
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KATE

Dear People of God at St. Mark’s,
By the time you read this Pastor Eric will 

have begun his six month sabbatical starting 
June 1.  You probably realize that Pastor Eric is 
very dedicated and conscientious.  He constantly 
keeps on his heart the people of our congrega-
tion who need care: those with health problems 
or who are in the hospital, those who are dealing 
with family issues, those who are struggling with 
faith issues, and those who have any other kind 
of need about which he knows.  He also keeps in 
mind the practical matters of our congregation 
like finances, schedules, events, maintenance 
and whatever comes up for the day-to-day work 
and ministry that happen at St. Mark’s.  So, as 
you can imagine, it will be very good for him to 
have a long break for rest and renewal.  We pray 
for Pastor Eric to have some blessed peace in 
the next six months – and some fun!  Meanwhile, 
I am available for conversation, care, and what-
ever needs arise.

It won’t be too long until Pastor Edwin joins 
us on July 1.  I am very much looking forward to 
working with him.  It will be good for him to have 
the summer to settle in here.  Eric, Edwin and I 
have already had some very good conversations 
and exchange of emails.  Pastor Edwin is a de-
lightful young man.  It will be stimulating for us to 
have a new voice around here.  And I believe our 
congregation will benefit from Pastor Edwin’s 
many gifts.  Even though Pastor Eric is on sab-
batical, the three of us will be having some 
lunches together so Eric is involved in the con-
versation as Edwin is becoming part of the pas-
toral team.  Please remember to pray for Pastor 
Edwin as he is leaving his current congregation, 
getting married and moving to Spokane from An-
chorage.  Even though those are positive 
changes, there is still stress involved for him and 
for Freddie.

                                            continued page 2

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR EDWIN

Pastor Edwin Weber will begin his ministry at 
St. Mark’s on July 1. His biography and credentials 
were circulated to the congregation during the call 
process, so below is a more informal introduction. 
The photos above show him enjoying the Alaskan 
landscape, and officiating at a baptism.

Greetings, siblings in Christ!
I am overjoyed to have accepted your call to 

be your Associate Pastor at St. Mark’s. I hope 
soon to be there and to start my ministry with you. 
As I look forward to our mutual ministry in Christ, I 
thought I’d take a moment to share a little bit 
about me and what is going on in my life as I 
make my way to Spokane in the coming weeks.

As I am sure you can image, Anchorage is 
behind on the change of seasons compared to 
Spokane. We have had a colder and wetter than 
usual spring, which has been a bit disappointing 
as Freddie and I have been looking forward to 
melting snow and the opportunity to explore the 
vast wilderness Alaska has to offer. The trees 
have only just started to put out their leaves and 
the great greening of the valleys has begun. We 
enjoy hiking, camping, and backpacking a lot, so 
with the warming weather we look forward to 
squeezing in every opportunity for outdoor adven-
tures before we move.                                                
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PASTOR KATE         continued from previous page

One of the ways we will welcome Pastor Ed-
win is with his installation celebration.  Bishop 
Kuempel will be here on July 29 to install him at 
the 9:30 a.m. service.  We will continue with a 
brunch afterwards.  I hope that many of you will 
be present that day to support Pastor Edwin in 
his new ministry at St. Mark’s.  I vividly remem-
ber the morning of my installation here as a very 
joyful time, eight years ago.  I was so happy to 
receive the call to St. Mark’s and I felt very wel-
comed and supported that day.  

Summer is usually a more relaxed time 
around the church.  The staff eats lunch on the 
back porch and sometimes we go for walks to-
gether at noon.  There are fewer evening meet-
ings as some of our groups take a break for July 
and August.  But we seem to find plenty to do.  
There are already a couple of memorial services 
scheduled.  The staff and pastors do a lot of 
planning for all the fall programs. 

It’s good to get some healthy outdoor time.  
There are active pursuits like playing sports, hik-
ing, camping, fishing, or boating.  There may be 
more opportunities for you to spend with friends 
and family.  Perhaps you will find space to do 
some volunteering with organizations that care 
for the vulnerable ones in our society.  May you 
also find some quiet times for prayer and center-
ing yourself in the Lord.  In the midst of it all, we 
give thanks for the fullness of our lives and for a 
strong community of faith where we are remind-
ed of God’s grace-filled love and we celebrate 
the Lord’s presence with us.

Have a blessed summer.  May you also be 
renewed during this season of sunshine and 
warmth.

 
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Kate

PASTOR EDWIN       continued from previous page

The colder-than-typical season has not been 
lost on us, however. Another great pastime of 
mine is cooking, including cuisine from all over 
the world and dishes that are a bit more compli-
cated to make. The seasonal farmers’ markets 

have started up, so I have availed myself of fresh 
local ingredients in my cooking. Recently, we 
made ramen from scratch, a two-day endeavor, 
but it was well worth it as I appreciate learning 
new dishes and techniques. It was also deli-
cious!

Our love for ramen is not new as Freddie and 
I were blessed to be able to travel to Japan last 
summer, visiting for my niece and nephew’s 
graduation last year. Travel is another one of our 
pleasures in life. In particular, I enjoy learning 
about new cultures, peoples, and food. I have 
been blessed to travel quite a bit, both domesti-
cally and abroad, throughout my life. I take joy in 
seeing the diversity of God’s creation as well as 
the opportunity to meet new people.

During this time of transition, Freddie and I 
are also looking forward to our marriage on June 
7. We will gather with a few close family and 
friends for an intimate service at the Alaska 
Botanical Gardens and then treat folks to dinner 
afterwards at one of our favorite local restau-
rants. We are happy to be welcoming folks from 
across the country as our friends and family 
gather in Anchorage to celebrate with us, many 
coming to Alaska for the first time. My 5-year-old 
nephew is in for quite an adventure! After the 
marriage, Freddie and I will drive down to 
Spokane. We hope to camp along the way and 
enjoy opportunities to take landscape pho-
tographs (a hobby of Freddie’s). With a late June 
arrival in Spokane, I look forward to my ministry 
beginning at St. Mark’s July 1.

I hope this gives you a little flavor of who I 
am and what is going on 
in my life. At the very 
least, you now know my 
top three hobbies: out-
door things, cooking, 
and traveling. And you 
know how to pray for 
me right now: for my 
upcoming marriage and 
move. Until we can 
share these things to-
gether,

Grace and peace to you, 
Pastor Edwin  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Edwin and Freddie in Tokyo



SUMMER SERVICE TIME CHANGE
Beginning June 3, Sunday services change 

to our summer worship schedule times of 8:00 
and 9:30 am.  Saturday worship continues at 
5:30 pm.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
The office will be open Monday through 

Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm during the 
summer months of June, July, and August.  
Please leave a phone message at 747-6677 or 
email the office at office@stmarks-spokane.org if 
you need to contact the church when the office is 
closed.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
St. Mark’s annual congregational meeting is 

scheduled for Sunday, June 10, after second 
service at 10:30 am.  Agenda items include pre-
sentation of the annual report and election of 
new council members.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on Mon-

day, June 11, at 7:00 pm in the conference 
room.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on 

Wednesday, July 4, for Independence Day and 
on Tuesday, July 10, for a staff retreat.

 
ALL-CHURCH CLEANUP

It’s that time of year again, when we all pitch 
in to give our church and grounds a good dose of 
SPRING CLEANING! 

Feel free to wear work clothes to church to 

be ready to work after worship.
Day: Sunday, June 3
Time: 10:30-12:30 
(followed by a lunch provided at church)
Outside workers are asked to bring their own 

gardening tools. And if you have a truck that can 
be used to haul away debris, that would be very 
welcome too!

Church staff will be both inside and outside to 
help organize jobs to be done, so you only need 
to bring yourself and be ready to spend some 
quality time with your favorite church family. We 
hope to see you there!

SUMMER VOLUNTEERS:
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Haven’t filled out your summer volunteer 
form? 

It’s not too late to either change your 
summer preferences or sign up to volunteer 
for the first time! Summer Volunteer forms 
can be found on the narthex desk and in the 
church office. 

If you know you’re going to be out of 
town for part of the summer, this is the per-
fect way to make sure you are scheduled to 
volunteer only when you are going to be 
around. Please a take a few minutes to 
complete your form soon…and have a won-
derful summer!

FLOWERS AT WORSHIP
Did you ever wonder about the sanctuary 

flowers up in front of the pulpit? They are given 
by you! Anyone in the congregation is invited to 
sign up to contribute flowers for a special occa-
sion or just because. 

They should arrive at the church on Friday 
before 3:00 pm and the church office should be 
informed of the occasion early in the week, so 
the information can be put in the worship bulletin. 

The sign-up poster for this opportunity is on 
the wall bordering the fellowship hall near the 
front door to the church. This is a great way to 
recognize an anniversary or a date that is of sig-
nificance to you. 

                                            more Notes next page  

�3

   NOTE THIS!

PASTOR EDWIN’S INSTALLATION
Save the date!  Pastor Edwin’s installation 

will be on Sunday, July 29, at 9:30 am with 
Bishop Kuempel officiating.  A celebratory 
brunch will follow.

mailto:office@stmarks-spokane.org


Notes continued from previous page

NURSERY NEWS
The staff and families of St. Mark’s would like to 

thank Karin Smith for her wonderful loving care of 
our young children in St. Mark’s nursery during wor-
ship and other events at church.
  Karin started her ministry to our kids in 2005.  She 
has been instrumental in seeing the nursery grow 
and helping to provide great staffing as she trained 
many of our youth to work in the nursery including 
her own children, Sammy and Dillon.  Her leader-
ship and insight were also significant when the nurs-
ery was moved to its current location on the second 
floor.  

Karin is leaving her staff position to spend more 
time with her family and new grandchild.  She will be 
missed. 

As we looked for Karin’s replacement, we were 
grateful to find another St. Mark’s family with experi-
ence working with children.  Ronna and Angie Heide 
will be staffing the nursery during Sunday worship.  
We also will continue to call upon our youth who 
have expressed interest in providing care.  It’s im-
portant that everyone, including our families with 
young children, feel welcome at St. Mark’s.  

BUS BUSINESS
The new St. Mark’s 15-passenger bus is now 

here.  It’s first big trip occurred over Memorial 
Day weekend when our youth traveled in the bus 
to Chelan for the Holden Village Youth Weekend 
Retreat.  Ask them about making this trip in air 
conditioned comfort. In addition to taking our 
youth on other outings this summer, we will be 
using it to transport SPEAR kids to Lutherhaven 
and our VBS program. 

We also hope to plan activities for adults that 
use the bus.  One of the most important usages 
will be to schedule driving our residents in re-
tirement communitites to worship.  This will re-
quire members who are willing to volunteer to 
provide this important ministry.  Please contact 
Debbie Olson or the office if you are willing to 
volunteer to drive on Sunday mornings.  Hopeful-
ly, we can begin this service in the fall. 

Thank you to the 75 households who donated 
to the van drive that made this purchase possible. 
What a tremendous response! St. Mark’s mem-
bers are always very generous when there is a 
special need and this bus was definitely needed.  
We are still about $10,000 short of our goal to pay 
off the bus so donations are still welcome.   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MONEY MATTERS

Easter was at the beginning of April this year, and our congregation gave generously with $12,000 
being received in designated Easter offerings. In addition, the gap between giving and expenses in the 
General Fund is shrinking, so we are happy to go into the quieter summer months closer to where we 
should be financially. 

Historically, monthly giving decreases in the summer months. Although many enjoy a vacation in the 
summer, church expenses don’t go on vacation. Please consider the Simply Giving program, which al-
lows you to set up direct transfer from your bank account to the church. This helps with consistent giving 
throughout the year. Feel free to give me a call and I can easily set this up. 

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

April 2018 Operating Budget - Year to Date

Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General  $ 71,170.65 $ 233,042.78 $ 244,298.92 $ 282,165.67 $  -11,256.14

Mortgage $ 9,198.30 $ 30,761.29 $ 23,428.00 $ 23,428.00 $ 7,333.24



COME JOIN US FOR VBS 2018!  
Registration is open.   

All kids ages three years through 6th grade 
are welcome to attend VBS here at St. Mark’s on 
June 18-23 from 9:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.   

At Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover how Je-
sus rescues us through life’s storms.   Ship-
wrecked is filled with incredible Bible-learning 
experiences which kids see, hear, touch, and 
even taste !  Regis ter a t www.stmarks-
spokane.org/youth.   Questions?   Call Katie 
K a d l e c a t 3 6 0 - 6 0 0 - 3 6 3 3 o r e m a i l a t 
Kadlecfam@gmail.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
     Sunday School is over for this school year. 
We will see you again in September. Have a 
good summer!

NINTH ANNUAL ST. MARK’S CHOIR CAMP
Tuesday-Thursday, August 14-16

Here’s an opportunity for kids at St. Mark’s to 
spend three fun-filled days learning about music, 
playing games, taking in interesting concerts and 
workshops and coming away feeling GREAT 
about singing in Alleluia Choir!   We’ll meet each 
day  at 9:00 am and wrap up by 3:00 pm. 

If your child is entering grades 1-6 next fall 
and would like a chance to try out Alleluia Choir 
(no obligation—just try it out!) this is a PERFECT 
activity.  We’d love to have you there!

For more information or to request registra-
tion materials, contact Ann Benson at 954-9819 
or annmbbenson@gmail.com.

SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION

Summer Family Camps, Shoshone Base 
Camp and Lutherhaven

Everything from a family festival vacation at 
Shoshone Mountain Retreat, Ranch Hands 
Weekend, Father/Child Weekend and even a 
Wild Women at the Ranch Weekend! Be sure to 
check out all the fun camps available at www.-
Lutherhaven.com.

Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp
Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp offers a 

Christ-centered camping experience for people 
of all ages. Camps are for 3rd -12th grade, family 
camps, adult adventure trips, backpacking, rock 
& raft, servant trips, retreats, and more! Go to 
http://flbc.net for more information, or pick up a 
brochure in the church office.

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH!

There are many ways to stay in touch with 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. To learn more about 
our worship, activities, and events (or just for 
fun!) check out the following links and options. 
Social Media
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/StMarksSpokane
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stmarksspokane
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/StMarksSpokane 

Website:  www.stmarks-spokane.org  
So much information is available online:  Sunday 

sermons, calendars, staff contact links, youth informa-
tion including registration/payment options, events, 
services, pictures, and much more. 

Email: If you provide your email address we can 
send you the newsletter and other emails with infor-
mation on worship and events.  Send your email ad-
dress to finance@stmarks-spokane.org. Please do let 
us know if you prefer to receive the email version of 
the newsletter only; if so we can save a tree.

Looking for the Sunday sermons?  Go to 
http://stmarks-spokane.org/#/worship/sermons

Contact Loris Stupel at finance@stmarks-
spokane.org or 747-6677 at St. Mark’s if you 
need assistance or have any questions.   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Learning for All Ages
(Summer Fun Too!)

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/youth
http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/youth
mailto:Kadlecfam@gmail.com
mailto:annmbbenson@gmail.com
http://www.Lutherhaven.com
http://www.Lutherhaven.com
http://flbc.net
https://www.facebook.com/StMarksSpokane
https://www.instagram.com/stmarksspokane
https://twitter.com/StMarksSpokane
http://www.stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
http://stmarks-spokane.org/#/worship/sermons
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
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SUNDAY LUNCH AT ST. ANN’S
St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal at 

St. Ann’s church, in the East Central neighbor-
hood, on Sunday, June 3. 

We have fun visiting with one another while 
cooking, serving, and cleaning up afterwards.  
Meal prep is from 9:30 am – 12:30 pm, then 
serving and cleanup, starting at 12:30 until 
around 2:30. Please contact Donna Evenson at 
gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 if you are 
interested in participating. 

Later in the summer we serve on Sunday, 
July 29, so mark your calendars. 

So, there are several volunteer options for 
Sunday, June 3: cleaning the church or cooking, 
serving and cleaning up at St. Ann’s.

BITE2GO
  Forty-one children at Franklin 

Elementary now go home on Fridays 
with shelf-stable, healthy food to 
make it through the weekend, 

thanks to the many St. Mark’s members who 
have committed to this program. In addition to 
the financial commitment, St. Mark’s also has 
several folks who donate their time by picking up 
the food from 2nd Harvest and delivering it to 
Franklin Elementary, which for this school year is 
housed in the former Jefferson School just up 
the street at Grand and 37th Avenue.

As with most things, the cost of food contin-
ues to go up. The Bite2Go program is requesting 
contributions of $180 to support a child for the 
school year, up from $144. We have been in-
volved in this program for several years, and this 
is the first price increase we have seen. We 
hope that St. Mark’s will continue to help these 
children. The program will start back up in Sep-
tember and run through the school year.

SAVE THE DATE!
ST. MARK’S AT THE SPOKANE INDIANS
Wednesday, July 25th

It’s $1 Family Feast Night!  Tickets are $11 
(upper box seats).  Enjoy some summer baseball 
with your St. Mark’s friends. 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th

Project to be announced later this summer. 
Plan on bringing the whole family on this national 
day of service for the ELCA. 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Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve



 
8 LAKES LEG ACHES BIKE RIDE 2018

An important Lutheran Community Services 
NW event for your calendar!  8 Lakes Leg Aches 
Bike Ride 2018 will be on Saturday, August 18. 
This is the 20th anniversary of this event.

Join us for a scenic ride with a touch of the 

burn!  Choose a leisurely 30-mile ride or a more 
challenging 45- or 75-mile trek. This is one of the 
best biking events in the Northwest!  Visit the 
LCS website at www.lcsnw.org/events or call the 
office at (509)747-8224 for more information or 
to register. 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ST. MARK’S GRADUATES 2018

Graduate                    High School                 Plans
Jackson Bewick Lewis & Clark Western Washington University
Todd Bloom Joel E Ferris University of Washington
Joshua Davis Lewis & Clark Eastern Washington University
Katherine Davis Lewis & Clark Connecticut College
Joel Dull Gonzaga Preparatory Seattle University
Sabra Dunakey North Central Harvey Mudd College
Emily Fry Mount Spokane Eastern Washington University
Naomi Harris Lewis & Clark Whatcom Community College
Tyler Koffinke Lewis & Clark University of Arizona
Siena Pascua Lewis & Clark Spokane Falls Community College
Ian Smith Lewis & Clark Whitworth University
Chloe Spedden Lewis & Clark Washington State University
Hannah Summers Lewis & Clark St. Olaf College
 
GRADUATE UNIVERSITY DEGREE
Katelynn Dobson Washington State University
Sydney Doneen University of Puget Sound
Karsten Eckert University of Washington
Siobhan Flanagan Pacific Lutheran University BA History & Theater
Rahale Getnet Gonzaga University BS Biology & Minor Philosophy
Jacob Hagen Seattle University BA Physics & BS Mathematics
Naomi (Dull) Widmer Whitworth University Elementary & Special Education
Kesri Pinyo                            Spokane Falls Comm. Coll.         AA, transferring to West. WA U.
POST GRADUATE UNIVERSITY DEGREE
Mary Emily Briehl Duba University of Chicago PhD Constructive Theology

Divinity School
Cara Myers Harvard University Masters in Internat’l Development

http://www.lcsnw.org/events


ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
SPOKANE SCHOLARS WINNERS!

Congratulations to Hannah Summers for be-
ing honored by the Spokane Scholars Founda-
tion with a  $4000 scholarship in the Social Stud-
ies category. 

Congratulations to Sabra Dunakey for receiv-
ing a $1000 scholarship in the Science category.

 St. Mark’s is proud of you!

BIRTHS
Blessing for the birth of Addison Elizabeth, 

daughter of Luke and Sarah Alexander and 
granddaughter of Linda Alexander on May 9, 
2018.  

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Jeff Silbernagel at the 

time of his death.
Prayers for the family of Arnold Lehmann at the 

time of his death.
Prayers for the family of Leona Mary Daly, 

mother of Matt Daly, at the time of her death.

THANK YOU

Those in our congregation who chose to 
take home Lenten Boxes and fill them with coins 
and currency will be happy to know that with 
your help, we collected $567 to contribute to the 
Neighborhood Sunday Lunch program. This 
helped them to stay in compliance with Health 
District mandates and get a new, energy efficient 
commercial refrigerator.  

Thank you to all who collected and turned in 
money for this worthwhile cause.  

Volunteers have been serving Sunday lunch 
at St. Ann’s Catholic Church since the 
mid-1980’s, and St. Mark’s is part of a rotating 
group of churches which take turns regularly to 
make a meal for our less fortunate neighbors. 

Dear St. Mark’s,
On behalf of our family, a belated thank you 

for the prayers, visits, calls, and cards from Pas-
tor Eric, Pastor Kate, Pastoral Care staff Donna, 
Mary Cares group, and other church members. It 
has been a difficult year with the death in Jan-
uary of my dad, Rusty Halaas, and the subse-
quent hospitalization of my mom, Mary Helen. 

We are so happy she is now doing well. 

Thanks again for all of your support, 
Beth Halaas 

Dear Mary Cares Group,
Thank you for the beautiful birthday cards 

you sent to me for my 80th birthday.
They really brightened my day.

God bless you all,
Vern Severud

Dear St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,
What beautiful cards I received in May for my 

birthday.  The Mary Cares Group members are so 
creative and the notes on the cards so inspira-
tional and uplifting.  I feel so blessed to be a 
member of the St. Mark’s Lutheran Church family.

Thank you.
Ardyce Pangerl
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SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, June 5, 12, 19, 26, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the 
conference room to study the Scripture texts 
for the week.  All are welcome!  

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, June 5, 7:00 pm

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish 
house.  All women are invited to this fellow-
ship group for conversation, laughter, prayer 
and refreshments.  This is the last meeting 
until fall.

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, June 8, 10:00 am

We will meet at St. Mark’s and go to Fish 
Lake Trail. All women are welcome! 

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wed., June 13 & 27, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet 
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll 
have lots of laughs and crazy discussions 
about everything, while having breakfast. All 
men are welcomed, saints or sinners!

RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, June 14, at 11:00 am

All women are welcome to join this 
group for their final meeting at the church for 
a potluck lunch, celebration and fellowship.

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Tuesday, June 21, 7:00 pm

This group has great conversation and 
fellowship with “30ish or younger” folks at 
Two Seven Public House in Lincoln Heights. 
One of our pastors will lead a discussion and 
buy a few appetizers to share.

EMPTY NESTERS
Sunday, June 24, 4:00pm 
Questions: Susan Hagen, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have 
young adults recently out of high school or 
who will be flying from the nest in the next 
year or two. The next meeting will be at the 
home of Shaun and Stacey Smith. Please 
bring an appetizer and beverage of choice. 

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, June 27, 7:00 am

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book 
for discussion is “Dead Wake” by Erik Lar-
son. This group will continue to meet during 
the summer months on the last Wednesday 
of the month.  Watch the bulletin for the book 
to be discussed. All book lovers are wel-
come! 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Faith and Fellowship Groups
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Golden Agers’ Day Out at Lutherhaven


