
THE SAINT JOHN’S BIBLE

Starting Sunday, January 29, St. 
Mark’s is hosting a reproduction of a 
full-sized Gospel and Acts volume of 
The Saint John’s Bible. We will also 
display ten prints selected from its 160 
major illuminations. The Saint John’s 
B ib le i s the firs t handwr i t ten, 
illuminated Bible commissioned by a 
Benedictine abbey in over 500 years. 
Its handwritten lettering and stunning 
artwork present the Word of God in a 
truly engaging way. Because our 
Lutheran tradition has a high regard 
for scripture and how the Holy Spirit 
uses this source to inspire our 
callings, the Vocation Project team is 
excited to share this experience with 
our members.

The exhibit is open to the public on 
Mondays, January 30, February 6 & 
13 from 12:00 – 3:00 pm and 
Wednesdays, February 1, 8, & 15 
from 4:00 – 7:00 pm 

Also available by appointment.

Take a little bit of The Saint 
John’s Bible home with you. We 
have order forms available for a 
variety of products related to this 
exhibit. There are reproduction 
volumes in hardcover, books, DVDs, 
prints, and a variety of sets of note 
cards with many different designs. We 
are able to sell these below regular 
retail prices. Look for samples and 
order forms in the narthex.

See page 2 for a list of activities to enhance 
your experience of this exhibit.
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Sunday, February 5, 9:45 am - Brad Neary, 
director of The Saint John’s Bible Heritage 
Program at Saint John’s University, will share 
the fascinating story of The Saint John’s 
Bible original manuscript as well as the story 
of why and how the limited edition (299 
seven-volume sets) of a printed Heritage 
Edition was produced.

Sunday, February 5, 12:00 pm - Open House 
viewing of the Gospels and Acts volume 
(giclee version) of The Saint John’s Bible 
Heritage. Neary will provide a page-by-page 
exploration of the elegant calligraphy and 
stunning illuminations. He will share insights 
into the printed Heritage Edition’s production 
as well as the impact he has witnessed this 
unique work of scripture and sacred art 
having on audiences during his decade-long 
service in his role.

Wednesday, February 8, 1:00 pm - Visio Divina 
with The Saint John’s Bible led by St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church. Visio Divina - 
“sacred seeing” – is an ancient form of 
Christian prayer in which we allow our hearts 
and imaginations to enter a sacred image, in 
silence, to see what God might have to say 
to us.

Sunday, February 12, 9:45 am - Calligraphy 
with Shelby Barrentine. Local calligrapher, 
Shelby Barrentine, will share with us the art 
of calligraphy and how it relates to The Saint 
John’s Bible. You’ll even get a chance to try 
your hand at calligraphy.

Sunday, February 12, 12:00 pm - Pizza and Art.
Barbara Filo and Jessica Filo-Shelton will be 
leading us in an art project inspired by The 
Saint John’s Bible. This is a multi-age event 
and pizza will be provided. Please sign-up in 
the narthex or online.
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ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF THE SAINT JOHN’S BIBLE



CHANGE TO DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Sunday, March 12 at 2:00 am is when we 

“spring forward,” losing an hour.

OFFICE CLOSURE
The church office will be closed for the 

following holidays:
• Monday, February 20 – President’s Day
• Friday, April 7 – Good Friday
• Monday, April 10 – Easter Monday
• Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day
•

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council meets Monday, 

February 14 and Monday, March 14, at 7:00 
pm in the conference room.

THE NURSERY IS BACK. We are excited to 
announce that we have hired a nursery 
attendant, Marie Houk. She’s a student at 
Gonzaga with a lot of childcare experience. She 
will be in the nursery Sundays from 8:15 
am-12:15 pm.

SAVANNAH
OLAPHSON
ORDINATION

Savannah 
Olaphson will be 
o r d a i n e d o n 
February 19 in 
Eden Prairie, 
Minnesota at 
I m m a n u e l 
L u t h e r a n 
Church . She 
was part of St. 
Mark’s for most 
o f h e r h i g h 
school years, 
but we knew her 
as Savannah 
Phelan back then. She has recently married. 
Savannah joined a group of over thirty-five St. 
Mark’s youth at the 2009 ELCA National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans. 

After graduating from Pacific Lutheran University 
with a double major in religion and anthropology, she 
spent a year of service with Young Adults in Global 
Mission of the ELCA, from August 2016 – August 
2017. She was sent to Cambodia and was involved 
with the group Life with Dignity, working to help 
communities become self-sufficient. Most recently, 
this past May, Savannah got a master’s degree in 
diaconal ministry at Wartburg College. We are 
thrilled to know that she will continue working for the 
ELCA as an ordained pastor. Her position at 
Immanuel Lutheran is Coordinator of Service and 
Justice Ministries. As Savannah prepares for her 
ordination, please keep her in your prayers. 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  NOTE THIS !

VOLUNTEERS - This is for YOU!

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE GOES ELECTRONIC!

Beginning in March, most volunteers will 
receive their monthly schedule via email. 
Everyone will be able to access an up-to-date 
schedule at any time on the St Mark’s 
website.

 We are excited to be moving away from 
a printed and mailed schedule! In mid-
February, look for more information about this 
change in the March volunteer scheduling 
email that all worship volunteers receive. 

Don’t use email? We will find a solution! 
Contact Gina Bloom at 509.413.8300.



 COMING SOON TO A PEW NEAR YOU:   

   Giving by QR Code

  
   

Never too 
young to serve: 
Howie Goertz 
helps collect 
the offering.
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MONEY MATTERS

As we closed the books on 2022 giving, we are happy to report that the congregation stepped up to 
our challenge and we were able to considerably shrink the deficit. Thanks to all contributions, large and 
small, we got close to our budgeted expenses. We have spent some time figuring out how to tighten the 
2023 proposed budget.  

For those who still use envelopes for contributions: We use a separate company to print and mail 
our giving envelopes. This company has notified us that they are behind in production due to supply chain 
issues and difficulty hiring the appropriate number of employees. To catch up, they WILL NOT be sending 
envelopes for February. Mailings of offering envelopes will resume by the first Sunday in March. At St. 
Mark’s there are extra envelopes on the desk in the narthex; feel free to take as many as you need. Rest 
assured that if you put your name on any envelope we will make sure your donation is credited to your 
account. This might be a good time to consider going autopay. Just ask Loris for the details.

Contribution reports for the 2022 calendar year: These reports were sent by email by January 
31 to those members for whom we have a current email. If you prefer to receive the report by mail, feel 
free to email finance@stmarks-spokane.org or call 509.747.6677.

Thank you to everyone who is committed to the vibrant life of our church. It takes dedication in 
giving, time and effort to have such a wonderful church home. 

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

Fund
December

Giving

Year-to-date 2022 Operating Budget

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net YTD

General $103,682 $ 687,126 $ 725,461 $ 770,028 $ -38,335

Mortgage $ 4,867 $ 59,134 $ 70,287 $ 70,287 $ -11,151

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org


St. Mark’s continues to feed people through 
SPEAR, Shalom, Crosswalk, and Bite2Go. Many 
people are bringing donations to the church. We 
currently have three categories for donations:

1. Household items can be placed in the Global 
Neighborhood collection bin in the church 
parking lot.

2. Food for SPEAR families can be donated in the 
bin in the narthex.

3. Clothing for the homeless can be placed in the 
Shalom bin in the narthex. Men’s clothing is 
especially needed.

Many people are grateful for these donations.

BITE2GO
You may have noticed in the news that Second 

Harvest is struggling to get enough donated items to 
serve the communities in the rural areas, so many food 
banks aren't able to provide the needed assistance to 
their local people.   It's not just a matter of throwing 
money at the problem, there just isn't food to be had to 
purchase, so actual donations are in great demand right 
now.

The Bite2Go program (a kit of food is given to 
children at school to supplement their needs over the 
weekend) could be affected by this shortage of food in 
the future. It's a matter of supply, transportation, and 
inflation. We just ask for your prayers that these needs 
are covered in a timely manner.

A special thank you to our volunteer drivers who 
faithfully pick up the kits of food each week during the 
school year and get them safely to Franklin Elementary.

SHALOM MINISTRIES
Since 1994, Shalom Ministries has provided 

nutritious, hot meals to Spokane’s low income and 
homeless population. Located downtown at 518 W. 
Third Ave. in the basement of the New Community 
Church (formerly United Methodist Church), Shalom has 
historically partnered with several churches and service 
communities, including St. Mark’s, to feed the hungry 
and marginalized. 

During the past two years of the pandemic, Shalom 
could only provide “grab and go” hot meals prepacked in 
styrofoam trays. Most of our guests ate outside in the 
elements, including sometimes brutal weather, sitting or 
standing on the sidewalk or church steps. But 
thankfully, our 2023 Christmas season started with 

the re-opening of our facility to inside seating once 
again! The vast majority of our guests are truly grateful. 

Additionally, we welcomed back more volunteers to 
assist with the extra effort needed to make sharing a 
meal at the table possible, and the volunteer turnout 
from St. Mark’s folks has been tremendous! Shalom 
has historically served about 150 to 200 meals, six 
times per week. Shalom can use more volunteers: To 
help, contact Deidre Jacobson (509.710.0204) or 
Steve Nash.

Shalom also provides donated clothing to our 
guests when we have it. Currently we’ve received a 
sufficient amount of women’s clothing (though we’ll 
always take more).  But we’re very low on men’s warm 
clothing and shoes, especially in larger sizes.  Our 
current wish list includes:

• Blankets
• Sleeping Bags
• Men’s shoes (sizes 10 – 14)
• Sweatpants and hoodies
• Warm socks
• Men’s pants (sizes 32-38)
• Long sleeve men’s shirts and coats (L to 
XXL)

St. Mark’s has always been very generous to 
Shalom, and we sincerely thank our members for your 
consideration and compassion. “For I was hungry, and 
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and you 
gave me something to drink…Whatever you did for the 
least of these, you did for me.” Please feel free to 
contact Steve Nash or Deidre Jacobsen with any 
questions.

GLOBAL NEIGHBORHOOD THRIFT
The St. Mark’s parking lot houses a donation bin 

supporting Global Neighborhood Thrift, a program 
which helps refugees get established in Spokane. 
Donating your used household items is an easy way to 
put your faith into action and support the foreigner as 
Jesus called us to do.

You can support Global Neighborhood Thrift by 
donating your gently used household items through the 
yellow bin in our lot. GNT is unable to accept car seats, 
baby cribs, auto parts, paint, chemicals, used 
mattresses or box springs, “old style” TVs and 
computer equipment, exercise equipment, or furniture 
that is not in excellent condition. Global Neighborhood 
Thrift is also doing our planet a favor by recycling 
textiles that aren’t in resalable condition. Items that are 
better suited for recycling should be placed in a 
separate bag that is clearly labeled. More details about 
Global Neighborhood Thrift and how to donate 
oversized items can be found at gnthrift.com. 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LENT AT ST. MARK’S
Every year Lent heralds the end of winter and the 

dawn of spring as we look toward the cross and 
resurrection beyond. St. Mark’s will again gather to 
mark these holy days as we journey to Holy Week 
and beyond, with the return of Lenten traditions from 
years past as well as some new things

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, 
and we will gather for worship, including the 
imposition of ashes, on February 22. Last year’s 
midday service was well attended, and we will again 
gather at 12:00 noon and 7:00 pm for Ash 
Wednesday. Our evening service will also be 
livestreamed.

This Lent we will have a new sermon series, 
Blessed Vulnerabilities, which is a new take on the 
Beatitudes. Over the five weeks of Lent, we will 
highlight how God bestows blessings even when we 
only see our weaknesses and shortcomings.

Midweek Lenten gatherings will return this year, 
including our soup suppers. We will gather at 6:00 
pm each Wednesday of Lent for food and fellowship, 
followed by worship at 7:00 pm. This year, we will be 
using Holden Prayer Around the Cross. Much like 
Holden Evening Prayer, this liturgy was originally 
composed for the Holden Community in the winter of 
1995-1996. Composed by Tom Witt and our very own 
Susan Briehl, Holden Prayer Around the Cross is a 
beautiful contemporary liturgy which includes songs, 
prayers, silence, and meditations. At the heart of the 
service is a time of prayer and candle lighting around 
the cross which engages both our youngest 
members and adults alike.

As Lent gives way to Holy Week, we will once 
again celebrate the mysteries of the cross and 
resurrection. Passion Sunday is April 2 with the 
Procession of Palms. We will gather for Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday worship at 7:00 pm 
that week, both of which will be livestreamed. And 
after several years without, the Easter Vigil will be 
returning, April 8 at 7:00 pm. We will gather that 
evening around the New Fire, sing of Christ’s victory 
over sin and death, recall the ancient stories of God’s 
saving acts, and share in the victory feast of the 
Lamb. Easter Sunday is April 9 and we will be 
having two worship services at our regular time.

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR EDWIN

“When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 
mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. And he began to speak and taught 
them, saying:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 
mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 
God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for the 
sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.’ “

             (Matthew 5:1-12).

This is the year of Matthew in our lectionary 
cycle, and we just heard the Beatitudes on the 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. In the way that 
only Jesus can, he turns the tables on our ideas 
of blessings and curses. He lived during a time 
when people largely felt that if you were suffering 
it was because you did something to deserve it. 
Likewise, blessing was understood to be a result 
of righteousness. In Deuteronomy, for example, 
Moses painstakingly goes through blessings and 
curses that would be a natural result from God’s 
people following the Law or not (Deuteronomy 
30:15-19). And yet we see a world where the 
righteous suffer and the wicked go scot-free.

In Matthew’s account of the Beatitudes, 
Jesus only mentions the blessings that God will 
bestow, a sign of the graciousness of God. What 
is amazing about the Beatitudes is that Jesus 

                                    continued next page 
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PASTOR EDWIN  continued from previous page

turns everything on its head. In his day, being poor, 
hungry, in mourning, meek or persecuted were not 
seen as blessings. Are they seen as blessings by us 
today? It is easy to look at the hungry poor and 
assume they did something to deserve their state in 
life, but Jesus actually names their suffering a 
blessing. Perhaps it is because Jesus knew that the 
receiving of gifts in our need is a blessing to us. Or 
perhaps it is because we know that Jesus is present 
in the midst of suffering and, through the 
transformative power of the cross, we know God is 
most especially present with the suffering and 
needy.

Our theme this Lent is Blessed Vulnerabilities 
and is a unique twist on the Beatitudes. Taking our 
cue from Jesus, we see a number of realities which, 
at first glance, may not seem like blessings. But 
through the power of the cross we can see how 
Christ transforms our limitations and pain into 
something holy. God blesses us, in our imperfection 
and curiosity, God comforts us in our loneliness and 
mourning. God provides in our need, not necessarily 
always the way we want but in ways unexpected 
and often more gracious than we might imagine. 
Those things within us that might make us feel weak 
or insecure can also be a blessing for others as 
sharing our vulnerability connects us intimately to 
one another, especially through shared experiences.

As the “Canticle of the Turning” sings, God does 
not spurn our weakness but rather works through it 
and with it to bless us and others in our life. May we 
come to know our vulnerabilities as blessings along 
this Lenten journey.  

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS ARE BACK! 
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm, consider coming 

to church for dinner, bringing soup, bread, 
veggies, or dessert, before Lenten Wednesday 
services at 7:00pm.  

LENTEN COIN BOXES will be available for 
adults and youth alike. We’ll be collecting for 
Crosswalk teen program downtown to 
supplement the food we collect and bring to 
them every month. 

FAT TUESDAY WITH MUSIC
AND DECADENT DESSERTS IS BACK!
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 pm

We’ll enjoy the sounds of Dan Keberle and 
his jazz band, our Chancel Choir, and listen to 
speaker Stephy Nobles-Beans, Whitworth 
University’s Associate Chaplain for Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusion Ministry. 

After the service, come to the Fellowship Hall 
and enjoy delicious desserts made by YOU. 
Please drop these by the church Monday or 
Tuesday, February 20 and 21, between 9:00  
and 3:00 pm.
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LENTEN and EASTER WORSHIP

• Ash Wednesday – February 22, 12:00 
noon and 7:00 pm worship services.

• Midweek Lenten Worship – 
Wednesday, March 1 at 7:00 pm and 
continues every Wednesday through 
March 29.

• Palm Sunday – April 2, 8:30 am and 
10:45 am.

• Maundy Thursday – April 6, at 7:00 pm.
• Good Friday – April 7, at 7:00 pm.
• Easter Vigil – April 8, at 7:00 pm (this 

will be a longer service).
• Easter Sunday – April 9, at 8:30 and 

10:45 am – note these NEW times for 
Easter worship.



VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY
Sunday, February 12, 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Meeting in the Parish House, 7th – 12th grade

Join us for some festive fun as we celebrate 
Valentine's Day. There will be snacks, cookie 
decorating, and a valentine card craft session. 
See if you can beat Calvin or Tyler at a round of 
the game “Love Letter,” and enjoy a chill 
afternoon hanging out with other youth. Hope to 
see you there!

JESUS AND JAVA (or HOT COCOA)
Sunday, February 19, 10:45 am-1:00 pm
7th – 12th grades

Join the youth leaders in a youth group 
seating section for second service and then stick 
around for some coffee and conversation as we 
head over to Rocket on 14th. No cost. We 
should be back at the church by 1pm.

SUNDAY COOL
Sundays in the youth room between first and 
second service.
7th-12th grades

There’s never been a better time to jump 
in and check out Sunday Cool. We’ve got 
games, highs and lows, donut holes, the 
mumble minute, icebreakers, Manga Bible 
devotionals, and much more. We meet 
every week in the youth room at 9:45 am.

Jesus and Java: at the coffee shop

  
Christmas

 Cookie
Decorating
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THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Our current Thursday evening Bible study 

titled Writing the Bible is all about how the Bible 
was composed, written down, translated, and 
conveyed over time. By examining the Bible 
itself, we can see periods of oral development 
and the movement to written forms, with the 
work of scribes and translators being of key 
importance. 

In the coming weeks we will continue to 
explore how the Gospels and Epistles of the 
New Testament were composed, and the work of 
scribes over the generations who, through their 
vocation, transmitted scripture from antiquity to 
the Bible we have today. 

This session runs through February 16 
before taking a break for Lent. We will return 
after Easter (topic forthcoming) on April 27.  

A most sincere thanks for supporting 
SPEAR and Lutheran Community Services 
through our Tree of Giving. With your generous 
contributions, we were able to support 32 foster 
youth that Lutheran Community Services have 
helped settle in the Spokane area. These refugee 
minors, ages 16-20, are living in foster homes, group 
homes, and beginning to set up their own 
apartments. Each received a gift card valued at 
$175 along with a pair of mittens. This will enable 
them to get exactly what they most need depending 
on their circumstances. We also had sufficient funds 
to give 23 families in the East Central neighborhood 
a $20 gift card to supplement their holiday meals. St. 
Mark’s members are so generous in their giving.

THANK YOU

Heartfelt thanks to all the St. Mark’s staff and 
the Mary Cares Group – for the many beautiful 
cards and kind and thoughtful messages – these 
last for weeks! They have all been so enjoyed 
and appreciated!

Jeanne Wennes

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BAPTISM
Charlotte Bechtold, daughter of Jennifer and Baron 

Bechtold, October 20.

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Ruth Williams at the time of 

her death.
Prayers for the family of Mary Partoll, mother of 

Linda Partoll, at the time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Ina Goetzinger at the time of 

her death.
Prayers for the family of Adeline (Addy) Manser at 

the time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Carl Dahl at the time of his 

death.
Prayers for the family of Evelyn (Ev) Creager at the 

time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Gerald (Jerry) Stocker at 

the time of his death.  

NEW MEMBER CLASSES

If you, or someone you know, would like to learn 
more about St. Mark’s and possibly join our church, 
we will be holding inquiry classes over the course of 
three Sundays this spring: April 16, April 23, and 
April 30, from 5:00-7:00 pm at St. Mark's. 

We will begin with dinner prepared by 
congregation members, followed by an informational 
class. This is a wonderful time to learn more about 
St. Mark’s history, what it means to be a Lutheran, 
and get to know the pastors in a small group 
capacity. The new members will be welcomed into 
the congregation on Sunday, April 30 at the 10:45 
service. For more information contact Katie Kadlec 
in the church office at 509.747.6677. 

9



Caroline Shelton is the 
s is ter o f St . Mark ’s 
members Donna Nelson, 
Mark Nelson, and Janet 
Ryden. She recently 
moved to Spokane from 
Edmonds, WA to be closer 
to her siblings.  She retired 
from nursing after 43 
years of working. She 
participated in her prayer 
shawl knitting group in her 
previous church.  

Jan Herman is a retired 
teacher and l ives in 
Spokane Valley.  She has 
two adult children.  She 
spends her time enjoying 
life by playing pickleball, 
mahjong, bridge, hiking, 
travelling, and laughing.  

Jimmy Fox is originally 
from Grangeville, Idaho, 
but recently moved to 
Spokane from Las Vegas, 
Nevada with his husband, 
Moses. He is an attorney 
and hotel manager.  Jimmy 
enjoys cooking, home 
projects, and spending 
time with his dogs and his 
young son, Kade.  

Baron and Jennifer Bechtold joined St. Mark’s 
with their two children Elijah and Charlotte.  Baron 
is originally from Indiana, and Jennifer grew up in 
Idaho Falls, Idaho.  Baron is a patent attorney and 
currently a graduate student at WSU, and Jennifer is 
an attorney. 

Jessica and Wes Southwick  are both originally 
from Montana, but have lived in Spokane for several 
years.  They have a young son Aaron who was just 
recently baptized at St. Mark’s. Wes is an engineer/
construction manager, and Jessica is an executive 
director of the Beyond Pink organization. They enjoy 
being with friends and going out to downtown 
Spokane, sports, dancing, and spending time with 
their son and two dogs. They like to laugh and have 
fun and are looking forward to meeting people at St. 
Mark’s.
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ST. MARK’S WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS



Dianne and Earl Gibbons are originally from 
Buffalo, New York but have landed in Spokane 
after living in many places. They have two adult 
children, Megan and Kyle. Earl is a retired vice 
provost for Western Washington University, and 
Dianne retired from social work. They enjoy 
reading, hiking, and cheering on the Buffalo Bills 
football team.  

Donna White and Tracy White are mother and 
daughter who moved to Spokane from Electric 
City, WA to be closer to family. They are both 
retired teachers. They like to spend time with 
family, going on walks, and gardening.  

OTHER NEW MEMBERS:

Sandy Fink
Mary Ellen Mays
Karen and Ron Mehlert
Carol and George Nichols

Theron and Robin Miller moved to Spokane 
from Montana. Theron is retired from the U.S. 
Forest Service as a Natural Resources Social 
Scientist, and Robin is a retired mental health 
therapist. They spend their time together hiking, 
backpacking, traveling, listening to music, and 
reading.

NOT PICTURED:
Rich and Sarah Whaley and their two children 
Jack and Elizabeth join family members here at 
St. Mark’s.  Rich is an attorney for Spokane 
County, and Elizabeth is a recruiter for Numerica 
Credit Union. They are a sports-centric family 
and enjoy playing soccer and baseball during 
their free time.  

11

"I will thank (God) for the 
pleasures given me through my 
senses, for the glory of the 
thunder, for the mystery of music, 
the singing of the birds and the 
laughter of children… Truly, O 
Lord, the earth is full of thy 
riches! "
--- Edward King (1829-1910), Bishop of Lincoln



We enjoyed such great food, Christmas 
music, and of course, some of the ever popular 
lutefisk. Thanks to the wonderful team that had a 
special lefse-making session ahead of time, the 
wonderful decorations group, and all who 
participated. 

We even continued the tradition of Sankta 
Lucia brides, on a smaller scale. We hope that in 
the future more of our youth will participate. It’s 
nice to reimagine some of our traditions in new 
ways.

Mark Lorenz, Barb Belstad, Cathy Thornton, Tammy Walker
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SMORGASBORD MADE ITS COMEBACK IN DECEMBER



 

Salmon is always 
popular. Even Roger 
Chase  divides his 
loyalties, with a bowl 
of lutefisk in the other 
hand and an apron to 
match.

ORGAN GOES FOR REFURBISHMENT

Just before Christmas, the  console of St. 
Mark’s organ was removed by Marceau & 
Associates Pipe Organ Builders, Inc. for 
refurbishment. After many years of planning and 
fundraising as well as an extended delay due to 
supply chain issues, we are very pleased to see 
progress on this project. 

The builders will update the computer that 
powers the organ and sort out several technical 
issues that have occurred over the nearly thirty 
years of the organ’s life. This is part of the 
stewardship of the gifts we have at St. Mark’s as 
our organ is a wonderful resource not only to our 
music program but to the greater Spokane area.

We hope to have the organ back in 
commission by Easter. More details will follow 
about a rededication.

                        The removal crew. 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STEWARDS OF CREATION

Dear St. Mark’s Friends:
Although we are in the hibernation 

season, things are percolating!
We know it’s not often exciting (except for 

L a u r e n , o u r m a s t e r 
composter!), but it’s very 
important that we as a 
community strive to do a 
good job managing our 
composting and trash. We 
h a v e o b t a i n e d n e w 
containers that are clearly 
marked for compostable 
items. Compostable items 
include our paper coffee 
c u p s , n a p k i n s , f o o d 

scraps, etc. Those indoor bins are then 
emptied into the green commercially 
composted bins outdoors and, believe it or 
not, become new soil! 

Our compost bins for food scraps and garden waste.

Other items, for example, plastic forks or 
coated paper, need to go into the regular 
waste bins. You know that St. Mark’s 
recycles the paper it uses, so those bins are 
avai lable too. Your help is great ly 
appreciated to create new habits that better 
steward our local resources. Feel free to ask 
anyone on our team - Pastor Edwin, Rick 
Young, Laren Sunde - about what goes 
where if it’s confusing. Thank you!

We’re looking ahead to spring and Earth 
Day on Saturday, April 22. The Hope for 
Creation Conference whose theme this year 
is “Care for Water” at St. John’s Cathedral 

on Earth Day April 22 (8:30 a.m. through a 
Vigil at 4:30 p.m.) will bring together many 
ideas for both earth stewardship, healing 
and environmental justice. The day’s events 
include music, food trucks and exhibits 
outdoors with special sessions featuring 
students from Gonzaga, the Spokane and 
Coeur D’Alene Tribes, Turnbull National 
Wildlife Refuge experts and more in learning 
sessions indoors. This is a DON’T MISS 
event! Save the date now! There will be 
more details soon!

Also, on Saturday April 22 at St. Mark’s 
we will use a Healing for Creation liturgy and 
on Sunday April 23, we will worship using a 
special creation-focused liturgy. Bring your 
family and friends to share in these special 
worship opportunities. We will also have 
Earth Day take away items to stimulate your 
own creation experiences.

Soon we will begin planning our BGEM 
(Babylon, Gethsemane, Eden, Manito) 
garden box planting where we grow healthy 
food for hungry people. As always, everyone 
is welcome to be part of the Stewards of 
Creation. We usually meet on Zoom for an 
hour at 6:00 pm on the first Monday of the 
month. Contact Pastor Edwin or Janet 
Farness for the Zoom link or to ask any 
questions. Next Zoom will be February 6 at 
6:00 p.m. Join us!

God gives the growth!
Janet Farness and Pastor Edwin
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SCRIPTURE & COFFEE 
Every Tuesday, 10:30 am

This group meets for a Bible-based 
conversation with a pastor to study the 
scripture texts for the following Sunday. All 
are welcome.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday of the month, February 7,   
                               March 7, April 4, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Lori, 509.747.6677

Eat, Pray, Laugh meets in the Parish 
House. All women are invited to this 
fellowship group for conversation, laughter, 
prayer and refreshments. Pastor Lori leads 
this group. 

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesdays,  Feb. 8 & 22, 
            March 8 & 22, April 12 & 26, 7:00 am
Questions: Dave Troyke, 509.879.1423

This men’s group has lots of laughs and 
interesting discussions about a variety of 
topics. All men are welcome, saints and 
sinners! We meet at Perkins at Division and 
Spokane Falls Blvd. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 509.747.6677

This group has great conversation and 
fellowship with adults in their 30’s rotating 
through local brewpubs and wineries. Pastor 
Edwin leads the discussion.

THE MEANDERING BUNCH
Second Friday of the month, 10:00 am
Questions: Martha Harvie, 509.279.3599

This group plans regular outings of 
walking along with others while socializing, 
sometimes including lunch afterwards. All 
women are welcome! Here are the first few 
dates on the 2023 schedule:

• February 10, we go to the Museum of 
Arts & Culture and the Campbell 
House followed by lunch at the Elk in 
Brown’s Addition.

• March 10, we’ll walk around River 
Front Square with the lunch location 
to be determined.

• April 14, we’ll head to the Garland 
District for a walk, with the lunch 
location to be determined.

STEWARDS OF CREATION
First Monday of the month, by Zoom, 6:00 pm
Questions: Janet Farness, 509.747.6677

This group meets to learn more about 
care of the earth and our divine calling to be 
good stewards of creation.

UNDERSTANDING POVERTY
Fourth Monday of the month, at various 

locations or by Zoom, usually 5:30 pm
Questions: Pat Manz, 509.879.7408

We are exp lor ing extending our 
relationship with the local schools in 
neighborhoods of great need to help support 
students and local families with hygiene 
supplies. This is just a start to doing more in 
our community to help in reducing poverty.
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A HYMN FOR ST. MARK’S 75th ANNIVERSARY

     To celebrate our congregation’s anniversary, member Susan Briehl composed this hymn. Here is 
what she tells us about it: 

This Trinitarian blessing is for you, the people of St. Mark’s Lutheran. It echoes Aaron’s benediction 
(Numbers 6) as we ask God to bless, keep, and shine on us, to grant us kindness and give us peace. 
You might recognize other biblical images, too. Listen for a reference to our current sending prayer and 
a blessing on your daily vocations. Together may we be a living sign of God’s mercy in the world. I am 
deeply grateful to Bob Farley, my friend and collaborator, who is allowing St. Mark's to use his music, 
which he composed for a wedding blessing I wrote for our daughter Magdalena.


