
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ERIC

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colos-
sians 3: 17)

The above biblical quote begins D. Michael 
Bennethum’s book Listen! God Is Calling: Luther 
Speaks of Vocation, Faith, and Work.  Our 
church council has been reading this book in 
light of our St. Mark’s initiative that we are devel-
oping around the idea of how we take our faith 
from Sunday to Monday.  Pastor Kate wrote 
about this for her article last month, but I have 
been thinking about this book and the above bib-
lical quote on a personal, spiritual, and congre-
gational level.

Believe it or not, this year I am beginning my 
21st year as pastor here at St. Mark’s.  This con-
gregation is in my bones.  I love being your pas-
tor.  I love who I get to work with each day.  I love 
the conversations I get to have, knowing the 
promise that Christ is present in this work even 
through the struggles that we go through in trying 
to figure out what is faithful and where God is 
leading.  As it is my 21st year, I am due for an-
other sabbatical. My six-month sabbatical begins 
June 1.  Personally, I will be taking this time to 
think about what God is up to in my life beyond 
my role as a pastor.  In my call as a father, 
brother, husband, neighbor, friend, volunteer -  
how is God calling me?  I am looking forward to 
sabbatical allowing me to connect Sunday to 
Monday in the various ways God is calling me.

Sabbatical is always first to be about rest.  I 
do plan to do that in the months I am gone.  I will 
be doing this through my hobbies of fishing, 
reading, and hiking.  As a person who tends to 
need some structure,  I do have some goals for 
my time away.  On a congregational level I will 
be doing more study on the topic of how to 
bring a stronger connection of faith from inside

                                   

the church walls to outside these walls.  I will be 
meeting with mentors and other pastors, observing 
what they are doing to help their congregation make 
the connection that God is always calling them right 
where they are.  Sabbatical will also include some 
trips, but nothing out of the U.S. this time.  Although I 
will have the difficult task of accompanying my wife 
Katie as she travels to Hawaii for some continuing 
education.  The things we do for love.  
                                                     continued next page
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SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING

A meeting of the congregation has been 
called for Sunday, April 29, at 9:45 am 
(between services). The call committee 
has recommended calling Pastor Edwin 
Weber as Associate Pastor at St. Mark’s.  
In accordance with our by-laws, the con-
gregation is now asked to approve ex-
tending this call at a congregational meet-
ing with a written ballot requiring a 2/3 ma-
jority for approval.  Please plan to attend 
to help make this important decision af-
fecting the future of our church.  

  PENTECOST SUNDAY
  As is our tradition 
  at St. Mark’s, 
  be sure to wear red 
  on Pentecost Sunday, 
  May 20.



PASTOR ERIC          continued from previous page

Please pray for me during this time as I will 
pray for you.  I have a commitment to have an 
occasional lunch with Pastor Kate and possibly 
our new pastor if that comes to pass.  You will 
likely know what the future has in store for us in 
this regard as you read this letter.  Regardless, I 
feel fortunate to call Kate a friend as well as a 
colleague, so we will be staying in touch during 
my time away in regards to future plans and how 
our initiative on vocation is taking shape.  

I will see you all during the month of May.  
And I look forward to what God is continually do-
ing in and through you.

In Christ,
Pastor Eric

WHITWORTH WOMEN’S CHOIR
SPRING CONCERT HERE

The Whitworth Women’s Choir, under the 
direction of St. Mark’s member Debbie Hansen, 
will perform their spring concert at St. Mark’s on 
Sunday, April 29, at 3:00 pm.  Admission is free 
and the concert will last about an hour.  All are 
welcome!

CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s Chancel Choir rehearsals are on 

Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the music room. If you 
are interested in singing in the choir we’d love to 
have you. If you have questions please contact 
Debbie Hansen at 838-8730.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on Mon-

day, May 14, at 7:00 pm in the conference 
room.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on 

Monday, May 28 in observance of Memorial 
Day.

SUMMER SERVICE TIME CHANGE
Beginning June 3, Sunday services will 

change to our summer worship schedule times 
of 8:00 and 9:30 am.  Saturday worship will con-
tinue at 5:30 pm.

SAVE THE DATES 
•  All Church Clean-up Day
  Please save the date of Sunday, June 3 
(10:30-12:30, followed by lunch) for a couple of 
hours of all church clean-up!  We will have teams 
working inside and outside to get our church and 
the grounds tidied up and ready for summer.  
More details to come.

• 8 Lakes Leg Aches Bike Ride 2018
  Another important Lutheran Community Ser-
vices NW event for your calendar!  8 Lakes Leg 
Aches Bike Ride 2018 will be on Saturday, Au-
gust 18.
  Join us for a scenic ride with a touch of the 
burn!  Choose a leisurely 30-mile ride or a more 
challenging 45- or 75-mile trek.  This is one of 
the best biking events in the Northwest!  Visit the 
LCS website at www.lcsnw.org/events or call the 
office at (509)747-8224 for more information or  
to register for any event.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS
Blessings on the birth of Cash Rickye Duncan, 

son of Maria & Cody Duncan and grandson 
of Dave & Flora Cobb.

Blessings on the birth of Parker Annette Reed, 
daughter of Taylor & Blake Reed and grand-
daughter of Art & Jill Nichols.

BAPTISM
Norilee Grace Kimball Chapman, daughter of 

David & Kendra Chapman, on March 31. 
Sponsors are Hannah Kimball-Fuller, Evan 
Fuller, and Kent & Norilee Kimball.

FUNERAL
Jan McLain, mother of Becky Chesterman, on 

April 21 at Heritage Funeral Home. 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  NOTE THIS!

http://www.lcsnw.org/events
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MONEY MATTERS 

March numbers are looking up, our deficit in the General Fund is shrinking, and we continue to have 
a growing surplus in the Mortgage Fund. These numbers are as expected for this time of year.  

Those who use Thrivent Financial to help manage their finances have the opportunity to direct some 
of the company’s charitable dollars to a variety of participating nonprofit organizations and congrega-
tions. There are so many worthwhile programs to direct the funds to, and your Thrivent representative 
can help you in setting that up. St. Mark’s can be designated as the recipient of these Choice dollars. 
Almost every month we receive notification of contributions from Thrivent directed by members at St. 
Mark’s. This is just another way to help St. Mark’s with its mission.  

Thank you. 

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

March 2018 Operating Budget - Year to Date

Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 58,212.66 $ 161,871.89 $ 180,803.96 $ 211,624.25 $  -18,932.07

Mortgage $ 7,504.00 $ 21,561.75 $ 17,571.00 $ 17,571.00 $ 3,990.75

————————————————————-CUT HERE———————————————————
2018 GRADUATES

We will be listing the 2018 graduates in the June Messenger  Please fill out the information below, to 
be included in the newsletter, and return this form to St. Mark’s either by placing it in the offering plate 
or dropping it off at the church office no later than Sunday, May 13.

GRADUATE’S NAME:   _______________________________________
NAME OF SCHOOL:     _______________________________________
DEGREE OBTAINED:
___  HIGH SCHOOL ___ COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY ___ OTHER

Plans for further education:

On Sunday, May 20, we will celebrate with Prayers and Blessings for the Graduates at the 
10:45 am service.  Graduates and their families, please plan to attend.

___ Yes, I plan to be at the worship on May 20 at 10:45 am.

___ No, I do not plan to be at the worship on May 20



Come join us for St. Mark's 2018 
VBS!   

Venture onto an uncharted island where 
kids survive and thrive.  

Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus car-
ries them through life’s storms. 

June 18-22, 2018
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

All kids ages 3 years through incoming 
6th graders are welcome.  Volunteers 

are needed as well!
To register visit:  www. stmarks-

spokane.org/youth/forms
Questions?  Contact Katie Kadlec at 

kadlecfam@gmail.com or (360) 
600-3633

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

There will be no Sunday School on May 6 
due to Bloomsday.  Happy running!

The last Sunday School for the year will be 
Sunday, May 20, in the fellowship hall for a Pen-
tecost Party.  Come celebrate with us by wearing 
red!  There will be a Godly Play Pentecost story, 
as well as games and crafts.  All children and 
families are welcome!

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 
new Sunday School curriculum, Godly Play, a 
success this year!  We had a growing number of 
families and children participate every week.  
The children had a fun year of exploring, learn-
ing, playing and growing in their faith while learn-
ing of God's presence in their lives.  Thank you 
to the volunteers who helped create the class-
rooms by painting manipulatives, sewing, and 
building shelves.  Also, thank you to the following 
parents who volunteered to teach:   

• Anne and Kevin Benson
• Charlotte Mahar
• Jill Manion
• Kate Bassett
• Kendra Chapman
• Jessica Allen

We look forward to growing this ministry next 
year and making it even better!  For more infor-
mation on Godly Play, please visit www.Godly-
PlayFoundation.org. 

ADULT FORUM and BIBLE STUDY
Meet in the conference room at 9:45 am
May 6: Pastors, “Jesus: The Revolution of Love”
May 13: Pastors, “Salvation:  Abundant Life Now”
May 20: Pastor Martin Wells, St. Mark’s Initiative****

**** St. Mark’s congregation is in a discernment 
process of whether to apply for a five-year grant from 
the Collegeville Institute.  This grant would support a 
major initiative at St. Mark’s on the Reformation no-
tion of “vocation,” the calling of members into lives of 
response to God’s gift in baptism.

This forum will introduce the notion of voca-
tion, outline the grant opportunity, and will seek mem-
ber feedback.  Please come and assist with helping 
us set our direction at St. Mark’s! 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Learning for All Ages

http://stmarks-spokane.org/youth/forms
http://stmarks-spokane.org/youth/forms
http://stmarks-spokane.org/youth/forms
mailto:kadlecfam@gmail.com
http://www.GodlyPlayFoundation.org
http://www.GodlyPlayFoundation.org


BITE2GO UPDATE
Submitted by Patti Berg

For those of you new to St. 
Mark’s: The Bite2Go program is a 
supplemental kit of shelf stable food 
for kids on the reduced lunch program 

at school that they take home on Friday.  As we 
know, some kids don’t have access to much food 
at home so every little bit helps.  The program 
has now branched into middle schools and some 
high schools in the area.  It is estimated that over 
2000 middle and high school students across 
eight school districts don’t know if they will have 
enough to eat when they leave school for the 
weekend.

While Franklin Elementary has been under a 
major remodel construction project this year and 
one half of the coming year, they have been 
housed in the former Jefferson Elementary 
school at 37th and Grand.  This was a tough 
move for some of the students and teachers as 
well. We provided kits to 41 children who are in 
great need. This program is coordinated through 
2nd Harvest in Spokane.

Our Bite2Go Program was fortunate enough 
to have several St. Mark’s members come for-
ward and help with the pick-up and delivery of 
these food kits to Franklin.  I want to thank you 
for stepping up.  That took a major burden off the 
shoulders of just two people.

As always, the teachers ask that anyone 
available and willing to do some one-on-one with 
students at the school will be greatly appreciat-
ed.

Should any of you have any questions about 
this program, do not hesitate to contact me at    
443-9170.

SPEAR WINS GRANT

St. Mark’s has supported this East Central 
Neighborhood program for many years with 
Christmas gifts, food donations and many hours 

of time. Donna Huck, a St. Mark’s member, is 
currently the president of SPEAR, and many 
others in our congregation have served in sever-
al capacities. 

It was just announced that SPEAR is one of 
the beneficiaries of Mayor David Condon and his 
wife, Kristin’s annual fundraising event, the 2018 
Our Town Gala! The amount awarded was 
$5000.

THANK YOU

We are grateful to St. Mark’s for your gener-
ous donation of desserts for the Crosswalk kids.

Sincerely,
The Crosswalk Staff 

                             ***
Dear St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Thank you for the birthday cards my husband 
and I received on our birthdays.  We are a week 
apart on our dates, March 24 and April 7.  

So many beautiful cards and your remem-
brance of us.  You get “all” this mail and it just 
“warms your heart.”

Thank you to the Mary Cares people.  

Bless you all.
Jack and Mary Lou Tanner

                             ***

Dear Mary Care Group (Mary truly cares!)
Over the past months your cards, calls and 

visits have been so appreciated.  “Thanks” would 
never cover how grateful I am for your continued 
concern.

I’m so much healthier and am really feeling 
pretty well now.

God bless you all,
Bill Frandsen  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Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve



ANCIENT RHYTHMS FOR MODERN LIFE

Ancient Celtic prayers from the western is-
lands of Scotland have come down to us in vari-
ous forms.

They were usually sung or chanted, by indi-
viduals or by groups working together, as people 
moved through the arduous daily labor of their 
lives. As such they have a rhythm and repetition 
which mirrors the rhythms of the day, of work, of 
life, and of the seasons.

They celebrate the fundamental goodness of 
creation, and remind us of God present every-
where in our lives.

     
As I arise today,
may the strength of God pilot me,
the power of God uphold me,
the wisdom of God guide me.
May the eye of God look before me,
the ear of God hear me,
the word of God speak for me.
May the hand of God protect me,
the way of God lie before me,
the shield of God defend me,
the host of God save me.
May Christ shield me today.
Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit,
Christ when I stand,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of 
me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

Amen.

Circle me, Lord.
Keep protection near

And danger afar.

Circle me, Lord.
Keep hope within.

Keep doubt without.

Circle me, Lord.
Keep light near

And darkness afar.

Circle me, Lord.
Keep peace within.

Keep evil out.

As the rain hides the stars,
as the autumn mist

hides the hills,
as the clouds veil

the blue of the sky, so
the dark happenings of my lot

hide the shining of thy face from me.
Yet, if I may hold thy hand in the darkness,

it is enough, since I know,
that though I may stumble in my going,

Thou dost not fall.
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Wednesday, May 2, 6:00-7:30 pm
Come for a group meeting and meet Pastor 

Dave Haven from Wenatchee. Pastor Haven is 
our Synod Day Coordinator at the Gathering. He 
will fill us in on our role during Synod Day events 
and will share some music with us too. All youth 
attending the Gathering need to be at this 
meeting. Contact Susan with any questions, 
747-6677.

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who sup-

ported the recent Hoedown to 
Houston dinner and auction. 
Thank you for your contribu-
tions, bids, and donations, and 
for attending the event. A spe-
cial thank you to the parents 
who worked so hard to make 
this event a reality. It was a fun 

opportunity for fellowship at St. Mark’s. 
We will soon be on our way to Houston for 

the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. The young 
people in this group know they are surrounded 
by a loving and supportive community that will be 
here to welcome them home and to listen to their 
stories of Houston.

With grateful hearts,
Susan Hagen  
and the 2018 St. Mark’s Youth Gathering Group

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the 
conference room with Pastor Eric or Pastor Kate 
to study the Scripture texts for the week.  

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, May 1, 7:00 pm

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish 
house.  All women are invited to this fellowship 
group for conversation, laughter, prayer and re-
freshments.
 
SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wed., May 9 & 23, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet 
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll have 
lots of laughs and crazy discussions about 
everything, while having breakfast. All men are 
welcomed, saints or sinners!

RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, May 10, at 10:00 am

All women are welcome to join us at the 
church for refreshments, conversation and a 
brief Bible study led by Pastor Kate or Pastor 
Eric.

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, May 11, 10:00 am

This group meets on the second Friday of 
each month.  In May we will meet at St. Mark’s at 
10:00 and walk around Manito Park. All women 
are welcome! 

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Tuesday, May 15, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

This group has great conversation and fel-
lowship with this “30ish or younger” folks at 
Two Seven Public House in Lincoln Heights. One 
of our pastors will lead a discussion and buy a 
few appetizers to share.
                                                     continued next page
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YOUTH 
GATHERING
GROUP
MEETING

          THANK YOU, ST. MARK’S!

Faith and Fellowship Groups



GROUPS                   continued from previous page

DIAKONIA GUILD
Fourth Tuesday, May 22, 11:00 am

Diakonia, an auxiliary of Lutheran Communi-
ty Services, will meet at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church for a potluck luncheon.

EMPTY NESTERS
Questions: Pastor Eric or Susan Hagen, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be 
flying from the nest in the next year or two. The 
next meeting will be at the home of Shaun and 
Stacey Smith on June 24. 

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, May 30, 7:00 am 

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book for 
discussion is “Dead Wake” by Erik Larson.  If you 
wish to read ahead, we have chosen “Bear 
Town” by Fredrick Bachman to discuss on June 
27.  All book lovers are welcome!

ST. MARK’S NEW BUS IS HERE!!!
At their last meeting, the church council au-

thorized the purchase of a brand new 15-pas-
senger shuttle bus, which has just arrived!   

W i t h y o u r 
generous dona-
t ions we are 
n o w t h r e e -
fourths of the 
way to paying 
for this bus.  If 
you would still 
l i k e t o g i v e , 
there are extra 
envelopes in the 
pews o r jus t 
w r i t e “ V a n 
Drive” on the 
memo line of 
your check.  

T h i s n e w 
bus wi l l help 
provide many 
new opportuni-
ties for our min-
istries.  

Thank you! 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