
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR EDWIN

In the play and film Doubt, Father Flynn 
shares an interesting story one Sunday in a 
sermon to his Bronx, New York congregation. It 
goes something like this: A priest is hearing 
confessions when a woman comes into the 
confessional booth. “Forgive me, Father, for I 
have sinned,” she says. “Tell me your sins, dear 
daughter,” the priest says. She says she has been 
gossiping about her two neighbors, even though 
she knows it is wrong. “What can I do for my 
penance, Father?” she asks. “What can I do to 
rectify this mistake I’ve made?” So the priest tells 
her this: “Take two down pillows and a kitchen 
knife up to the roof of your apartment, stab the 
pillows with your knife, and then return to me.” A 
day later, the woman returns. “Father, I did as you 
said. I took two pillows up to the roof of my 
building and stabbed them. What must I do now 
to complete my penance?” He answers, “Oh, 
nothing much; just go now and collect all the 
feathers and bring them to me. Then you penance 
will be done.” The woman is in disbelief. “How can 
I, Father? There are so many feathers. I watched 
as they flew on the breeze to every corner of the 
city. I will never be able to re-collect all the 
feathers!” The priest responded, “Yes, well, that’s 
gossip.”

Father Flynn’s sermon illustration shows us 
the pernicious nature of sharing dubious 
information. Naturally, in this instance, the 
example provided is about gossip, the fact that 
once that unflattering rumor is out in the world 
there is no way to control it anymore. And like a 
massive game of Telephone, those rumors take 
on a life of their own, evolving and becoming 
more sensationalized as they are passed from 
one person to the next. Like those feathers 
scattered across New York, no one can take back 
the words they have spoken.

We have our own spiritual language to talk about 
this. In Jewish tradition, spoken words are often 
conceptualized as things that take their own life once 
spoken aloud. In Genesis 2, what ultimately
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ARE IN THE AIR!

SUMMER SERVICE TIME CHANGE
Beginning June 2, Sunday services will 

change to our summer worship schedule 
times of 8:00 and 9:30 am.  Saturday 
worship will continue at 5:30 pm.

WHITWORTH WOMEN’S CHOIR
SPRING CONCERT AT ST. MARK’S
The Whitworth Women’s Choir, under the 

direction of St. Mark’s member Debbie 
Hansen, will perform their spring concert at 
St. Mark’s on Sunday, May 5, at 3:00 pm.  
Admission is free and the concert will last 
about an hour. All are welcome!

TABLE OF GRACE
All are welcome for a unique worship 

experience on Wednesday, May 8th, at 6:00 
pm.  This service will take place at the table 
around a delicious meal. Sign up in the 
narthex if you plan to attend.

 Pastor Edwin will speak on the story of 
the Road to Emmaus as we consider how 
God is present in our lives right now. We will 
be dining on a Mexican theme again. Please 
see the sign-up sheet in the narthex for what 
to bring. If you have any questions, contact 
Pastor Edwin or Susan Hagen. 

BLESSING OF THE CONFIRMANDS
The ninth grade confirmation class will be 

blessed on Sunday, May 12 at the 10:45 am 
service. The annual ninth grade confirmation 
retreat will be Friday night, May 10, from 
5:00 - 11:00 pm. Parents should watch for 
more information coming in the mail soon. 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PASTOR EDWIN    continued from previous page

gives Adam life is that the breath of God is put into 
him. In this way, our Jewish siblings see that the 
very breath we have within us comes from God, 
and not just that, but that the breath that is within 
us is God. Consequently, spoken words, those 
words that have the breath of God behind them, 
are given a life of their own in Jewish thought. 
Words, once spoken, can never be taken back.

Another example of our spiritual language by 
which to discuss this comes from Luther’s Small 
C a t e c h i s m e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e e i g h t h 
commandment, “you shall not lie.” In Luther’s 
explanation, this commandment isn’t just about not 
bearing false witness against our neighbors, but 
rather that we should “come to their defense, 
speak well of them, and interpret everything they 
do in the best possible light.” Of course, I learned 
this commandment and Luther’s explanation when 
I was in confirmation, but it was later in life that 
these words from Luther finally penetrated my 
heart. While I wouldn’t say I was a gossip, I have 
not always been the most charitable person when 
interpreting my neighbor’s actions. Giving my 
neighbors, whomever they may be, the benefit of 
the doubt is a small step I take everyday to be 
better at loving my neighbor. After all, I would hope 
that my neighbor would give me that grace too.

This is much broader than gossip alone. 
While it is important to consider what we say 
about our neighbor and the ways that rumors and 
gossip can negatively impact people, I think our 
call to the truth in its broadest God-given capacity 
is so much more. Today, we are inundated by 
information. It’s on the TV, it’s on Facebook, it’s 
on our phones, and it’s not always easy to make 
evaluative decisions about what information to 
trust. The phrase “fake news” has entered into our 
vernacular within the past few years, revealing the 
challenging place many of us find ourselves 
today: We are unsure of whom to trust.

We seek well-balanced, well-informed 
information that is without bias, but in the 
process of seeking that holy grail of news we’ve 
overlooked the fact that such a source, one 
without bias or mistakes, doesn’t exist. All 
sources of information have bias. All sources of 
information are susceptible to the same human 
fallibility that is omnipresent in our broken 
creation. In the best of cases, our news sources 
publish corrections or retractions, but often by the
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CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council meets Monday, 

May 13, at 7:00 pm in the conference room.

CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s Chancel choir rehearsals are 

on Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the music room. 
If you are interested in singing in the choir 
we’d love to have you. If you have questions 
please contact Debbie Hansen at 710-1334.  
May 16 is the last choir practice until next 
September.   

OFFICE CLOSURE
The church office will be closed on 

Monday, May 27, in observance of Memorial 
Day.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Scheduled for Sunday, June 9, at 10:30 

am.  Agenda items include presentation of 
the annual congregational report and election 
of church council members.

CALLING AND VOCATION UPDATE
We have had a wide variety of input from 

the twelve focus groups that met during 
March and ear ly Apr i l . There were 
participants from many different stages of life: 
high school students, single and married 
young adults, parents of younger children, 
middle-aged working people, and retired 
folks. 

The leadership team has been energized 
by these conversations and all the ideas we 
were given. We have a lot of information to 
work with as we move to the next stage of 
planning the first year’s journey along the 
pathway of calling and vocation. The 
leadership team will be writing our proposal 
plan for the first part of our grant from the 
Lilly Foundation through the Collegeville 
Institute. Be watching for some new groups 
and activities in the fall!
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PASTOR EDWIN  continued from previous page

time these are made, the new cycle has moved 
on and we, as consumers of information, never 
hear the corrected information. In the worst of 
cases, the information we consume may be 
shared on Facebook by a friend, but without any 
kind of thought to the credibility of the source or 
the bias of the author or publisher.

Perhaps you have experienced this: sharing 
information on social media that you later find out 
was mistaken, over simplified, or just plain wrong. 
P e r h a p s y o u ’ v e n o t e x p e r i e n c e d t h e 
embarrassment of sharing misinformation, but 
rather have read something that has shaped your 
thoughts on a subject, then later better 
information changed your mind. I have 
experienced that: a moment when a news story 
shared on social media began to shape my own 
thoughts and feelings. I was mad at those people 
for doing that thing . . . only a few days later; a 
more nuanced conversation emerged showing the 
complexity of the situation. I was wrong to have 
judged my neighbors’ actions and words so 
harshly and in doing so I had broken the eighth 
commandment.

Now, I know this conversation has inherent 
political overtones, though it is much broader than 
that. It isn’t my intention to make this political, but 
our faith speaks to our whole life, not just one 
aspect of what we do with our lives. Just as 
gossiping is inherently detrimental to our 
re lat ionship wi th our neighbor, shar ing 
misinformation on the internet that misconstrues 
someone’s position is also harmful to our 
relationship with our neighbor, regardless of 
whether the subject is political or not.

PBS Digital Studios recently released a new 
series hosted by young-adult author and internet 
personality John Green. Titled Navigating Digital 
Information, the ten-part YouTube series examines 
how we can be better consumers of information, not 
just on the internet but in every aspect of our lives. 
This series is part of the Crash Course channel which 
works to provide information to people online through 
easily watchable short videos. For this series, the 
Crash Course team joined forces with MediaWise, a 
digital literacy program of the Pynter Institute focused 
on helping students evaluate the accuracy of digital 
information, and the Stanford History Education 
Group, who developed the curriculum based around 
research on civil online reasoning. The goal

                                               continued next page

SAVE THE DATE!
Help The Hungry Sort Night
Wednesday, June 5th, 5:30-7:30 pm

Look for a sign-up on the youth board or 
contact Susan Hagen at youth@stmarks-
spokane.org if you would like to participate. 
Once you sign up, Susan will contact you and 
provide registration instructions. 

Junior & Senior High Youth: Calvin and 
Kai will be taking the church bus to this 
event. Sign up on the youth board. Bus 
departs St. Mark’s at 5:15. 

Volunteers as young as age nine are 
welcome with a parent/guardian. This is a fun 
way to serve the community as a family! 
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PASTOR EDWIN continued from previous page

of this series is to raise the level of critical 
individual engagement with information we see 
online, in part learning how to do this from 
professional online fact-checkers.

While I would recommend you watch the 
entire series, here is a summary of their most 
interesting tips. First, don’t overlook the potential 
biases (or perspectives, as the series names it) of 
the source, whether author, editor or publisher. 
There is no source without some sort of bias or 
perspective behind it. Rather than seek a single 
non-biased source (which doesn’t exist to begin 
with), diversify your consumption of information so 
that you have a broader perspective on the 
subject. Second, consider the reputability of the 
source. Don’t rely on how nice their website looks; 
consider how they describe themselves and what 
other people say about them. If you don’t 
recognize a source, or don’t believe them to be a 
generally reputable source, take the information 
with a grain of salt and see if other new sources 
confirm the reporting.Third, be mindful that we are 
more likely to trust and share sources that 
reinforce our worldview, without regard to the 
reputability of the source or soundness of the 
arguments made.

Regardless of our political leanings, our age, 
or how internet savvy we are, we as followers of 
Christ should be dedicated to the truth. From the 
commandment “you shall not lie” to the words of 
Jesus “whoever lives by the truth comes into the 
light” (John 3:21), we, as God’s people, are about 
the work of bringing the truth into the world. 
Finding absolute truth we can all agree on is 
challenging in this post-modern world, but it starts 
by being better consumers and sharers of 
information. Rather than sharing misinformation 
that float on the winds like feathers spreading 
irretrievable  falsehoods  to every corner of our 
sphere, we should speak and share with integrity. 
Rather than mischaracterizing our neighbors’ 
position in an uncharitable way, we should 
interpret our neighbors’ actions in the best 
possible light. Perhaps refocusing our dialogue as 
a society on compassion and empathy for our 
neighbor, and using well-sourced evidence to 
inform us, will help us grow as a people less 
focused on winning or being right but rather being 
unified. By God’s grace, may it be so.

Grace and peace in this Easter season,
Pastor Edwin

SUNDAY SCHOOL
The last Godly Play 

S u n d a y S c h o o l i s 
Sunday, May 19. Thank 
you for sharing your 
children with us. Thank 

you also to all of the teachers who have 
volunteered their time every Sunday. Enjoy the 
summer break and we will see you in the fall!

ADULT FORUM
Sundays, 9:45 in the conference room.

This pastor-led series entitled “Why the 
Stories of the Easter Vigil?” has been 
examining the scripture readings from the 
Easter Vigil service. Join us as we finish out 
the year’s Adult Forum. The last Sunday of 
Adult Forum will be May 19.

April 28  Deliverance at the Red Sea 
May 5   The Valley of Dry Bones 
May 12  Jonah is Delivered 
May 19  Deliverance from the Fiery Furnace 

SAVE THE DATE!
St. Mark’s Choir Camp 2019
Monday through Wednesday, August 19 - 21

Calling all incoming first through sixth 
graders! If you’ve ever wanted to try out 
singing in Alleluia choir, this is your chance! 
We fill three awesome days with music, 
games, crafts, workshops, concerts - so, 
basically, FUN!  All St. Mark’s elementary 
school-aged kids are invited.

G o t o t h e S t . M a r k ’ s w e b s i t e , 
www.stmarks-spokane.org to register, and 
put it in your calendar!

Questions? Contact Ann Benson at 
954-9819 or annmbbenson@gmail.com.
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Save the date for VBS 2019!  All kids 
ages three years through sixth grade are 
welcome to join us here at St. Mark’s on 
June 17 - 21, from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. This 
year’s VBS theme is “Roar – Life is Wild. God 
is Good!”  

We will be taking the kids on an African 
adventure, exploring God’s goodness and 
celebrating a ferocious faith to guide them 
through our wild lives.  Roar is filled with 
incredible Bible-learning experiences kids 
see, hear, touch, and even taste!  

G o t o t h e S t . M a r k ’ s w e b s i t e , 
www.stmarks-spokane.org to register. 
Volunteers are needed. Please contact Katie 
Kadlec at kadlecfam@gmail.com if you are 
interested in helping with decorating.

THANK YOU 
Thank you! On behalf of Lutheran World 

Relief, we are grateful to the entire congregation 
at St. Mark’s, and more specifically, the Sunday 
School classes who collected items for Personal 
Care Kits which will be distributed to refugees in 
need in various parts of the world. St. Mark’s 
Eat, Pray, Laugh group also participated in this 
program, procuring items and packing them to 
the exact specifications required by Lutheran 
World Relief.

THANK YOU

Thanks to all who took time out on a busy 
Sunday, Palm Sunday, to help spiff up the 
grounds and sanctuary for Holy Week. Many 
de-waxed, polished, cleaned, and generally 
improved the looks of a large part of St. 
Mark’s – inside and out.

Dear St. Mark’s Family,
Thank you for all your love and support 

during my mom’s illness.  All the beautiful 
cards with caring messages from Mary Cares 
made Mom’s day.  We are truly blessed and 
grateful for everyone at St. Mark’s.

Thank you for being there during it all!
Gib, Karen and Carter Dominguez
The family of Ulla Przewolka

To St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,
On behalf of the Friday Musical Club, I 

thank you for your warm hospitality.  We are 
very appreciative of you welcoming our group 
to have our program St. Mark’s.

With many thanks,
Melissa Drumm
President

To St. Mark’s,
The Mozambique School Lunch Initiative 

sends our deep appreciation for the donation 
to our project from Fat Tuesday’s service.  
Knowing that we have the love and support 
from so many at St. Mark’s truly helps keep 
this project alive.  These donations touch the 
lives of everyone involved.

Thank you!
Cara Myers

Dear Members of St. Mark’s,
Thank you so much for contributing $500 

to help us purchase a new freezer for the 
Neighborhood Sunday Lunch Program at St. 
Ann’s parish. You are a vital part of the 
ongoing success of this program to provide 
Sunday lunch to the less fortunate. God’s 
blessings on you all!

Mary Tyllia on behalf of the Neighborhood 
Sunday Lunch Program 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MONEY MATTERS

Here at St. Mark’s, we make every effort to keep our expenses in line with the congregational 
giving. In the Mortgage Fund, we have kept the expenses under the giving amount. In March the 
giving to the General Fund matched the expenses for the month. When you read this, we will 
have counted your generous Easter contributions which will also help with our general budget 
deficit. Thank you for what you are able to give to your church.

We recently received notice that Thrivent Financial has made a contribution to us. Church 
members who have accounts at this institution can suggest St. Mark’s as a place for them to 
contribute. We appreciate all those Thrivent members who let Thrivent know that St. Mark’s can 
always use additional dollars; thanks to all who have made that effort.

Remember that it is very easy to set up “Simply Giving” to have regular contributions taken 
from your bank account (you choose which one) to St. Mark’s on a continual basis. This makes 
giving automatic and very simple. Please let me know if you would like to get that started. It is 
great for summertime, when people travel and may not be attending church as regularly.

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

Fund
March 
Giving

2019 Operating Budget - Year to Date

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 65,132.40 $ 163,427.64 $ 195,234.17 $ 204,375.81 $ -31,806.53

Mortgage $ 7,598.20 $ 22,044.61 $ 19,094.20 $ 17,571.00 $ 2,950.41



SUNDAY LUNCH AT ST. ANN’S
St. Mark’s volunteers provide a meal at 

St. Ann’s Catholic Church in the East Central 
neighborhood on Sunday, July 7. For those 
who like to plan ahead, mark your calendars 
for September 1, October 13 and December 
22. Meal prep is from 9:30 – 12:30, then 
serving, and cleanup, starting at 12:30 – 3:00 
pm. 

We are looking for new folks to get 
involved with this ministry. Please contact 
Donna Evenson at donnae1111@gmail.com 
or 434-4940 if you are interested in 
participating. This is a great way to show our 
community that we care about everyone! 

SHALOM MINISTRIES is a local charity 
that meets head on the need of the most 
vulnerable members of our community. Last 
year alone they prepared and served 49,272 
meals through our “Dining with Dignity” 
program. Here are some ways you can help. 

• Consider a financial donation by visiting 
the website at www.shalommeal.org.  
• Volunteer to help serve breakfast 
Monday-Thursday at 7:30 am or dinner on 
Tuesday at 4:30 pm.
• Donate products to supplement the basic 
provisions we receive from 2nd Harvest & NW 
Harvest food banks. Most needed items 
include:

brown sugar
syrup
jam or jelly
coffee
coffee creamer packets
margarine or butter
ketchup
rolled oats
pancake batter
6” paper plates
laundry soap
heavy duty garbage bags
18” aluminum foil

Please put your donations in the Shalom 
Ministries basket in the narthex. Thank you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BAPTISMS

Marek Maximillian Bernardi, son of Kirstie 
Dominguez and Max Bernardi, grandson 
of Gib & Karen Dominguez.  Sponsor is 
Erica Grenlund.

FUNERALS

Betty Lou Mohaupt – March 22 (at Heritage)
Claudia Holtz – April 13
Barbara Jo Nelson – May 1
Sally Dominguez – May 10

SYMPATHY

Prayers for the family of Art Berg, brother of 
Patti Berg, at the time of his death.  

Prayers from the family of Mildred Myers, 
mother of Paul Myers, at the time of her 
death. 

Prayers for the family of Ortrud Vatheuer, 
sister of Ina Goetzinger, at the time of her 
death. 

Prayers for the family of Barbara Jo Nelson 
at the time of her death.

Prayers for the family of Joyce Stubbs at the 
time of her death.

Prayers for the family of Sally Dominguez at 
the time of her death. 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Opportunities to Serve

PLEASE NOTE:
Deadline for the June 

Messenger
will move earlier next month,

to  May 10.
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ST. MARK’S WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

Marianne Ophardt 
recent ly moved to 
S p o k a n e i n h e r 
retirement to be closer 
to her children and 
grandchildren. Her son 
and his family attend 
St. Mark’s. Marianne 
grew up in Pasco and 
has lived in New York 
and Prosser for many 
years. She is a retired 
WSU pro fessor o f 
h o r t i c u l t u r e . S h e 
enjoys being retired 
and l ikes spending 

time with family, doing beadwork, painting, 
writing, and gardening. 

Tammie Slater and 
her son Jonathan 
Smith recently moved 
to Spokane (where she 
is originally from) from 
Montana. Jonathan is 
ten years old and 
a t t e n d s M i d w a y 
Elementary School. 
Tammie’s daughter, 
Kaylee, is finishing her 
senior year in Missoula 
a t S e n t i n e l H i g h 

School. Tammie is a teacher, currently 
substituting in several school districts. She 
enjoys hiking, reading, traveling and sight-
seeing, baking, eating, and serving others. 
The thing she would like you to know about 
her is “I love serving God and helping others 
in Christ. I love helping with the homeless. I 
love learning new things.”

Shari and Mike Bolander are both 
originally from Prosser, WA.  During their 
working years, Shari worked as a school 
teacher and Mike was a manager involved in 
human resources for various farm-related 
businesses. After moving to Moses Lake 

where they 
l i v e d f o r 
many years 
w h i l e 
w o r k i n g 
and raising 
their son, 
they moved 
to Spokane 
where they 
h a v e 
re t i red . A 
major draw 
for moving to Spokane is that their son lives 
here with his family. Now that she is retired, 
Shari enjoys crafts, continued involvement in 
public education, cooking and helping at 2nd 
Harvest. Mike’s retirement interests include 
travel, gardening, fishing, and volunteering at 
Sacred Heart. They both play hand bells; 
maybe they should start a hand bell group at 
St. Mark’s!

J o h n 
and Tamara 
Olsen have 
l i v e d i n 
S p o k a n e 
together for 
t h e l a s t 
s e v e r a l 
years. John 
is originally 
f r o m 
S p o k a n e ; 
Tamara was 
raised in the Bellevue/Redmond area on the 
west side of the state. John was a member at St. 
Mark’s years ago; we are happy he is back and 
brought Tamara with him. Between the two, they 
have three adult children. John was in the 
military, was an optometrist and went to culinary 
school at the age of 63! Tamara has training in 
the food industry and worked at Catholic 
Charities as Food Service Coordinator. Tamara 
continues to enjoy food and cooking in her 
retirement years. Now retired, John enjoys 
cooking, writing, and is active in politics. Matthew 
25, from the Bible, has been his lifelong credo. 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SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, May 4, 6:30 pm
     Dinner to share after evening worship on 
the first Saturday of the month. Bring a dish 
serving 10-12 and come for food and 
fellowship. All are welcome.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, May 7, 14, 21, 28, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the 
conference room to study the Scripture texts 
for the week. All are welcome.  

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH 
First Tuesday, May 7, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677

Eat, Pray, Laugh meets in the Parish 
House. All women are invited to this 
fellowship group for conversation, laughter, 
prayer and refreshments.

SUNRISE SAINTS &SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesday, May 8 & 22, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group has lots of laughs and 
crazy discussions about everything, while 
having breakfast. All men are welcome, 
saints and sinners!  Plan to meet at The 
Chalet restaurant on the second Wednesday 
and Perkins (Division and Spokane Falls 
Blvd.) on the fourth Wednesday of the month.   

MOMS CONNECT
Second & Fourth Thursday, May 9 & 23, 9:30 am
Questions:  Katie Kadlec, 360-600-3633

The new Moms Connect group is a 
group for all moms with children from birth 
through the teenage years. Come join us in 
the conference room for about an hour for 
coffee, conversat ion, f r iendship and 
encouragement!  Childcare will be provided.

GEN-X GROUP
Second Tuesday, May 14, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

This group of Gen-X aged men (40’s 
through 50’s) meets various places 
throughout the year. Pastor Eric leads a 
discussion on faith and life issues. This 
month they meet in the Parish House.

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Third Sunday, May 19, at 12:00 noon

This group will meet in the conference 
room with a light lunch being served. Those 
who are in remission or undergoing 
treatments as well as any family members 
are welcome to attend.  Judy Palrud will 
present information from Cancer Care 
Northwest.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday, May 21, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 747-6677

This group has great conversation and 
fellowship with “30ish or younger” folks at 
Two Seven Public House in Lincoln Heights. 
Pastor Edwin will lead a discussion and buy a 
few appetizers to share.

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, May 29, 7:00 am
Questions: Pat Sowder, 747-6677

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights. We will be 
discussing “The Immortal Irishman” by 
Timothy Egan.  All book lovers are 
welcome! 

EMPTY NESTERS
Questions: Susan Hagen, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have 
young adults recently out of high school or 
who will be flying the nest in the next year or 
two. We all bring an appetizer and beverage 
of choice to share.  This month’s date and 
location to be determined.
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CLEAN-UP DAY


