
SPEAKING OF WORSHIP …..
Did you miss virtual church last Sunday? We 

have over 100 of the most recent sermons on 
our website. Go to www.stmarks-spokane.org  
and click on the tab “Sermons.” The sermon is 
posted by the Tuesday following worship; you 
can listen from your computer or download it to 
listen to later. You can even send the link to a 
friend. Also available is the Sunday bulletin and 
worship folder, both of which can be found under 
the “Resources” tab in the worship section. Lots 
of information on our website, so check it out! 
Worship can be found in three places:
• Our website – Under the "Worship Services" tab
• Our YouTube channel - StMarksLutheranSpokane  

First, in your web browser, go to  You Tube.com, 
then on the search bar type in  "StMarksLutheran-
Spokane"

• Our Facebook page - St. Mark's Lutheran Church

….. AND THE PEOPLE WE HAVE TO 
THANK FOR IT

With the help of technology and several very 
creative people, members and friends of St. 
Mark’s have been able to continue worshiping 
during this time when our church building has 
been closed.

Thanks to Randy Darst who has been instrumen-
tal in this effort. Initially, Randy helped research many 
on-line options and select the necessary camera and 
recording equipment needed to record our services. 
Since then, Randy has recorded every Sunday wor-
ship service. With the restriction in the use of the 
church building, he has recorded each of the worship 
leaders separately from the balcony in the sanctuary.  
He then has taken these recordings as well as record-
ings made at home by worship leaders (Pastor Kate 
and her beautiful quilts) and has creatively put them 
together to make a meaningful worship experience 
with an editing process that takes many hours. He 
then posts this video on Facebook to premiere at our 
usual worship time on Sunday (9:30 am during the 
summer months).

Several other individuals should be recognized for 
their contribution to our worship experience:
• Jane Somers for creating the weekly worship fold-

er and Sunday bulletin and for emailing the weekly 
worship schedule to everyone.

• Loris Stupel for posting the service on our website 
and other media outlets and for making DVR’s and 
CD’s for members who request them.

                                                     continued next page
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ST. MARK’S IS ACTIVE, HEADING INTO SUMMER
Our staff has been active and creative in continuing the St. Mark’s congregation’s engagement 

with its members and community, while acting responsibly to keep everyone safe. Sunday worship, 
Monday morning prayer, and Wednesday evening meditation all offer opportunities to worship from a 
distance together. Coffee hours and group get-togethers also continue online, giving more opportuni-
ties to touch base and be together with our church family. 

See articles all through this newsletter for information on what comes next, and the many things 
going on at church this summer!

SO WHEN CAN WE COME BACK 
TOGETHER?

Our pastors and church council have 
drawn up a detailed plan for resuming 

in-person worship and use of our 
building. See page 2.

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPvwDFLwbJmkgPAvBJvDrJQ
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.facebook.com/StMarksSpokane/


PEOPLE                    continued from previous page

• Our talented musicians who add so much to our 
worship experience. Thanks to Carol Miyamoto, 
Ann Benson, and Dan Keberle for sharing your 
talents with us.

• Our pastors who have creatively found ways to 
bring worship to us by leading worship with grace 
and sharing the gospel with their inspiring and 
thought-provoking sermons.  

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE
As is our tradition, starting with the first Sun-

day in June, worship (virtual, of course) will be at 
9:30 am. 

CHURCH COUNCIL (meeting by Zoom)
St. Mark’s church council meets Monday, 

June 8 at 7:00 pm. During the summer, the 
council may meet on an “as needed” basis.

OFFICE CLOSURE
At this time, the office remains closed, but 

remember that the mail is checked daily, voice-
mail is checked regularly, and we continue to re-
spond to emails. Also, many of us have started 
to communicate through Facebook. Stay in 
touch!

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The St. Mark’s annual congregational meet-

ing which usually is held in June has been post-
poned until August with the date, time, location, 
and format to be announced later.

GROUNDS CLEANUP

Pick a spot you 
like, and feel free 
to work on it over 
t h e s u m m e r 
months.

ST. MARK’S REOPENING PLAN

Dear faithful members of St. Mark’s, we pray 
you are staying safe and resting securely in the 
knowledge that the Holy Spirit continues to hold 
us all together. This situation continues to 
change every day as our governor moves for-
ward with opening up the state. In consultation 
with our larger church body of the ELCA, what 
follows is our current thinking moving forward. 

The church council has asked that we hold 
off re-entering our sanctuary space until we 
reach phase 4. Please feel free to call your pas-
tors with any thoughts or concerns you may 
have. We will continue to check in with our bish-
op and area congregations. Peace to you all in 
this time of disorientation.

Please realize that this plan is subject to 
change and dependent on orders from the state 
and federal governments as well as evolving 
recommendations from the Centers for Disease 
Control.

PHASE 1
Worship - Continue recording services with musi-

cians recording separately and pastors either 
recording at home or with Randy Darst in the 
sanctuary. Increasingly start to use lay leaders to 
do readings and prayers. We will continue to ex-
amine the possibility of doing a parking lot ser-
vice. This is dependent on getting the proper 
equipment to do such a service and the appropri-
ate FM transmitter. However, we will still not be 
able to celebrate communion per the governor’s 
orders. On Facebook, streaming worship services 
move to 9:30 am on Sundays.

Staff - Continue to mostly work from home with some 
exceptions. When two people are in the office, 
they will practice social distancing and masks will 
be worn. We will recommend that only one per-
son be in the office at a time except for special 
circumstances.

Youth - Continue weekly virtual gatherings. Starting in 
June, meetings will occur on Wednesday nights 
at 6:30 pm.

Cleaning - Our cleaning staff will initially be asked to 
concentrate their efforts on disinfecting offices 
and bathrooms. After that, business as usual. Ef-
forts are being made to procure supplies to disin-
fect the sanctuary.              

                                                     continued next page
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REOPENING             continued from previous page

Outside Groups - No outside groups entering the 
building.

PHASE 2
Worship – Continue as phase 1. Ask Randy to train 

two to three others during this time to help do the 
recording and editing of the services. Continue to 
record the services. Planning and preparing for 
“Small House Church” gatherings when stage 3 is 
reached.

Youth - Same as phase 1.
Cleaning - Our cleaning staff continues as mentioned 

above.
Outside Groups - No outside groups entering the 

building.

PHASE 3
Worship - Go to live streaming (we are currently 

streaming prior to the video being premiered on 
Facebook) of services with extra care made for 
social distancing with Pastor LePard. Implemen-
tations of Small House Churches with communion 
implemented. House churches not to exceed 15 
people once or twice per month. Communion 
practiced with one bread baker. Communion prac-
ticed in one kind (no wine) and care taken of dis-
tribution of bread. Abbreviated service used with 
Lectio Divina study, simple communion, no 
singing, but time for fellowship. Masks are re-
quired at Small House Churches and should only 
be removed during consumption of communion. 
Otherwise, social distancing practiced with the 
communion distributer being the only one to 
“break the bubble.” Table of Grace practices can 
help inform us for these worship services.

Church space - Telework continues when possible. 
Possible opening of small group congregational 
gatherings. Bible Study, Sunrise Saints and Sin-
ners, Gen X, etc. will continue to meet by Zoom 
offered simultaneously when possible. When the 
weather is nice, we will encourage the use of the 
church grounds while maintaining social distanc-
ing. Disinfectant will be accessible for members. 

Youth - Plan outdoor activities for smaller groups 
where social distancing can be practiced. Our 
regular youth group attendance does not exceed 
50 people, so this will be possible without special 
scheduling. Ideas include:

• Meet at Manito Park
• Walk to 7-11 for Icees
• Foot Golf

• Hike at a nearby state/county park trail
• Ice Blocking
• Kendall Yards – ice cream and hang out 

in the park
• Small group activities

Cleaning - After each public gathering, the space will 
be disinfected or left dormant for four days.

Outside Groups – No outside groups enter the build-
ing until the church council gives its okay, which is 
expected in phase 4.

PHASE 4
Worship - Our church council will meet to discuss 

whether it is appropriate to allow moving back into 
public worship in the sanctuary. When it is, we will 
have a service on Saturday, one service on Sun-
day, and possibly one midweek. We will discuss 
the possibility of public singing during this stage. 
At this time, it seems unlikely that we approve 
public singing until a vaccine is found or those 
attending can show that they have antibodies and 
those antibodies are effective. 

Small Group Gatherings -  We may use the Fellow-
ship Hall, conference room and choir room with 
those rooms being disinfected between meetings. 
Staffing is reorganized accordingly.

Youth - Regular programming will resume when the 
church is open again considering recommenda-
tions for safety. 

• Summer trips - there will be no overnight 
summer trips, retreats, or activities in 
2020.

• National Youth Gathering - planning, 
registration and fundraising will begin 
regardless of which phase we are in. 
The 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering is on! 

Cleaning - Council and staff will collaborate about 
best cleaning and disinfecting practices as we 
reenter the sanctuary and church space.

Outside Groups – The church council will meet and 
discuss the possibly of allowing outside groups to 
use our space. We may have special restrictions 
with that.

CHANGES TO THE FALL BAZAAR
As times change, so do ways to raise money. 

The Fall Bazaar, which for many years has fea-
tured quality seconds, a silent auction and bake 
sale, will take on a new, as-yet-to-be-determined 
form this year. If you have ideas or want to be 
part of the planning, call the church office at 
(509) 747-6677.
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF CARE KITS

It was that time of year again, and then it 
wasn’t. We at St. Mark's are collecting personal 
care items to send to parts of the world where 
people don't have basic hygiene supplies. We 
partner with Lutheran World Relief to get these 
items in the right hands.

Lutheran World Relief has pushed back this 
collection to the fall. As some store sales are 
happening now, please don’t hesitate to pur-
chase these items and contact member Peggy 
Patterson at (509)448-4245. She is happy to col-

lect the items from you so we’ll be ready to as-
semble the kits and send these to help those in 
need. Thank you for your help on this project.

Each kit needs:
• ONE light-weight bath-sized towel prefer-

ably in a dark color (between 20" x 40" and 
   52" x 27”).

• TWO or THREE bath-sized bars of soap 
equaling 8 - 9 oz., any brand, in original  
wrapping.

• ONE metal nail clipper (attached file option-
al), packaging removed.

We have other supplies left from prior collections. 
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MONEY MATTERS 

So much has changed since March 15, when I had written my Money Matters article for the April 
issue. 

We are so happy that, even without meeting in our church building, giving continues to be strong! 
April has been the best Easter month of giving ever and our deficit is much less than usual. We do 
watch our spending closely and hope the congregation notices how very close to budget we are in both 
the General and Mortgage Fund. Traditionally we are going into months of less attendance and giving, 
but there is nothing traditional about what has been going on these past months. We so appreciate your 
support now and in the next few months, as it is extremely important to stay caught up, especially with 
the many changes we see with our worship. Your actions now determine what we can do in the months 
ahead. 

Looking at the Mortgage Fund, I like to remind you that in addition to paying our monthly mortgage 
for our 1997 remodel, this fund also takes care of special capital improvements and building mainte-
nance costs. With a building the size of ours and with numerous remodels, we always have unplanned 
expenses for the upkeep of the building.  

There are several ways to give to St. Mark’s when you aren’t physically at church. New this month is 
giving with your phone. Simply text “Give” to 509.612.7647, and you will receive a link to contribute. Our 
website has a link for contributing, www.stmarks-spokane.org/donate. Remember that Simply Giving, 
with automatic withdrawals from the account of your choice, makes giving easy and consistent through-
out the year. The cost to us is minimal with the Simply Giving program, so that is the one I tend to rec-
ommend. It is a simple process I can discuss with you anytime that is convenient. 

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

Fund
March & 

April Giving

Year to Date 2020 Operating Budget

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 121,432.02 $ 243,015.77 $ 244,293.16 $ 260,733.33 $ -1,277.39

Mortgage $ 12,154.93 $ 31,157.96 $ 23,428.00 $ 23,428.00 $ 7,729.96

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/donate.
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/donate.
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org


WHERE CAN I DONATE USED ITEMS?

After all of that stay-at-home housecleaning, 
do you have a pile of gently used items you were 
saving for the church bazaar? And now the 
bazaar is shifting gears and you need other recip-
ients for those things! Here are some suggestions 
for passing along household goods and furniture 
to others who can use them.

NOTE: This list was compiled in early March and it 
would be wise to call before going to any of these 
places. Due to COVID-19, changes are happening 
every day with businesses and their schedules.

Arc of Spokane - In addition to clothing and all 
manner of other items, the Arc of Spokane's thrift 
store just north of the Spokane River accepts 
household goods and furniture. Its staff also are 
willing to come to your home to pick up do-
nations. To schedule a pickup call 328-8100. 
Catholic Charities Eastern Washington - The 
wide-reaching nonprofit accepts donated items 
that support its served populations, including 
clothing for men, women and children, bedding, 
baby supplies, books, small household items and 
more. For a complete list of needed goods, go to 
https://www.cceasternwa.org/wishlist. 
Global Neighborhood - To help refugees suc-
cessfully resettle in our region through its job 
readiness program, the nonprofit operates a thrift 
store in North Spokane. Global Neighborhood 
accepts clothing, furniture, household items and 
more. Plus, its staff will come to your house by 
appointment to pick up unwanted stuff. Call (509) 
868-0001, ext. 1 and leave a message for help 
scheduling a pickup. 
Habitat for Humanity Spokane - The nonprofit's 
East Spokane store resells new and used home 
improvement and building supplies, as well as 
furniture, appliances and more. You can sched-
ule a pickup from your home by calling (509) 
535-9517. 
World Relief Spokane - To help refugees reset-
tle into their new lives here, World Relief also 
accepts a range of household goods, from new/
gently used furniture, small appliances and elec-
tronics, to dishes, cookware and more. Call (509) 
321-1879 to schedule a pickup. 

STEWARDS OF CREATION
Called to Care for the World Around Us

A new group has been formed at St. Mark’s, 
the Stewards of Creation. We have been meet-
ing biweekly even during this pandemic, enabled 
by Zoom.

Who are the Stewards of Creation? Well, 
we are all! Our group is rooted in God’s call to all 
of humanity to care for the creation in which God 
places us. In Genesis 2, God tills and plants a 
garden into which we are placed, and then God 
calls us to be co-gardeners with God, caring for 
the world which sustains us. It is that calling that 
formed the foundation of this group.

How do we live out that calling? This small 
group is exploring a wide range of possibilities of 
how our gifts, skills, abilities, passions, and in-
terests meet the needs of ourselves, our fami-
lies, our neighbors, our community, our church, 
and the world around us. In a recent gathering, 
we shared a bit why we felt called to care for 
God’s creation. Answers included how we felt 
close to our creator out in creation, a desire to 
change personal behavior to conserve, a feeling 
of interconnection between the natural world that 
provides for us and our own lives, and curiosity 
about making connections in the community with 
like-minded individuals regardless of faith.

Where do we go from here? The Stewards 
of Creation doesn’t yet have a stated goal be-
yond this exploration right now. We are open to 
the work of the Holy Spirit in and among us to 
discern what God is calling us to in the near fu-
ture. This is a time for curiosity, questions, ideas, 
and exploration. We have an interest in guest 
speakers ranging from non-profits who help 
communities of faith connect with their calling to 
be good stewards, to individuals who have been 
engaged in conservation work outside of a faith-
based community.

How can I get involved? Feel free to join us 
by Zoom! All you need do is RSVP to Pastor 
Edwin for any of our upcoming meetings for the 
Zoom link. Keep a close eye on the calendar and 
bulletin to see upcoming events. We are a grow-
ing group and would welcome more into this 
work of discerning God’s call to us to be stew-
ards of creation.
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In mid-March, after we shut 
the doors at St. Mark’s, it was so 
sad to see the empty parking lot, 
the darkened sanctuary and the 
empty narthex, which is often so 
vibrant, filled with people, donuts, 
fundraisers and life. 

Weeks passed, far longer 
than most expected at the begin-
ning of this experience, and it 
seemed that life had been ex-
tracted from the church building. 
We all know that the building is 
NOT the church; we, the living, 
breathing people of God, who 
want to honor God and all that he 
has given us, are the church. 

“For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I among 
them.” (Matthew 18:20)

Over the past several months, St. Mark’s 
parking lot has come alive with many happy 
signs of new blossoming activity, changed but 
thriving.

Recently seen at St. Mark’s:

• Member mom with young children, 
spending time at St. Mark’s parking lot, a 
change of pace from being cooped up at 
home. They came and enjoyed playing in 
the swale and doing chalk writing on the 
pavement for a change of scenery. This is 
a place familiar to mom and children 
alike; they equate it with fond memories. 

• A group of young men enjoying skate-
boarding around the parking lot.

• A parent and young adult in a car, driving 
slowly. Looks like the young adult is get-
ting driving lessons.

• Several teenage girls in SUVs, with open 
trunks, at least six feet apart, the girls sit-
ting on the open back door of the car, 
catching up.  

• A young dad with little boy, teaching him 
the basics of basketball.

• A mom with a young child, the child learn-
ing to ride a bike.

• Several members helping to beautify the 
grounds, to keep it looking nice just be-
cause.

We will return to our building, but rest as-
sured, people are finding comfort here and new 
ways to adapt to a different situation.

See you in the parking lot! 

         

“Thank you for …”
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LETTER FROM SUSAN HAGEN

With a heart full of gratitude, I am leaving my 
position as Director of Youth and Family Min-
istries effective June 30. I accepted the position 
of Youth Coordinator in 2011 as a temporary stop 
in hopes of keeping the program going and inad-
vertently discovered I could be a professional 
church person. Nine years later it is time for me 
to move on as I look forward to enjoying a little 
more time with Todd in our empty nest. Many of 
you may not be aware that Todd and I started 
working with youth at St. Mark’s when we were 
newlyweds and recent college grads in the early 
90’s. That means we have crossed generations 
and many of our past youth group members 
have become parents in the program!

The “team model” for youth leadership was 
new at St. Mark’s when I began. I have had the 
joy of working with many youth leaders over the 
years, especially my current teammates Calvin 
(eight years) and Kai (almost five years). I have 
learned a lot about building relationships with 
young people from them. They are really good at 
what they do. My organizational work would be 
pointless without Calvin and Kai showing up for 
the kids each week.

I am blessed to be a part of an amazing staff 
of passionate and talented people. We are a 
great team! I will miss staff meetings, coffee 
time, birthday lunches, Christmas parties, and 
walks in Manito Park. I often say that if every 
work group started their staff meeting with a 
prayer list and devotional (and maybe a good 
hymn) the world would be better for it! 

St. Mark’s youth - you are awesome! I never 
hesitate to hop on a bus or an airplane to travel 
across the country or beyond with a whole bunch 
of you! We have shared so many life-changing 
experiences together: St. Thomas, New Orleans, 
New York, Holden Village, Costa Rica, Houston, 
and many stops in between. I am always proud 
to be your leader. I am confident in the future of 

our church because of your energy, your hearts 
for good, and care for one another. 

I am thankful for you, St. Mark’s, for embrac-
ing me and the youth in our congregation. You 
have supported every endeavor (and fundraiser!) 
beyond my belief. You have made it clear that 
young people are an important part of our min-
istry. This is their church! 

St. Mark’s will continue to be our church 
home and I look forward to worshiping and serv-
ing with you all for many years to come. 

See you in church!
 
Susan Hagen

JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP
with Calvin and Kai
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm

Youth Group has been active in April and 
May at St. Mark’s over Zoom. Weekly “Social 
Distancing & Games” occurred every Sunday, 
and junior and senior youth gathered on 
Wednesday nights for games, cooking, and to-
getherness. Kai (blue apron) is leading commu-
nion bread making in the photo above. The ninth 
grade confirmation class even had a virtual re-
treat in April. 

Beginning June 1, youth group for junior and 
senior high youth will be on Wednesday nights 
from 6:30-8:00 pm. We will meet via Zoom for 
now but watch for updates as we move through 
the phases of reopening the church. 
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ST. MARK’S BACKYARD 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

We are excited to announce that we will be 
doing VBS in a special  way this  summer!  St. 
Mark's has partnered with the organization Big 
Picture Big Purpose to bring Backyard VBS into 
your homes.  The theme is Christmas in July 
where we will learn about Angels, Mary, Shep-
herds, Jesus, and following the star. Every Mon-
day in July, beginning on Monday, July 6, 2020, 
you will receive an email with links to the Bible 
lessons, songs, craft instructions, reflection 
questions, outdoor adventures, and a mission 
service project for the week. Our very own pas-
tors will record messages and Bible lessons, and 
Ann Benson will bring Christmas carols into your 
home. You will have access to our St. Mark's 
Backyard VBS Facebook page where you can 
post videos of yourselves singing the songs and 
playing games, pictures of your crafts, and shar-
ing your mission projects.   We will also have a 
Zoom ice cream social! This is multi-genera-
tional, so we encourage parents, grandparents, 
friends, and neighbors to register as well. Suit-
able for ages 4 - 104!

There will be a craft supply pickup TBD at St. 
Mark's a few days before to hand out any neces-
sary items.  

St. Mark's is pleased to offer this Backyard 
VBS for free. Go to the link below to register. 
Hope to have you all join us and celebrate 
Christmas in July!

https://bigpicturebigpurpose.com/vbs-for-
backyards-christmas-signup-st-marks-spokane  

Questions?  Please contact Katie Kadlec at 
(360) 600-3633 or kadlecfam@gmail.com.  

GODLY PLAY SUNDAY SCHOOL
A huge thank you to Ann Benson for continu-

ing our Godly Play stories while we have been 
worshiping from home! 

We are now on our summer break from Sun-
day School; however, all of the recorded lessons 
from these past two months are still available to 
view on St. Mark's Facebook page, St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, or our YouTube channel, 
StMarksLutheranSpokane. You can also access 
more Godly Play stories on YouTube if you sim-
ply search "Godly Play Stories." 

You are all missed and I cannot wait until we 
can gather in our Godly Play classrooms again. 
We will keep your families updated as we get 
closer to the fall. Enjoy your summer.

THANK YOU

 A note of deep thanks to the staff and con-
gregation of St. Mark’s.  As most of you know, I 
said goodbye to my father as he died on Feb-
ruary 10.  Our staff made it possible for me to be 
with my Dad on his last week of life and then re-
turn for his funeral a week later.  My family and I 
were greatly touched by the numerous cards of 
sympathy.   I feel blessed to be part of a loving 
community that models care for pastors and 
congregants alike.  I have heard it explained that 
losing a second parent makes one feel orphaned 
or untethered.  I now understand this feeling in a 
way I didn’t before.  Through my grief, I have 
been buoyed by the love and compassion you 
have all shown.  Thank you!  I am reminded 
once again that in life and in death we are God’s.  
Thank you all for bearing Christ to Katie and me.

Always in Christ,
Pastor Eric and Katie 

Thank you ever so much for your faithful 
support of campus ministry here at EWU! Our 
continued outreach to this community to feed 
body and soul, and to show Jesus’ love for ALL, 
is due to your generosity.

Many Thanks,
Pastor Arianna Arends
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https://bigpicturebigpurpose.com/vbs-for-backyards-christmas-signup-st-marks-spokane
https://bigpicturebigpurpose.com/vbs-for-backyards-christmas-signup-st-marks-spokane
https://bigpicturebigpurpose.com/vbs-for-backyards-christmas-signup-st-marks-spokane
mailto:kadlecfam@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StMarksSpokane/
https://www.facebook.com/StMarksSpokane/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPvwDFLwbJmkgPAvBJvDrJQ


SUNDAY LUNCH AT ST. ANN’S
St. Mark’s volunteers provide a meal at St. 

Ann’s Catholic Church in the East Central neigh-
borhood on Sunday, August 2. Meal prep is 
from 9:30 – 12:30, then serving, and cleanup, 
starting at 12:30 – 3:00 pm. 

We are looking for new folks to get involved 
with this ministry. Please contact Donna Even-
son at donnae1111@gmail.com or 434-4940 if 
you are interested in participating. This is a great 
way to show our community that we care about 
everyone! 

BITE2GO
The Bite2Go program 

at Franklin Elementary 
School is going well. The 
support they receive from 
the members of St. Mark’s 

is so appreciated. We are now serving 26 
children at Franklin. 

As a show of appreciation for all the staff at 
Franklin, St. Mark’s provided a salad luncheon 
for them on Wednesday, February 19.  It was fun 
to meet the teachers and other staff face to face. 
Chris Sloan from 2nd Harvest spoke to the need 
of hungry kids in Spokane – and it was an eye 
opener for most of the staff to learn how many 
youth are being served in our area. 2nd Harvest 
is branching out further into eastern Washington 
to try to help those in need.

Thank you so much for your continued sup-
port.

SHALOM MINISTRIES
Shalom is a local charity which meets head-

on the needs of the most vulnerable members of 
our community. Last year alone they prepared 
and served 52,275 meals through their “Dining 
with Dignity” program. Here are some ways you 
can help: 

Please save the following products and when 
we meet again, we can get them to Shalom Min-

istries. These items supplement the basic provi-
sions received from 2nd Harvest & NW Harvest 
food banks. Most needed items include:  

brown sugar, syrup, jam or jelly, coffee, 
coffee creamer packets, margarine or butter, 
ketchup, rolled oats, pancake batter, 6” paper 
plates, laundry soap, heavy duty garbage 
bags, and 18” aluminum foil.

During the coronavirus shutdown a small 
staff is preparing sack meals to go for Shalom’s 
diners. When a normal schedule resumes, volun-
teers may be needed to help serve breakfast 
Monday - Thursday at 7:30 am or dinner on 
Mondays at 4:30 pm. St. Mark’s is committed to 
serving on the fourth Monday of every month.

And consider a financial donation by visiting 
the website at www.shalommeal.org. 

SPEAR PROGRAM IS SHIFTING GOALS
This past year the SPEAR board has been 

evaluating its priorities. Over the past several 
years attendance of children participating during 
the school year has been dropping. This past 
summer the number of children who attended 
Camp Lutherhaven was lower also. The fact that 
numbers have been dropping has made it diffi-
cult to do any fundraising. Sheryl Kruger, the 
program director for SPEAR, let the board know 
many months ago that she will be stepping down 
after this current school year.

Although this has felt like a slow demise, 
there are positive aspects. There are so many 
more programs available to the children and 
families in this community than there were in 
1969 when Pastor Ingebritsen at Grace Lutheran 
Church created SPEAR as a summer program in 
the East Central neighborhood. Now, many free 
summer camps for low income children are 
available. Schools are offering more programs 
during the school year. One Heart, the church 
community that occupies the building that used 
to be Grace Lutheran Church, moved into that 
building specifically to minister to the SPEAR 
neighborhood. This year One Heart offers dinner 
and recreation three times a week to many of the 
same families that we serve. They plan to ex-
pand their program as we revise ours.

                                              continued next page
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SPEAR                      continued from previous page

In our talks with One Heart, the one area 
they will not be covering is the operation of a 
food bank. The board has decided to continue 
using the SPEAR building as a food bank for the 
neighborhood. This will allow us to continue our 
ministry in a different way, and Sheryl will remain 
on staff in that capacity. She has worked so 
many years for the benefit of this neighborhood, 
and she is looking forward to helping in this way. 

Now we can continue to support the SPEAR 
mission, but in a different way.  Currently, the 
need is great for some of the basics such as:

• laundry detergent
• feminine hygiene products
• toilet paper
• dish soap
• hand soap
• diapers
• shampoo

These items can be dropped off at Pat 
Manz’s home, near the church. Her address is 
1412 S. Tacoma, and there is a bin on her porch 
to put items in. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

THANK YOU

Thank you, dear ladies of Mary Cares, for the 
beautiful and thoughtful cards for both of our 
birthdays. Thank you also for the very special 
cards for our 65th wedding anniversary.  They 
were all so beautiful and extra special.  We can-
not thank you enough.  Please know we were 
overwhelmed by you all.

Howard & Kathy Wynia

Thanks to the Mary Cares committee for their 
thoughtful and much appreciated birthday cards 
on my 82nd birthday April 26.  It really made a 
difference for me in the middle of this pandemic.

Blessings to everyone.
Shirley Hanson

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS
Blessings on the birth of Howard Young Goertz, 

son of Harmony Young & Steve Goertz and 
grandson of Janet Farness & Rick Young.  

Blessings on the birth of Elliot James Widmer, 
daughter of Naomi & Travis Widmer and 
granddaughter of Eric and Katie Dull.  

Blessings on the birth of Elliot Fauna LeDrum-
mond, grandson of Kate LePard and Dale 
Schroeder

FUNERALS
Bev Heathcote, February 29
Ida Felton (graveside), May 28

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Pat Kingsbury, mother 

of Karol Price, at the time of her death.  
Prayers for the family of Vernon Thomason at 

the time of his death.
Prayers for the family of Zach Panther, son of 

Daniel and Evonne Panther, at the time of his 
death.  

Prayers for the family of Chris Caviness at the 
time of his death. 

Prayers for the family of Jo Olsen at the time of 
her death.

Prayers for the family of Virginia Danke at the 
time of her death.  

Prayers for the family of Duane Dull, father of 
Eric Dull, at the time of his death.

Prayers for the family of Harry Dominguez, 
brother of Gib Dominguez, at the time of his 
death.  

Prayers for the family of Mason Fitzhugh, 
grandnephew of Nancy Childre, at the time of 
his death.  

Prayers for the family of Tim Bruketta at the 
time of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Leslie Buckaloo, 
daughter of Neal and Tiina Buckaloo, at the 
time of her death.

Prayers for the family of Ida Felton at the time of 
her death.   

Prayer for the family of Betty Moen, mother of 
Deidre Jacobson, at the time of her death.  
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FAT TUESDAY RECALLED

What a fantastic celebration we had at St. 
Mark’s on Fat Tuesday. The music and worship 
service were amazing! A hearty THANK YOU to 
the many volunteers who decorated, prepared 
desserts, and cleaned up our Fellowship Hall. 

We appreciate Collette Dice for capturing the 
evening with many colorful photographs. The 
community sure came out in a big way for this 
unique musical experience. In addition to a 
record turnout of about 530 people, we collected 
an offering for a very important nonprofit.  A 
check for $1500 was sent to the Spokane Area 
Jewish Family Service. Thank you! Who knew 
that this would be the last large group gathering 
in our space for many months to come? 

THANK YOU
All of us at Jewish Family Services 

are extremely grateful for St. Mark’s 
extraordinary donation of $1,500.00 to 

our 2020 General Fund. 
St. Mark’s generosity has tremendous impact 

in our community. Your support serves our se-
niors through monthly luncheons, home visits, 
holiday gift deliveries, reassurance phone calls, 
family consultations and transportation services. 
Your contribution also helps low-income individ-
uals and people with disabilities feed themselves 
and their families, keep a roof over their heads 
for another month, or pay a heating bill. We pro-
vide all of these services in the context and with 
the goal of increasing self-reliance and empow-
ering those who face difficult circumstances. You 
have also chosen to enhance Jewish cultural life 
in the Inland Northwest by supporting the 
Spokane Jewish Cultural Film Festival and PJ 
Library.

Thank you again for demonstrating your 
commitment to creating a community where fun-
damental human needs are met with dignity.

Spokane Area Jewish Family Services is a 
501© 3 organization and all donations are tax 
deductible. 

Neal Schindler, Director
Merely Gesh, President 

                                             continued next page
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If you are interested in a group that meets 
virtually by Zoom, you will need an email invi-
tation. Please email the church office at of-
fice@stmarks-spokane.org and mention 
which group you are interested in. You will 
receive a Zoom invite.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE - Meet by Zoom, 
continuing through the summer 

Tuesdays, 10:30 am
This is a Bible-based conversation in the 

conference room to study the Scripture texts for 
the week. All are welcome.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH - Meet by Zoom, off for the 
summer. See you in the fall.
First Tuesday of the month. 
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677

Eat, Pray, Laugh meets in the Parish House. 
All women are invited to this fellowship group 
for conversation, laughter, prayer and refresh-
ments. Pastor Kate leads this group.

GEN-X GROUP - Meet by Zoom, continuing 
through the summer
Second Tuesday, June 9, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

This group of Gen-X aged men (40s 
through 50s) meets various places throughout 
the year. Pastor Eric leads a discussion on faith 
and life issues. We will meet at the South Hill 
Twigs this month.

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS - Meet by Zoom, 
continuing through the summer

Second & Fourth Wednesday, 7:00 am, note 
new time
Questions: Dave Troyke, 879-1423

This men’s group has lots of laughs and in-
teresting discussions about everything, while 
having breakfast. All men are welcome, saints 
and sinners! On the second Wednesday, plan to 
meet at the Perkins (Division and Spokane Falls 
Blvd.). The fourth Wednesday we will be at the 
Chalet.  

THE MEANDERING BUNCH (formerly WALKING 
CIRCLE) - not currently meeting 
Second Friday, 10:00 am
Questions: Martha Harvie, 279-3599

This group plans a monthly outing of taking 
a walk along with other socializing. March takes 
us to the Garland Theater on the Gonzaga Uni-
versity campus. Let’s meet at St. Mark’s and 
carpool. We will have lunch at Caruso’s after-
wards. All women are welcome!

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP - not currently 
meeting

Third Sunday, 12:00 pm
Questions: Judy Palrud, 202-7761 

This group includes those who are in re-
mission or undergoing treatments as well as 
any family members who wish to attend. We 
will meet in the Parish House to visit and share 
stories of support and encouragement. 

EMPTY NESTERS - Meet by Zoom, off for the
                                                                summer
Third Sunday, location tbd., 4:00 – 6:00 pm
Questions: Susan Hagen, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be 
flying the nest in the next year or two. We all 
bring an appetizer and beverage of choice to 
share. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP - Meet by Zoom, 
continuing through the summer

Third Tuesday, June 18, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 747-6677

This group has great conversation and fel-
lowship with “30s or younger” folks at Wiscon-
sin Burger. Pastor Edwin will lead the discussion.

BOOK GROUP—not currently meeting
Last Wednesday, 7:00 am 
Questions: Pat Sowder, 747-6677

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights. “The Cassan-
dra” by Sharma Shields was the book for April. 
All book lovers are welcome! 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR SENIORS!

Pictures of our youth who are 
graduating this spring have been 
posted out on the corner of 24th and 
Grand, along with another banner an-
nouncing our online worship services.
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NOTE: Currently, worship is online, 

Sundays at 9:30 am. The church office 

is closed but messages can be left.

            
             THANK YOU

The pastors and staff would like to 
thank everyone who has sent notes of 
support and encouragement to us dur-
ing this time via the mail, email and 
phone messages. They have been 
shared and are appreciated. We look 
forward to being together soon. 
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