
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KATE

Looking around at the people gathered for 
worship, it suddenly struck me how strange it 
was for everyone to have coverings over two-
thirds of their faces. Three years ago, I wouldn’t 
have imagined that we would sing and pray and 
walk up for communion with masks on. It seems 
like something George Orwell would have written 
in a grim novel about the distant future.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m very grateful that the 
members of St. Mark’s have so graciously 
complied with our mask requirement. Many 
people have commented on how tired they are of 
wearing masks and of everything else that goes 
along with navigating a pandemic. But the 
commitment to caring for one another by 
masking has not declined among those who 
come into our church. We are people striving to 
faithfully follow Jesus’ teaching to love our 
neighbors.

Recently, I had an opportunity to talk with a 
young man who I confirmed many years ago, 
when I served another congregation. He has an 
interesting career, a spouse, and children.  
However, he has suffered some deep difficulties 
with his health and family issues. As he 
explained to me how the pandemic has 
exacerbated these struggles, he said, “I know it’s 
all part of God’s plan.”

That doesn’t sit well with me. I don’t presume 
to know the mind of God, but scripture reveals 
some things about the Lord. “For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11) Of course, 
those words were spoken to God’s people, 
through the prophet, long ago.  Still, there is no 
reason to think that is not still the Lord’s intention 
for us.  Jesus reinforced this understanding with 
his teaching, healing, and preaching.

                                              continued next page

Shirley Hansen worships online with St. Mark’s on 
Christmas with her grandsons in Oregon.

ST. MARK’S SHOWS FLEXIBILITY, 
CREATIVITY AS MISSION CONTINUE

As the pandemic drags on and recovery 
happens in fits and starts, St. Mark’s members 
and leaders keep adapting and finding new ways 
to carry out our mission, often with humor and 
the chance for interesting new perspectives.

LENT IN A BAG, page 4, contains everything 
from ashes to pancake mix!

THE WALKING CHRISTMAS PAGEANT, 
page 6, brought the familiar story to life in a 
whole new way - with great costumes and a 
traveling star!

ADAPTABLE SAFETY PROCEDURES, page 
14, address changing needs.

Worship and interest groups continue to meet 
both in person and online, offering options, page 15. 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PASTOR KATE         continued from previous page

Jesus insisted that God loves the world and 
he made that broad statement particular to 
individual people as he healed an official’s son, 
forgave a woman caught in adultery, restored 
sight to a blind man, wept over his friend’s death. 
Those whose hatred caused him to be crucified, 
could not deter Jesus from his commitment to 
prove God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy.

So, I told the young man who spoke of his 
difficulties as part of God’s plan, that the Lord’s 
intentions for us are full love and grace. The hard 
things that we suffer are sometimes the result of 
bad choices we, or other people make. Or 
sometimes awful things that we experience are 
just part of the brokenness of this world. We 
don’t understand why some things happen, but 
we trust that God is present with us and sustains 
us through our struggles. You can trust that the 
Lord is faithful in caring for you.

Scientists can explain how diseases develop 
and how epidemics become pandemics.  That is 
in the field of logic. But in the more emotional, 
personal experience of illness and other 
troubles, we wonder more about why than how. 
We don’t know the whys but we do know the 
who. The One who stays with us, the One who 
never gives up on us, the One who intends good 
for you and me, is the One we have come to 
know in Jesus the Lord. Who knows how long 
this strange time of pandemic will last and what 
difficulties we may experience along the way? 
But we do know that God intends to give us a 
future with hope. We hold on to that promise 
while the Lord holds on to you and me.  

Blessed be the Name of the Lord,  
Pastor Kate

OFFICE CLOSURES
The church office will be closed for the 

following holidays:

• Monday, February 21 – President’s Day
• Friday, April 15 – Good Friday
• Monday, April 18 – Easter Monday
• Monday, May  30 – Memorial Day
•

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council meets Monday, 

March 14, at 7:00 pm in the conference room.

LENTEN AND EASTER WORSHIP

• Ash Wednesday - March 2, 12:00 noon 
and 7:00 pm

• Midweek Lenten Worship - Wednesday, 
March 9 at 7:00 pm and continues every 
Wednesday through April 6

• Palm Sunday - April 10, 8:30 am and 
10:45 am

• Maundy Thursday - April 14, at 7:00 pm
• Good Friday - April 15, at 7:00 pm
• Interactive, self-guided devotional - 

April 16; drop in anytime between 3:00 
pm and 7:00 pm

• Easter Sunday - April 17, at 8:00, 9:30 
and 11:00 am 

NEW MEMBERS AND INQUIRERS CLASSES
Sundays April 24, May 1 and 15

St. Mark’s continues to grow despite the 
pandemic. Read about our newest members on 
page 10.

Another round of new member classes will 
begin in April, covering what it means to be a 
Lutheran, St. Mark’s history, and introduction to 
the pastors, in sessions of about an hour.

Questions: Call Katie Kadlec at 360.600.3633. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FUNERALS
Don Donaldson on December 11, 2021
Robert Scheel on January 28, 2022 at Ball & 

Dodd Funeral Home

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Marcus Jung, grandson 

of Sue Gilman, at the time of his death. 
Prayers for the family of Terry Lang, brother of 

Leo Lang, at the time of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Richard Dittrich, 
brother-in-law of Marla Jo Dittrich, at the time 
of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Carolyn Saxegaard, 
sister of Dick Thiel, at the time of her death.  

Prayers for the family of Marjie Davis, mother of 
Jim Davis, at the time of her death.  

Prayers for the family of Robert Scheel, father 
of Debbie Leffall and grandfather of Jennifer 
Little, at the time of his death.   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MONEY MATTERS 

Contribution reports for the 2021 calendar year were sent by email on January 31 to those 
members for whom we have a current email. If we don’t have an email for you, we sent a paper copy. 
If you prefer to receive the report by paper, feel free to email me at the address below or call 
509.747.6677. We’ll print and send your contribution report as soon as possible.  

We are happy with the results of our fall stewardship drive entitled “Gathered for Community, Sent 
to Serve.” We received over 130 pledge cards, and adding those who regularly give online, we could 
add 42 additional households to that number. We have enjoyed gathering for community safely these 
past months, listening to sermons while sitting in pews and enjoying live music in our beautiful 
sanctuary. What a pleasure it was to enjoy an in-person Christmas Eve service. 

Thank you for your generous giving which shows how important St. Mark’s is to our congregation. 
We continue to reinvent things around here, with the creative, outdoor Walking Christmas Pageant, 
new ways of experiencing communion, and some Zoom small groups for everyone’s safety. Whether 
you gather in our space, or online, we are still a community, and we continue to be sent to serve. The 
Lutheran Community Services Christmas gift cards and blankets, turkeys and gift cards for our 
SPEAR families, among other contributions, show our commitment to that.

Loris Stupel
Parish Life Coordinator
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
finance@stmarks-spokane.org
509.747.6677

Fund
December

Giving

Year-to-date 2021 Operating Budget

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 87,836.00 $ 699,163.05 $ 687,163.71 $ 700,350.00 $ 12,039.34

Mortgage $ 10,252.39 $ 72,184.45 $ 70,284.00 $ 70,284.00 $ 1,900.45

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org


SEE PAGE 2 FOR A SCHEDULE OF 
LENT AND EASTER SERVICES

There are several exciting things coming this 
Lent at St. Mark’s intended to foster your and 
your family’s faith as Easter approaches. Check 
out these opportunities for worship, prayer, and 
devotion for your whole household:

SHROVE TUESDAY and LENT IN A BAG
At the transition from Epiphany to Lent, we 

normally have a special jazz service, however due to 
COVID we will not hold our Fat Tuesday Jazz 
Mass this year. Nonetheless, Shrove Tuesday is a 
day the church traditionally prepares for Lent and so 
we will have available for you “Lent in a Bag” kits 
on Transfiguration Sunday, February 27. 

Bags will be available in the narthex and are free 
for all, one per family. The bags will include pancake 
mix for Shrove Tuesday, ashes for those who wish to 
celebrate Ash Wednesday via online worship at 
home, and a few symbols of Lent to help you listen 
more closely to God through prayer or conversation. 
Lenten coin boxes will also be available. All funds 
raised will go towards Global Neighborhood, which 
benefits refugees resettling in our community.

Please call the church office if you would like one 
of these kits but are not physically attending church 
right now, especially if you plan to join us for Ash 
Wednesday live-streamed.

ASH WEDNESDAY and SEASON OF LENT
While Fat Tuesday isn’t central to our Lenten 

journey, Ash Wednesday is. In order to facilitate broad 
participation among the community without crowding, 
we will be holding two Ash Wednesday services on 
March 2 at 12:00 noon and 7:00 pm. Both services 
will have the imposition of ashes, proclamation of 
word, and communion. The evening service will be 
live-streamed on YouTube.

During the Sundays of Lent your pastors will be 
leading a preaching series titled For Such a Time 
as This. These sermons will explore in greater depth 
through scripture and proclamation how God has 
called humans to both the exceptional and the 
ordinary. We will be focusing on less familiar people’s 
call stories in the Bible, such as Esther, Samson, 
Esau, and Bathsheba. We hope you will find 
connections to your own calling.

Mid-week worship will return on Wednesdays in 
Lent. Using the same preaching series as Sunday, we 
will gather to sing Holden Evening Prayer 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. We will not be having our 
Lenten Soup Supper this year due to COVID, but we 
hope you will join us for this time of meditative prayer, 
song, and proclamation.

HOLY WEEK and EASTER SUNDAY
Holy Week will begin with Palm Sunday worship 

services, April 9 and 10 with the procession of 
palms and a reading of the Passion from Luke. 
Through Holy Week, we will gather for worship on 
Maundy Thursday with communion and stripping 
of the altar, and Good Friday with veneration of 
the cross, both starting at 7:00 pm, both services 
live-streamed. 

Due to the complexity of the service and high 
volunteer needs, there will be no Easter Vigil; 
however, we invite you to come between 3:00 and 
7:00 pm Saturday, April 16 to the church for a special 
interactive, self-guided devotional.

Our Easter Sunday celebrations will include the 
usual three services on April 17 at 8:00, 9:30, and 
11:00 am. Having three services will allow folks the 
opportunity to spread out as much as possible. 
Consider coming to either the earlier or later services 
which typically have a smaller crowd. The 9:30 am 
service will be live-streamed. Join us to celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord! 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NOTE: Recently, with higher COVID numbers in 
Spokane, Sunday School and Alleluia Choir have 
been meeting online. As case numbers are now 
dropping, both plan to resume in person 
meetings on February 27. Stay tuned, fingers 
crossed! 

GODLY PLAY SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are excited to bring back in person Godly 

Play for all children ages three years through 
grade six. Please join us on Sunday, February 
27 at 9:45 – 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. We 
will have a Godly Play story and Lenten crafts. 
Families can also pick up a “Lent in a Bag” that 
includes activities to do throughout Lent. 

ALLELUIA CHOIR
Join our gathering of faithful singers!
Alleluia Choir has been going strong all 

through these past two years. Whether we 
gather in person or over Zoom to play charades, 
rehearse, and share the love of our community, 
these kids have been there and have kept on 
singing. For the month of January, and into the 
beginning of February, we decided to meet over 
Zoom as a safety measure, but we will be back 
in person on Sunday, February 27. We would 
love to have any first through sixth graders join 
us in either format. For more info, and/or to get 
the Zoom link, reach out to Ann Benson 
(annmbbenson@gmail.com / 509.954.9819.)  

   VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
   June 27-July 1, 9-11:30 am

Mark your calendars for a 
week full of music, stories, 
games, art, food, fellowship, and 
laughter. The theme for this 
summer i s : Monumen ta l , 
Celebrating God’s Greatness. 
We will be going off road for an 
adventure through colorful 
canyons and trai ls of the 
Southwest. By exploring God’s 
awesomeness, kids will form a 
rock solid faith for the road 
ahead. More information will be 
coming soon.

Calling all adults and youth! If you are 
looking for a fun way to connect and volunteer at 
St. Mark’s, we are in need of VBS volunteers. 
This is a great way for adults to get connected 
with St. Mark’s and for teenagers to get their 
volunteer hours in, plus it looks great on college 
applications. Different areas in need are: 
decorations, snacks, arts and crafts, outdoor 
games, registration, and class leaders. Please 
contact Katie Kadlec at 360.600.3633 if you 
would like to help. 

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation winter session continues 

Wednesdays through February 23, 6:00 pm – 
7:00 pm. Currently we’re meeting on Zoom 
using this link.

WALKING 
CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT 
  
 next page  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Learning for All Ages

Believe it or not, we are already planning 
Vacation Bible School,

  June 27 – July 1, 9:00 - 11:30 am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86892959358?pwd=aXA4OHpIMFd1MWdxeU5lSm1Wb0djUT09#success


Is there room at the inn?

Shepherds at the manger.

                             Mary and Joseph.

The Wise Person, Head Angel and Astonished 
Shepherd. 

6

THE WALKING CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
It was wonderful to join the Sunday School children and several youth as we followed Mary and 

Joseph on their “Journey to Bethlehem” (or, in this case . . . the Parish House lawn!) We had a very 
large and spread-out crowd of parents and other church members join us as we heard the story and 
sang Christmas hymns together. Afterward, we all enjoyed an outdoor hot cocoa bar. A big thank you 
to Katie Kadlec for help coordinating, as well as to Pastor Lori (head angel), Pastor Edwin (astonished 
shepherd), and Pastor Kate (wise person) for their support of the pageant.



              The angels sing on high.
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Wise persons and 
shepherds follow the star 
to the manger.

The crowd of 
angels, wise 
persons and 
others all bear 
witness.



SUNDAY COOL
Sundays, 9:45 am – 10:30 am
Youth grades 7 – 12

Join us in the youth room between first and 
second service on Sundays. It’s a great time to 
check in, share some highs and lows, play a 
game, or jump into a quick devotional.

SEARCHING ONWARD IN LENT (SOIL)
Friday, March 25 – Sunday, March 27
All youth grades 9 – 12

This year in lieu of TEC, we are creating a 
new program entitled “Searching Onward In 
Lent.” This is a teen-run weekend where we 
share faith stories and grow together through 
various group activities. The event takes place at 
St John’s Cathedral with food provided. This 
popular program is open to all high school youth 
both as a participant or to help put it on.

SENIOR HIGH AT HOLDEN 
VILLAGE
Friday, May 20 – Sunday, May 22
Youth grades 9 – 12

Need a break from the daily stress 
of COVID and miss being around 

other youth? Join us at Holden Village! Holden is in 
the middle of the mountains and has lots of 
activities including hiking, weaving on looms, 
bowling, and legendary good food. We have a 
great group going and if you’d like to join, we’d 
love to see if there’s still room for you too.

Idaho Servant Adventure (ISA)
Monday, July 18 – Friday, July 22
Youth grades 8 – 12

ISA is a unique opportunity to spend time with 
youth from around the country. In the morning, we'll 
drive to the Silver Valley to help an underserved 
community with projects from home repairs or yard 
work, to day camp. In the afternoon we'll return to 
Camp Shoshone to enjoy a variety of activities 

like tubing the Coeur d'Alene River or crafts. This 
is one of only a few programs that allow you to 
meet Christian youth from around the country 
while serving a community in need.

CHAOS ARCADE 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YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY

YOUTH SURVEY RESULTS

In late November Pastor Lori sent out a brief 
survey to our families with youth between the 
ages of 3 and 18. The purpose of the survey was 
to gauge whether parents are currently willing, 
during this stage of the pandemic, to have their 
children involved in ministries; whether older 
youth are willing to participate in our current 
programming (and, if not, why not), and to 
determine how we might better serve our youth 
and their families. We received feedback from 37 
parents (some from the same household). 

The general results were as follows:

• Parents continue to be concerned 
about exposing their children to COVID in 
multiple settings and are limiting their 
exposure, especially when children are 

under five and thus ineligible for a 
vaccine.
• Parents with younger kids continue to 
have great enthusiasm for the Alleluia 
Choir and Godly Play.
• Middle school and high school kids 
have conflicting programming such as 
dance, band/choir performances, and 
athletics, as well as a heavier homework 
load.
• COVID has created a loss of 
m o m e n t u m / i n t e r e s t i n y o u t h 
programming—particularly for older 
youth, resulting in older kids being less 
likely to want to participate because 
fewer peers are participating.
• Parents of elementary-age children 
are interested in developing a Family 
Small Group or some other fellowship 
opportunity.
• Some older elementary-aged children 
may have outgrown Godly Play.
• Some parents would like to see more 
volunteer/service opportunities for high 
school youth.

What next? This feedback will help our staff 
to eva luate the s ta tus o f our cur rent 
programming, modify our expectations regarding 
youth participation during the pandemic, but also 
help us to anticipate how to better develop 
programming to fit the changing participation in 
various youth demographics. New strategies 
could involve engaging our older elementary, 
middle, and high school youth in new ways, or 
focusing on developing a strong foundation for 
youth programming among our youngest post-
pandemic participants.

A big THANK YOU to the many St. Mark’s 
parents who participated in the survey, and 
especially to those who provided detailed 
comments so that we could better understand 
where we find ourselves in youth ministry at this 
t ime. Our staff is deeply committed to 
maintaining the long tradition of strong 
programming our St. Mark’s families have 
known, and we look forward to having our 
parents and youth continue to partner with us to 
create a robust ministry for the future. 

9



ST. MARK’S WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

Holly and Steve Dornfeld moved to Spokane 
from Astoria, Oregon two years ago.  They are both 
originally from Kalispell, Montana. Steve is a retired 
Lutheran pastor, and Holly is a retired teacher. They 
have three adult children and a young granddaughter. 
Steve enjoys playing the guitar and singing. You may 
even hear Steve play his guitar during service at 
times. Holly also enjoys music along with reading, 
walking, and bike riding.

Ben and Rose Baker have three daughters, 
Noelle (8), Heather (6), and Greta (4). Ben is an 
engineer and Rose is a nurse. They moved to 
Rearden, Washington from Federal Way, where they 
attended Pastor Lori’s previous church, Calvary 
Lutheran. The family enjoys doing outdoor activities 
together, gardening and crafting.

G r e g o r 
and Pamela 
Thuswaldner 
h a v e t w o 
children, Lilly 
(16) and Alex 
(10).  They 
p r e v i o u s l y 
l i v e d i n 
Chicago but 
m o v e d t o 
Spokane 1 ½ 
y e a r s a g o . 
Gregor is the 
p r o v o s t a t 
W h i t w o r t h 
University.  

 Melinda Bowman is married to Jason and 
together they have two children, Quinn (9) and Liesl 
(8). Melinda is 
a p r o g r a m 
manager at a 
local treatment 
center and is 
happiest when 
g i v i n g b a c k 
and he lp ing 
others reach 
t h e i r g o a l s . 
Her hobbies 
i n c l u d e 
q u i l t i n g , 
c o o k i n g , 
read ing, RV 
camping and 
traveling.

C h a r l e s 
( C h u c k ) 
Purcell is a 
retired banker 
and has two 
adult children. 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FAITH ACTION NETWORK

Faith Action Network (FAN) – what is this?
by Janet Farness

Mission: FAN is an interfaith statewide 
partnership striving for a just, compassionate 
and sustainable world through community 
building, education and courageous public 
action. 

With more than 160 faith communities across 
Washington State now lifting their faithful voices, 
Faith Action Network (FAN) came into being in 
2011 at the union of the Washington 
Association of Churches (WAC), a historical 
ecumenical agency, and the  Lutheran Public 
Policy Office (LPPO), the highly effective 
advocacy arm of the stateʼs largest Protestant 
denomination. FAN now builds a more powerful 
force for change. The merger opened the door 
for other faith communities to partner in this 
interfaith movement for the common good.

FAN does not promote any political party or 
candidate, rather, FAN focuses its attention on 
legislation in six areas, to:

• further economic justice and reduce 
poverty;

• reform our policing and criminal justice 
system;

• create housing opportunities and prevent 
homelessness;

• promote environmental justice;
• seek justice for immigrants and civil and 

human rights for all;
• ensure healthcare access.

The “Understanding Poverty” team has 
noted that a few current bills could help our 
local situation in particular:
 

• TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families) to include a monthly diaper 
subsidy (SB 5838 Sen. Nobles/HB 1947 
Rep. Frame);

• Housing Justice Act, ensuring no housing 
discrimination for folks with prior 
convictions (HB 2017 Rep. Davis);

• Energy for All (HB1490 Rep Harris-
Talley), keeping util ity costs to a 
percentage of income for low-income 
people.

We hope to have the FAN’s eastern 
Washington representative come speak to a 
Sunday Forum soon. We are discovering how 
easy it is to lift our voice since the legislature is 
meeting remotely and we can sign in online and 
let our representatives know which legislation 
aligns with our values. Stay tuned to learn how to 
lift your voice on behalf of ‘the least of these’ at 
our state legislature and help to bring about 
systemic change. 

To learn more, please go to https://fanwa.org. 

NEW GLASS 
COMMUNION WARE 

The Stewards o f 
Creation group has been 
busy through the winter 
w o r k i n g o n m a n y 
different projects focused 
on our vocation to care 
for creation. 

We are excited about 
a new initiative to bring 
glass communion ware 
back to St. Mark’s. Like 
most churches, we used 

to use glass exclusively but transitioned some years 
ago to disposable plastic. While this was done 
primarily for convenience, we have increasingly 
become aware of the impact single use plastic has on 
the environment. Glass offers us a sustainable, 
reusable option that also is far more dignified for the 
sacrament than disposable plastic. 

Using glass does mean washing them and this 
time-costly reality was the original reason we 
switched to plastic. However, after a little research we 
discovered a solution in the form of specially 
designed dishwasher racks. Every glass is washed 
and sanitized by a special crew dedicated to this work 
on Tuesday mornings following Scripture and Coffee.

 If you are interested in helping out, reach out to 
Pastor Edwin, Janet Farness, or Pat Manz. Special 
thanks to our Altar Guild and Stewards of Creation for 
making this a reality! 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SHALOM MINISTRIES / 
DINING WITH DIGNITY

Thank you, St. Mark’s congregation, you are 
generous supporters of Shalom Ministries/ 
Dining With Dignity! The blankets, sleeping bags 
and clothing you donate are given directly to 
homeless and low-income downtown dwellers. 
Everything is received with gratitude. Thank you, 
St. Mark’s members! You make a difference!

Shalom update: 
Meals are served as ‘grab and go’ due to 

COVID 19 restrictions; diners sit on the church 
steps, on the ground, or stand to eat their meals. 
Those with nearby apartments may take them 
home to eat. Indoor dining is still not feasible, but 
there is hope that we will serve in the building 
again in the future.

Any leftover meals are delivered to the tent 
city on Second and Freya.

On-site community providers coordinating 
with Shalom include: Community Health 
Association of Spokane’s homeless outreach 
workers (known as CHAS), Street Medicine 
Physician’s Assistant (with students in tow), 
WSU student nurses and Frontier Behavioral 
Health’s outreach housing specialist. These 
partners provide direct medical care and 
referrals, counseling, addiction treatment support 
and housing assistance.

Weather-appropriate clothing is placed on a 
table for diners to select first come, first serve, 
and items are gone quickly. Highly coveted items 
such as blankets, shoes (there is a great need 

for men’s size 13, 
14, & 15 shoes), 
w i n t e r b o o t s , 
hand warmers, 
sleeping bags, 
c o a t s a n d 
backpacks are 
prov ided upon 
request when we 
have them.

     New shoes.

 A new blanket.

   New hats.

A d d i t i o n a l 
donated items are distributed as they are received 
and include hats, scarves, gloves, socks, individual 
hygiene kits, hand warmers and occasional 
supplemental food items. 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TREE OF GIVING THANK YOU

St. Mark’s Friends,
Your generosity is inspiring! Thank you for 

supporting this year’s Tree of Giving. We were 
able to purchase gifts for Lutheran Community 
Services foster and unaccompanied minors and 
provide grocery gift cards to Spear families.

  Celebrations looked different this year but 
your presents were delivered to very excited kids 
and families.  One of the things I love most about 
this year’s Tree of Giving was being able to use 
our combined resources to make sure each child 
got exactly what they had asked for, especially in 
cases where these were the only gifts they 
received.  I’m hopeful that next year’s Tree of 
Giving will return to the St. Mark’s narthex, but it 
was amazing to have this tradition be so 
successful in the midst of so much change.  

A special thank you to Susan Hagen, mentor 
and gift wrapper extraordinaire, for her help and 
guidance!

Warmly,
Gina Bloom
Volunteer Coordinator
volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org

St. Mark’s worship volunteers are the best 
sort of folks. Take a moment at worship to notice 
their work. Please, if you think of it, thank one of 
them for their acts of service and love for our 
community. Consider joining them in a way that 
fits your style and helps lighten the load for all.  
I’m happy to help you find the right spot. My 
appreciation for all of you as we enter 2022.

Gina Bloom
Volunteer Coordinator
volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org
509.413.8300

A BLESSING FOR WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Blessed are you who arrive early,
Who prepare the Word, the coffee, the day.
Blessed are you who wash, you who greet, you 
who share a smile.

Blessed are you who tend to details, 
Who notice the needs, the holes, the numbers.
Blessed are you who watch, you who count, you 
who protect.

Blessed are you who serve,
Who share the Body, a bulletin, an ear.
Blessed are you who practice, you who tidy, you 
who button up.

Blessed are you who guide,
Who offer an arm, a seat, a prayer.
Blessed are you who process, you who drive, 
you who extinguish.

Blessed are you who pivot,
Who adjust, swap and even sometimes forget.
Blessed are you who answer, you who correct, 
you who can and can not.

Blessed are you who connect
Who come together in a holy collaboration of 
human hands and voices,
Ministering with time and talents.  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UPDATE ON COVID PRECAUTIONS 
AT ST. MARK’S

Dear Beloved Members of St. Mark’s:

To meet in person or to meet online given the 
current Spokane COVID caseload?

That is the perennial question your staff is kicking 
around as our congregation experiences the joy of 
being physically present with one another, while also 
acknowledging the critical need to be responsible with 
our current freedom to meet in worship. 

But perhaps the online/in-person dichotomy is a 
false one. After all, with the advent and availability of 
vaccines beginning a year ago, we now have the 
liberty to keep each other safe by masking and being 
vaccinated and boosted, at the same time that we 
meet each other’s very real need to experience 
physical companionship of other believers. In other 
words, as your pastors see it, now that we not only 
have masks and vaccines, but an online option for 
those who prefer to avoid public settings, we believe 
the best course is to continue to exercise both options 
for everyone’s well-being. In the most extreme of 
circumstances, so long as we have available our 
church musician, one pastor, and a livestream/sound 
engineer, worship can happen both in person and 
online.

That said, there are actions that the staff will be 
taking to keep St. Mark’s members as safe as 
possible, beginning with the pastors, and filtering 
down through the staff, to volunteers and all served 
by them. First, because the pastors are likely to have 
the greatest amount of contact with members, we will 
be wearing the CDC-prescribed KN95 face masks in 
all worship services except when leading. (These 
masks, it should be noted, do not coordinate with the 
pastors’ wardrobes or the liturgical seasons we are 
observing—which is most dissatisfying.) Masks will 
also be made available to any staff or worship 
attendees who wish to wear those.

Second, if any member of the staff is exposed to 
COVID, all members of the staff will be contacted, be 
asked to perform an at-home test, and evaluate their 
symptoms honestly. If any doubt remains the staff 
member will have a PCR test administered by a local 
health affiliate and self-quarantine until the results 
prove negative. Staff members will be asked to 
practice transparency, and congregation members 
who find that staff cannot respond to their needs 
immediately will be asked to practice patience.

As you likely already know, because our under-
five-year-old children remain ineligible for a vaccine, 
we are currently doing Alleluia Choir and Godly Play 
online. The adult choir is on hiatus and will re-
evaluate this biweekly. Some small groups have 
returned to online Zoom meetings for the time being, 
and others will likely do likewise while COVID cases 
remain high in Spokane. We also continue to monitor 
the safest way, if any, to transport members without 
cars in church vehicles.

Thank you for loving St. Mark’s, being eager to 
enjoy the gifts of this community, and for practicing 
the necessary (if not also frustrating) precautions that 
this time requires of us. Your staff would give anything 
to be able to say we are done with this pandemic, but 
for now we are grateful to be walking with you virtually 
and really.

Your sister in both frustration and hope,
Pastor Lori 

PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY CHOIR OF THE WEST
Friday, March 11, 12:00 noon at St. Mark’s. 

The choir will perform repertoire they will sing for 
the American Choral Directors Associat ion 
Northwestern Region Conference later that evening.  
Admission to this 30-minute concert is free. 

CHOIR OF THE WEST NW ACDA Performance
Friday, March 11, 8:00 pm at The Fox Theater
1001 W Sprague Ave, Spokane, WA 99201
https://www.nwacda.org/event-details-registration/
concert-session-five

The program features Cum Sancto Spiritu by Korean 
composer Hyo-won Woo; The Lightener of the Stars by PLU 
alumnus Jason Michael Saunders, and In profundum maris by 
Richard Nance, conductor of the choir. Also on the program are 
Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening by Latvian composer 
Ēriks Ešenvalds; Descend to Earth, by British composer Ken 
Burton, and Hope, by PLU music department chair Brian Galante. 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HOW WE CONNECT ONLINE

Did you miss church last Sunday? We have 
hundreds of the most recent sermons on our 
website. Go to www.stmarks-spokane.org and 
click on the tab “worship.” The sermon is 
generally posted by the Tuesday following 
worship; you can listen from your computer or 
download it to listen to later. You can even send 
a link to a friend. Also available is the Sunday 
bulletin and worship folder. You can find lots of 
information on our website. Check it out! 

Yo u Tu b e : O u r Yo u Tu b e c h a n n e l , 
“StMarksLutheranSpokane", is a great spot to 
watch old sermons, Sunday Forums, and more. 
C l ick on the fo l lowing l ink ,  h t tps : / /
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCPvwDFLwbJmkgPAvBJvDrJQ. 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
StMarksSpokane  Go here to get reminders 
about worship, youth activities, and more.

Have an email? If you would like to receive 
St. Mark’s regular emails to keep you up-to-date 
on what is going on, please send it to us at  
office@stmarks-spokane.org or call the church 
office at 509.747.6677 and let us know what your 
email is. Also, if you prefer NOT to receive a 
hard copy of the Messenger, please let us know.

As we continue in this time of uncertainty, we 
will NOT have a Fat Tuesday service at St. 
Mark’s this year. Since you won’t get to hear jazz 
music live that night, we encourage you to go to 
our website, https://www.stmarks-spokane.org/
worship, scroll down to the “media archive” tab, 
and in the date window, put 02/25/20. You will 
get to enjoy an audio recording of the entire Fat 
Tuesday service from 2020, which happened just 
weeks before we stopped live worship. Great 
memories are evoked from listening to this 
service. You can also enjoy the vibrant, music-
filled drive-by Mardi Gras parade slideshow from 
2021 on YouTube at ht tps: / /youtu.be. /
2jWnb7FUDGg.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE 
Every Tuesday, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the 
conference room to study the Scripture texts for 
the week. All are welcome.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, March 1 and April 5, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 509.747.6677

Eat, Pray, Laugh meets in the Parish House. 
All women are invited to this fellowship group 
for conversat ion, laughter, prayer and 
refreshments. Pastor Kate leads this group. 

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wed., March 9 & 23, April 13 &   
                                                          27, 7:00 am
Questions: Dave Troyke, 509.879.1423

This men’s group has lots of laughs and 
interesting discussions about a variety of topics. 
All men are welcome, saints and sinners! We 
meet at Perkins (Division and Spokane Falls 
Blvd.).

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 509.747.6677

This group has great conversation and 
fellowship with adults in their 30s, rotating 
through local brewpubs and wineries. Pastor 
Edwin leads the discussion.

THE MEANDERING BUNCH
Usually meet on the second Friday of the month, 
                                         10:00 am at St. Mark’s
Questions: Martha Harvie, 509.279.3599

This group plans regular outings of walking 
along with others while socializing. Sometimes 
we eat at a location to be determined. All 
women are welcome! The beginning of our 2022 
schedule is:

• February 12 – Meet at St. Mark’s, carpool 
to the MAC (Museum of Arts & Culture) 
Eat at Browne’s Bistro.

                                                     continued next page
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GROUPS                     continued from previous page

• March 11 – Meet at St. Mark’s, carpool to 
Valley Mall, then have a meal at Outback 
Steakhouse.

• April 8 – Meet at St. Mark’s, carpool to 
the Garland area. Still deciding on a spot 
for lunch.

STEWARDS OF CREATION
Meets on the first Monday, by Zoom
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 509.747.6677

This small group meets to learn more about 
care of the earth and our divine calling to be 
good stewards of creation.

Shalom guest demonstrates his 
ingenuity. See more about Shalom 
on page 12.

UNDERSTANDING POVERTY
Usually meets the fourth Monday of the month,
                        at various locations or by Zoom
Questions: Pat Manz, 509.879.7408

We are exploring extending our relationship 
with the local schools in neighborhoods of great 
need to help support students and local families 
with hygiene supplies. This is just a start to doing 
more in our community to help in reducing 
poverty.
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