
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KATE
 

This headline really caught my eye:  
“Over 7,000 Pastors Admit They Don’t Follow 
Jesus.”  Whoa!  What?  Of course I had to read 
the article.  It was by a pastor who writes for an 
online Christian journal I read.  The point he 
made was that over 7,000 Christian pastors had 
signed something with the title “Anti-Social Jus-
tice Proclamation.”  One of the statements to 
which they agreed was that the preaching of the 
gospel and the exposition of Scripture is more 
important than “lectures on social issues or ac-
tivism aimed at reshaping the wider culture.”

It seems rather dramatic to say that all 
those pastors are publically declaring they do not 
follow Jesus.  I imagine they would vehemently 
disagree with that.  One wonders, though, what 
they think the good news (gospel) is about and 
how they go about expositing Scripture while 
separating it all from social concerns.  The au-
thor reminds us that the gospel Jesus preached, 
the gospel of the Kingdom, had a lot to say about 
taking care of the poor, the outcasts, the down-
trodden.  Part of doing that seems to necessitate 
“reshaping the wider culture.” He quotes verses 
from Scripture when Jesus proclaims that his 
followers should take care of those who are hun-
gry, thirsty, strangers, needing clothes, sick or in 
prison.  His conclusion is that if you are not doing 
that, you are not following Jesus.

The purest good news is the unearned 
love and forgiveness of God for each of us.  But 
that is not all there is to it.  I don’t intend to judge 
whether that huge group of pastors are followers 
of the Lord, even if I tend to disagree with the 
exclusivity of their exposition of Scripture.  I’m 
more interested in continuing to grow in my own 
faithfulness to the teachings of Jesus.  And I 
hear from people in our congregation that they 
are interested in exploring these issues together.  
So, our adult forums this fall have the theme 
“Bending Toward Justice.”

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
28th ANNUAL
ST. FRANCIS DAY, OCTOBER 7
10:45 am service only

Bring your pets to sit with you in church and 
they will receive a blessing.

The Spokane Humane Society will once 
again attend St. Mark’s Blessing of the Animals, 
bringing animals available for adoption, as well 
as information about their organization.  It’s a 
wonderful place to find an animal to share your 
home, or to make a contribution to the Humane 
Society’s work.

This theme recalls the well-known state-
ment of Martin Luther King, Jr. that “The arc of 
the moral universe is long, but it bends toward 
justice.”  Interestingly, King was paraphrasing 
from a sermon given by a 19th-century abolition-
ist, Rev. Theodore Parker:
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“I do not pretend to understand the moral 
universe.  The arc is a long one.  My eye 
reaches but a little ways.  I cannot calcu-
late the curve and complete the figure by 
experience of sight.  I can divine it by 
conscience.  And from what I see I am 
sure it bends toward justice.”

The concerning thing, to me, about the quo-
tations of either Rev. King or Rev. Parker is that 
one might think that things will all come out well 
in the end because justice is eventually in-
evitable.  If that is the case, I’m not seeing much 
evidence of it.  What reason is there to work to-
ward justice if it is preordained? 

It doesn’t seem that Jesus would have 
preached so passionately about loving our 
neighbors as ourselves if there was not an ex-
pectation of resulting actions.  He would not 
have insisted we care for those in need unless 
the Lord wanted us to do something.  We’ve 
been hearing from the Book of James at worship 
these last weeks and James is famous for writ-
ing, “Faith without works is dead.”

The statements of Pastor King and Pas-
tor Parker sound more passive than their actions 
would show.  Both of them risked everything to 
work for justice, even to their very lives.  They 
knew that the moral universe bends toward jus-
tice if we join together in doing the bending.  
Perhaps their thinking in expecting the moral 
universe to bend toward justice has more to do 
with their faith than any implication of inevitabili-
ty.  Trusting God to work through us to do that 
bending is probably what kept them going in their 
passionate work to bring about a just life for all of 
God’s children.

Join us at adult forums as we listen to 
and discuss with a number of speakers who are 
working in different areas of concern like home-
lessness, food insecurity, unfair incarceration, 
multi-religious culture and more.  Your voice is 
needed.  Your faith is needed as we explore to-
gether the work to which we are called as follow-
ers of Jesus.

Blessings,  
Pastor Kate

OFFICE CLOSURE
The church office will be closed on Monday, 

October 8.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on Mon-

day, October 8, at 7:00 pm in the conference 
room.

CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s Chancel Choir rehearsals are on 

Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the music room. If you 
are interested in singing in the choir we’d love to 
have you. If you have questions please contact 
Debbie Hansen at 710-1334.

NEW MEMBER DINNERS 
and INQUIRER CLASSES

New member dinners and inquirer class-
es start Sunday, October 7, and continue Sun-
day, October 14 from 5:00 pm. to 7:30 pm. 
Each week we have dinner together with one of 
our pastors, staff members and a few church 
members, followed by informational classes 
about the Lutheran faith and what we do here at 
St. Mark's. 

We encourage our members to share this 
information with anyone who might benefit. If you 
are considering becoming a member of our 
church on Sunday, October 21, please call or 
e m a i l L o r i s S t u p e l a t 7 4 7 - 6 6 7 7 o r 
finance@stmarks-spokane.org.  

FLEECE FABRIC DONATIONS NEEDED
The youth are planning a Blanket Tying Ex-

travaganza on Sunday, October 21. Do you 
have fleece fabric to donate? We need two 
pieces (1-yard minimum) of fabric for each blan-
ket. Cash donations for the purchase of fabric 
are also appreciated. The blankets will be donat-
ed to the Childbirth and Parenting Assistance 
(CAPA) program at  Catholic Charities. 

Talk to Susan Hagen with questions or to 
make a donation.  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St. Mark’s will cele-
brate Oktoberfest 

on Sunday, Sep-
t e m b e r 3 0 a t 
5:00 pm in our 
Fellowship Hall. At 

this event, brats, bever-
ages, and live music will be 

supplied by St. Mark’s.  Even if you 
didn’t get a chance to sign up ahead of time, 
please don’t let that stop you from coming. We 
do ask that you contribute a side dish or dessert 
to share. 

The Spokane Accordion Ensemble will wow 
us with their toe-tapping music, and then the 
German American Choir will lead us in a sing-
along. You won’t want to miss this!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Baptisms
Addison Elizabeth Alexander, daughter of Luke 

and Sarah Alexander, on September 8.  
Sponsors are Ben & Rose Baker.

Funerals
Gordon Manser on September 5.
Tom Thornton on September 21.

Sympathy
Prayers for the family of Gordon Manser at the 

time of his death.
Prayers for the family of Tom Thornton at the 

time of his death. 
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MONEY MATTERS

Looking at August giving, it is evident it was still summertime, when many are away and giving is 
slower. 

I am confident that as we get back into the swing of things, members will resume regular and con-
sistent giving. Our Mortgage Fund typically stays on track; I would love to see the General Fund be in 
that same position. Remember that our entire operating budget comes from you. We have so much to 
offer at St. Marks: inspiring worship, talented leaders, a strong and varied youth program and count-
less special events. However, these all depend on our congregation participating financially and with 
volunteer hours. 

Please consider helping to reduce this deficit before we get further along in the year. 

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org 

August 2018 Operating Budget - Year to Date

Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General  $ 42,954.66 $ 433,351.56 $ 493,154.75 $ 564,331.33 $  -59,803.18

Mortgage $ 6,280.00 $ 56,281.15 $ 46,856.00 $ 46,856.00 $ 9,425.15
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Signing up to volunteer at the Volunteer Fair. 

YARD WORK HELP NEEDED
Thank you to everyone who has helped to 

maintain our extensive grounds this summer.  
There is still time to work on any area of the yard 
before the leaves begin to fall, so you are wel-
come to stop by and tackle a section of weeds at 
any time.  An “official” workday for fall yard 
clean-up has been scheduled for Sunday, Oc-
tober 21, at noon, to rake our fall leaves and 
clean out beds. 

FALL BAZAAR IS COMING
St. Mark's Annual Bazaar and Bake Sale will 

take place on Saturday, November 3, from 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm at the church. Bake sale 
items include cakes, pies, cookies, brownies, 
breads, muffins, candies and more! Fruit pies are 
especially sought after, if that is one of your tal-
ents. 

We will sell crafts, quality seconds and next-
to-new items as well. If you have items to donate 

to the sale bring them on by the church!  No 
clothes, please. 

Watch for the specialty gift baskets and raffle 
items for several weeks prior to the Bazaar. 
Those should be at the church by October 7. 
Please consider contributing any homemade 
craft items that might be your specialty. A re-
minder that all proceeds from this sale go to a 
variety of local, national, and international non-
profits.  

ST. MARK’S CANNERS 
This was so successful last year that we 

want to do it again. Many of you make home 
canned goods - huckleberry preserves, peaches, 
salsa, etc. Please consider donating one (or 
more) for the fall raffle (see the article above). 
We will add them to a basket we’ll call - St. 
Mark’s Can! We put them in a beautiful hand-
made bowl from one of our talented members 
and fill it with a variety of canned goods from 
YOU. 

Please consider dropping off an item to the 
church office, and leave it with the following in-
formation: your name, the year (please limit to 
2018 items) and what is inside. Thank you.  Con-
tact Loris Stupel at 747-6677 if you have any 
questions.

THANKS TO ALL VOLUNTEERS
Our Volunteer Fair was a great success. 

Thanks to all who staffed tables (many did it 
while juggling their regular volunteer commit-
ments) and all who came and learned about the 
many opportunities to fill jobs and donate time at 
St. Mark’s and through our Social Ministry 
groups. We are involved in a wide variety of 
ways to give back in our community, feeding the 
homeless and helping those less fortunate, to 
name a few. We appreciate volunteers any time 
of year, but in fall, with back-to-school time, we 
try to grow our lists in order not to overwork 
those who already volunteer. Do feel free to call 
the church office, (509) 747-6677, at any time to 
inquire about ways to volunteer. 

�4

Volunteers
Opportunities to Serve



SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Join this very active social ministry group 

when they meet monthly at the church.  The next 
meeting is in the office study on Sunday, Octo-
ber 7, at 12:00 noon.  If you have questions, 
please chat with one of the pastors, Pat Manz, or 
Patti Berg.

SUNDAY NEIGHBORHOOD LUNCH 
AT ST. ANN’S 

St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal at 
St. Ann’s (a Catholic church in the East Central 
neighborhood) on Sunday, November 18. This 
is an important day as we will serve a full 
Thanksgiving dinner, which draws a much larger 
crowd than usual.  Meal prep is from 9:00 – 
12:30, then serving, and cleanup, starting at 
12:00 until around 3:30. Please contact Donna 
Evenson at gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 
if you are interested in participating. We have a 
fun time and are looking to expand our group of 
volunteers and would love to have you join us! 

THANK YOU

Dear Lutheran Friends,
Thank you for your generous donation of 

cookies for the riders and volunteers at this 
year’s 8 Lakes Leg Aches bike ride.  With your 
partnership, Lutheran Community Services 
Northwest will continue to offer resources to 
struggling families, provide homes for abused 
children, and counsel those who seek a healthier 
life.

Thanks again for your partnership and gen-
erosity!

Blessings,
Christie McKee
Development Director

Sorry this has taken me so long to thank the 
wonderful people of St Mark's. I had open heart 
surgery on June 5th. I received many get well 
cards from so many people. Also, Donna Nelson 
organized meals to be brought to my home. I 
had no idea how much that would mean to me 
and my husband. And of course knowing that 
people were praying for me. To top if off, a beau-
tiful prayer shawl. 

I feel so loved, and want to thank everyone at 
St. Mark's.

Linda Smith

Dear friends at St. Mark’s,
Thank you for the lovely birthday cards I re-

ceived recently. I so appreciated the gesture and 
miss seeing you.

Thank you –
Thelma Strenge  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Godly Play®, our Sunday School program 
which meets every Sunday from 9:45 to 10:35 
am, is in full swing.  We have added a new 
classroom in the main church upstairs next to the 
nursery, for three-year-olds through kinder-
garten-aged children. First through sixth graders 
meet in the Parish House. 

Questions?  Contact Katie Kadlec at (360) 
600-3633 or kadlecfam@gmail.com. 

ALLELUIA CHOIR FRIDAY NIGHT HANGOUT
… featuring Family Bunco

Hey there, first through sixth graders.  If 
you’re in Alleluia Choir, if you’ve ever been in Al-
leluia Choir, or if you’ve ever thought about being 
in Alleluia Choir, this night is for you.

On Friday, October 12, from 4:00 pm - 9:00 
pm we will play games, do some crafts, share 
dinner and just enjoy getting to know each other 
better.  (We will most likely sing a little, but it 
won’t be the main focus of the evening.)

At 7:30, we will kick-off our first-ever Alleluia 
Choir Bunco Party (parents, we would love to 
have you come join us for this part of the 
evening!)  Bunco is an easy, fast-paced dice 
game that keeps everyone involved.   

PRIZES - REFRESHMENTS - FUN!
RSVP by phoning or emailing Ann Benson 

(509) 954-9819, annmbbenson@gmail.com. 
See you there! 

ADULT FORUM
Our “Bending Toward Justice” Adult Forum 

themed series will continue in October. We meet 
Sunday mornings at 9:45 am in the conference 
room. Hope to see you there.
Date Topic
Oct. 7 No Forum/ Blessing of the Animals
Oct. 14 Bending Toward Justice
Oct. 21 Bending Toward Justice
Oct. 28 No Forum/ Reformation Sunday
Nov. 4 Bending Toward Justice

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the 
conference room to study the Scripture texts for 
the week.  All are welcome.  

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, October 2, 7:00 pm

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the Parish 
House.  All women are invited to this fellowship 
group for conversation, laughter, prayer and re-
freshments.

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, October 12, 11:00 am (please 
note different start time)

This group plans a monthly outing of walk-
ing along with other socializing.  In October we 
will meet at Mary Haberman’s home. All women 
are welcome! 

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesday, October 10 & 24, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet 
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll have 
lots of laughs and crazy discussions about 
everything, while having breakfast. All men are 
welcome, saints and sinners!

                                                     continued next page  

�8

Learning for All Ages

Faith and Fellowship Groups

mailto:kadlecfam@gmail.com


GROUPS                   continued from previous page

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Tuesday, October 16, 7:00 pm

This group has great conversation and fel-
lowship with “30ish or younger” folks at Two 
Seven Public House in Lincoln Heights. One of 
our pastors will lead a discussion and buy a few 
appetizers to share.

EMPTY NESTERS
Third Sunday, October 21, 4:00 pm.
Questions: Susan Hagen, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be 
flying from the nest in the next year or two. We 
all bring an appetizer and beverage of choice to 
share. The location for this month is TBA, so 
watch the Sunday bulletin for information.

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, October 31, 7:00 am

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book for 
discussion is “Accidental Saints” by Nadia Bolz-
Weber. All book lovers are welcome!

Volunteering at the Volunteer Fair: 

(l to r) Dan Haskins, Tara Haskins, Jane Somers 
and Susan Hagen.

Getting ready for the Bazaar:
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PLEASE take me to Blessing of the 
Animals!

Come! Live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!

We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;
we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

We are called to be hope for the hopeless
so hatred and blindness will be no more.

Excerpted from ELW 720
TEXT: reprinted under www.onelicense.net #A-706990
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SO MANY WAYS TO COMMUNICATE

Communication happens in so many ways now. 
Between telephone, text, email, Facebook messag-
ing, imessaging and lots more, it is sometimes hard 
to keep up!  

If you reach out to someone on the staff of St. 
Mark’s and you don’t hear back in a few days, 
please think about trying a more conventional way 
of communicating. Our office phone, 509-747-6677, 
is either staffed (thank you, Jane) or on voice mail, 
which is checked regularly. Likewise, if you have a 
preferred way of being contacted, please let us 
know so we can keep in touch with you.

http://www.onelicense.net

