISTRY   continued from previous page

CROSSWALK
Crosswalk is a downtown center which cares 

for teens in need. Some teens are houseless, 
some just need a community. 

There is a high school program at the site, 
and Crosswalk serves three meals a day to any 
teen who needs one. St. Mark’s provides dinner 
and lunch food on the fourth Thursday of the 
month, including tacos every month. The lun-
cheon items you donate provide the teens’ 
lunches for every day of the following week. 

The Sunday before our day, there are sign-
up sheets for people to donate what is needed 
for lunches - lunch meats, cheeses, bread, fruit, 
veggies, juice and milk. Cookies are always wel-
come! Food donations can be left at church in 
the refrigerator and on the kitchen island. It is 
helpful if you mark the items “Crosswalk.” Please 
leave your donation each fourth Thursday of 
the month before 3:00 pm. Thank you for all 
your contributions. 

MOZAMBIQUE SCHOOL LUNCH INITIATIVE
The Mozambique School Lunch Initiative is a 

non-profit organization that invests in communi-
ty-owned school lunch programs to improve child 
nutrition and stimulate agricultural development. 

This program was started by daughter and 
father team and St. Mark’s members Cara and 
Paul Myers. They are part of a team of Mozam-
bicans and Americans who are passionate about 
creating opportunities for children to live healthy, 
productive lives. Eighty percent of the population 
of Mozambique cannot afford an adequate diet, 
and almost half of all children are considered 
chronically malnourished. 

Well-fed children learn better.

The Duvane 
farmer group is 
busy harvesting 
beans. Most of 
these beans will 
be sold to the 
school lunch 
program, pro-
viding farmers 
with cash in-
come and pro-
viding students 
with nutritious 
food.

Harvesting and 
sorting beans 
at MSLI. Beans 
are the farmers’ 
biggest crop, 
bringing in the 
most income 
and providing a 
key source of 
protein  for 
school lunches.

MSLI’s 
preschools are 
helping younger 
kids get the nu-
trition and early 
childhood edu-
cation they 
need at an ear-
ly age. And 
they’re having 
fun!
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Dear Faith Friends:
What a great summer of growing we have enjoyed, both for our garden 

projects and for our Stewards of Creation team! Many thanks to the support of the 
St. Mark’s family for these meaningful projects and demonstration of growing acts 
of creation kindness.

The GEM Garden boxes (by the Parish House) produced 25 different types of 
fresh produce totaling 100 lbs. that Pat Manz helped us deliver to SPEAR families. 
We received word that the families appreciated the produce and the herbs! The 
team to thank when you see them includes: Tara and Michele Phelan, Angela 
Sams, Sue Garrison, Pat Manz, Laren Sunde, Edwin Weber and Janet Farness. 
And for our planter box builders: Roger Chase, Randy Belstad and Rick Young.

The Prairie Garden (adjacent to the handicapped parking) has its makeover 
underway. Twenty-five native and pollinator-friendly plants have been added and 
much grass, many weeds and invasive thistles removed. The Prairie Garden re-
mains a work in progress and will resume this spring. Team members on the 
project include: Pat Manz, Martha Harvie, Marianne Ophardt, Janet Farness and 
Laren Sunde.

The Resurrection Garden (i.e., composting bins outside the kitchen door) 
benefitted from the end-of-summer plant material from the GEM gardens and will 
be receiving coffee grounds and kitchen greens throughout the winter. Thanks to 
Rick Young and Randy Belstad for formalizing the structures using recycled wood-
en pallets. Laren Sunde is our master composter/advisor. We thank various 
kitchen teams for their enthusiasm in helping the Resurrection Garden grow and 
produce good soil for our other growing projects!

Glass Communion Cups Are Coming! We thank Pat Manz, the Altar Guild 
team, washing volunteers and the pastors for their support during this transition in 
our worship life. As part of creation stewardship, washing and re-using communion 
cups will help diminish waste and use of single-use supplies. Thanks in advance 
for your adaptability!

Peace,
Janet Farness
Edwin Weber
Stewards of Creation Co-Chairs

PICTURED: Some of the bounty from the Stewards of Creation garden.



SUNDAY SCHOOL
Godly Play is a Sunday School program 

which uses the Montessori approach to nourish 
and guide children’s spiritual growth and lan-
guage through wonder and play. Children are 
able to use their everyday life to relate to the sa-
cred stories, liturgy, and parables. 

All children ages three years old through 
grade six are welcome to attend Godly Play. We 
gather every Sunday from 9:45 – 10:30 am in 
the Fellowship Hall. Please call/text Katie Kadlec 
at 360.600.3633 if you are interested or have 
any questions. 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
We will be taking our usual Advent break in 

December, but Bible study will return on Thurs-
day evenings starting January 13 at 7 pm. In 
winter 2022 we will look at stories from the He-
brew Bible that were shaped by the Babylonian 
Exile, a time when God’s people retold ancient 
faith stories in a way that addressed the context 
of their day.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE 
Every Tuesday, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the 
conference room to study the Scripture texts for 
the week. All are welcome.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday of the month, Tues., Dec. 7, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 509.747.6677

Eat, Pray, Laugh meets in the Parish House. 
All women are invited to this fellowship group 
for conversation, laughter, prayer and refresh-
ments. Pastor Kate leads this group. 

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesdays, Dec. 8 & 22,   
                      Jan. 12 & 26, Feb. 9 & 23, 7:00 am

Questions: Dave Troyke, 509.879.1423
This men’s group has lots of laughs and in-

teresting discussions about a variety of topics. All 
men are welcome, saints and sinners! We meet 
at Perkins (Division and Spokane Falls Blvd.).

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday of the month,  7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 509.747.6677

This group has great conversation and fel-
lowship with adults in their 30s rotating through 
local brewpubs and wineries. Pastor Edwin leads 
the discussion.

THE MEANDERING BUNCH 
Usually second Friday of the month, 10:00 am 
Questions: Martha Harvie, 509.279.3599 
 This group plans regular outings of walking 
with others while socializing. Sometimes we eat 
at a location to be determined. All women are 
welcome! Our tentative schedule at this time:

• Dec. 10 – Clinkerdagger’s at The Flour Mill, 
meet at 11:30 am. Contact Martha if you are 
interested as reservations are necessary.

• January 14 – meet at St. Mark’s for plan-
ning for 2022.

STEWARDS OF CREATION
First Monday of the month via Zoom
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 509.747.6677

This small group meets to learn more about 
care of the earth and our divine calling to be 
good stewards of creation.

UNDERSTANDING POVERTY
Meets monthly at various locations
Questions: Pat Manz, 509.879.7408

We are exploring extending our relationship 
with the local schools in neighborhoods of great 
need to help support students and local families 
with hygiene supplies. This is just a start to doing 
more in our community to help in reducing pover-
ty. Look elsewhere in the Messenger for more 
information. 
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Learning for All Ages

Faith and Fellowship Groups



OUTDOOR CLEANUP
Thanks to all who spent a beautiful Saturday morn-

ing at St. Mark’s, on the roof, on the Parish House lawn 
and all around the parking lot. We gathered leaves, 
trimmed unruly branches and much more.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Funerals
Zachary Panther on September 18, 2021
Austin Cobb on September 19, 2021
Ken Bridgeman on October 9, 2021
Lyle Orness on October 15, 2021

Graveside Service
Leslie Rendle on November 19, 2021

Sympathy
Prayers for the family of Bernadine Mont-

gomery at the time of her death.  

Prayers for the family of Phyllis Wester at the 
time of her death.

Prayers for the family of Lyle Orness at the 
time of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Ted Henry, father of 
Lisa Henry VanMansum, at the time of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Helen Griswold at the 
time of her death.  

Prayers for the family of Ron Heide, father of Ron-
na, Kristi, & Angie Heide, at the time of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Leslie Rendle at the 
time of her death.  


