
 
MESSAGE FROM ANN BENSON,
Director of Children’s Arts

One of the biggest hit songs we sing at 
Sunday School here at St. Mark’s is “Let Us Go 
Now to the Banquet,” hymn #523.  I think you’d 
delight at the improvised dance moves and 
gleeful laugh-singing of the kids.  Now, I’ll admit, 
w e s i n g a l o n g w i t h a p r e t t y f e s t i v e 
accompaniment track, complete with handclaps 
and mariachi trumpets, but I think the joyful 
message of anticipation of a happy reunion with 
our community is one that the kids enjoy as well.  
You might not have it memorized like most of the 
kids do, so to refresh your memory, here is the 
text:

Let us go now to the banquet,
To the feast of the universe.
The table’s set and a place is waiting:
Come everyone, with your gifts to share.

I will rise in the early morning;
The community’s waiting for me.
With a spring in my step I’m walking
With my friends and my family.

I love this image of worship day!  That my 
bubbling-over excitement about seeing my dear 
church friends and partaking in the Eucharistic 
feast is enough to have me leaping out of bed 
before dawn on Sunday morning, grinning ear-
to-ear in anticipation of the joyful morning to 
come.

If I’m honest, that’s not exactly how it goes 
for me every Sunday morning when my alarm 
goes off, but I’m here to tell you it’s totally how 
I’m going to feel this fall as we kick off Godly 
Play, a program Katie Kadlec, our Sunday 
School Director, has spent months preparing for 
our kids.

                                                 

Last March, I had the privilege of traveling 
with Katie to Walla Walla for a 3-day training in 
Godly Play.  I’d expected to spend the weekend 
stuck in a church classroom having someone sell 
me on a new curriculum, but to my surprise we 
were immediately invited to participate in a Godly 
Play session ourselves.  

Here’s what happened:
We lined up in the hallway and then each of 

us was individually greeted by the Doorkeeper 
who asked us, “Are you ready?”  And if we 
answered that we were, we were invited to enter 
a calm, simply-decorated room and to join the 
circle of people sitting on the floor.  

                                             continued next page  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SO MANY NEW THINGS 
HAPPENING AT ST. MARK’S

IN SEPTEMBER!

• Youth Gathering registration deadline,  
     page 10 
• Invitation to installation of new bishop, 
    page 7
• Invitation to Eat, Pray, Laugh special 
    gathering, page 15
• Costa Rica update, thanks, pictures, 
    page 6
• Reformation 500 events, page 7
• God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, page 10
• Plus: new Sunday School curriculum, 

classes, outings, youth activities, groups, 
more pictures … it’s all inside!

Beginning Sunday, September 3, 
Sunday services will change 

to our fall/winter worship schedule 
times of 8:30 & 10:45 am. 
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Our trainer for the weekend proceeded to 
take out a gigantic cloth bag that she reverently 
opened up on the floor to reveal a huge pile of 
sand.  As she spread out this “desert” in front of 
us, she told us about how the desert, a scary, 
dangerous place, figures into many of the stories 
of God’s people.  Then, with simple wooden 
figures, she told us the story of Abraham and 
Sarah traveling to find their home.  

After she finished the story, she said, “I 
wonder which part of the story you liked best.”  
Several of the other adults in the circle offered 
answers (my favorite part was the sand!).  And 
then she moved on to say, “I wonder which part 
of the story was most important,” and “I wonder 
where you are in the story.”  In each opportunity 
to share, I was delighted by the surprising and 
simple-yet-beautiful ideas and observations my 
circle-mates contributed.  There was no right 
answer.  No wrong answer.  Just an invitation to 
hear God’s word and wonder about it.

With help from several volunteers from the 
congregation, Katie has worked tirelessly to pull 
together two beautiful Godly Play classrooms 
and it is going to be a real honor to be part of her 
team and to present this invitation to the children 
of St. Mark’s.  The invitation to hear God’s word 
and wonder about it.  I am sure that I will be 
deeply inspired by hearing what they wonder 
about.  For more information about Godly Play, 
see page 6.

But, here’s what I wonder…
What would it be like if we expanded that 

invitation to ALL of St. Mark’s, not just the 
children?  What if we all came to church on 
Sunday morning asking each other, “Are you 
ready?”

What if we came and heard God’s word and 
wondered about it?

I don’t know about you, but that sounds like a 
gathering with my church community that I would 
jump out of bed for!  The table is set and a place 
is waiting.  I, for one, am going to accept that 
invitation.  Will you come join me?

Ann Benson
Director of Children’s Arts

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on 

Monday, September 4, in observance of Labor 
Day.

SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Join this very active social ministry group 

when they meet monthly at the church.  The next 
meeting will be held in the office study on 
Sunday, September 10, at 12:00 noon.  If you 
have questions please chat with one of the 
pastors at 747-6677.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on 

Monday, September 11, at 7:00 pm in the 
conference room.

CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s Chancel Choir rehearsals begin on 

Thursday, September 14, at 7:15 pm in the 
music room. If you are interested in singing in 
the choir we’d love to have you. If you have 
questions please contact Debbie Hansen at 
838-8730.  

NEW MEMBERS DINNERS 
AND INQUIRERS’ CLASSES

New Members dinner and Inquirer classes 
start Sunday, October 29, and continue for 
three consecutive weeks at 5:00 pm. Each week 
we have dinner together with one of our pastors, 
staff members and a few church members, 
followed by informational classes about the 
Lutheran faith and what we do here at St. 
Mark’s.

 We encourage our members to share this 
information with anyone who might benefit. If you 
are considering becoming a member of St. 
Mark's Lutheran Church on Sunday, November 
19, please call or email Loris Stupel at 448-9892 
or fundsoups@comcast.net.  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     NOTE THIS!
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CHURCH COUNCIL HAS NEW MEMBERS

St. Mark’s church council welcomes three 
new members who were elected to serve at the 
annual congregational meeting in June.  Wendy 
Fitzgerald, Rachel Manz, and Shawn Van 
Gordon will be joining Rich Bailey, Barb Belstad, 
Liz Grosen, Cynthia Moore, Larry Mundahl, 
Bruce Nelson, Jim Nelson, Dave Tanner, Tammy 
Walker and the pastors on the 2017-2018 church 
council.  The church council is the governing 
board of the congregation and these council 
members always welcome your input and 
questions concerning church business.

Retiring from their council responsibilities are 
Bob Bray, Katie Shipman, and Kimberly Manz.  
Thank you for your leadership and years of 
service at St. Mark’s!

START PREPARING FOR FALL BAZAAR

St. Mark's Annual Bazaar and Bake Sale will 
take place on Saturday, November 4, from 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm at the church. Bake sale 
items include cakes, pies, cookies, brownies, 
lefse, breads, muffins, candies and more! 

Beautiful crafts, quality seconds and next-to-
new items are also included. Watch for the 
specialty gift baskets and raffle items in the 
narthex, too! 

If you have items to donate to the sale, 
bring them on by the church, but no 
clothes or books (other than 
children’s books), please.  Silent 
auction baskets should be to 
the church by October 8 so 
the bidding can begin!   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MONEY MATTERS

Welcome, fall! I hope everyone is feeling fall in the air. For me, that includes the back-to-school, 
and back-to-church routine that comes with the cooler weather. We enter this season with a very 
typical deficit in our General Fund, slightly higher than average, but nothing that can’t be managed 
with the ongoing generosity of our congregation. Our Mortgage Fund continues to be right on track 
with a nice cushion, as we always have unplanned expenses with the upkeep of our building. These 
next few months do incur higher than average expenses. 

We had our very popular and well attended Choir Camp in August and we are introducing the 
new “Godly Play” Sunday School curriculum in September. Aren’t we lucky that we have a growing 
youth program? Many other programs also start up in the fall. If you got behind on your church giving 
over the summer, we are happy to receive extra gifts to help you catch up. To avoid this in the future, 
please consider signing up for the convenient and effortless Simply Giving program. Just call me at 
the church number and we can send you the form. 

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677

July 2017 Operating Budget – Year to Date

 Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 54,235.16 $ 389,518.29 $ 434,532.07 $ 486,546.08 $ -45,013.38

 Mortgage $ 8,253.50 $ 52,774.35 $ 41,014.00 $ 40,999.00 $ 11,760.35 
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Dear Pastor Eric Dull, 
and St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,

 
I hope you are doing well.  
Sweet memories of you and your group will 

remain in our school community. 
We are deeply grateful for all the job done in 

the school. Our administrative and teaching 
personnel, the students and their parents deeply 
appreciate all the painting work in the mural and 
the hall for the civic acts as well as the 
classrooms painted by your group of volunteers.  
Now our students enjoy being in those beautiful 
c lassrooms due to the change in the 
appearance.  

Regarding the donations, the football and 
soccer balls including some other materials were 
given to the Physical Education Department to 
be used for the school community, especially the 
soccer teams given that the balls were not in the 
best condition. Now, they are having fun learning 
how to play American Football.  

Some didactic resources were left in the 
library to be used by the children who go there to 
paste, paint or color pictures.   Hygiene materials 
like toothbrushes, toothpastes, and stickers 
among others will be part of the gifts the 
participants in the English Festival will receive. 
We tried to distribute the donations with fairness 
so that students can make good use of them.  

We are looking forward to sharing with you 
and your group again. The doors of our school 
are open. The contact information is supplied.   

A warm hug from your friends in Costa Rica 
and best regards,

MSc. Marco Flores Arroyo
Leon XIII School Principal
eletrece@gmail.com 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     Last spring 25 
St. Mark’s members 
traveled to Costa 
Rica for a week of 
s e r v i c e a t a n 
elementary school. 
T h i s l e t t e r a n d 
p i c t u r e s w e r e 
received recently 
from the school’s 
principal.

Learning for All Ages
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REFORMATION 500: 
SAVE THE DATES!

Sunday, October 22
9:45 am — Adult Forum/Mini Hymn 

Sing.  We will explore the question of what 
Martin Luther brought to hymnody, and will meet 
in either the sanctuary or fellowship hall.

1:00 pm-4:00 pm — Join our friends 
from Hamblen Presbyterian Church for an 
afternoon to watch the PBS documentary on 
Martin Luther entitled Empire.  We hope to 
include food and beverage. This will be a nice 
time to come together with one of our sister 
churches.  Look for more information in your 
October Messenger newsletter.

Sunday, October 29 — Reformation Sunday
We are pleased to welcome to our pulpit 

Bishop William Skylstad, from the Catholic 
Diocese, preaching at both 8:30 and 10:45 
services.  Also at the 10:45 service, our 10th 
grade youth will celebrate their Affirmation of 
Baptism and Confirmation.  In honor of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, the confirmation 
class will plant a tree following worship.

2:00 pm - Reformation 500 Hymn Festival
Central Lutheran Church
512 S. Bernard, Spokane

The vigorous singing of simple hymns can 
open the human heart to receive the Word of 
grace, Martin Luther taught. So come, open your 
hearts and join Lutherans and others from the 
greater Spokane area to sing hymns and songs 
of faith and praise. Several church musicians 
and choirs will combine their gifts to help us sing 
vigorously! 

THANK YOU

St. Mark’s,
Thank you for all the prayers!
Deanna and Dave Anderson

Thank you to the members of Mary Cares for
attentions after my surgery.

Marvin Summers 
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The Reverend Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding 
Bishop ELCA, will preach and preside.

Rostered leaders are invited to vest. The color 
of the day is red.

Offering will be a gift to the Synod Mission 
Campaign

My Synod: Moving in Mission Together

A reception will follow the service.
Children are encouraged to attend worship;
nursery care will be available for those three 

years and under.

ST. MARK’S MEMBERS: YOUR HELP IS 
NEEDED!

We are honored to be the host site for the 
upcoming installation of our new synod 
Bishop Kristen Kuempel on Saturday, 
September 16 at 2:00pm.  We are expecting 
as many as 600 to attend.  Many Lutheran 
congregations will be contributing food to help 
put on a nice reception after the service. We 
are seeking assistance from our members 
with donations of food and help prior to and 
during the reception. Please contact Loris 
Stupel at 448-9892 if you would like to be part 
of this landmark day in the life of our church. 
Set up and some food prep will be on Friday, 
September 15, and many hands will make 
the day and clean up afterwards more 
manageable. Please consider being a part of 
this special occasion!



 
WWL (Walking With the Light) and 
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Fall kick-off meeting for parents and youth, 
Wednesday, September 6, 6:00-7:30 pm

All 5th-10th grade youth and their parents are 
encouraged to come for dinner, registration and 
in fo rmat iona l meet ing on Wednesday, 
September 6. Come for a meal, fellowship and 
an opportunity to get all of your forms completed 
for the 2017-2018 school year.

Tenth grade Confirmation students will have 
dinner and meet with Pastor Briehl for their first 
session of class. Tenth grade parents are not 
required to come. 8th and 9th grade Confirmation 
parents will have an opportunity to meet with 
Pastor Eric to hear about this year’s 8th/9th grade 
curriculum. 

For your convenience, the 2017-2018 St. 
Mark’s Medical Release Form and all registration 
forms are available on the St. Mark’s website. If 
you complete forms online, your presence is still 
requested at this kick-off meeting.

PARENTS: Remember that your participation 
in the WWL program is crucial to its success. 
You will be asked to sign-up for set-up and 
clean-up times during dinner for fall session. All 
families are asked to volunteer twice per 
session. Thank you in advance for your support! 

There is a $30/session or $60/year fee to 
help cover the cost of WWL. The maximum per 
family is $120. This maximum includes 
LutherArts fees. Payments can be made online 
or by check/cash in the church office. 
Scholarships are available. Please talk with 
Susan Hagen with any questions. 

CONFIRMATION ENROLLMENT
Eighth grade Confirmation students will be 

enrolled in Confirmation at the 8:30 am service 
on Sunday, September 17.  Please have your 
8th grader to the church by 8:15 am for 
instructions.

LUTHERARTS 2017 - CHURCH TREK
Calling all 1st through 4th graders!  There is 

something exciting going on this fall—and it’s for 
YOU! 

LutherArts is a jam-packed night of music, 
drama, art, games, learning and laughing all 
centered on ideas of our Christian faith.  This fall, 
join us for “CHURCH TREK.”  Eight weeks of 
exploring our church building and learning all 
about the frequently ancient, often meaningful 
and occasionally surprising things featured in 
this building.  Create your own forgery of 
DaVinci’s The Last Supper!  Reenact Jesus’ 
baptism!  Go on a lion hunt!  You will not want to 
miss this!

Here are the details:

WHEN: LutherArts “CHURCH TREK” will 
meet 6:00 pm-8:00 pm each 
Wednesday night from 
September 6 through October 25.  
We will share a meal together and 
then launch into the fun.

WHO:  LutherArts is open to all first 
through fourth graders.  Invite your 
friends!

COST: To help defray the cost of food and 
supplies, LutherArts costs $30.00 
per kid for the 8-week session with 
a family cap of $60.00.  

For more information or to sign up, contact the 
church office or Ann Benson at 954-9819 or 

annmbbenson@gmail.com.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
NEW‼!  Calling all parents and 
children ages 3 years up to 6th 

graders!   We are  thrilled to begin 
our new Sunday School program, Godly Play!  
Please join us  for Rally Day in the parish house 
on  Sunday, September 10, from 9:45-10:35 
am.  We will have an open house where you will 
be able to explore the new Godly Play rooms,

                                              continued next page  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continued from previous page

learn more about what Godly Play is all about, 
and  register for Sunday School. There will also 
be refreshments and  fun games on the Parish 
House lawn.  Hope to see you all there!  

Godly Play Sunday School classes will 
begin the following Sunday, September 17, 
in the Parish House from 9:45-10:35.  You 
will be able to register for the Godly Play 
Sunday School during Rally Day or online at: 
www.stmarks-spokane.org/education.

Questions?   Call Katie Kadlec at (360) 
600-3633.

For more information on Godly Play, 
please visit www.GodlyPlayFoundation.org   

ALLELUIA CHOIR: SLIGHTLY NEW TIME!
Join us! All 1st through 6th graders are invited 

to join Alleluia Choir.  Alleluia Choir is a fantastic 
opportunity for kids to deepen connections to 
friends at church, become confident singers, and 
get a glimpse into what it’s like to give your 
music as a gift to the church.  We meet in the 
choir room each Sunday during the 8:30am 
service.  

We have decided to shift Alleluia Choir 
rehearsal to the very beginning of the 8:30 
am service.  So, when you come for worship, 
send your kids back to the choir room right away.  
(If you’re a little late, don’t sweat it…you can 
send your kids around the outside of the building 
and I’ll leave the door by the choir room propped 
open.)  They will join you during the offering and 
stay for the remainder of the service.  This allows 
us to have a more continuous rehearsal AND 
allows kids to participate in the most significant 
part of the worship service—the re-telling of the 
Last Supper story and communion.  

We will be starting on Sunday, September 
10, Rally Sunday! All members should plan to 
attend the early service and come back to the 
choir room at the beginning of the 8:30 worship.

For more information, contact Ann Benson at 
annmbbenson@gmail.com or 954-9819.

SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS
Looking for a way to connect with other 

parents at St. Mark’s?  Family Forum is offered 
in the fellowship hall at 9:45 am, running 
concurrently with Adult Forum in the fall and 
winter. Family Forum offers topics and programs 
specifically for families with children of all ages.  
All parents, grandparents, guardians and 
caregivers are welcome.

September 10, Join us for “Godly Play” Sunday 
School Open House in the 
parish house!

September 17, FAITH5™ (Faith Acts In The
                          Home)*  
September 24, Art Salvage with Katie 
                          Patterson-Larson

*FAITH5™ (Faith Acts In The Home)  is a 
simple, easy-to-implement faith practice, perfect 
for incorporating into your bedtime routine for 
five to fifteen minutes a night. When done over 
time, FAITH5™ carries the power to enrich 
communication, deepen understanding, aid 
sleep, and promote mental, physical and spiritual 
health.  

This presentation will be an overview of the 
five-part program. If you participated in our 
FAITH5™ series last fall, come share your 
stories with us. If you are new to FAITH5™, this 
will give you a good starting point for 
implementing this routine in your home.
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Do you have a college student away from 
home, or leaving soon?  We’d like to stay in 
touch with your child (it’s always nice getting 
something in the mailbox at school!), but we’ll 
need an address from you! Please contact the 
church office at 747-6677 or office@stmarks-
spokane.org with the new address, or address 
change for previous students. 

Questions? Contact Susan Hagen, 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries, at 
747-6677 or youth@stmarks-spokane.org.

mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:youth@stmarks-spokane.org
http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/education
http://www.GodlyPlayFoundation.org
mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:youth@stmarks-spokane.org


ADULT FORUM, FALL 2017
Our theme for the fall will be split between 

sessions focusing on the Reformation, and the 
stories of refugees among us.  As always, we will 
be meeting on Sunday mornings starting at 
9:45 am in the conference room.

Sept. 17, Refugees and the church, by St.
               Mark’s pastors
Sept. 24, A Look at Martin Luther, by Dale Soden
Oct. 1,    No Forum/ Blessing of the Animals
Oct. 8,    Refugees Among Us,  TBA
Oct. 15, Why I’m still Lutheran, by Dale Soden 
Oct. 22,  Luther’s gift of Music, by St, Mark’s 
               musicians and pastors
Oct. 29,  No Forum/ Reformation Sunday
Nov. 5,   Refugees Among Us, TBA
Nov. 12, Refugees Among Us, TBA
Nov. 19, Refugees Among Us, TBA
Nov. 26, No Forum/Thanksgiving Weekend 
Dec. 3,   Refugees Among Us, TBA

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE!

The deadline to register for the 2018 ELCA Youth 
Gathering in Houston, Texas is September 10. A 

$150 deposit is required at the time of 
registration. Please contact Susan Hagen with 

questions. 747-6677 or youth@stmarks-
spokane.org

“For by grace you have been saved through 
faith,

and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God.”

Ephesians 2:8

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS SUNDAY
September 10th is “God’s work. Our hands” 

day of service for the ELCA. Congregations 
across the nation will be working within their 
communities to share God’s love with their 
neighbors. St. Mark’s volunteers will be working 
with Spokane Riverkeepers doing clean up along 
the Spokane River. ALL ARE WELCOME!   

Please set aside Sunday afternoon at 12:00 
noon to participate in this dedicated day of 
service. Lunch will be served after second 
service before we head to our project site. 
“God’s work. Our hands.” t-shirts are available 
for a suggested donation of $5 each. All sizes 
available. 

Questions? Contact Susan Hagen, Director 
of Youth & Family Ministries, at 747-6677 or 
youth@stmarks-spokane.org.

SUNDAY LUNCH AT ST. ANN’S
St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal at 

St . Ann’s (church in the East Central 
neighborhood) on Sunday, October 22 and 
Sunday, December 17 (put this on your 
calendar!). We would love to have new people to 
draw from to help with food prep and/or serving 
and cleanup.  Meal prep is from 9:30 – 12:30, 
then serving, and cleanup, starting at 12:30 until 
around 2:30. 

P lease con tac t Donna Evenson a t 
gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 if you are 
interested in participating. We have a fun time 
and are looking to expand our group of 
volunteers and would love to have you join us! 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Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve
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FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN – 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
3606 S. Shafer Rd Spokane, 99206
 9:00 am - 11:00 am

 
A F e e d M y S t a r v i n g C h i l d r e n 

MobilePack  event is returning to Redeemer 
Lutheran Church on September 30th. St. Mark’s 
is registered as a group again this year.  All ages 
are welcome to volunteer including children ages 
5 and older.

Founded in 1987, Feed My Starving Children 
is a Christian nonprofit that provides nutritionally 
complete meals for malnourished and starving 
people around the world.  Donors and volunteers 
(us!) pay for and package the dry meals.   In-
country partners distribute the meals in more 
than 70 developing nations. There are 
permanent packing sites in Minneapolis, Chicago 
and Mesa, Arizona. MobilePack events are held 
all around the country.

Come help fill “manna packs” or consider 
making a donation to Feed My Starving Children! 

To register for September 30th:
1.  Go to http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register 
2. Select JOIN GROUP
3. Enter Join Code 1214528

Contact Susan Hagen, Director of Youth & 
F a m i l y M i n i s t r i e s , a t 7 4 7 - 6 6 7 7 o r 
youth@stmarks-spokane.org with questions or 
for assistance with registration.

NEW SCHOOL YEAR FOR BITE2GO
By the end of the last school year 3,300 

Spokane students were receiving Bite2Go food 
each week.  That was 477 more children getting 
needed food supplies over the weekend than the 
previous year. 

Over those nine months 107,998 food packs 
went to local schoolchildren in need – 58% more 
than the previous year. Sixty-eight schools were 
served in Spokane County through the Bite2Go 
program, including ten newly sponsored schools. 

Hundreds of community volunteers donated 
6,174 hours packing the Bite2Go food kits for 
school children in need. 

Many individuals, businesses, churches and 
other groups generously covered the cost of food 
supplies, which were purchased in bulk at deeply 
discounted prices for $4 per Bite2Go kit.

This is where St. Mark’s comes in – once 
again.  We supported 53 children last year at 
Franklin Elementary and would like to ask St. 
Mark’s to step up and support that group (or 
more) this year.  You can make your check out to 
St. Mark’s (or they will take a credit card) in the 
amount of $144, which will cover one child for 
the school year (more than one is great, too). 

Along with monetary assistance, we need 
volunteers to help pick up the kits at Second 
Harvest and deliver to Franklin Elementary once 
a week. We can work with your schedule.  
Franklin would also love to have members of St. 
Mark’s come in and spend one-on-one time with 
the kids – some of these kids don’t have anyone 
at home to sit down and read to or with them. 

Please feel free to call me for details: Patti 
Berg, 443-9170.  

THANKS FOR LENTEN BOXES
St. Mark’s Social Ministry  committee would 

like to thank all St. Mark’s members, young and 
not so young alike, who turned in Lenten boxes 
this past spring. The cute “piggy” banks were 
popular with the children; together with the adult 
contributions, we were able to send a check for 
$786 to the SPEAR  program, which helps our 
ne ighbors in Spokane 's south cent ra l 
neighborhood. We requested some of the funds 
to be earmarked for summer learning, to help the 
youth catch up academically. 

�11

http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register
mailto:youth@stmarks-spokane.org


Thank you to the many folks who, back in 
early June, stayed after church and helped 
improve and clean up the grounds and many 
parts of the church, including the sanctuary pews 
– we even blotted off dripped candle wax! The 
gardens, kitchen, and narthex were all spiffed 
up. You are all appreciated!

St. Mark’s Staff

THANK YOU, SUMMER VOLUNTEERS!
Nearly every part of any work that happens in 

our church relies on volunteers. And although it 
can be a busy and exciting time of year, this 
continues to be equally true during the 
summer….

To everyone who volunteered your time on 
June 4th to clean up both inside and outside the 
church, THANK YOU! Because of your hard 
work, our facilities and grounds looked beautiful 
all summer and are now ready for our fall 
services and celebrations.

But first, we can’t forget the wonderful 
services of this summer. Being sure the weekend 
services are covered in terms of volunteers can 
be challenging during this time of year, when 
many are busy with family, travels, and other 
commitments. Each week brought new 
adventure and there are too many people to 
name who stepped up as volunteers:

If you were in town this summer and 
continued to volunteer as you always do, 
THANK YOU!

If you worked with me to volunteer around 
your summer travels, THANK YOU!

If you called right away when a conflict arose 
so a substitute could be found, THANK YOU!

If you were willing to step in as a substitute 
volunteer, THANK YOU!

If you couldn’t substitute, but called me right 
back when you got the call, THANK YOU! 
(Seriously, this is a great help!)

And if you did something that went 
unnoticed, but assisted with the many volunteer 
duties in our church, THANK YOU!

Keep your eye out for continued upcoming 
volunteer opportunities and THANK YOU, as 
always, for your willingness to serve! 

Debbie Olson, Volunteer Coordinator
volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org
714-2774 

RALLY SUNDAY ALSO FOR VOLUNTEERING
Rally Sunday, September 10, marks the 

start of the Sunday School year. It is also a time 
that all churchgoers of any age can learn about 
v o l u n t e e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i t h i n t h e 
congregation. We would love to have your

                                               continued next page  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continued from previous page
talents. Whether you enjoy singing, helping with 
communion, working on the Bazaar or a myriad 
of other positions, surely there is a good fit for 
you. We will have tables in the narthex with sign-
up sheets and representatives from a variety of 
groups at the church. Start thinking now about 
ways you can be a part of what goes on at St. 
Mark’s. It’s a great way to connect and meet 
people.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
There are many annual events that take 

place at St. Mark’s.  More details will follow, but 
for your planning purposes:

• Blessing of the Animals, Sunday, 
October 1, at 10:45 am.  Bring your pet 
to sit with you at church and receive a 
blessing.

• Oktoberfest celebration! Sunday, 
October 8th. Your attendance will help 
support the youth attending the 2018 
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX!

• St. Mark’s Bazaar and Bake Sale, 
Saturday, November 4, from 9:00 am – 
1:00 pm. We are looking for a chair or 
team of two to chair this event. Call Loris 
at 448-9892 to discuss ideas for chairing. 
Please start saving your nice, used items 
– kitchen items and furniture especially. 
No clothes, please.

• Smorgasbord is Sunday, December 10. 
We have two settings, one at 4:00 pm 
and one at 6:00 pm. Children’s Christmas 
pageant between smorgasbord settings 
at 5:00 pm.

THANK YOU

To My St. Mark’s Family: 
Your love and kind support during my time in 

need while undergoing  lung cancer surgery and 
recovery  was so appreciated.  Many wonderful 
cards and well-wishes brightened my days. The 
power of prayer was realized.

 Kindest Regards,
 Kay Bachman

FALL GOLDEN AGERS’ DAY OUT 
PLANNED AT CATALDO
October 3, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Spend a beautiful fall day at the Cataldo 
Mission!

A one-day retreat is planned especially for 
retirees, senior adults, and older adult groups, a 
great day during a beautiful time of year.  Join us 
for a terrific day at the Cataldo Mission, a 
fabulous boxed lunch, great friends and plenty of 
laughs, as always!

Call by Wednesday, September 27, to 
reserve your spot.  Call for yourself or your 
group. COST: $12/person includes lunch and 
program. Please complete your food allergies 
form as part of your registration at least 10 days 
prior to your arrival.
Toll Free 1.866.729.8372 ext. 119  
Local 667.3459 ext. 119  
Email: registrar@lutherhaven.com 

ST. MARK’S PHOTO/VIDEO RELEASE
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church often uses photos/

videos taken at events, classes, and worship in 
various publications and on our website, Facebook 
page, Twitter and Pinterest pages and TV monitors in 
the church.  We appreciate your right to privacy, and if 
you prefer NOT to have photos/videos of yourself or 
your family used in this way, please contact the 
church office.  Release forms are available during 
event sign-up times (WWL/Confirmation/Sunday 
School, Rally Day, etc.). 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THANK YOU

Thanks for the shed!
Last spring Peyton Krych approached St. 

Mark’s with an idea for a service project as a part 
of his Eagle Scout requirements.  St. Mark’s has 
always had a shortage of storage space, 
especially at Bazaar time when our members 
generously provide wonderful items for the 
Bazaar prior to the November sale.  Peyton 
researched the options and built a new brown 
storage shed behind the kitchen area.  It fits in 
so well that you might not even notice it as you 
walk back to the Parish House.

Thank you, Peyton, and congratulations on 
your Scouting achievements!  We are proud to 
be a part of your Eagle project and grateful for 
the shed.

Dear Mary Cares,
Thank you ALL for the lovely card you sent me 

for my 92nd Birthday.  I did appreciate it so much.  
I can’t believe I feel as good as I do at 92 years 
old.  I wish I could get to church more often, but 
without a car I mostly stay here at Rockwood for 
their service – but I do miss you all!

Marian Pearson

Dear Friends at St. Marks,
My heartfelt thank you to all who took part in 

Albert’s memorial services on August 4th: Pastor 
Eric, Pastor Briehl, Carolyn Payne and the ladies 
for serving the refreshments, along with both 
pastors visiting many times at our home. I do 
appreciate everyone who has given me support, 
kindness and love. 

I am so blessed,
Ina Goetzinger

A big thank you to the Mary Cares group for 
the birthday cards that they have been sending 
me for so many years.  Last year it was get well 
and birthday cards at the same time.  It is so nice 
to be remembered and I appreciate it so very 
much.  They are a really special group.  May 
God bless each of them.

Thank you,
Beryl Fallquist

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Births
Prayers of celebration for the birth of Cameron 

Alan Mason, son of Ron and Mia Mason and 
grandson of Ev & Will Nyholm.

Prayers of celebration for the birth of Emrie 
Gingras, daughter of Jackie & Scott Gingras.

Baptisms
Olivia & Rowan Graham, daughters of Chelsea 

& Corey Graham and granddaughters of 
Barb & Randy Belstad.  The girls’ sponsors 
are Bree & Mike McCarthy.   (7/23/17)

Funerals
Verne (Smitty) Smith, 6/17/17
Alma Charlotte Louise Cleveland, 7/15/17
Albert Goetzinger, 8/4/17
Jeanne Ratliff, 8/11/17

Marriages
Chris Larson & Katherine Henze,  6/24/17.  Married 

by Pastor Kate LePard at Holden Village.
Sympathy
Prayers for the family of Miriam Shelley, mother 

of Kevin Shelley, at the time of her death. 
(May 31, 2017)

Prayers for the family of Kristi Schaefer, sister 
of Bob Schmidt, at the time of her death. 
(June 2017)

Prayers for the family of Lynn McGee, mother of 
Pat Gunderson, at the time of her death. 
(June 21, 2017)

Prayers for the family of Christopher Gerdon at 
the time of his death. 

Prayers for the family of Ronald Snyder, brother 
of Milt Snyder, at the time of his death.

Prayers for the family of Mercedes Lang, 
mother of Leo Lang, at the time of her death. 

Prayers for Josh, Gretchen & Abby Cleveland at 
the time of the death of their infant daughter 
Alma Charlotte Louise Cleveland.

Prayers for the family of Bruce Pike, father of 
Sally Nevers, at the time of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Larry Van Gordon, brother 
of Paul Van Gordon, at the time of his death.  

Prayers for the family of Sonja Hagen at the 
time of her death.

Prayers for the family of Albert Goetzinger at 
the time of his death. 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SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays 10:30 am, September 5, 12, 19, 26
Questions: Church office, 747-6677

Bible-based conversation in the conference 
room with Pastor Eric or Pastor Briehl to study 
the Scripture texts for the week. 

WALKING CIRCLE 
Second Friday, September 8, 10:00 am

In September the group will meet at St. 
Mark’s.  On the agenda: perusing the Rockford 
Mercantile in Rockford, WA. Lunch will follow in 
Rockford. All women are welcome!

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Second Sunday, September 10, 12:00 noon

The Cancer Spirituality Group will be having 
a variety of professional medical speakers from 
Cancer Care Northwest this year. I think this will 
be extremely helpful to everyone. We will be 
meeting the SECOND Sunday of each month in 
the conference room at noon.  A light lunch will 
be available. Those who have cancer, are in 
remission, or anyone interested in this group 
are welcome.

RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, September 14, 10:00 am

All women are welcome to join us at the 
church for refreshments, very brief project 
discussion and Bible study led by one of our 
pastors.

SUNRISE, SAINTS & SINNERS 
Second & Fourth Wednesday, September 13, 27
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet 
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll have 
lots of laughs and crazy discussions about 
everything, while having breakfast. All men are 
welcomed; saints or sinners!

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Tuesday, September 19
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

Great conversation and fellowship with this 
“30ish or younger” group at Two Seven Public 
House in Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will 
lead a discussion and buy a few appetizers to 
share.  
                                   GROUPS continued next page
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Faith and Fellowship Groups

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH 
First Tuesday, September 5, 7:00 pm

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish 
house. All women are invited to gather with 
other women and our special conversation 
partner, poet Mary Oliver.  Please note 
invitation  above.



GROUPS continued from previous page

EMPTY NESTERS
Last Sunday, September 24, 4:00 pm
Questions: Susan Hagen, 220-7250

This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be 
flying from the nest in the next year or two.  We 
will be hosted by Martin Wells and Susan Briehl 
(404 E 24th Ave) this month. Bring an appetizer 
or dessert and a beverage to share!  

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, September 27, 7:00am

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book for 
discussion in September is “Conclave” by Robert 
Harris.  All book lovers are welcome for any 
discussion!

DIAKONIA GUILD
Monthly, September 26, 2:00 pm

Diakonia is an auxiliary of Lutheran 
Community Services.  The members meet 
monthly at various locations with a speaker from 
LCS.  In September the group will meet at 
Riverview Retirement Community.

Beginning Sunday, September 3,
Sunday services will change 

to our fall/winter worship schedule 
times of 8:30 & 10:45 am. 
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