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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ERIC
There is an old superstition around church
circles that deaths happen in threes in a congregation. While I am not the superstitious type, I
will say that as I write this, we are in the midst of
celebrating three funerals. Celebrating because
we know death doesn’t have the last word. Three
saints were laid to rest. We said our goodbyes to
Marissa Silbernagel, Jordis Larson and Dorie
Swanson. Marissa was 15, Jordis and Dorie
were in their 90’s. It is at a funeral where the
church shines because truth is spoken. These
three saints were also sinners, and God has
claimed them just as they were!
The promise in this life is that more deaths
and more funerals are around the corner
whether they come in threes or not. That truth
was marked on many of you on Valentine’s Day
this year in the sign of a cross with the words,
“Remember that you are dust and to dust you
shall return.” Yes, Valentine’s Day fell on Ash
Wednesday this year, and I joked with some of
you that I wanted Kate and me to mark you with
crosses inside a heart. As I think about it now, it
is not a half bad idea. Because the cross is the
greatest sign of love the world has ever known.
The morning after Ash Wednesday, The
Spokesman Review reported on another tragedy,
another school shooting. Seventeen people had
their lives cut short through senseless violence.
One picture captured a mother with a cross
marked in ash on her forehead holding her
daughter who physically survived the shooting
but may be emotionally scarred forever. On her
mother’s head, a cross and the reminder “remember you are dust.” It is a reminder that we
are claimed by love in life and claimed by love
when we return to dust.
There are some things that the cross doesn’t
promise us. The cross doesn’t promise us that
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OUR LENTEN JOURNEY TO EASTER
Lenten Soup Suppers,
Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm
A Lenten Journey to the Easter Vigil with
Holden Evening Prayer, 7:00 pm
March 7 - Deliverance at the Red Sea
March 14 - Salvation freely offered to all
March 21 - Deliverance from the fiery furnace

WE INVITE YOU TO SHARE THE JOY
THAT IS EASTER
Join us as we experience through worship
the events of Holy Week and Easter
PALM SUNDAY, March 25
Holy Communion, 8:30 & 10:45 am
MAUNDY THURSDAY, March 29
Confessions, Foot Washing & Holy
Communion, 7:00 pm
GOOD FRIDAY, March 30
Reflection and Intercession, 7:00 pm
EASTER VIGIL, March 31
Service of Light, Baptism & Holy Communion,
7:00-8:30 pm (no 5:30 pm service)
EASTER SUNDAY, April 1
Holy Communion, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am
Child care available at all services.
Note changes in worship times for Easter
Sunday

PASTOR ERIC
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we will live into our 90’s or into our teens or past
a day. The cross doesn’t promise us that we will
escape pain, enjoy the good life or be successful. The cross doesn’t promise lives won’t be cut
short, good people won’t have bad things happen or that life will be fair. The cross doesn’t
promise that more school shootings won’t take
place.
But there is much the cross of Christ and
thus our faith does promise. Crosses marked in
ash remind us that we don’t start with the cross,
we end with the cross. As a friend of mine likes
to say, “The cross is the last stop for sin, death
and delusions of grandeur.” It is at this point that
God fully claims us. The words were whispered
at the baptisms of Marissa, Jordis, and Dorie.
“You have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
you are mine forever.” Through time and space
these words are now proclaimed through the
heavens. The cross is a sign that God’s reach
goes through even the gates of death showing a
love that conquers all.
As you look at the cross this Lent, remember
you are dust. Remember even more that you
are loved even through the gates of death.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Be sure to put Sunday, March 11, on your
calendar as the clock changes for Daylight Saving Time. Remember to spring forward one hour
on Saturday night!
CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s Church Council will meet on Monday, March 12, at 7:00 pm in the conference
room.
CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s Chancel Choir rehearsals are on
Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the music room. If you
are interested in singing in the choir we’d love to
have you. If you have questions please contact
Debbie Hansen at 838-8730.
SPRING CLEANUP DAY
Let’s join together for a few hours of cleaning
around the church on Sunday, March 18, after
second service. Wear your work clothes to
service, enjoy a light lunch together, and then
tackle some much needed cleaning projects,
both inside and outside. Help get the church
ready for Holy Week and Easter.

A Blessed Lenten Journey to You,

Pastor Eric

NEW MEMBER DINNERS
AND INQUIRER CLASSES

NOTE THIS !

New Member Dinner and Inquirer classes
start Sunday, April 8, and continue on April
15, and April 29 (please note change due to
scheduling conflict) at 5:00 pm.
Each week we have dinner together with
one of our pastors, staff members and a few
church members, followed by informational
classes about the Lutheran faith and what
we do here at St. Mark's.
We encourage our members to share this
information with anyone who might benefit. If
you are considering becoming a member of
St. Mark's Lutheran Church on Sunday, May
6, please call or email Loris Stupel at
747-6677 or finance@stmarks-spokane.org.

SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Come to the next Social Ministry meeting and
find out what’s going on. The next meeting is on
Sunday, March 11, at noon in the office. If you
have questions, feel free to chat with one of the
pastors. For those who like to mark their calendar ahead of time, the next time St. Mark’s
serves a meal at St. Ann’s in the East Central
neighborhood is Sunday, April 8. Please contact
Donna Evenson at 434-4940 or gdevenson@yahoo.com. We are looking for more volunteers for
this worthwhile program.
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MONTHLY MONEY TALK

January
Fund

2018 Operating Budget – Year to Date

Giving

Giving

Expenses

Budgeted

Net - YTD

General

$ 48,470.57

$ 48,470.57

$ 59,947.88

$ 70,541.42

$ -11,539.17

Mortgage

$ 6712.00

$ 6712.00

$ 5757.00

$ 5857.00

$ 855.00

Thanks to your giving in 2017, we ended the year $ 25,000 ahead of projections. Being down
$11,000 in January is not atypical – it happens most years, especially after large Christmas giving.
If you are a member of Thrivent Lutheran Financial Services, there is another way you can help
St. Mark’s get additional funding. By directing Choice Dollars through Thrivent Choice, eligible
members recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant dollars. We are so grateful when our church members designate St. Mark’s to receive some of this
money. We received over $1,000 from Thrivent just last month in this manner.
In regards to cash flow, we are in good shape because we are starting the year with a large
cushion in our general fund account. As we further explore the purchase of a new van, it is nice to
have this amount to put towards that.
Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

THANK YOU

After receiving two more names of pastoral
candidates from Bishop Kuempel in January, the
Call Committee had Skype-type interviews with
both them. One candidate was released as she
did not seem a good fit with our needs at St.
Mark’s.
The Call Committee is very interested in the
other candidate and is making arrangements to
have an in-person interview this spring. He will
be introduced to the congregation at the Sunday
morning worship services. We will let you know
as soon as we have the dates confirmed.

St. Mark’s Staff and Members,
Thank you so much for everything you have
done for me these past twelve-plus years! Working
in the church nursery has been very rewarding in
so many ways. I love children and made so many
long-term memories and relationships with the kids
and their families!
It’s hard for me to move on but I’m so grateful
for my new job opportunities.
Love,
Sammy Smith
Sammy Smith has been such an important part of
our ministry to families with young children as she
served in our nursery during worship times and other
events at St. Mark’s over the past twelve years. Sammy
started working in the nursery as a teenager with her
mother, Karin. They have provided a wonderfully welcoming and safe place for our young children. Thank
you, Sammy. We wish you well with your new job.
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Thank you, thank you to all who contributed
in a myriad of ways to make Fat Tuesday at St.
Mark’s a success. The fabulous music, wonderful
tasty desserts and festive decorations all made
the event such a great outreach to the community. A good time was had by all! Fat Tuesday,
marking the beginning of Lent at St. Mark’s, is
always a special event. The sunny day brought a
big turnout, and everyone appreciated the beautiful jazz mass. I especially appreciate those
who brought a dessert by the church even
though they were not able to attend the service.
You will be happy to know that, as with all our
events, extra food is put to good use at food programs around Spokane. In this case, the extra
desserts were taken to Volunteers of America’s
Crosswalk shelter downtown, which serves our
homeless youth. As it coincided with Valentine’s
Day, the workers there said the youth would especially appreciate some extra sweet treats.
Thanks to all who made this enjoyable service
happen.
***
Eric,
I wanted to thank you and your congregation
for your incredible support of our Bite2Go program at Franklin Elementary. Your generosity
means that many of our food insecure students
leave school on Friday confident that they will
have at least a few meals over the weekend.
Thank you,
Buz Hollingsworth
Principal, Franklin Elementary

THANK YOU
Many heartfelt thanks for the many thoughts,
prayers, cards and visits from my special St. Mark’s
family. It has certainly brightened my recovery
days and the prayer shawl has brought me many
hours of warmth and comfort. I have been so
blessed by each of you—Pastors and members.
Vange Moeller
***
Dear St. Mark's Congregation and Staff,
Thank you for all of your thoughts, prayers,
cards, and visits during my surgery and recovery
these past few months. Your support has meant
so much to not only me, but my family as well. I
am also thankful for all of the parents who have
stepped in and taught the Sunday School classes every week. I feel very blessed to be a part of
the St. Mark's family. Thank you!
Katie Kadlec

***
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,
Your incredible generosity in 2017 allowed us
to feed nine children for an entire year. Thank
you! May the Lord richly bless you for what you
have so generously given for the least of these.
Happy New Year,
Jessica Knopf
Development Advisor for Feed My Starving Children
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Learning for All Ages
ADULT FORUM AND BIBLE STUDY
Sunday mornings in March, our pastors will
continue leading a Bible study using a resource
entitled “Animate!” This series has a very fresh
approach to an overview of the Bible. It challenges some ideas about how Scripture works
and is a good fit for people with varied backgrounds and levels of experience with the Bible.
Meet in the conference room at 9:45 am.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Godly Play Sunday
School continues in the
Parish House at 9:45 am
for three year olds through
sixth graders. All are welcome!
There will be no
Sunday School on Sunday,
April 1 or April 8 due to
Easter and spring break. Classes will resume on
Sunday, April 15, with a new Godly Play story.
Happy Easter!

DINNER AND AUCTION
COMING APRIL 22
Come support our youth
attending the National Youth
Gathering in Houston. Watch
for more details about this
affair which will include a
silent auction, live auction,
dinner, much fun and fellowship. In true Texas
style – this event will be BIG! Don’t miss this opportunity to support our amazing young people!

Walking with the Light
& Confirmation winter session has concluded. Thank
you to all of the parent volunteers who helped set up and
clean up on Wednesday
nights. A special thank you to
Jean Boucher and family for
cooking for us all year long! WWL will be back in
September!

ST. MARK’S NEEDS
A NEW BUS
It’s time to retire the
big blue van. We are in
the process of procuring
a new transport vehicle
for the church. The goal is to have a bus that can accommodate all ages with ease. This new bus will seat
14 passengers plus a driver and will not require a
CDL to operate it. It will have a much easier entrance
with entry steps and grab rails plus a ceiling height
that allows passengers to stand and move to their seat
down a center aisle. The bus we hope to purchase will
also have a separate storage area for luggage – important for retreats and longer trips. The congregation voted to apply some budget surplus from 2017 toward
the purchase of this vehicle but we have a long way to
go! Please consider if you are able to make a financial
contribution toward this endeavor.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
SCHEDULES DURING LENT
Wednesday night youth group will continue
through Lent for junior high and senior high
youth. Meet at the church at 6:00 pm for soup
supper and youth group time. We will all go to
Holden Evening Prayer together from 7-7:30.
Join Kai, Calvin and Naomi and your St. Mark’s
friends on Wednesday nights!
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Faith and Fellowship Groups
CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Second Sunday, March 11, 12:00 noon
This group will meet in the conference room.
Pastor Kate will be the speaker. Sandwiches
and a salad will be served. This group is for
those who have or have had cancer and for
their family members and friends.

SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, March 3, 6:30 pm
On the first Saturday of each month you are
welcome to join us for a potluck immediately following the 5:30 service. Great food! Great fellowship! Bring your favorite dish and join this fun
group!
SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, March 6, 13, 20, 27, 10:30 am
This is a Bible-based conversation in the
conference room with Pastor Eric or Pastor Kate
to study the Scripture texts for the week.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday, March 20, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677
Come for great conversation and fellowship
with this “30ish or younger” group at Two Seven Public House in Lincoln Heights. One of our
pastors will lead a discussion and buy a few appetizers to share.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, March 6, 7:00 pm
Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish
house. All women are invited to this fellowship
group for conversation, laughter, prayer and refreshments.

EMPTY NESTERS

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wed., March 14 & 28, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040
This men’s group meets at The Chalet
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd. You’ll have
lots of laughs and crazy discussions about
everything, while having breakfast. All men are
welcomed, saints or sinners!

Sunday, March 5, 4:00pm
Questions: Pastor Eric or Susan Hagen,
747-6677
This group is for parents who have young
adults recently out of high school or who will be
flying from the nest in the next year or two. This
month we will meet at the home of Sue and Gar
Garrison. Please bring an appetizer to share and
your drink of choice.

RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, March 8, at 10:00 am
All women are welcome to join us at the
church for refreshments, conversation and a
brief Bible study led by Pastor Kate or Pastor
Eric.

DIAKONIA GUILD
Fourth Tuesday, March 27, 2:00 pm
Diakonia, an auxiliary of Lutheran Community Services, will meet at St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church, 9706 N. Division.

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, March 9, 10:00 am
This group meets on the second Friday of
each month. In March we will meet at St. Mark’s
at 10:00 to carpool to the Jundt Art Museum on
the Gonzaga campus. All women are welcome!

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, March 28, 7:00 am
St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights. The book for
discussion is “The Sasquatch Hunter’s Almanac”
by Sharma Shields. All book lovers are welcome!
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REVELERS
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REVELERS, continued from previous page
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