Spokane, WA

October 2017

Vol. 2017, No. 8

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ERIC
“Why, O Lord, do you stand far off? Why do
you hide yourself in times of trouble (Psalm 10).”
Feeling the absence of God in times of
distress and tragedy is as old as the hills. These
words from Psalm 10 came to me shortly after
the shooting tragedy at Freeman High.
Your
youth leaders, Pastor Briehl, and I spent time in
the aftermath of the shooting listening to our
youth. Understandably, their anxiety had been
heightened by the day’s events. Many of them
were locked in classrooms as school safety
protocol was put in place. The next morning, as
Ruth Circle met, they reminded me that those on
the other end of the age spectrum shared the
same anxiety as the youth.
I would love to add some perspective.
However, the knowledge that we are more likely
to be struck by lightning than be a victim of a
mass shooting rings hollow when the tragedy
hits so close to home. At least that is true in the
short term. As the raw feelings subside, it may
be good to keep such knowledge in the back of
your head. But in the meantime, what are we to
say about these things?
First, we say nothing. We need to listen to
the most vulnerable among us. We listen as
emotions such as fear, anger, uncertainty,
anxiety and bewilderment are expressed. Our
God-given emotions do their work to help us
move through the experience.
As Lutheran
Christians, we have a different word to offer from
some other traditions. Luther once famously
said, “A person does not deserve to be called a
theologian who looks upon the invisible things of
God as though they were clearly perceptible in
those things which have actually happened.” I
believe this means that we can’t have all the
answers of why things happen, and we need to
stop trying to explain away God. Such phrases
as “God must have needed another angel” are
continued next page

28th Annual Blessing of the Animals
October 1, 2017
10:45 am service only
Bring your pets to sit with you in church and
they will receive a blessing.
The Spokane Humane Society will once
again attend St. Mark’s blessing of the Animals,
bringing animals available for adoption, as well
as information about their organization. It’s a
wonderful place to find an animal to share your
home, or to make a contribution to the Humane
Society’s work.

DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM FOR
THE NEXT NEWSLETTER?
NOTE: The DEADLINE for the next newsletter
(the November issue) ONLY will be

OCTOBER 10.

PASTOR ERIC

continued from previous page

NOTE THIS!

unhelpful and even hurtful in such situations.
But I do believe we have something to say
when tragedy strikes. With all of the media
coverage, we often miss the voice of God. God
acts most often behind the scenes. And as
inscrutable as God’s ways are (Romans 11:33),
we trust that God is with people when they are at
their most vulnerable. God shows up in the most
unexpected places (see 1 Corinthians 1:17-29).
I believe Christ showed up with Sam Strahan
when he breathed his last and dare I say it, God
was even with the shooter in the aftermath of this
evil. Jesus shows up when and where we least
expect.
Through the heaviness of tragedy that
surrounds our world, we hold on to a hope that
sustains. The psalmist goes on to proclaim in
Psalm 10, “But you do see! Indeed you note
trouble and grief, that you may take it into your
hands; the helpless commit themselves to you.”
In these difficult days when you are feeling
helpless, may you feel the steady hands of God
who will reconcile all things to God’s self.
In the meantime, come to church. God also
promises to show up wherever two or more
gather in Jesus name.
God shows up in
relationships. God shows up at St. Mark’s.
Peace to you this day!
Pastor Eric

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on
Monday, October 9.
CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on
Monday, October 9, at 7:00 pm in the
conference room.
CHANCEL CHOIR
The Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays
at 7:15 pm in the music room. If you are
interested in singing in the choir we’d love to
have you. If you have questions please contact
director Debbie Hansen at 838-8730.
NEW MEMBER DINNERS,
INQUIRER CLASSES
New Member dinner and Inquirer classes
start Sunday, October 29, and continue for
three consecutive weeks at 5:00 pm.
Each week we have dinner together with one
of our pastors, staff members and a few church
members, followed by informational classes
about the Lutheran faith and what we do here at
St. Mark's. We encourage our members to share
this information with anyone who might benefit.
If you are considering becoming a member of
St. Mark's Lutheran Church on Sunday,
November 19, please call or email Loris Stupel
at 448-9892 or fundsoups@comcast.net.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHS
Pennell Ann Tribbett, daughter of Tommy &
Lindsey Tribbett, born 7/24/17

MEMORIAL SERVICES

THANK YOU

Roy Jeremiah on September 22
Jud Heathcote on September 23

To Mary Cares Group,
I want to thank you ladies so much for the
birthday cards. I appreciate receiving those very
cute cards very much. What talent some of you
have.
They are all so beautiful, whether
purchased or made.
Each verse means so
much.
Thank you and with Blessing,
Connie Finch

MARRIAGE
Blessings on the marriage of Naomi Dull and
Travis Widmer, August 25, 2017.

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Jud Heathcote at the
time of his death.
Prayers for the family of Janice Schlafle, mother
of Diana Davenport, at the time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Roy Jeremiah at the
time of his death.
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MONEY MATTERS
August
Fund
General
Mortgage

Giving

2017 Operating Budget – Year to Date
Giving

Expenses

Budgeted

$ 47,664.66 $ 437,183.35 $ 498,099.11 $ 556,052.67
$ 7,991.24

$ 60,767.19

$ 46,871.00

$ 46,856.00

Net - YTD
$ -60,915.76
$ 13,896.19

Although this month’s and our year-to-date numbers are fairly typical of past years, we are in a
larger than expected deficit in our General Fund. September is the start of many of our fellowship and
educational programs which incur additional expenses. As part our returning back to fall routines
(school, fall sports and church attendance) it is also time to get back into regular giving to St. Mark’s.
We depend on consistent and generous giving to accomplish all that our church council feels is
important in the life of our congregation.
Our Mortgage Fund continues to be in the black, thanks to all who have made that happen.
We appreciate all our members who, as customers of Thrivent Financial Services, have taken the
time to direct the Choice Dollars that Thrivent has allocated for various non-profit organizations, to go
to our church community.
Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

THANK YOU

FALL GOLDEN AGERS’ DAY OUT
October 3, 10:00 – 2:00

Many thanks to the Mary Cares group for all
the beautiful birthday cards I received for my
birthday. They brightened my day and lifted my
spirits so much. You are a very special and
talented group.
God Bless,
Adeline Manser

Spend a beautiful fall day at the Cataldo
Mission! A one-day retreat especially for retirees,
senior adults, and older adult groups; a great day
during a beautiful time of year!
Join us for a terrific day at the Cataldo
Mission, a fabulous boxed lunch, great friends
and plenty of laughs, as always!
COST: $12/person includes lunch and
program! Please complete your food allergies
form as part of your registration at least 10 days
prior to your arrival. Call by Wednesday,
September 27, to reserve your spot! Call for
yourself or your group.

Thanks to all the staff at St. Mark’s for
allowing Spokefest to use the fellowship hall for
our volunteer dinner.
We have our fingers
crossed in hopes the smoke will be gone by
Sunday!
Kathy Chase and all of Spokefest

Toll Free 1.866.729.8372 ext. 119
Local 667.3459 ext. 119
Email: registrar@lutherhaven.com
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OFFICE PERSONNEL SEES CHANGES

M A N Y E V E N T S C E L E B R AT E
REFORMATION’S 500TH ANNIVERSARY

After sixteen years of service
at St. Mark’s, Martha Arneson
will be leaving her position as
Communications Director to
pursue other interests and family
responsibilities.
In September,
2001, Martha began working at
St. Mark’s as Parish Secretary,
bringing her welcoming smile and wonderful
personality to the front desk in the office. In addition,
she also brought her unique skills and knowledge of
computers and the developing possibilities of using
the internet. She was instrumental in developing our
on-line presence, both with our website and through
social media. Her responsibilities gradually shifted
and in 2015 she left the front desk to concentrate her
time as Communications Director. We are all aware
of how her efforts have helped communicate both
with our members and the outside community. She
will be missed.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC AT ST. MARK’S
• Worship on October 8, 15, and 22 using an
adaption of Luther’s 1526 Chorale Mass in
which hymn paraphrases replace liturgical
texts.

Although Martha will be very
hard to replace, you can expect
to see Loris Stupel in the office
during the week as her
responsibilities at St. Mark’s are
expanded. Loris has many roles
at St. Mark’s including financial
secretary, events coordinator,
and new member coordinator,
and she will now assume some
of the communication duties.
Loris’s abilities to organize and hostess events are
well known and we are looking forward to using her
talents to communicate our parish life activities to the
congregation. In fact, her new title will be Parish Life
Coordinator.

• Reformation Hymn Festival is on October

• October 22 at 9:40 am will be a narrated
hymn sing during the education hour.

• October 29 is Reformation Sunday.
Worship includes special music with organ,
brass and timpani.
The Most Reverend
William Skylstad, Bishop Emeritus of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Spokane will
preach at all services.

• October 29 is also Confirmation for our
tenth grade students at the 10:45 service.

29 at 3:00 pm at Central Lutheran Church
with choirs from several Lutheran Churches
including St. Mark’s Chancel Choir.

• The Gonzaga Chamber Choir directed by
Ti m We s t e r h a u s w i l l p e r f o r m B a c h
Reformation Cantata on November 3 at 7:30
pm at St. Mark’s.

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP AT ST. MARK’S
• Oktoberfest is Sunday, October 8 at 5:00
pm. This annual dinner is a fundraiser event
for the youth traveling to the National Youth
Convention.

We also want to commend
our current Parish Secretary,
Jane Somers, for the extra time
and work she has done in
September. In addition to the
usual busy start of church
activities in September, Jane has
been very instrumental in working
on the special services that occurred during the
month. She worked many hours on bulletins and
other details and provided excellent support to make
these events successful. Thank you, Jane.

• Dale Soden will present the Adult Forum on
Sunday, October 15, at 9:45 am speaking on
“Why I Am Still a Lutheran.”

• Kids of all ages are invited to Lutherfest in
the fellowship hall on Sunday, October 29,
at 9:45 am.

• You are invited! Next page …
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Sunday Mornings, 9:45 A.M. – Fellowship Hall
October 1: BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS – no

You are invited!!!

Family Forum this morning.

The Magic Lantern
October 22, 1:00 to 4:00p.m.

October 8: NUTS & BOLTS OF COLLEGE
ADMISSION

Together with Hamblen Park Presbyterian
Church we will rent out the Magic Lantern and
watch PBS’s production entitled Martin Luther,
part of the Empires series.
We have 50 spots available for our
congregation, so plan to attend. The theatre will
have beer, wine, soft drinks and some snacks
available for purchase.
Please sign up to reserve your spot and plan
for a fun afternoon with our Presbyterian friends.
Contact Pastor Eric with any questions you may
have!

Our presenters will be Pat Shelley and
Cathy McMeekan. They will highlight the
c o l l e g e a d m i s s i o n a n d fi n a n c i a l a i d
processes. Pat is a member at St. Mark’s and
is a high school guidance counselor at
University High School. She has been
working there with students in grades 9-12
since 1999. Cathy owns McMeekan College
Consulting. For eight years she was the
Director of College Admissions at St.
George’s School before becoming an
independent college counselor. Come let Pat
and Cathy demystify the college application
process!

THANK YOU

O c t o b e r 1 5 : F I N A N C I A L TO O L S F O R
FAMILIES

St. Mark’s & Mary Cares:
After I have benefitted from the prayers,
cards and offers of help, et al, I am left with this
rather feeble “Thank You”. I was really sick and
feeling lost. Then, I became aware of the many
prayers offered up for me. All I can do is tell
the skeptics that those prayers lifted me up and
got me to thinking how great it is to be a member
of such a blessed congregation.
Thanks to Dr. P. Myers who noted,
while ‘passing Christ’s peace’, I looked out of
sorts. If he hadn’t seen fit to share his
observation at the time, I am certain I would’ve
died. Thanks so much, Dr.M! You show how
much good comes out at St Marks.
I am so very glad to have been a member of
this great church. My wife, Ursula, is a member
of Mary Cares. I think she is the only one of that
group who did not send me a card! However, she
too has been supporting me right along, and
deserves blessings as well.
God bless you all.
Jon Lanam

Our presenters will be Shawn Van
Gordon and Tim Kadlec. Both members of St.
Mark’s, Shawn and Tim will lead us through
money management for families and highlight
how to talk with kids about money. Shawn is
President of A&B Mortgage. Tim is an
Investment Advisor Representative at Voya
Financial Advisors.

October 22: CONGREGATIONAL HYMN SING
Celebrate Reformation 500! in between
services at a narrated hymn sing in place of
education hour.

October 29: CONFIRMATION SUNDAY – no
Family Forum this morning. Sunday School
will be celebrating Lutherfest in the fellowship
hall!

Come meet other families and enjoy a cup of
coffee while your kids are in Sunday School or in
the nursery. Contact Susan Hagen, Director of
Youth & Family Ministries, with any questions.
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FAMILY EVENT!
HELP THE HUNGRY SORT
NIGHT AT 2ND HARVEST
Monday, October 23,
5:30-7:30 pm

Learning for All Ages

Sign up on the Youth Board or contact Susan
Hagen at youth@stmarks-spokane.org if you
would like to participate. Once you sign up,
Susan will contact you and provide registration
instructions.
Volunteers as young as age 9 are welcome
with a parent/guardian. This is a fun way to serve
the community as a family!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Godly Play is the new
Sunday School program
that meets every Sunday
in the parish house from
9:45 to 10:35 am. All 3year-olds up through sixth
graders are welcome.
Questions?
Contact
Katie Kadlec at 360-600-3633 or
kadlecfam@gmail.com.
Lutherfest is October 29! All Sunday School
kids are invited to celebrate the 500th year
anniversary of the Reformation. We will meet in
the fellowship hall during the Sunday School
hour, 9:45 to 10:35 am. Listen to a Godly Play
story about Martin Luther, dance to traditional
German songs, and enjoy snacks and games.

SUNDAY, October 8, 5:00 pm
Great food, music, and beer (and
root beer!)
All proceeds will benefit the St. Mark’s youth
attending the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in
Houston!

• $20 per person ($5 for kids under 12)
• All brats, toppings, side dishes and beverages

WWL and CONFIRMATION
Walking with the Light (WWL) & Confirmation
fall session continues on Wednesday nights
through November 1. All 5 – 12 graders are
welcome on Wednesday nights. Dinner is served
at 6:00!

will be provided.
• Tickets on sale now! (tickets will also be
available for sale at the door)

Be an underwriter for Oktoberfest!
Please consider sponsoring the beer,
brats, or music. Talk with Susan Hagen if
interested.

ADULT FORUM
Our theme for the fall will be split between
sessions focusing on the Reformation and the
stories of refugees among us. As always, we will
be meeting on Sunday mornings starting at
9:45 am in the conference room.

FAMILY AND INDIVIDUAL PICTURES
The office is working on
getting a picture of every person
in our congregation to put in our
new data base. This will be a
huge help when we call a new
pastor.
Send your family or
individual picture as a jpeg to
office@stmarks-spokane.com.
Thank you!

•
•
•
•

Oct. 1, No Forum/ Blessing of the Animals
Oct. 8, Refugees Among Us - Klaus Huschke
Oct. 15, Why I’m Still Lutheran - Dale Soden
Oct. 22, Luther’s Gift of Music - Musicians /
Pastors
Oct.
29,
No
Forum/
Reformation
Sunday
•
• Nov. 5, Refugees Among Us - Les Bohus
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Bite2Go is a program to help offer children some

Social Ministry

extra food for weekends. This is specifically for
children who receive free breakfasts and lunches
during the school year. To sponsor one child is
$144/year. Volunteer drivers are also needed to
pick up the food kits from Second Harvest food
bank and deliver to the school.
St. Mark’s
participates in this program at Franklin
Elementary, which is currently at 37th and Grand.

Opportunities to Serve
Social Ministry Meeting
Join this very active social ministry group
when they meet monthly at the church. The
next meeting is in the office study on
Sunday, October 8, at 12:00 noon. If you
have questions, please chat with one of the
pastors, Pat Manz, or Patti Berg.

If you would like to volunteer for any of these
programs feel free to email
Pat Manz p8manz@gmail.com
or
Patti Berg catsmeow4814@yahoo.com
ST. ANN’S LUNCH
St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal at
St. Ann’s on Sunday, October 22 and Sunday,
December 17 (put this on your calendar!). We
would love to have new people to draw from to
help with food prep and/or serving and cleanup.
Meal prep is from 9:30 – 12:30, then serving,
and cleanup, starting at 12:30 until around
2:30. Please contact Donna Evenson at
gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 if you are
interested in participating. We have a fun time
and are looking to expand our group of
volunteers and would love to have you join us!

The Social Ministry committee oversees various
ministries to the community. All of them offer
food, clothing, and other essentials to those
in need. Many of these groups work in
tandem with other church groups.
Crosswalk is a ministry for homeless teens. St.
Mark’s takes turns with other churches collecting
food for lunches. Volunteers to deliver this food
are needed.

Dining with Dignity (Shalom Ministries)
provides breakfasts for the downtown homeless
population Mondays through Thursday
(7:15-8:45). Volunteers are needed to help serve
on those days. Members of St. Mark’s also
volunteer to serve dinner on the fourth Monday of
each month.
All Saints in Browne’s Addition serves meals every
Tuesday evening. St. Mark’s volunteers every
fourth Tuesday.
St. Ann’s Catholic Church in the East Central
neighborhood has served a “Sunday Lunch” for
over 30 years. St. Mark’s participates every 6
weeks. Some volunteers help cook from 9:00 to
noon that Sunday. Others help serve and clean
up from 12:00 to 3:00.
SPEAR (Serving People through Education, Arts,
and Recreation) is another program in the East
Central neighborhood that has been operating for
30 years. This program offers recreation and
meals during the summer along with one week of
summer camp for about 20 children. During the
school year it operates two afternoons a week.
SPEAR is another conduit of food and clothing
distribution in that neighborhood.
Please note that SPEAR is sponsoring tickets
to “A Christmas Story, the Musical” at Spokane
Civic Theater on Wednesday Nov. 29.

A CHRISTMAS STORY The Musical
Wednesday, Nov. 29, 7:30 pm
Spokane Civic Theater
Refreshments, Silent Auction beginning 6:00 pm
Tickets $35 benefit Shalom Ministries and SPEAR
Contact Deidre, (509) 710-0204,
healingpen@comcast.net

BASKETS NEEDED FOR SPEAR THEATER EVENT
St. Mark’s basket makers:
Would you
consider making an extra basket in addition to
your regular contribution for the St. Mark’s
bazaar?
SPEAR Ministries and Shalom Ministries are
joining with Civic Theatre on November 29 for a
benefit event which includes a silent auction.
Contact Deidre Jacobson for more
information. We would be most grateful!
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THE FALL BAZAAR IS COMING!

AND LORIS REQUESTS …

St. Mark's Annual Bazaar and Bake Sale
will take place on Saturday, November 4,
from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm at the church.
Bake sale items including cakes, pies,
cookies, brownies, breads, muffins, candies
and more. The sale also includes crafts,
quality seconds and next-to-new items.
Watch for the specialty gift baskets and
raffle items in the narthex, too. Silent auction
baskets should be delivered to the church by
October 8 so the bidding can begin.
If you have items to donate to the sale
bring them on by the church, but no clothes,
please.

St. Mark’s Canners - I want to start a
new tradition for the St. Mark’s Fall Auction.
If you make home canned goods huckleberry preserves, peaches, salsa, etc.,please consider donating one for the Fall
Silent Auction, coming right up.
We will add them to a basket we’ll call St. Mark’s Can! I’ll get a beautiful
handmade bowl from one of our talented
members and fill it with a variety of canned
goods from YOU. Please consider dropping
off an item at the church office or deliver it
right to me. Please leave with it the following
information: your name, the year (hopefully
2017), and what is inside.
Thank you! This should be a popular
item! Contact me, Loris Stupel, at 747-6677
if you have any questions.

REMINDERS:
St. Mark’s Photo/Video Release
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church often uses photos/videos taken at events, classes, and worship in
various publications and on our Web site, facebook page, Twitter and Pinterest pages and TV monitors
in the church. We appreciate your right to privacy, and if you prefer NOT to have photos/videos of
yourself or your family used in this way, please contact the church office. Release forms are available
during event sign-up times (WWL/Confirmation/Sunday School, Rally Day, etc.).
College Student Addresses
Do you have a college student away from home, or leaving soon? We’d like to stay in touch with
your child (it’s always nice getting something in the mailbox at school!), but we’ll need an address from
you! Please contact the church office at 747-6677 or office@stmarks-spokane.org with the new
address, or address change for previous students.
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This men’s group meets at The Chalet
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd. You’ll
have lots of laughs and crazy discussions
about everything, while having breakfast. All
men are welcomed; saints or sinners!

Faith and Fellowship Groups
SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays 10:30 am, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Questions: church office, 747-6677
Bible-based conversation in the
conference room with Pastor Eric or Pastor
Briehl to study the Scripture texts for the
week.

RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, October 12, 10:00 am
All women are welcome to join us at the
church for refreshments, very brief project
discussion and Bible study led by one of our
pastors.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, October 3, 7:00 pm
Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish
house. All women are invited to gather with
other women and our special conversation
partner, poet Denise Levertov.

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, October 13, 10:00 am
In October the group will gather at St.
Mark’s. The plan is to drive to Greenbluff for
walking, garden vegetables, lunch, pies and
pumpkin doughnuts.

SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, October 7, 6:30 pm
On the first Saturday of each month you
are welcome to join us for a potluck
immediately following the 5:30 service.
Great food! Great fellowship! Bring your
favorite dish and join this fun group!

EMPTY NESTERS
Third Sunday, October 15, 4:00 pm
This group is for parents who have
young adults recently out of high school
or who will be flying from the nest in the
next year or two. Location TBA—watch
your Sunday bulletin for more information.
Bring an appetizer or dessert and a
beverage to share. Contact Susan Hagen or
Pastor Eric at 747-6677 if you have
questions.

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Second Sunday, October 8, 12:00 noon
Cancer Spirituality Group meets in the
conference room. On October 8, Iain
Finnigan, who has 20 years of experience in
meditation, will be the speaker. There are
many benefits to meditation including
decreased stress and negative emotions,
improved immune system, and increased
positive emotions.
A light lunch will be
served.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday, October 17, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677
Great conversation and fellowship with
this “30ish or younger” group at Two
Seven Public House in Lincoln Heights. One
of our pastors will lead a discussion and buy
a few appetizers to share.

SUNRISE, SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wed. Oct.11, 25, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

continued next page
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GROUPS continued from previous page

One time only

DIAKONIA GUILD
Fourth Tuesday, October 24, 11:00 am
Diakonia is an auxiliary of Lutheran
Community Service. The members meet
monthly at various locations with a speaker
from LCS. In October the meeting will be St.
Mark’s for a lunch with the Cheney Diakonia
Guild.

DATE CHANGE:
Items for the November Messenger
will be due in the office
by OCTOBER 10.
Note that this is earlier than usual!

BOOTS and PEARLS

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, October 25, 7:00am
St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights. The book
for discussion in October is “The Shallows:
What the Internet is doing to our Brains” by
Nicholas Carr.
All book lovers are
welcome for any discussion!

A Lutherhaven Hootenanny with a
purpose!
Saturday, October 7, 2:30-9:30 pm
Tickets $75 include
boat cruise
hors d’ oeuvres
dinner
wine, beer, cider tasting
live music

SAVE THE DATE
Lutheran Community Services
34th annual fundraising luncheon
Sunday, November 5

Get tickets at piratic.com/lutherhaven

12

