
ST. MARK’S CELEBRATES 75 YEARS!

Have you ever had the experience of a birth-
day that is suddenly upon you? In the year of our 
Lord, 2022, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church cele-
brates 75 years of ministry in the name of Jesus 
Christ. To many of us, it seems like only yester-
day that we were celebrating 50 years! Where 
did the last 25 years go?

Let’s find out, shall we? Beginning in June 
and continuing through December we will cele-
brate who we have been as a congregation over 
these past 75 years. 

On June 5, Pentecost Sunday, Pastor Dick 
Finch, who is the longest serving pastor of St. 
Mark’s, will again preach from the pulpit. Be sure 
to wear RED to symbolize the color of Pentecost. 
At 9:30, in between services, there will be a re-
ception where you will learn more about our 75th 
anniversary celebration

Over the years, hundreds of pictures have 
been taken of the church building, choir, Sunday 
School children, church staff, congregational 
gatherings and more. These pictures will be or-
ganized and presented to you in a number of dif-
ferent formats. In many ways, we have changed 
over the years; in other ways, we are much the 
same. You’ll see.

There is so much history to share with you. 
Did you know that St. Mark’s began worshipping 
in the Masonic Temple just a few blocks south on 
Grand Avenue? Do you know what year our 
building was remodeled or who the pastors were 
who led this campaign? You’ll find out!

Many other events are planned this year, especially      
                                                        continued next page  

CELEBRATING ANN 
BENSON

Please join us as we 
celebrate Ann Benson, 
who is retiring from her position as Director of 
Children’s Arts, on Sunday, June 12, at 10:30 
after the second service. We want to thank her 
for the many years of giving the youth of St. 
Mark’s many varied arts experiences including 
singing, directing plays, painting and drawing, 
organizing Christmas pageants and more.

Ann Benson loves stories. She loves to ex-
plore them in song, in books, in theater, and in 
movies, and since 2004 she has helped St. 
Mark’s young people tell them in so many ways.

Ann’s involvement with children at St. Mark’s 
has included the Lucia brides at smorgasbord, the 
Sunday School Christmas pageant and opening 
and closing music, Alleluia Choir, LutherArts for 
first through fourth graders, direction of several 
plays, Vacation Bible School, Godly Play Sunday 
School, and the Advent breakfast along with Jane 
Somers. Whew!

Ann’s first musical love was the cello, but 
when tendonitis intervened, she continued in 
voice to earn a double degree in music and the-
ater from Whitworth. She then added a Master’s 
Degree in Teaching. 

As she was growing up her father directed 
choirs and taught music in public school, and Ann 
filled in whatever part was needed. She sang so-
prano, alto, or tenor - just not bass! From her dad 
she also learned the value of adding experiences 
beyond singing to engage her students, which 
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75th ANNIVERSARY continued from previous page

for our children. Plans are underway for  a chil-
dren’s play as well as an art project that helps 
our children explore our church history.

The presentation of fine artwork has been a 
tradition here. What are some of the important 
art pieces at St. Mark’s and what do they say 
about us as Lutherans?

Thanks to the pandemic, our congregation is 
only now starting to come back together. As you 
are comfortable, we hope to see you in worship 
regularly this spring and fall. Let’s build on that 
by gathering Sunday, September 18 for a com-
bined worship service at Comstock Park with 
guest Pastor Eric Dull. Following this jazz wor-
ship service, we will picnic and play together in 
the park. Anyone for a game of cornhole?

This fall, Dr. Dale Soden will present four 
Sunday Forum classes on various historical per-
spectives of our culture, the church and St. 
Mark’s in particular. Dale provides an enlight-
ened way of understanding changes that have 
occurred over the years and how these changes 
may influence how the church and St. Mark’s will 
be in the next 20 years. 

When you think of St. Mark’s, you may as-
sociate this space with beautiful music. This year 
we are upgrading our wonderful organ with some 
needed new components. When it is completed, 
we’ll gather together to hear a guest musician 
play a concert of the most joyful music coming 
from the organ pipes in the sanctuary. 

In looking back, we can’t help but learn about 
who we are as a people of God and where we 
are headed in our ministry in Jesus Christ. Come 
make the journey with us!

In Christ,
Co-Chairs Tim Hansen and Dave Troyke

ANN BENSON          continued from previous page

inspired her to establish Choir Camp at St. 
Mark’s.

She began serious voice study when her two 
daughters were small, grabbing practice time 
around their activities. As an early adapter of 

Zoom, she has continued study during the pan-
demic with a voice teacher in Louisiana. She 
sings both classical music and musical theater, 
and this summer will have lead roles in two pro-
ductions for Coeur d’Alene Summer Theater: 
Marmee in Little Women, and Mother Superior in 
Nunsense.

Ann teaches both classical singing and musi-
cal theater to 16-22 students in her private voice 
studio, the majority of them teenagers. Several 
have gone to state solo competitions.

The work with young students has led Ann to 
a shift in her understanding of vocation, as she 
observes the impact of the pandemic on 
teenagers’ sense of isolation. As she teaches the 
emotional and psychological aspects of perfor-
mance, the support and listening which she pro-
vides feels like a ministry. This is where some of 
her energy from Children’s Arts will now be di-
rected.

Free time? Hard to imagine Ann has much of 
it, given her busy schedule plus being a mom to 
two teens of her own. But she does like to swim. 
And she and her husband Kevin are both in-
volved with The Blue Door Improv Theater.

Improvisation seems like a handy skill for 
someone as creative and busy as Ann Benson. 
St. Mark’s members will miss her considerable 
talents and dedication, but wish her all the best in 
her future endeavors. And we thank her for every-
thing she has contributed to our congregation!

Ann Benson has for many years been the director 
of St. Mark’s Alleluia Choir.  They even sang by 

Zoom during the pandemic shutdown.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
St. Mark’s annual congregational meeting is 

scheduled for Sunday, June 5, at 12:00 noon in 
the Fellowship Hall. Agenda items include pre-
sentation of the annual congregational report 
and election of church council members.

OFFICE CLOSURES
Monday, May 30, to observe Memorial Day
Monday, July 4, to observe Independence Day

SUMMER WORSHIP TIME CHANGE
Beginning on Sunday, June 12, worship 

times will be 8:00 and 9:30 am. This schedule 
will be in effect for all the remainder of June, and 
all of July and August. Saturday worship remains 
at 5:30 pm.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Council will meet on Monday, June 13, at 

7:00 pm in the conference room.

ADULT SUNDAY FORUM 
Sunday Forums are over for the season. 

They will start back up in the fall.

GODLY PLAY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Done for the school year. Have a wonderful 

summer! See you in September at Rally Day!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTH
Blessings for the birth of Miles Edward Briehl 

Gelles, grandson of Susan Briehl and Martin 
Wells, at the time of his birth. 

MARRIAGE
Paulo Amani and Ester Ndayizeye were mar-

ried on Saturday, March 12, 2022. 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   MONEY MATTERS

We are grateful to have your generous contributions come to St. Mark’s in all different forms. We re-
ceive checks, cash, weekly, monthly and spur-of-the-moment donations. Whatever works for you, we 
appreciate it all. This small dip in giving is typical, and we know that those who can, give.

A reminder that setting up online automatic giving can take the stress out of remembering to bring a 
check to church and reduces the distraction if trying to fill out a check while worshiping. Monthly auto-
matic giving helps keep your personal budget regular and assists St. Mark’s in planning. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me to learn more. 

Loris Stupel
Parish Life Coordinator
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
finance@stmarks-spokane.org
509.747.6677

Fund
April

Giving

Year-to-date 2022 Operating Budget

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 54,209.00 $ 233,037.34 $ 249,838.34 $ 256,842.67 $ -16,801.25

Mortgage $ 5,437.00 $ 20,845.46 $ 23,428.00 $ 23,428.00 $ -2,582.54

  NOTE THIS

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org


Natalie Olinger (right) and a friend are pho-
tographed after receiving the Chase Youth Award 
for Compassion.

Chase Youth Awards are given out annually to 
children and teens who have made a difference in 
the Spokane community through their actions. A St. 
Mark’s congregation member, Natalie Olinger, 
granddaughter of Mary Ann Tupper, received an 
award in April. 

She and Melody Barker worked tirelessly to cre-
ate a system of better trail markings in the Dishman 
Hills Natural Area. They had personally gotten lost 
due to poor signage, so decided to create a solution 
themselves. Each trail has a specific color and 
shape to aid hikers in knowing where they are. The 
Dishman Hills Conservancy group supported the 
effort by providing the screws and washers needed 
for the signs.

After discussion with the Dishman Hills Conser-
vancy, Barker and Olinger got two grants and raised 
money to buy hundreds of markers, with a specific 
color and shape for each trail so that hikers will know 
where they are. Signs went up on the main trail last 
fall, and the remaining markers will be installed be-
fore summer.

MAY THE FOURTH  (BE WITH YOU)
The senior high youth celebrated May the 

Fourth with a Star Wars-themed dinner and 
games, including a tense round of croquet. 

After dinner we had the chance to anony-
mously ask questions about concerns or curiosi-
ties we had. Pastors Lori and Edwin led the dis-
cussion of these questions.
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Johanna Van Schule celebrates the Fourth.

YOUTH SUMMER SCHEDULE

Wednesday, July 6, 5:00-7:00 pm
Parish House lawn 
Summer Youth Group kick-off!  
     We hope you had a good Fourth of July with 
your family and now let's have fun with friends. 
We'll kick off our every-other-Wednesday sum-
mer programming with some food and festivities. 
 
Wednesday, July 20, time TBD
Tour Global Thrift 
     Meet at St Mark's and we will provide trans-
portation. People from conflicted countries have 
settled in Spokane but how do they start a life 
here? Let's tour Global Thrift which employs im-
migrants to hear why they came to the USA and 
how we can help our new global neighbors in our 
own town.  
 
Wednesday, August 3, 6:35 pm
Spokane Indians at Avista Stadium  
     Come cheer on the Spokane Indians baseball 
team! We have a block of seats and there's one 
for you. Bring a mitt in case you catch a fly ball! 
Keep your eyes open for the sign up. 

 
Wednesday, August 17
Volunteer service TBD by you! 
     After touring Global Thrift, you will get to 
choose how we can serve the Spokane commu-
nity. On this day we'll find a way to volunteer with 
the charity or area of need you identified. 
 
Wednesday, August 31, 7:00 pm
Movie night, Parish House lawn  
     As summer winds down, we'll pull out the sil-
ver screen for a relaxing outdoor movie night on 
the lawn.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
MONUMENTAL, CELEBRATING GOD’S GREATNESS
Monday, June 27 – Friday, July 1
9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Join us for a fun week of music, crafts, 
games, and stories! St. Mark’s will be trans-
formed into the southwestern desert where we 
will explore God’s awesomeness and form a 
rock-solid faith.

All incoming kindergartners through sixth 
graders are welcome. Donation of $20 per child / 
$40 maximum per family is requested.

Register at:  
https//: vbspro.events/p/st-marks-vbs2022.

If you have questions or are interested in 
volunteering, please contact:

• Kendra Chapman at 509.280.3473 or 
kmchapman@gmail.com

• Katie Kadlec at 360.600/3633 or kadlec-
fam@gmail.com
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SPEAR
SPEAR has continued to be busy as a food 

bank in the East Central neighborhood. Occa-
sionally if we have surplus items, we have do-
nated them to the new Jewels Helping Hands 
Day Center on east Springfield. This center of-
fers lunches and is also a food bank. They offer 
showers and laundry facilities to the homeless.

We have been offering support to a 
Ukrainian family in the neighborhood as well. 
They have asked for prayers for their family 
members in Europe. One brother remains in 
Ukraine as a soldier. The grandmother and 
grandfather have made it safely to Poland 
and need financial support. A cousin who is 
pregnant remains hidden in a subway shelter.

It is humbling to be reminded that those who 
have the least are often the most generous.

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
PERSONAL CARE KITS

Thank you to all who contributed to the Lutheran 
World Relief Personal Care kits. With all the generous 
donations so many gave, we were able to put togeth-
er 76 kits, each with a new towel with a toothbrush, 
soap, comb and nail clippers wrapped inside. These 
kits are disbursed throughout the world to people dis-
placed due to war, famine, etc. We will be assembling 
School Kits in early fall so start collecting now. Thanks 
to Martha Harvie, Patti Berg, Sue Luppert, and Peggy 
Patterson for assembling all the kits.

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

We had a great turn out for our March “Feed 
My Starving Children” kit assembly in Spokane 
Valley. Thanks to the seventeen folks of all ages 
who represented St. Mark’s, working for several 
hours to pack meals that will be shipped to orga-
nizations all over the country to distribute to chil-
dren in need. 

LENTEN BOXES

Thank you to 
those who returned 
well filled Lenten 
co in boxes . We 
happily sent a check 
for $254.00 to Glob-
al Neighborhood 
Thrift. Their mission 
is to offer pathways 
to employment for 
our neighbors who came to Spokane as 
refugees. Employees gain job skills, learn more 
about the culture of employment in America, gain 
a work reference and earn a paycheck. Global 
Neighborhood Thrift is a thrift store where former 
refugees can gain the stability and experience 
necessary to rebuild, thrive and contribute to 
their community. We house one of their donation 
bins in our parking lot, accepting items for their 
resale store near Gonzaga University. A re-
minder that those pesky bubble wrap envelopes 
your mail order meds come in CAN BE 
REUSED. Please drop them in the Global 
Neighborhood Thrift bin in the far side of our 
parking lot.  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MOZAMBIQUE SCHOOL LUNCH INITIATIVE

Dear St. Mark’s Congregation, 

On behalf of the whole team at the Mozam-
bique School Lunch Initiative, thank you very 
much for your latest $1,000 donation to our work. 
This donation will be used directly to purchase 
food for our school lunch program, which serves 
children in rural communities of Mozambique. 
This year, we are serving two preschools, seven 
primary schools, and one secondary school, so 
that’s a lot of food! 

We intentionally focus on areas where many 
children are at risk of hunger and malnutrition 
because that is where we believe these funds 
can make the most impact. It is so encouraging 
for us to see the way in which the students come 
running to school each day and make a beeline 
for the lunch line as soon as the teachers re-

lease them at noon. We are especially grateful to 
the cooks, who work hard every day to make 
sure each child gets a good meal. Thank you for 
your ongoing partnership in this ministry. It is tru-
ly a blessing to be able to make a difference in 
these children’s lives.

Blessings, 
Cara Myers 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LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES
Eight Lakes Leg Aches 
Saturday, July 16

Join us in person on Saturday, July 
16, for one of the best organized rides in 
Eastern Washington! 8 Lakes Bike Ride 
explores the beauti ful scenery of 
Spokane, West Plains, Medical Lake, and 
Cheney. Routes will be clearly marked 
and include food stops, medical and me-
chanical support, and lots of camaraderie!

PEDALING FOR A PURPOSE
Proceeds from 8 Lakes benefit the 

programs of Lutheran Community Ser-
vices Northwest. For more than 65 years, 
LCS Northwest has offered hope, re-
sources, and healing to thousands of 
Spokane-area residents affected by vio-
lent crimes and other traumatic, life-alter-
ing events. We touch the lives of people of 
all ages, cultures, and faiths. We walk 
side-by-side with them on their journey to 
find health, justice and hope.

CHECK-IN (Ride Start/Finish)
Kaiser Permanente Administrative Office 
5615 W. Sunset Highway, Spokane

Riders will check-in, pick up their route 
maps, t-shirts and jersey if purchased.

EARLY CHECK-IN - Friday, July 15, 
from 12:00-6:00 pm at Wheel Sport, 3020 
S. Grand Blvd, Spokane.

START TIMES:
75-mile riders: 6:30 am check-in, 7:00  am  start
45-mile riders: 7:30am check-in, 8:00am start
30-mile riders: 8:00am check-in, 8:30am start

FINISH LINE FESTIVITIES:
8 Lakes riders will be rewarded with 

David’s pizza and Ben & Jerry’s ice cream 
at the finish line.

Pledge Rider Awards Ceremony: noon



REPORT: 
PALOUSE REGIONAL GATHERING,
NORTHWEST INTERMOUNTAIN SYNOD
By Pat and Kevin Shelley

On Saturday, April 30, Pastor Edwin, Kevin, 
and I had the pleasure of attending the Palouse 
Regional Gathering of our Northwest Intermoun-
tain Synod. What a wonderful experience we 
had! This day was different from the Synod As-
sembly meetings. The theme was cultivating 
cross-generational relationships in our congrega-
tions. Participants ranged in age from eight years 
to 80 years, representing about 25 congrega-
tions. It was a day of song, scriptures, worship, 
laughter, and opportunities for meaningful con-
versation. 

Pastor Edwin shares: “One of the greatest 
learning moments for me was centered on our 
reading for the day, Acts 16:6-15. Here we are 
told that Paul and his companions wanted to 
make a mission trip deep into Asia Minor. Twice 
they tried to make such a trip to spread the 
Gospel, but they found that their way was frus-
trated. We aren’t told what prevented them from 

making the trip. Perhaps there wasn’t enough 
money to fund the travels, or maybe they found 
the mountain passes of Anatolia too challenging 
to cross. Or maybe a pandemic kept them quar-
antined far longer than they liked. The specifics 
aren’t important but what is amazing is that they 
understood this to be part of God’s will.

Rather than seeing it as frustrating, they see 
what is happening as part of God’s plan. Eventu-
ally, Paul has a dream and discerns that God’s will 
is leading them into Macedonia where the word of 
Jesus Christ has yet to be heard. The result was 
the conversion of Lydia, one of the most signifi-
cant converts to the faith in the first generation. 
We reflected on how the world can seem to frus-
trate our plans, but that the faithful witness of Paul 
and his companions show us to trust God even 
when things don’t go according to plan. God might 
have something even better in store.”

Kevin and I went to the Gathering with no ex-
pectations and feeling a bit world weary. We came 
away revived and with new ideas for serving at St. 
Mark’s, in our jobs, and in our community at large. 
Plans are to hold other Gatherings in 2024. We 
happily encourage you to consider attending. 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ST. MARK’S GRADUATES 2022

These graduates* will be celebrated on Sunday, June 5 at the 10:45 am service 
in a special Blessing of the Graduates.  Congratulations to all of you!

GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL FUTURE PLANS
Jamie Fitzgerald Lewis & Clark Gonzaga University
Robert Halaas-Driscoll Gonzaga Prep Montana State University
Alex Quiroz Cheney Eastern Washington University
Rianna Schierman Lewis & Clark Washington State University
Teagen Schierman Lewis & Clark Washington State University
Ryan Shipman Ferris Carroll College

GRADUATE UNIVERSITY DEGREE
Katherine Davis Connecticut College BSA in Philosophy and Architecture
Sabra Dunakey Harvey Mudd College BS in Biology
Hannah Summers St. Olaf College BA in English & Chemistry

*Information received as of press time. 



STEWARDS OF CREATION  
ARE KEEPING BUSY!

St. Mark’s Stewards of Creation has re-
mained active and enthusiastic as we have con-
tinued the work of answering God’s call to care 
for all creation. We’ve had a number of exciting 
things happen recently and we are looking for-
ward to the future with excitement. Here are 
some of the things you should know that your 
Stewards are involved in.

FROM THIS SPRING:
• Earth Day worship services and resource 

table, Earth Day activity tote bags, and 
information about electric cars and appli-
ances. Several members of St. Mark’s 
also attended the Hope for Creation Con-
ference at St. John’s Episcopal, affording 
us a great opportunity to build bridges 
with community partners. Pastor Edwin’s 
devotional hiking materials will be placed 
online for easy access!

• We welcomed representatives from the 
Salish School of Spokane to learn more 
about God’s call to love our neighbor, es-
pecially those with whom we share stew-
ardship of this land.

• Had an engaging Sunday Forum with 
PLU graduate and Lutheran deaconess 
Jess Zimmerle from Earth Ministry/WAIPL 
(Washington Power and Light), a Wash-
ington-based multi-faith non-profit. We 
learned more about Earth Ministry and 
how they connect diverse faith communi-
ties around shared mission to care for 
creation and advocate for environmental 
justice. We also learned about what it 
means to become a Greening Congrega-
tion, a fellowship of faith communities 
with this shared work. St. Mark’s intends 
to become one of more than 200 green-
ing congregations statewide.

• Spring plantings are underway (and will 
continue) in our garden spaces. Demand 
for produce from our GEM (Gethsemane, 
Eden, Manito) Garden is strong, so we 
added a fourth bed - Babylon? Thanks to 
Randy Belstad and Rick Young for their 

carpentry skills. Rick Young is building a 
moveable walk-thru trellis structure to 
support squash and cucumbers too!

• We also continue to nurture our Prairie 
Garden and hope that it becomes an ex-
ample to the neighborhood of what low-
water use, pollinator-friendly landscaping 
could look like. We will add signage to 
explain our efforts when we are further 
along.

• As we came back together for worship 
this spring, we are enjoying the use of 
glass communion ware to reduce the 
amount of one-time use supplies on our 
campus. And we are using compostable 
cups for coffee/tea to reduce the volume 
of waste.

CONTINUING IN SUMMER AND FALL:
• We will continue our work on our GEM Gar-

den to grow healthy food for hungry people. 
If you are interested in doing some minor 
gardening or harvesting, we’d love to have 
you join us in the garden. It’s tons of fun to 
see the abundance emerge from soil, sun 
and water! No experience required!

• Your Stewards of Creation will continue to 
meet over Zoom once a month for planning 
purposes. All are  welcome! Just ask the 
church office or Janet Farness for the link.

• We continue to look for ways to deepen our 
relationship with our Native neighbors. We 
hope to explore the use of land acknowl-
edgment as part of our community dialogue 
and ritual.

• We are continuing to look for ways to im-
prove the sustainability of our campus main-
tenance by optimizing our landscape water 
usage, and we will be exploring solar. 

10

Type to enter text



PASTOR EDWIN PLANS FOR SABBATICAL

I will be going on sabbatical this summer, for 
the months of June, July, and August. Folks 
have been asking me about my plans, and I 
thought I would take the opportunity to share a 
bit about how I hope to spend some of my time 
away from St. Mark’s.

So often time limits me from doing one of 
the things I love the most: travel. While I will not 
be making any international trips, I am planning 
several smaller excursions, mostly to explore 
the natural beauty throughout the region. In 
June I will be camping in the Columbia River 
Gorge and plan to take several hikes. I espe-
cially hope to photograph the numerous water-
falls in the area which are known for their beau-
ty. Freddie and I also are planning a trip with 
some friends to Yellowstone in August. We 
hope to spend time exploring the park, especial-
ly its geothermal features, allowing for some 
more great opportunities for photographs. I also 
hope to spend some time at Flathead Lake, and 
travel to see my family back in South Carolina. 
There are also numerous day trips I am plan-
ning to take, from exploring Frenchman Coulee 
and Ancient Lakes to hikes around Liberty Lake 
and Coeur d'Alene.

In addition to my travels, I am hoping to spend 
some time pursuing a number of hobbies and inter-
ests that are easy to forego while occupied with min-
istry. Gardening is always a joyful summer pursuit, but 
I am hoping to dedicate some serious time this year. I 
am planning to volunteer at the Pumpkin Patch, a 
community garden where Freddie and I have some 
plots that also grows food for local food pantries. I 
also hope to dedicate more time to reading, both 
pleasure and academic. As a massive J. R. R. Tolkien 
fan, I am currently reading through The History of 
Middle-earth, a twelve-volume series detailing the 
extensive evolution of Tolkien’s so-called legendari-
um, background to his fantasy writings. It certainly 
has been a fascinating read and I hope to finish it this 
summer before moving on to other Tolkien writings. 
On the academic side of things, I plan to dedicate 
more time to my pursuit of research into liturgical his-
tory. Recently, I have been looking at the evolution of 
the Easter Vigil and its place in the spiritual devotion 
of Christians, and I hope to continue my work in learn

ing more about the early origins and evolution of a 
variety of worship practices.

A sabbatical is also a time for rest. I am sure I will 
have plenty of opportunities to sleep in late and nap, 
some of my favorite things to do on the weekends. In 
many ways, I also hope to use this time to deepen my 
vocation as a husband. I am looking forward to sup-
porting Freddie, who still has to work while I am on 
sabbatical, especially as he continues his quest for a 
meaningful job. We will also be celebrating our fourth 
wedding anniversary June 7. Together, I think we will 
find my extra time beneficial for our family.

Thank you all for your incredible support of me 
through this sabbatical. So many of you are happy for 
me and my Sabbath rest from ministry. Your support 
and well wishes have been overwhelming. Please 
join me on May 29, Ascension Sunday, for my last 
Sunday before my sabbatical starts. Sunday’s wor-
ship will include a rite of leave-taking and I would ap-
preciate as many of you as possible praying for me 
and blessing me as I go on my sabbatical. 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To the members of
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church - Spokane

from the
Northwest Intermountain Synod

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
in appreciation for giving

$48,000.00
for mission support beyond the congregation

for synod and churchwide ministries
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America



HOLY WEEK OBSERVANCES,
EASTER CELEBRATION SHOWED
CREATIVITY

PALM SUNDAY was celebrated in a special way 
this year. We processed from the Fellowship Hall 
to the sanctuary with palms waving. The youth led 
the procession with the beautiful cross they creat-
ed for the start of our 75th anniversary celebration. 

A d r o p - i n 
schedule and 
interactive 
prayer sta-
tions for the 
E A S T E R 
VIGIL told 
those sto-
ries in an 
imaginative 
w a y, a n d 
were wel l 
received by 
all ages.

Barbara Filo and family explore an Easter Vigil station.

How uplifting (even emotional for some) it was to 
see the sanctuary full on EASTER SUNDAY. We 
enjoyed three worship services with the choir 
singing at all of them. 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Rue and Leo 
Bassett dis-
cover some of 
the hands-on 
Easter Vigi l 
stations. 

NEW PICTURE DIRECTORIES ARE HERE

Our new St. Mark’s pictorial directories 
have been completed and can be picked up 
at church.  Please take just one directory per 
h o u s e h o l d . C o n t a c t t h e o f f i c e a t 
5 0 9 . 7 4 7 . 6 6 7 7 o r o f f i c e @ s t m a r k s -
spokane.org if you would like us to mail you 
a directory.

You can also access the directory online. 
Contact Jane in the office and she’ll send 
you a link.

Many people were instrumental in pro-
ducing this beautiful directory in-house.  
Thanks to all who made this project a suc-
cess:

• Cynthia Moore was the photographer 
who took the pictures of our members 
and many of the pictures of our activities 
at church. She also designed the book 
and its beautiful picture layouts.

• Jane Somers provided the contact listing 
of our members from our data base and 
also printed and distributed the books.

• Ira Gardner and Kelly Moore provided 
technical advice.

• Our members took the time to get their 
picture taken and updated their informa-
tion to insure the most accurate informa-
tion possible.

Thanks also to the family of Verna Euck-
er for contributing money from Verna’s 
memorial funds to cover the expense of the 
directories. Verna was a long-time member 
of St. Mark’s who is fondly remembered as a 
person who reached out to everyone who 
came through our doors. In fact, many peo-
ple have recalled that as first-time visitors 
Verna was the first person to welcome them 
to St. Mark’s. Verna cared about all of us and 
would have loved the new directory. May we 
all remember Verna and follow her example 
of friendship and caring. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUNERALS

Alene Lust, May 7, 2022, at St. Mark’s 
Cliff Fender, May 21, 2022, at St. Mark’s
Myrna Shockley, May 21, 2022, at St. Mark’s
Gloria Baker, May 23, 2022, at Rockwood Retirement
Leona Pointer, graveside on May 17, 2022

SYMPATHY

Prayers for the family of Cody Robertson, grand-
son of Connie & Burt Finch, at the time of his 
death. 

Prayers for the family of Scott Chapman, father 
of David Chapman, at the time of his death. 

Prayers for the family of Eleanor Larsen, sister 
of Louis Larsen, at the time of her death.  

Prayers for the family of Cliff Fender at the time 
of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Alene Lust at the time 
of her death. 

Prayers for the family of Gloria Baker at the time 
of her death.

Prayers for the family of Marjorie Johnson at the 
time of her death.  

Prayers for the family of Myrna Shockley at the 
time of her death.  

Prayers for the family of Leona Pointer at the time 
of her death.  

COVID UPDATES OUTLINED
By Pat Manz, Pat Shelley, Pastor Mark Nelson

Our team had an initial meeting with Pastor  
Lori and then met three times on our own. Min-
utes of those meetings were sent to the Execu-
tive Committee. In an intentional and timely 
manner, the team developed a draft plan that is 
now in the hands of the executive committee and 
council. Our Pastors and staff are also to review 
the draft and make additions, edits, corrections, 
or changes. 
 

• The last two years have changed us both as 
a community and individually. Change can be 

hard, but it also can open new doors. In this 
“new normal” we realize we cannot go back 
to the way things were but will keep moving 
forward with all the new creativity that has 
come from this change.  

• Community—We are a congregation that fol-
lows Jesus. We are not the CDC, the Health 
District, a school board, or any other secular 
organization. Our council will look at what 
such secular organizations are saying along 
with other mitigating factors that might be 
unique to our community, but we will primarily 
rely on the guidance of the Spirit and the wis-
dom of St. Mark’s members. 

• As a church body we will love and trust one 
another. In the last two years we have 
learned anew the importance of community. 
We are reminded that individual actions im-
pact others around us. St. Mark’s has always 
strived to be an inclusive community. We look 
around us and accept differing opinions and 
choices that individuals make. 

• St. Mark’s is a diverse community with differ-
ing needs. We know that the needs of chil-
dren are very different from the needs of 
adults. We also know that some groups in-
clude members with fragile health. 

• We want to be sure all worshippers feel in-
cluded, both those who choose to worship in 
person and those who follow a live stream or 
internet presentation at home. A plan was 
proposed that may enable more of our live 
stream or internet worshipers to receive Holy 
Communion. If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion at home, please speak to one of 
the pastors or call the church office. 

• In each small group that meets, members of 
that group will discern basic issues about the 
well-being of each other. They will decide if 
masks are needed and other practices are 
necessary for that group, including practices 
around food. 

We hope to have a solid plan ready for sharing 
with the congregation soon after the June church 
council meeting and their vote. Thank you for your 
continued prayers and conversation. 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RIVERVIEW RETIREMENT HISTORY TOLD
By Dr. Shirley Hanson

Dr. Hanson is a member of St. Mark’s. Her parents 
also lived at Riverview, 1989-1996.

Riverview Retirement Community of Spokane 
was established in the late 1950’s by Inland Empire 
Lutheran churches. Visionary leaders saw the grow-
ing need for senior housing in Spokane. Those lead-
ers came together and formed Riverview (Lutheran) 
Retirement Community) as a new non-profit organiza-
tion to serve seniors.  Riverview Retirement (RV) is 
grateful to those Lutherans who donated land and 
other resources to make Riverview a reality. In 1959, 
the original four-story building, Riverview Terrace, was 
completed, which included over 130 independent and 
assisted living apartments.  Since inception, many 
other services have been added and improvements 
made. Today Riverview serves about 350 seniors on 
its 35-acre campus with 164 independent living 
homes (Riverview Village), 132 assisted living apart-
ments (Riverview Terrace) and 24 memory care beds 
(Riverview Memory Care).

Riverview is licensed by the State of Washington 
as a “CCRC” (Continuing Care Retirement Communi-
ty). Riverview is the second largest retirement facility 
in the Spokane area, and they pride themselves for 
the services and environment that they provide. RV is 
open to receive residents of all faiths and back-
grounds. ELCA Pastor Yvette Schock is employed as  
chaplain and ministers to the spiritual needs of both 
residents and staff. 

Spokane area Lutheran churches, both ELCA and 
LCMS, are a part of the Covenant of Partnership with 
Riverview. Each church congregation can appoint two 
delegates to participate in Riverview’s annual meeting 
of the Board of Directors. These delegates help elect 
new board members and vote on other business 
items. The Riverview Board of Directors consists of 9-
16 members; one-third of the board are members of 
Spokane area Lutheran churches.  This year, St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church appointed two new dele-
gates:  Shirley Hanson, member of St. Marks and 
second-generation resident at RV, and Rich Bailey, 
church council president. Shirley and Rich attended 
the annual meeting of the Riverview Board/Delegates 
held on April 22, 2022. At that meeting five new 
Riverview board members were elected and there 
were greetings from incoming President & CEO Danie 
Monaghan and retiring President & CEO Mike Drew.

Riverview Board of Directors/delegates volunteer 
their time to advance Riverview’s mission.  The Board 
itself meets approximately 10 times during the year to 

oversee the organization’s business affairs and 
strategic direction. Each board member serves on 
one or two RV Board committees (Development, Ex-
ecutive, Finance, Quality and Strategic Planning). The 
Board engages the RV president/CEO to lead over 
170 full and part-time employees in the day-to-day 
operations. Additional information is available on 
Riverview’s website at www.riverviewretirement.org. 
Call RV Director of Sales & Marketing (Heidi), at 
509.482.8417 for further information. 

Thank you to Mike Drew, outgoing CEO of RV,  
for your many years of service to RV and for your in-
formational input for this article. As a current resident 
of RV, I am truly grateful for your Christian service.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE 
Every Tuesday, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the conference 
room to study the Scripture texts for the week. All are wel-
come.
 
EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday of the month, June 1, 7:00 pm (don’t meet in
                                                                      July or August)
Questions: Pastor Kate, 509.747.6677

Eat, Pray, Laugh meets in the Parish House. All 
women are invited to this fellowship group for conversation, 
laughter, prayer and refreshments. Pastor Kate leads this 
group. 

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesdays, June 8 & 22, July 13 & 27,
                                                     August 10 & 24, 7:00 am
Questions: Dave Troyke, 509.879.1423

This men’s group has lots of laughs and interesting 
discussions about a variety of topics. All men are welcome, 
saints and sinners! We meet at Perkins at Division and 
Spokane Falls Blvd.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Lori, 509.747.6677

This group has great conversation and fellowship with 
adults in their 30s rotating through local brewpubs and 
wineries. Pastor Lori leads the discussion.

STEWARDS OF CREATION
Meets on the first Monday, by Zoom
Questions: Janet Farness, 509.747.6677

This small group meets to learn more about care of the 
earth and our divine calling to be good stewards of creation.

                                                    continued next page
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GROUPS                   continued from previous page

THE MEANDERING BUNCH
Usually meet on the second Friday of the month, 10:00 am
                                                                         at St. Mark’s
Questions: Martha Harvie, 509.279.3599

This group plans regular outings of walking along with 
others while socializing. Sometimes we eat at a location to 
be determined. All women are welcome! The beginning of 
our 2022 schedule is:

• June 10 – Meet at St. Mark’s, carpool to the Fish 
Lake Trall, then lunch at Chap’s.

• July 8  – Meet at St. Mark’s, carpool/walk to Manito 
Gardens, followed by a meal at the Park Bench.

• August 12 – Meet at St. Mark’s, carpool to Turnbull 
Natural Wildlife Refuge, still deciding on a spot for 
lunch.

UNDERSTANDING POVERTY
Usually meets the fourth Monday of the month, at various 
                                                              locations or by Zoom
Questions: Pat Manz, 509.879.7408

We are exploring extending our relationship with the 
local schools in neighborhoods of great need to help sup-
port students and local families with hygiene supplies. This 
is just a start to doing more in our community to help in re-
ducing poverty.

HOLDEN PRAYER ARTICLE
MENTIONS ST. MARK’S

In the May 2022 issue of Living Lutheran 
magazine, “the Holden Prayer” is mentioned in 
connection with St. Mark’s Lutheran, which is 
among the congregations that use it as a tem-
plate for their ministry. We have used this as a 
prayer of sending for some time now.

In the next column is an edited version of the 
article. Can you find the mention of St. Mark’s?
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