
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR EDWIN

Since arriving in June, Freddie 
and I have found a place to call 
home, unpacked, and started to 
settle into our new lives here in 
Spokane. It truly is starting to 
feel like home for us! I am so 
grateful for the warm welcome 
that I have experienced from you 
here at St. Mark’s which has 
been a large part of what makes 

me feel accepted in this community. Thank you 
all for the many ways in which you have extend-
ed your welcome to me.

In ministry, one of my greatest joys is having 
the opportunity for fellowship with God’s people. 
It is a blessing to be welcomed into people’s 
homes and lives. I would love the opportunity to 
get to know you and your family better. Whether 
it is over a cup of coffee or tea, a shared meal, or 
going for a walk together, I would value the 
chance to learn more about who you are as 
God’s people of St. Mark’s. Feel free to call or 
text me on my cell phone or send an email and 
we will schedule something.

As I have received this warm welcome into 
this community, I am mindful of our calling to 
welcome the stranger. Hebrews 13:2 rings espe-
cially true, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have enter-
tained angels without knowing it.” Indeed, we do 
not always know who we are welcoming, and so 
the call is clear: be hospitable to all!

We see this imperative in other ways in 
our walk of faith. Christ’s own command to 
love one another as Christ has loved us (John 
13:34) surely can be extended to all, for 
Christ loves all. As we love our friends and 
family and want them to be welcomed  when 
they are surrounded by strangers, so too does 
God desire for all of God’s beloved children to be
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welcomed by one another.
This is so very important to me, and I suspect 

to many of you as well. Perhaps you know of 
someone who has not felt welcomed in church 
and, like me, that fact grieves your heart. We, 
who know of the gracious love of God, might find 
it unfathomable for someone to feel unwanted 
where we know that all are welcome. But just as 
the burden of hospitality is on the host, not the 
guest, as followers of Christ we all share a re-
sponsibility to welcome guests to our church, to 
ensure that seekers and faithful alike are gath-
ered together for a common purpose: to share 
that Good News that God loves us all.

My own experience of being welcomed by St. 
Mark’s bears witness to the fact I know that St. 
Mark’s is such a place where all find the solace 
of belonging. Today, I commend over to you to 
continue that calling, and to be bold about it! Try 
to say hello to someone who is unfamiliar to you. 
Help out someone who looks lost in the liturgy on 
Saturday evening or Sunday morning. Be that 
person who extends hospitality rather than taking 
it for granted that someone else will do it. It is 
both in those little gestures of kindness and in 
grand acts of compassion that we participate 
with Christ in the great work of calling all people 
to God.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on 

Monday, September 3, in observance of Labor 
Day.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on Mon-

day, September 10, at 7:00 pm in the confer-
ence room.

St. Mark’s church council welcomes three 
new members who were elected to serve at the 
annual congregational meeting in June.  Tara 
Haskins, Joe Ireland, and Steve Nash will be 
joining Rich Bailey, Barb Belstad, Liz Grosen, 
Wendy Fitzgerald, Rachael Manz, Cynthia 
Moore, Bruce Nelson, Jim Nelson, Shawn Van 
Gordon and the pastors on the 2018-2019 
church council.  The church council is the gov-
erning board of the church and these council 
members always welcome your input and ques-
tions concerning church business.

Retiring from their council responsibilities are 
Dave Tanner and Tammy Walker.  Thank you for 
your leadership and years of service at St. 
Mark’s!

CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s Chancel Choir rehearsals begin on 

Thursday, September 13, at 7:15 pm in the 
music room. If you are interested in singing in 
the choir we’d love to have you. If you have 
questions please contact Debbie Hansen at 838-
8730.

COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES
Do you have a college student away from 

home, or leaving soon?  We’d like to stay in touch 
with your child (it’s always nice getting something in 
the mailbox at school!), but we’ll need an address 
from you!  Please contact the church office at 747-
6677 or office@stmarks-spokane.org with the new 
address, or address change for previous students. 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 NOTE THIS!

  SERVICE TIME CHANGE

On Sunday, September 2,
Sunday services will change

to our fall/winter worship
schedule times of 8:30 and 

10:45 am.

mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org


MARK YOUR CALENDAR …

There are many annual events which take 
place at St. Mark’s.  More details will follow, but 
for your planning purposes:

• Oktoberfest celebration, Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, at 5:00 pm.   Join us for this 
fun fellowship event.

• Blessing of the Animals, Sunday, Oc-
tober 7, at 10:45 am.  Bring your pet to 
sit with you at church and receive a 
blessing.

• St. Mark’s Bazaar and Bake Sale, Sat-
urday, November 3, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm.
We are looking for a chair or team of two 
to chair this event. Call Loris at 448-9892 
to discuss ideas for chairing. Please start 
saving your nice, used items – kitchen 
items and décor are always popular.

• Smorgasbord is Sunday, December 9, 
4:00 pm and 6:00 pm. We have a choice 
of two seatings with the children’s 
Christmas pageant between them at 5:00 
pm. 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MONEY MATTERS 

Welcome back to our Messenger.  I hope everyone’s summer has been filled with health and hap-
piness.  This is a great time of year when we start getting back into our routines, which includes regu-
lar church attendance. 

As is typical, our August expenses can be fairly high, with all sorts of planning for adult forums, 
family programming and our popular Sunday School program, Godly Play®. Attendance for this pro-
gram has been high throughout the spring, so we have made the decision to add a third classroom. 
What great challenges to have! Extra costs, coupled with the normal lower average attendance in the 
summer months make for a tight budget. Although the General Fund is behind, our Mortgage Fund 
has a cushion that is often used in the winter months. Don’t hesitate to make up for any missed giving 
during these summer months; we are happy to let you know how you stand in regards to your pledge. 
We are committed to our team of three pastors and all the talents they share with us. You can show 
your loyalty to St. Mark’s through giving and volunteering in any way that you are able.

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org  

July 2018 Operating Budget - Year to Date

Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General  $ 56,369.92 $ 390,396.90 $ 428,907.20 $ 490,998.25 $  -38,510.30

Mortgage $ 7,065.00 $ 49,999.69 $ 40,999.00 $ 40,999.00 $ 9,000.69

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
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ST. MARK’S RECEIVES GRANT

Exciting news!  St. Mark’s was selected to par-
ticipate in the Communities of Calling Initiative.  
We are one of fourteen congregations chosen from 
a large number of applications.  

This is a five year, $30,000 grant funded by 
Lilly Endowment, Inc., and housed at the Col-
legeville Institute in Minnesota. The initiative invites 
congregations to design new projects or enhance 
existing ministries to help church members discov-
er and deepen their sense of God’s calling in their 
lives.  

A team of one pastor (Pastor Eric), one staff 
person (Jane Somers), and one layperson (Tom 
Fallquist) will go to the Collegeville Institute this 
October to work with other congregations. During 
this first step the team will deepen their sense of 
vocation, learn from other churches, and reflect on 
where our church could grow. We are excited to 
see where this takes St. Mark’s.

YARD WORK HELP IS NEEDED

Thank you to everyone who has helped to 
maintain our extensive grounds this summer.  
There is still time to work on any area of the yard 
before the leaves begin to fall so you are wel-
come to stop by and tackle a section of weeds at 
any time.  An “official” workday for fall yard 
clean-up has been scheduled for Sunday, Oc-
tober 21, at noon, to rake our fall leaves and 
clean out beds.

NEW MEMBER CLASSES SCHEDULED

New member dinners and inquirer classes 
start Sunday, October 7, at 5:00 pm and con-
tinue the next Sunday, October 14. We will have 
dinner together with one of our pastors, staff 
members and a few church members, followed 
by informational classes about the Lutheran faith 
and what we do here at St. Mark's. 

We encourage our members to share this 
information with anyone who might benefit. If you 
are considering becoming a member of St. 

Mark's Lutheran Church on Sunday, October 21, 
please call or email Loris Stupel at 448-9892 or 
fundsoups@comcast.net. 

FALL BAZAAR IS COMING

St. Mark's annual Bazaar and Bake Sale will 
make another appearance on Saturday, No-
vember 4, from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm in the Fel-
lowship Hall. 

Bake sale items may include cakes, pies 
(fruit pies are especially popular!), cookies, 
brownies, lefse, breads, muffins, candies and 
more! We are hoping to have more handmade 
crafts from members like you to put with our 
silent auction baskets at the event. If you knit, 
make greeting cards, wooden toys or other cre-
ative endeavors, please consider donating a few 
for our bazaar. Beautiful crafts, quality seconds 
and next-to-new items will all be available. 

Watch for the specialty gift baskets and raffle 
items in the narthex, too. If you have items to 
donate to the sale bring them on by the church.  
No clothes, please.  Silent auction baskets and 
craft items should be to the church by October 7 
so the bidding can begin.  

COSTA RICA RETURN BEING EXPLORED 

2019 COSTA RICA SERVICE TRIP
Interest Meeting
Sunday, September 23, noon

Susan Hagen, Director of Youth and Family 
Ministries, is researching a service trip to San 
Jose, Costa Rica for spring, 2019. If you are in-
terested in learning more, please come for dates, 
itinerary, and approximate costs.  All members 
are welcome, including youth grades 8 -12. 

This will be a return trip for St. Mark’s as a 
group of 25 made the trek in 2017. We will con-
tinue our work at the Leon VIII school. Come 
learn more about it. Questions? Contact Susan 
at 747-6677 or youth@stmarks-spokane.org.
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FROM PASTOR EDWIN’S INSTALLATION:
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY

Please help us kick off   the 
2018-2019 Godly Play Sunday 
School year on September 9! 

Enjoy some pastries and juice 
while exploring the classrooms, meeting the 
teachers, and registering for class.  There will be 
fun and games on the Parish House lawn as 
well!  The classes this year will be: 

• Preschool/Kindergarten in the classroom 
next to the nursery upstairs in church

• Grades 1st - 3rd upstairs in the Parish 
House

• Grades 4th - 6th upstairs in the the 
Parish House. 

Classes will begin the following Sunday, Sep-
tember 16 in the classrooms, 9:45 am-10:35 
am. See you all then! 

Registration can also be completed online 
at:  www.stmarks-spokane.org/youth

Quest ions?   Cal l Kat ie Kadlec at : 
360.600.3633 or email: Kadlecfam@gmail.com  

If you are interested in learning more about 
Godly Play, please visit  www.GodlyPlayFounda-
tion.org 

LUTHERARTS 2018: THE KING’S LEAGUE

Calling all first through fourth graders:  There 
is something exciting going on this fall—and it’s 
for YOU!

LutherArts is a jam-packed night of music, 
drama, art, games, crafts, learning and laughing 
all centered on ideas of our Christian faith.  

This fall, join us for “THE KING’S LEAGUE.”  
Eight weeks of learning all about the people who 
hung out with Jesus during his time on earth.  
Reenact Peter walking on the water to Jesus!  
Do a silk painting of your very own Apostle’s 
Shield!  Do some fun improv to imagine what it 
was like to see Jesus heal people!  Go crazy 
with craft supplies at our ever-popular “Luther-
Arts Craft Buffet”!

Here are the details:
WHEN: We are trying a slightly different 

schedule this year.  We will be present-
ing LutherArts in two mini-sessions.
FALL 2018 - “THE KING’S LEAGUE” 
will meet 6:00-8:00pm each Wednes-
day night for 5 weeks, September 26 
through October 24.  We will share a 
meal together and then launch into the 
fun.
WINTER 2019 - We will meet for 3-4 
more weeks in January/February (final 
dates TBA.)

WHO:  LutherArts is open to all first through 
fourth graders.  Invite your friends!

COST: To help defray the cost of food and 
supplies, LutherArts costs $40 per kid 
for the total  eight-week session (in-
cludes both the fall and winter ses-
sions.)    

For more information, contact the church of-
fice or Ann Benson at 954-9819 or annmbben-
son@gmail.com.  Registration materials are 
available on the St. Mark’s website on the Youth 
Forms page.

ALLELUIA CHOIR 

All first through sixth graders are invited to 
join Alleluia Choir.  Alleluia Choir is a fantastic 
opportunity for kids to deepen connections to 
friends at church, become confident singers, and 
get a glimpse into what it’s like to give your mu-
sic as a gift to the church. 

We meet in the choir room each Sunday 
during the 8:30am service.

So, when you come for worship, send your 
kids back to the choir room right away.  (If you’re 
a little late, don’t sweat it…you can send your 
kids around the outside of the building and I’ll 
leave the door by the choir room propped open.)  
They will join you during the offering and stay for 
the remainder of the service.  This allows kids to 
participate in the most significant part of the wor-
ship service—the re-telling of the Last Supper 
story and communion.  

We will be starting on Sunday, September 9, 
Rally Sunday. 

For more information, contact Ann Benson at 
annmbbenson@gmail.com or 954-9819. 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Learning for All Ages
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

Calling all students:  Bring your backpack to 
church on Sunday, September 9, to be blessed 
at either service.  This is a great way to start the 
new school year, as you remember that God is 
always with you.

WALKING WITH THE LIGHT

�
WEDNESDAY, September 5
YOUTH meet at St. Mark’s, 6:00-8:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY, September 12
YOUTH AND PARENTS
Upper Manito Park, 25th & Tekoa, 6:00-7:30pm

 All fifth through tenth grade youth and par-
ents are encouraged to come for dinner, fellow-
ship, and fun. Parents of eighth, ninth and tenth 
grade Confirmation students will meet with Pas-
tor Kate and Pastor Edwin to hear about this 
year’s Confirmation curriculum. 

Come register your kids for WWL and hear 
about upcoming youth events. Bring a picnic 
blanket or lawn chair. All food and drinks will be 
provided.

PARENTS: Remember that your participation in 
the WWL program is crucial to its success. You will be 
asked to sign-up for set-up and clean-up times during 
dinner for fall session. All families are asked to volun-
teer  twice per session. Thank you in advance for your 
support.

For your convenience, the 2018-2019 St. Mark’s 
medical release form and all registration forms are 
available on the St. Mark’s website. If you complete 
forms online, your presence is still requested at this 
family night event on September 12.  There is a $30/
session or $60/year fee to help cover the cost of 
WWL. The maximum per family is $120. This maxi-
mum includes LutherArts fees. Payments can be 
made online or by check/cash in the church office. 
Scholarships are available. Please talk with Susan 
Hagen with any questions. 

ADULT FORUM
Bending Toward Justice, Fall 2018

Adult forums planned for this fall are inspired 
by a well-known quote from Martin Luther King, 
Jr.: “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it 
bends toward justice.”

There will be a combination of live and video 
speakers on topics that relate to this theme.

The dates for the forums will be September 
23, 30, October 14, 21, and November 4, 11, 18.

Please join us for these lively discussions on 
current issues of importance for people of faith.

GATHERING ENERGY EXPRESSED IN WORSHIP

Worship will a 
little different on 
Sunday, Sep-
tember 9. The 23 
youth and adults 
who attended the 
E L C A Y o u t h 
G a t h e r i n g i n 
H o u s t o n t h i s 
summer will pre-
side over wor-
ship.  Expect this 
service to be in-
fused with some of the music, stories, and ener-
gy from the Gathering. 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                  THANK YOU, NAOMI! 
With our heartfelt thanks 

and good wishes we say good-
bye to Naomi Widmer. Naomi 
served as a youth leader for the 
2017-2018 school year. Naomi 
is moving on to her first teaching 
job as a resource teacher in the 
Mead School District. Naomi 
may not be here every week but 
we hope to see her at St. Mark’s 
often. Best wishes, Naomi. 
Thank you for your dedication to 
our youth and our church.
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SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Join this very active social ministry group 

when they meet monthly at the church.  The next 
meeting is in the office study on Sunday, Sep-
tember 9, at 12:00 noon.  If you have questions 
please chat with one of the pastors at 747-6677.

ST. ANN’S SUNDAY LUNCH
St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal for 

low income and homeless folks at St. Ann’s 
Catholic church in the East Central neighbor-
hood on Sunday, September 23 and Sunday, 
November 18. The November date will be a 
Thanksgiving meal, so we will need extra hands 
as a large turnout is always expected for this 
meal. 

Meal prep is from 9:30 am – 12:30 pm, then 
serving, and cleanup, starting at 12:30 until 
around 2:30. Please contact Donna Evenson at 
gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 if you are 
interested in participating. We have a fun time 
and are looking to expand our group of volun-
teers and would love to have you join us. 

BITE2GO KIDS NEED FOOD, 
ATTENTION

Bite2Go is a program which 
supplies weekend take-home 
food for food-insecure students. 

Individual St. Mark’s members support students at 
Franklin Elementary, and St. Mark’s member Patti 
Berg administers this program for our church.

Over the past five years, Second Harvest food 
bank has been able to offer the Bite2Go food kits at 
$4 per pack or $144 per student for the school year.  
But food, fuel and freight costs have increased, so for 
this coming school year the sponsorship cost will be 
$5/ kit or $180/ elementary school child for the 36-
week school year. Bite2Go now feeds more than 
5,500 elementary school children in eastern Washing-
ton and north Idaho.  This program wouldn’t be possi-
ble without you.

If you are willing to support one or more children 
again for the school year of 2018-2019, you can ei-
ther write a check made payable to St. Mark’s, or give 

the church your credit card information. If you feel you 
are not able to pay this amount alone, perhaps you 
can go together with another family.  This money does 
not have to be paid until September 7. St. Mark’s will 
then write one check to Second Harvest.  Another 
option you have is to do a monthly payment, or a one-
time payment directly to Second Harvest on their 
website, with the notation that it is for Franklin Ele-
mentary through St. Mark’s. If you previously donated 
online via an automatic monthly or yearly withdrawal 
from your credit card, Patti needs to get your verbal or 
written permission for Second Harvest to increase 
your donation, and what you would like the new recur-
ring amount to be.

Also, please consider giving some of your time, 
one-on-one, with some students at Franklin Elemen-
tary.  Many of these children don’t have a great home 
life and need some stability in their day-to-day sched-
ule.  They would love to have reading buddies, some-
one to talk with, a friend on the play ground, help with 
homework, etc.  You can certainly give more time, but 
an hour a week, divided into ½ hour increments is 
desired.   If this is something you feel you can do, 
please contact Patti and she will get you in touch with 
the correct person at the school.

LWR SCHOOL KITS OF CARE

One of the many ways members at St. 
Mark’s give back is to participate in Lutheran 
World Relief’s School Kits of Care. Our Eat-Pray-
Laugh group already has backpacks and will fill 
them with the items you provide. As school sup-
ply sales are going on now, this is a good time to 
participate in this cause. Each kit is 
made up of: 
     • Spiral notebooks (4) 
     * Ruler 
     • Pencil sharpener 
     * Scissors 
     • Pencils (5) 
     * Ball point pens (5)  
     • Box of 24 count crayons 
     * Eraser 
   Please drop off items in the basket by the 
church office by Sunday, September 2. Luther-
an World Relief will distribute these backpacks to 
children in refugee camps. To learn more about 
this worthwhile cause, please go to www.Build-
kitsofcare.org. 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Social Ministry, and more
Opportunities to Serve
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS DAY
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
3606 S. Shafer Rd. Spokane, 99206
Saturday, September 29 
 9:00 am - 11:00 am

St. Mark’s members will participate in this 
Feed My Starving Children event as our annual 
day of service for God’s Work, Our Hands. Chil-
dren age 5+ can volunteer with an adult. Please 
plan to participate! “God’s work. Our hands.” T-
shirts are available for a suggested donation of 
$5 each. 

Founded in 1987, Feed My Starving Children 
is a Christian nonprofit that provides nutritionally 
complete meals for malnourished and starving 
people around the world.  Donors and volunteers 
(us!) pay for and package the dry meals.   In-
country partners distribute the meals in more 
than 70 developing nations. There are perma-
nent packing sites in Minneapolis, Chicago and 
Mesa, Arizona. MobilePack events are held all 
around the country. Come help fill “manna 
packs” or consider making a donation to Feed 
My Starving Children. 

To register:
1.  Go to http://volunteer.fmsc.org/

Register 
2. Select JOIN GROUP
3. Enter Join Code 1488522

Contact  Susan Hagen, Director of 
Youth & Family Ministries, at 747-6677 or 
youth@stmarks-spokane.org with ques-
tions,  for assistance with registration, or to 
get a T-shirt.

 
Debbie Olson, Volunteer Coordinator 
volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org, 714-2774

THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered 
on June 3rd for church clean-up, inside and 
out. Because of your efforts, our facilities and 
grounds were welcoming and beautiful all sum-
mer and are now ready to host all our school 
year services and celebrations.

THANK YOU to each worship volunteer 
who helped make sure that every detail was 
tended to during our summer services. Whether 
you volunteered as you always do, volunteered 
around your summer travels, or stepped in as a 
last-minute substitute, your help was invaluable 
to providing worship services during the busy 
season of summer.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - St. Mark’s Vol-
unteer Fair will be Sunday, September 16, 
2018 between services and following late ser-
vice. Learn about all the volunteer opportunities 
available at St. Mark’s and enter to win some 
great St. Mark’s swag. 

PHOTO/VIDEO RELEASE PERMISSION SOUGHT
St. Mark’s often uses photos/videos taken at 

events, classes, and worship in various publications 
and on our website, Facebook page, Twitter and Pin-
terest pages, and TV monitors in the church.  We ap-
preciate your right to privacy, and if you prefer NOT to 
have photos/videos of yourself or your family used in 
this way, please contact the church office.  

Release forms also are available during event 
sign-up times such as WWL, Confirmation, Sunday 
School, Rally Day, and so forth. 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Volunteers
Opportunities to Serve

DOES YOUR GARDEN RUNNETH OVER?  Bring 
your extra produce to church on Saturday or 
Sunday to share with the congregation.  
Anything not taken home will be given to one of 
the feeding programs St. Mark’s supports. This 
will be a weekly event, until the growing season 
is over.

http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register
http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register
http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register
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THANK YOU

Dear Mary Cares,
Thank you, thank you for remembering my 

June birthday.  I spent it with family and friends 
at a little get-together at Luna.

Thank you again:  Avelina, Mary, Donna, 
Sande, Jeanne, Elaine, and all of you who send 
greetings to our congregation.

With love,
Marilyn Stocker

Dear St. Mark’s,
Thank you so much for the gift certificate to 

Title 9.  It is one of my favorite places.  And what 
a surprise for me!

I have enjoyed the nursery and the beautiful 
kids and young families at St. Mark’s.  A new 
chapter in my life, to enjoy my own grandbaby, is 
beginning.  I do feel so very blessed.

My heartfelt thanks for the gifts and opportu-
nities.

Karin Smith

Dear Mary Cares Group,
Thank you for the beautiful get well cards you 

sent to me after my recent knee surgery.
Your prayers and positive messages are 

greatly appreciated.
God bless you all.
Carol Severud

Dear St. Mark’s staff and Pastors Eric, Kate, and 
         Edwin and all,

My family and I couldn’t possibly find words 
to express our thanks and appreciation for the 
prayers, beautiful and most meaningful cards, 
visits, calls, and food shared with us during the 
time of my surgery recovery.  Donna Nelson and 
staff, how blessed we are to have you!!  With 
much love and sending God’s blessings through 
daily prayer,

Mary Ann Frandsen & family

Dear Mary Cares Members,
Thank you for your lovely cards and words of 

encouragement and hope.  I am now home re-
covering from hip replacement surgery—all is 
going well.  Praise God for His mercy.

May God bless you all for your ministry.  It 
has been a powerful blessing to me.

Shalom,
Carol Arndt

Dear St. Mark’s,
Thank you for all the beautiful condolence 

cards regarding my mother’s passing.  God is 
truly good!

Gretha Blessinger

Thank you to the many helping hands that 
made the installation and welcome brunch for 
Pastor Edwin Weber such a special day here at 
St. Mark’s. It takes a large number of dedicated 
volunteers to make events such as this come off 
without a hitch. We are grateful for those who 
offered to participate in the service, were able to 
help with the setup, decorating, and food prepa-
ration, and bring items for our lovely brunch.

We had a great turnout and everyone en-
joyed themselves!   

Dear members of St. Mark’s and the Mary Cares
         committee,

On the occasion of my 80th birthday, I was 
pleasantly surprised by the birthday cards I re-
ceived from the church.   I was also thrilled to 
have Pastor Kate and Dale, Pastor Eric and 
Katie as well as Pastor Darrel Lundby and 
Joanne present at my once-in-a-lifetime open 
house at Riverview Retirement Community.   My 
family and I felt truly blessed to have this sup-
port. I am so grateful to have St. Mark’s as my 
church home.   

 Shirley May Harmon Hanson
                                               continued next page  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THANK YOU             continued from previous page

Thanks for the fence!
Thank you to Dick Thiel and his crew of 

hardworking volunteers who replaced the old 
fence around the back of our main parking lot 
during the very hottest days of summer.  The old 
fence had many broken boards and needed 
work.  Dick and his crew decided that a beautiful 
new fence was in order and could be done eco-
nomically with their volunteer labor and supplies 
procured by Jerry Nelson.  What a gift to the 
church!

Thanks to everyone who worked on this 
project:  Dick Thiel, Randy Belstad and his 
grandson, Lincoln, Patti Berg, Neal Buckaloo, 
Lanney Martin, Jerry Nelson, Bob Palrud, Luke 
Somers, and Steve Somers.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, September 4, 11, 18, 25, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the confer-
ence room to study the Scripture texts for the week.  
All are welcome. 

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, September 4, 7:00 pm

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the Parish House.  
All women are invited to this fellowship group for 
conversation, laughter, prayer and refreshments.  

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Second Sunday, September 9, 12:00 noon

This group will meet in the conference room with 
a light lunch being served.  Those who are in remis-
sion or undergoing treatments as well as any family 
members are welcome to attend.

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, September 14, 10:00 am

This group plans a monthly outing of walking 
along with other socializing.  In September we will 
meet at St. Mark’s to carpool to Rockford, WA. All 
women are welcome.
                                              continued next page
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GROUPS                     continued from previous page                                       

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesday, September 12 & 26, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet Restau-
rant on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll have lots of 
laughs and crazy discussions about everything, while 
having breakfast. All men are welcomed, saints or 
sinners.

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Tuesday, September 18, 7:00 pm

This group has great conversation and fellowship 
with this “30ish or younger” folks at Two Seven Pub-
lic House in Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will 
lead a discussion and buy a few appetizers to share.

EMPTY NESTERS
Sunday, September 23, 4:00 pm 
Questions: Susan Hagen, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be flying 
from the nest in the next year or two. We all bring an 
appetizer and beverage of choice to share. Meet at 
the home of Stacey and Shaun Smith, 1003 E. 20th 
Ave.

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, September 26, 7:00 am

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at Forza 
Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book for discussion is 
“The Origin” by Dan Brown. In October, we will be 
discussing “Accidental Saints” by Nadia Bolz-Weber.  
All book lovers are welcome.


ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS
Blessings on the birth of Posey Cochran, daughter of 

Amy & Joshua Cochran and niece of Garrett & Jill 
Manion. 

Blessings on the birth of Addison Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Luke and Sarah Alexander and grand-
daughter of Linda Alexander.  

Blessings on the birth of Henry Scott Kimball, son of 
Kendra & David Chapman.  

BAPTISMS
Desmond Tanner, June 24. Son of Cole & Theresa 

Tanner, grandson of David & Cindy Tanner and 
great grandson of Jack & Mary Lou Tanner.  
Sponsors are Jared Tanner and Lisa Treppiedi.

Posey Cochran, July 8. Daughter of Amy & Joshua 
Cochran.  Sponsors are her aunt and uncle, Jill & 
Garett Manion.

MARRIAGES
Julie Holland & Jimmie Coy, August 11. 

FUNERALS
Jeff Silbernagel
Marissa Silbernagel
Arnold Lehmann
Phil Jones
Shirley Ruebush

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Shirley Ruebush, mother of 

Gretha Blessinger, at the time of her death. 
Prayers for the family of Phil Jones at the time of his 

death. 
Prayers for the family of Elaine Thorne at the time of 

her death.
Prayers for the family of Corbin Smith, son of Keri & 

Darius Rappé, at the time of his death.
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