Spokane, WA

November 2017

A PASTORAL LETTER ON VIOLENCE
This letter was adopted by the ELCA Conference
of Bishops in March, 2013 and re-sent by Eastern
Washington-Idaho Bishop Kristen Kuempel on
October 2, 2017.

“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”
Jeremiah 31:15 and Matthew 2:18 (NIV)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
Every faithful caregiver who sits with victims
of violence knows what we know – as God’s
church, we are called to reduce violence and
should, in most cases, restrain ourselves from
using violence. Whether or not statistics show
that overall violence has declined in recent
years, every person wounded or killed is a
precious child of God.
As bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, we lament the tragedy of gun
violence in our country. We are grieved by the
way violence threatens and destroys life. We
affirm the current soul searching and shared
striving to find a way to a better future.
While the church grapples with this call to
reduce violence and make our communities
safer, we recognize that before God we are
neither more righteous because we have guns
nor are we more righteous when we favor
significant restrictions. Brokenness and sin are
not somehow outside of us. Even the best of us
are capable of great evil. As people of God we
begin by confessing our own brokenness –
revealed in both our actions and our failure to
act. We trust that God will set us free and renew
us in our life’s work to love our neighbors.
In this time of public attention to gun
violence, local communities of faith have a
unique opportunity to engage this work. As
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bishops, we were thankful to recognize the many
resources our church has already developed.
We begin by listening:
listening to God, to
scripture, and to each other. Providing a safe
place for people to share their own stories,
together we discern courses of action. Together
we act. And together we return to listening – to
assess the effectiveness of our efforts to reduce
violence.
In the Large Catechism Luther says, “We
must not kill, either by hand, heart, or word, by
signs or gestures, or by aiding and abetting.”
Violence begins in the human heart. Words can
harm or heal. To focus only on guns is to miss
the depth of our vocation. Yet, guns and access
are keys to the challenges we face.
We recognize that we serve in different
contexts and have different perspectives
regarding what can and should be done. But as
we live out our common vocations, knowing that
the work will take many forms, we are committed
to the work of reducing and restraining violence.
This shared work is a sign of our unity in Christ.
We invite you, our sisters and brothers, to
join us in this work:
The work of lament – creating safe
space for naming, praying, grieving, caring for
one another, and sharing the hope in God’s
promise of faithfulness.
The work of moral formation and
discernment – listening to scripture, repenting,
modeling conflict resolution in daily life,
addressing bullying, conducting respectful
conversations, and strategies to reduce violence.
The work of advocacy – acting to
address the cause and effects of violence.
Knowing that we are not saved by this work,
we undertake it trusting in Christ Jesus, who laid
down his life for the world and who calls us to be
peacemakers, to pursue justice, and to protect
the vulnerable.
In this, as in all things, Christ is with us.
Thanks be to God.

THE BAZAAR IS COMING!
Cleaning closets? Downsizing? Organizing
your kitchen? Please think about contributing
your gently used items and quality seconds to
our sale. (No clothes, please.) If you have items
to donate, please bring them to the church.
The St. Mark's Annual Bazaar and Bake
Sale takes place Saturday, November 4, from
9:00 am – 2:00 pm.
Bake sale items may include cakes, pies,
cookies, brownies, lefse, breads, muffins,
candies and more!
Watch for the specialty gift baskets and raffle
items in the narthex, too. Silent auction baskets
are now available in the narthex for bidding!
We could still use help on set up days
Thursday and Friday, November 2 and 3. See
the sign up poster in the narthex. Call Loris
Stupel at 747-6677 with any questions about the
bazaar.

NOTE THIS!
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Be sure to move your clocks back one hour
on Sunday morning, November 5!
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on
Friday, November 10 for Veteran’s Day and
November 23 and 24 for Thanksgiving.
CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on
Monday, November 13, at 7:00 pm in the
conference room.
CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s Chancel Choir rehearsals are on
Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the music room. If you
are interested in singing in the choir we’d love to
have you. If you have questions please contact
Debbie Hansen at 838-8730.

YARD HELP NEEDED
Thanks to all our members who have
volunteered their time and energy this summer
maintaining our extensive grounds.
Several
members volunteered to work on a section of the
yard while others stepped in to tackle a special
need. The grounds looked wonderful this year.
We need your help again. When the leaves
finally turn and if the snow hasn’t fallen by the
time you read this, we could use your help raking
the fall leaves and beds. Feel free to stop by
with your rakes and tackle any area.
We’ll
provide the bags and hot coffee if the office is
open. Thanks for your help!

SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Join this very active social ministry group
when they meet monthly at the church. The next
meeting is in the office study on Sunday,
November 12, at 12:00 noon. If you have
questions, please chat with one of the pastors,
Pat Manz, or Patti Berg.
NEW MEMBER DINNERS AND INQUIRER CLASSES
New Member dinner and Inquirer classes
start Sunday, October 29, and continue for the
next two weeks at 5:00 pm.
Each week we have dinner together with one
of our pastors, staff members and a few church
members, followed by informational classes
about the Lutheran faith and what we do here at
St. Mark's.
We encourage our members to share this
information with anyone who might benefit.
If you are considering becoming a member of
St. Mark's Lutheran Church on Sunday,
November 19, please call or email Loris Stupel
at 747-6677 or finance@stmarks-spokane.org.

THANK YOU
Thank you to all who participated in St.
Mark’s Oktoberfest celebration on October 8th.
Great food, music, and fun were had by all!
Thank you for eating, drinking, dancing, and
singing with us. Your generous donations are so
appreciated and have given us a great start in
our fundraising efforts for our upcoming trip to
the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX. We
are grateful for your support!
2018 Youth Gathering Youth & Adult Leaders
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MONEY MATTERS
September
Fund

Giving

2017 Operating Budget – Year to Date
Giving

Expenses

Budgeted

Net - YTD

General

$ 61,907.66

$ 499,091.01

$ 558,691.05

$ 625,599.25

$ -59,600.04

Mortgage

$ 6,904.50

$ 67,671.69

$ 52,728.00

$ 52,713.00

$ 14,943.69

Happily, September expenses were entirely covered by September giving. However; often we make
up our summer deficit with extra contributions at the same time, which did not happen this year. We
hope that in the remaining few months of the year, the situation will change and we can end the year in
the black.
The Mortgage Fund continues to have strong, consistent offerings.
Thank you to all who are able to give just a little bit more to help with all of the special programming
needs that St. Mark’s is known for. See you at church!
Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

DOES BITE2GO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE?
If you ever wonder if your support of the
Bite2Go program is worth it, please take time to
read the note below from a sixth grader at
Franklin Elementary last year.
A special thank you to everyone who is
supporting the kids at Franklin again this year – it
is so important to their health and learning
process.

My grandparents’ medications and
medical supplies were very expensive.
When you brought the big box of food to
us, it helped us have healthy food to eat. It
helped us feel less alone knowing there
were people on our side. Also, right now I
am wearing a shirt that was in the bag of
clothing! I’m relieved to have more choices.
You don’t even know me but you have
a kind heart to help me and my family
recover from losing my dear
grandparents. Thank you for everything.
Sincerely,
Trinity

Dear Patti and people of St. Mark’s Church,
Thank you for giving me a gift card
to buy a graduation dress. Thank you for
bringing food to our home and for giving
me clothes. The gift card allows me to go
on a special shopping trip with my mom. I
rarely get to do this sort of thing. When I
graduate with my 6th grade class, I will
have a beautiful dress to wear and I will
feel as happy as any other 6th grade girl.
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9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
NOVEMBER 5
MINDFUL EATING with Jane Joseph, RD
Jane will lead us through an introduction to
Mindful Eating for the family. She is a licensed
facilitator for the “Am I Hungry?”® Mindful Eating
Program and a certified health and wellness
coach. She is also a recipe developer for and
published by Bon Appetit, Redbook, Cuisine, and
Self magazines.
Become aware of your body’s cues. Savor
and appreciate food with the intention of
nourishment and enjoyment.
NOVEMBER 12 (combined with Adult Forum)
SAVANNAH PHELAN: Reflections on her
year in Cambodia
St. Mark’s member and PLU grad, Savannah
Phelan, recently returned from a year in
Cambodia as part of Young Adults in Global
Mission. The ELCA Young Adults in Global
Mission program invites ELCA young adults ages
21-29 into a transformative, year-long journey in
international service. Savannah will share her
experiences with us first hand. Come hear how
her journey impacted her views of herself, God’s
work in the world, and our place within it all.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Baptisms
Fredrick Willis VanHeuvelen, son of Thomas &
Jane VanHeuvelen and the grandson of Gary
and Vicki VanHeuvelen. Fredrick’s sponsors
are Katherine VanHeuvelen & Laura
Johnson, September 24.

THANKSGIVING PIE SALE
FOR YOUTH!

Funerals
George Jacobson, October 2

Support the youth traveling to Houston
for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering by
buying your Thanksgiving pies at St.
Mark’s!
Pies go on sale November 5th. Watch
for details in your bulletin. Contact Susan
Hagen with questions, 747-6677.

Marriages
Blessings on the marriage of Emily Phillips and
Alex Nanni, son of Anne and Dave Nanni,
September 30.
Sympathy
Prayers for the family of George Jacobson at
the time of his death.
Prayers for the family of Signora Sieverson at
the time of her death.

YUM!

pumpkin..pecan…apple.. coconut cre
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You are invited to a reception
honoring Pastor Susan Briehl on
Sunday, November 26, at 9:45
am in the fellowship hall. For the
past six months Pastor Briehl has
served our congregation as interim
pastor while Pastor
Kate was on
s a bb a t i ca l.
We probably
all have some
favorite
memories
of Pastor
Briel’s
ministry with
us to share.
Please
join us!

Learning for All Ages
WALKING WITH THE LIGHT, CONFIRMATION
Walking with the Light and Confirmation fall
session will conclude on November 1st. All 5th –
12th graders are welcome on Wednesday nights.
Dinner is served at 6:00. Congratulations to all
our 10th grade confirmands! Winter session
begins January 10th.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Godly Play is the new
Sunday School program that
meets every Sunday in the
parish house from 9:45 to
10:35 am. All 3 year olds up
through sixth graders are
welcome. Questions? Contact
Katie Kadlec at 360-600-3633 or
kadlecfam@gmail.com. There will be no Sunday
School on November 26. Happy Thanksgiving!

THANK YOU

ADULT FORUM
The theme of Refugees Among Us continues
in November. As always, we will be meeting on
Sunday mornings starting at 9:45 am in the
conference room.
Nov. 5: Refugees Among Us, Klaus Huschke
Nov. 12 : Young Adults in Global Mission,
Savannah Phelan
Nov. 19: Refugees Among Us, Tiina Buckaloo
Nov. 26: No Adult Forum/Thanksgiving vacation

Thank you to Jan Kincaid and her mailing crew:
For over two years, Jan Kincaid has
volunteered to head up our bulk mailing crew.
This group is responsible for mailing our monthly
newsletter and other special congregational
mailings.
Not only did she supervise the
envelope stuffing, labeling, sorting and delivering
the mailings to the bulk mailing facility, she also
provided a wonderfully fun and friendly
atmosphere for our mailing crew to work
together. Jan will be leaving this position for
other daytime responsibilities and will be missed.
Thank you, Jan.
Thank you also to the very loyal crew
who have gathered each month to assemble the
mailing. We all appreciate always receiving our
Messengers in a timely fashion.
In addition, thank you to Patti Berg for
stepping up and doing many special
congregational mailings when the usual crew are
unavailable.

THANK YOU
Dear St. Marks Friends:
Thank you for your expressed concerns,
prayers and birthday cards! It means so much to
have your church family remember you.
Jackie Sachse
Thank you to everyone at St. Mark's from the
Jacobson family for prayers, visits and help with
the memorial service for George. His church
family meant so much to him.
Lance and Deidre Jacobson

St. Mark’s Staff
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Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve

SUNDAY LUNCH AT ST. ANN’S
St. Mark’s volunteers provide a meal at St.
Ann’s (a catholic church in the East Central
neighborhood) on Sunday, December 17 (put
this on your calendar!). Meal prep is from 9:30 –
12:30, then serving, and cleanup, starting at
12:30 – 3:00 pm.
Please contact Donna Evenson at
gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 if you are
interested in participating. We have a fun time
and are looking to expand our group of
volunteers and would love to have you join us!

BASKETS NEEDED FOR SPEAR THEATER EVENT
St. Mark’s auction basket makers: Would you
consider assembling an extra basket in addition to
your regular contribution for the St. Mark’s bazaar?
SPEAR Ministries and Shalom Ministries are
joining with Civic Theatre on November 29 for a
benefit event which includes a silent auction.
Contact
Deidre
Jacobson
at
healingpen@comcast.net or 710-0204 for more
information.
We would be most grateful!

ADVENT PREPARATION BEGINS SOON

TURKEY TREATING FOR SPEAR
St. Mark’s is Turkey Treating for the families
of the SPEAR (Serving People through
Education, Arts and Recreation) program in
lower East Central Spokane. SPEAR provides
meals and support for children aged 3-17. Our
goal is to provide Thanksgiving baskets for 15
families supported by the SPEAR program. Here
is what we need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ADVENT BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 2, 9:30 – 11:00 am
A celebration for families of ALL SIZES and
ALL AGES to welcome this season of hopeful
expectation. Enjoy a light breakfast, Advent
hymns, family crafts, and possibly some new
family Advent traditions! Please sign up on the
bulletin board in the narthex or RSVP to the
church office at 747-6677 or office@stmarksspokane.org
NOTE: If your family already has an Advent
wreath candle ring, please bring it with you.
Otherwise, one will be provided. If you have
questions please contact Debbie Olson at
714-2774.

turkey
canned yams/sweet potatoes
stove top stuffing mix
instant potatoes
cranberry sauce
gravy mix
canned fruit
green bean casserole fixings
olives
rolls
pie

COMPLINE AT ST. MARK’S
Take a break this Advent. On Wednesdays,
November 29, December 6, 13, and 20 at 7:00
pm, we will be using the service of Night Prayer
also known as Compline. This worship service
lasts between twenty and thirty minutes.
Following our worship time we will serve wine,
juice, crackers and cheese for a brief fellowship
time.

Bring your items to St. Mark’s by November
19th for delivery to SPEAR.
A collection bin can be found in the narthex.
Questions? Contact Susan Hagen at
747-6677.
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Faith and Fellowship Groups
RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, November 9, 10:00 am
All women are welcome to join us at the
church for refreshments, a very brief project
discussion and Bible study led by one of our
pastors.

SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, November 4, 6:30 pm
You are welcome to join us for a potluck
immediately following the 5:30 service. Great
food! Great fellowship! Bring your favorite dish
and join this fun group!

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, November 10, 10:00 am
Meet at church to carpool to Mary
Haberman’s home. She is making soup and we
will bring a small dessert or salad for lunch. We
will be walking in the area.

EMPTY NESTERS
Sunday, November 5, 4:00 pm
Questions: Susan Hagen or Pastor Eric, 747-6677
This group is for parents who have young
adults recently out of high school or who will be
flying from the nest in the next year or two. We
will meet at the home of Andy and Tammy
Walker, 2217 S. Rockwood Blvd.
Bring an
appetizer to share and your drink of choice.

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Second Sunday, November 12, 12:00 noon
This group will be meeting in the conference
room. A light lunch will be served. Our guest
s p e a k e r i s S t . M a r k ’ s m e m b e r, G a r y
VanHeuvelen, a radiologist from Cancer Care
Northwest.
He will provide information on
radiation and answer questions you may have.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, November 7, 14, 21, 28, 10:30am
Bible-based conversation in the conference
room with Pastor Eric or Pastor Briehl to study
the scripture texts for the week.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday, November 21, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677
Great conversation and fellowship with this
“30ish or younger” group at Two Seven Public
House in Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will
lead a discussion and buy a few appetizers to
share.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, November 7, 7:00 pm
Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish
house. All women are invited to gather with
other women to discuss the work of poet Jane
Kenyon (1947-1995).

DIAKONIA GUILD
Fourth Tuesday, November 28, 2:00 pm
Diakonia is an auxiliary of Lutheran
Community Service.
The members meet
monthly at various locations with a speaker from
LCS.
The meeting in November is at Zion
Lutheran Church.

SUNRISE, SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesday, Nov. 8 & 22, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040
This men’s group meets at The Chalet
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd. You’ll have
lots of laughs and crazy discussions about
everything, while having breakfast. All men are
welcomed, saints or sinners!

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, November 29, 7:00 am
St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights. The book for
discussion in November is “Hillbilly Elegy: A
Memoir of Family and Culture in Crisis” by J. D.
Vance. All book lovers are welcome!
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FROM RECENT EVENTS AT ST. MARK’S:

Blessing of the Animals

Preparing for Advent

Golden Agers’ Day Out
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