
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR EDWIN

“Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, 
incarnate deity!”   - from “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

The mystery of God’s presence in the world 
is a quandry. We both confess a God who is 
omnipresent, and live in a world which is far too 
distracted to notice God’s presence. God is 
everywhere, and yet we do not see God, at least 
we don’t see God the same way we see one 
another.

This season of Epiphany which we are now 
entering is a time in which we reflect on God’s 
revelation to humanity. And at the heart of that 
revelation is the incarnation of Jesus the Son. So 
I wanted to take a moment and look at the 
means of God’s presence in our lives. Perhaps 
we can discover God somewhere we weren’t 
expecting.

God present within us
Our baptism is the starting point for this 

conversation. In those waters, we are given a 
new identity: child of God. In doing so, God 
places God’s Spirit within us. We signify this by 
the anointing and laying on of hands. We boldly 
claim that in baptism God’s Spirit comes to dwell 
within us. Therefore, the first place we should 
look for God’s presence in our lives is within 
ourselves. What does God speak to you in the 
quietness of your heart? How does God 
accompany you in your journey of life and faith?

God-With-Us, Emmanual
It is in Jesus’ incarnation that we see the fullness 

of God revealed. That’s not to say that Jesus 
reveals all there is to know about God, but that 
Jesus reveals to us the fullness of what God knows 
we need to know about God. At the heart of that 
knowledge is the cross. Jesus died for us, for the 
forgiveness of sins, and bestows that forgiveness 
as free grace to all. Even death couldn’t hold God 
back (how could that even be possible?!)

                                          continued next page 

                                          
Popcorn and Pipes
Sunday, January 26, 4 pm

Join us for a night at the 
movies here at St. Mark’s! 
We’ll be screening the 
silver-screen classic The 
Phantom of the Opera, a 

silent film from 1925. As it turns out, silent 
films were never really silent, as they were 
always accompanied by some sort of 
musical ensemble, with the organ being 
the iconic example of silent film music. As 
such, we will be welcoming local 
organist Taylor Giese to play along with 
the film and will be featuring compositions 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber as well as 
French masterworks. No ticket purchase 
necessary, but we will be taking a free-will 
offering in support of our organ console 
replacement project. There will also be 
concessions for sale with all proceeds 
benefiting the organ project. We hope you 
will join us for this unique fellowship 
opportunity.
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Many thanks to the many St. Mark’s 
members for your special gift or pledge in 
support of our organ console replacement 
project. Through your generosity, we have 
raised $15,000 since October, plus an 
additional $13,700 in pledged gifts for 
2020. $82,677 is our goal and we have 
raised $71,159, so we are making great 
progress.

Many thanks to the Spokane Preservation 
Advocates for supporting our organ project 
with a $5000 matching funds grant.
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so the shadow of the cross is eclipsed by the 
brightness of the Resurrection.

God in bread and wine
The cross loomed for Jesus, who knew his 

fate, so he gathered his disciples together to 
share a meal. Jesus takes bread and wine and 
says “this is my body; this is my blood,” and we 
continue to share this holy meal to this day every 
week. We confess Jesus’ true and abiding 
presence in the sacrament. Far too often the 
church has distracted itself with philosophical 
debate about the exact nature of the presence of 
Christ in the bread and wine. In doing so, 
perhaps we have overlooked the fundamentals 
of what this meal is: grace and blessing in 
Christ’s presence, and just that. Jesus simply 
promised to be present in the meal; that he is 
there should be sufficient for us.

“Where two or more are gathered”
Just as Jesus promised to be present in 

bread and wine, so too did Jesus promise to be 
with us whenever two or more are gathered in 
his name. In my own ministry, I am mindful of 
this fact when I visit homebound members of our 
community. Christ is present with us when we 
gather in his name, even outside of the four walls 
of St. Mark’s.

The body of Christ
Even as Jesus promises to be present when 

we gather in his name, and just as God is 
present in us as the Spirit was planted within us 
at baptism, so too are we, together, the body of 
Christ. Each of us is like a body part: an eye to 
see, an ear to hear with… In this mode of God’s 
presence, we each have gifts and skills to fulfill 
the needs of the other members of the body: a 
heart to pump blood, and muscles to do work 
with. In a way, Jesus has chosen to forgo what 
we might expect of God, a God who speaks all 
things into existence at the snap of a finger. 
Rather, God moves over and makes room for us 
to work with and alongside God in the great 
redemptive and consumational work of all 
creation. It is working together, being together as 
one body that makes us Christ’s presence in the 
world.

The ever-presence of God in creation
After worship, the way in which I feel God’s 

presence most in my life is out in the beauty of 
God’s creation. God is everywhere: from the 
smallest quivering particles that make up atoms 
and matter, to the largest spinning galaxies light-
years away. God is in the rocks and stream, in the 
birds of the air and the creepy-crawling things 
under damp logs. The majesty and mystery of 
creation reveals the handiwork of our God even 
as God is ever-present throughout all of creation, 
permeating the very fabric of existence.

Where do you see God?
In the business of our lives, we might not 

often pause and reflect about where we see God 
in our everyday, but I promise you, God is there. 
I encourage you to take a moment with your 
family this Epiphany and see where you can find 
God in the world. In this season where God will 
be revealed to us, we shall behold his grace, 
love, and mercy. And I think if you look for God to 
be revealed to you, you will find God in some 
amazing and unexpected places.

Epiphany blessings,
Pastor Edwin

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed 

Tuesday, Dec. 31 and Wednesday, Jan. 1 for New 
Year’s Day; Monday, Jan. 20 for Martin Luther King 
Day, and Tuesday, Jan. 28 for a staff planning retreat.

A NEW FLOWER CHART is posted by the front door in 
the narthex.  Thank you to those who provide flowers for 
our services in memory or honor of someone, or in 
celebration of a special event.  Please sign up and include 
your phone number next to the date of your choice. 
Questions?  Contact Jane in the church office at 747-6677.

CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, 
January 13, at 7:00 pm in the conference room.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
St. Mark’s semi-annual meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday, January 26 after the second service. Main agenda 
items include approval of the 2020 general budget and 
election of the nominating committee for council members. 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STEWARDSHIP DRIVE CONTINUES 
“With Hands to Serve and Give”

Thanks to all who responded to our 
stewardship drive in November “With Hands to 
Serve and Give”  by returning your pledge card.  
Your generous response helps the church 
council as it makes budget decisions for 2020.
     For those who have not made a commitment, 
please consider how you will support the 
programs and mission of St. Mark’s next year.  
Pledge cards may be mailed to the church, 
placed in the offering plate or left in the office.  
Blank cards are available in the office.

Thank you for your support.   

TABLE OF GRACE
Sunday, January 12, 5:00 pm

Table of Grace is a different kind of worship 
that draws on the practices of the early church. 
The very earliest communities of Christians 
gathered for worship around a meal. They 
shared stories of faith in Scripture readings and 
the bread of wine of the Lord’s Supper.

Come to the Table of Grace for worship, 
fellowship & food. This worship service takes 
place around a table during a meal. In January 
our meal will be the popular grazing table. Bring 
an appetizer to share. Please watch for a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex! Talk with Susan Hagen or 
Pastor Edwin if you have any questions. 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MONEY MATTERS 

December at St. Mark’s is a place with young and old, music and singing and gift-giving for groups in 
our community less fortunate than most. We hope you were able to attend some mid-week Holden 
services, enjoyed the Christmas pageant, or helped with our SPEAR Christmas party. We have very 
responsive members who participate in so many events; thanks for all you did to help with these 
activities. We also hope that you responded to the request for additional giving to make up the deficit 
that we see every December. 

In regards to our pledge drive, we currently have received 92 pledge cards. Adding the 77 families 
who give through Simply Giving brings the number to 169. Having this pledge information is so helpful 
since  it increases the accuracy in our annual budget and helps with financial decision making. If you still 
wish to make a pledge, we have cards available in the church office.

Contribution reports for 2019 (for tax purposes) will be available in mid-January. Please save us a 
stamp by picking them up when you see them in the narthex. Watch your Sunday bulletin for the date. 
Happy New Year!

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

Fund
November 

Giving

2019 Operating Budget - Year to Date

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 55,304.75 $ 626,637.63 $ 700,604.04 $ 
749,377.95 $ -73,966.30

Mortgage $ 9,407.00 $ 82,565.82 $ 68,599.39 $ 64,427.00 $ 13,966.43

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org


4

BAZAAR FUNDS DISTRIBUTION FOR 2019 

International/National Benevolences 
 ELCA World Hunger $ 600 ..............................................................................................
 Feed My Starving Children $ 600 ....................................................................................
 Lutheran World Relief $ 900 ...........................................................................................

Mozambique School Lunch Initiative $ 400 .....................................................................
 (members Dr. Paul & Cara Myers’ program) 

             TOTAL …………………………………………………………………………………$ 2,500 

Local Benevolences 
 2nd Harvest Food Bank $ 250 ..........................................................................................
 Cup of Cool Water  $ 250 ................................................................................................

Meals on Wheels $ 250 ...................................................................................................
St. Mark’s Meal Ministry 

 Dining at All Saints Lutheran $ 200 .....................................................................
 Shalom Ministries $ 200 ......................................................................................
 St. Ann’s Neighborhood Lunch Program $ 200 ...................................................
 The Fig Tree $ 350 ..........................................................................................................

The Arc of Spokane $ 200 ...............................................................................................
 Union Gospel Mission  $ 300 ..........................................................................................
 Women’s & Children’s Free Restaurant  $ 300 ...............................................................

             TOTAL $ 2,500 ................................................................................................................

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 Special Church Needs and Projects/Computer Updates $ 2,500 ..................................

This year, we were able to raise $7.500 through the various “arms” of the bazaar: the 
quality seconds sale, the silent auction (including gift baskets), the raffle, and the bake sale. 
Thanks to all who donated items or baked goods and to those who gave the gift of time. 

When thinking where we wanted to make an impact, we realized a couple of the above 
groups offered matching funds, allowing us to double our money.

Highlight of 2019: The Fig Tree newspaper’s mission statement says it seeks to support the 
ecumenical, interfaith, nonprofit and community efforts by connecting people, sharing stories, 
building understanding, stirring compassion, exploring issues, offering reflection, opening 
dialogue, networking people and inspiring people. The Fig Tree is published on the first 
Wednesdays of September through June with 8,000 copies circulating to 21,000 readers. Tom 
Fallquist, member at St. Mark’s, is on the board of the Fig Tree. 

Regarding the portion of the funds that goes to support special projects at St. Mark’s, our 
computer systems are in need of an overhaul. With the new year we will be updating our 
computer operating systems and storing our data on the cloud. Every time we have a power 
outage (like this October), we realize having access to our data remotely would be a good 
thing. We are grateful that the funds raised through the bazaar can be used for this project. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL
   Godly Play Sunday School will 
resume on Sunday, January 5 at 
9:45 am. Any questions please 
contact Katie Kadlec at 747-6677. 

WWL WINTER SESSION BEGINS 
    JANUARY 8

 Walking with the Light and 
Confirmation winter session will run 
for eight weeks starting January 8 

through Ash Wednesday, February 
26. The ninth grade class will be in 
charge of dinner on January 8. Don’t 
forget that we need youth and parents 

to sign up to help with dinner prep, cooking, and 
serving each week. The volunteer link can be 
found on the St. Mark’s website under Youth/
Forms & Payments.

JUNIOR HIGH CONFiRMATION RETREAT 
Lutherhaven, January 24-26, 2020

All seventh and eighth graders are welcome. 
This retreat is required for eighth grade 
Confirmation students. Registration and $25 
deposit due by January 15. More details and 
registration information was mailed. If you are an 
eighth grader and have an unavoidable conlict, 
talk with Pastor Edwin. Please contact Susan 
Hagen with any other questions.

BACK TO CAMP GRADE SCHOOL WEEKEND
Lutherhaven,  February 7-9    

If you are interested in registering your child 
you can find details at lutherhaven.com. This 
retreat is open to third through eighth grade 
youth. St. Mark’s will not be sending a group to 
the Back to Camp retreat.  

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Thursday evening Bible study returns on 

January 9. Led by Pastor Edwin, we will be 
looking at the giving of the Law to Moses, the 
wilderness wanderings of God’s people, and the 
books of Joshua and Judges. Join us Thursday 
evenings at 6 pm for stimulating conversation as 
we dive into God’s Word. Hope to see you there!

ADULT FORUM

We have an exciting group of guest speakers 
lined up for this winter, so we hope you will join 
us Sundays at 9:45 am in the conference room.

January 5     No Adult Forum

January 12  Ministry at the End of the World 
                in Shishmaref, with Pastor John Hergert

Shishmaref is a small native Alaskan village 
on the Bering Sea. Global climate change 
has warmed the sea which has resulted in 
melting permafrost upon which the village is 
built. This required relocating the entire 
village, no small task in rural Alaska. John 
served as interim pastor in the village and will 
be sharing a little bit about this unique 
ministry setting.

January 19  The Mission of Jewels Helping 
                     Hands, with Julie Garcia

Jewels is running Spokane’s warming 
shelters this winter, along with a variety of 
other social ministries with a focus on our 
vulnerable homeless neighbors. Julie will 
share more about the history and mission of 
Jewel’s and how you might be able to help 
your neighbor in need this winter.

January 26  The Mission of Habitat for Humanity,  
                         with Dick Thiel and Patti Berg

Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit 
organization that helps families build and 
improve places to call home with a special 
emphasis on building affordable housing. 
Dick and Patti will be sharing more about 
Habitat and how you can get involved.

February 2  Perspectives on Science and Faith, 
                    with Eric Allen

Faith and science are often presented as 
being diametrically opposed to one another 
but this isn’t really the case. Eric will be 
sharing his own perspectives on this issue, 
and explore how the religion versus science 
debate is actually a misunderstanding of 
different worldviews. 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Learning for All Ages
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HELP THE HUNGRY SORT NIGHT
Tuesday, January 28, 5:30-7:30 pm

Help hungry people in our 
community! Come sort and pack produce, food 
drive or bulk food items in preparation for 
delivery to our emergency food outlets. Look for 
a sign up on the Youth Board or contact Susan 
Hagen at youth@stmarks-spokane.org if you 
would like to participate. Once you sign up, 
Susan will contact you and provide registration 
instructions. Volunteers as young as age 9 are 
welcome with a parent/guardian. This is a fun 
way to serve the community as a family!

HOLDEN MAY YOUTH WEEKEND
May 22-24, 2020
Pre-registration and deposits due 
January 26th

The theme for 2020 is TRANSFORMATION.
1 John 3:2 “Beloved, we are God’s children 

now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed.”  

Change is constant and transformation is 
sacred. How can we express our changing 
hearts and minds to speak out as change 
makers in God’s world? 

Join over 150 other Lutheran youth for a 
weekend in a truly special place. If you haven’t 
been to Holden Village before, now is your chance. 
If you have been to Holden before, you get it!

TEENS ENCOUNTER CHRIST
St. John’s Cathedral, January 17-19, 2020

All high school youth are invited to attend this 
transformative weekend led by youth. This is a 
ninth grade Confirmation requirement. If you 
have not yet registered, please do so ASAP. 
Forms can be found on the St. Mark’s website 
under Youth/Forms & Payment. Talk with Pastor 
Eric or Susan with any questions. Cost is $50  
and scholarships are available.  

There will be a TEC Team meeting on 
Friday, January 3, from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm. 
Lunch will be provided.

SUNDAY NEIGHBORHOOD LUNCH AT ST. ANN’S

St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal at 
St. Ann’s (a Catholic church in the East Central 
neighborhood) on Sunday, February 16. 

Help is needed starting at 12:30 until 
around 3:00. Work includes set up, serving, and 
cleaning up. Please contact Donna Evenson at 
donnae1111@gmail.com  or 434-4930 if you are 
interested in participating. 

We have a fun time and are looking to 
expand our group of volunteers and would love 
to have you join us! Following is the schedule for 
2020.

• February 16
• May 17
• June 7
• August 23
• September 27
• November 22

VOLUNTEER THANKS
Thank you to all our volunteers who helped to 

make this Advent and Christmas season so special.  
December was a busy time at St. Mark’s for our 
volunteers who provided food and fellowship at the 
smorgasbord, the beauty of special music, and, most 
importantly, the opportunity to worship together.   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Youth and Family

Western States Youth Gathering
Parent and Youth Meeting
Sunday, January 12, Noon
St. Mark’s conference room

Volunteers
Opportunities to Serve

mailto:youth@stmarks-spokane.org
mailto:donnae1111@gmail.com


        Gina Bloom (left) and Debbie Olson

NEW VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR BEGINS

After four years of service at St. Mark’s, 
Debbie Olson, our Volunteer Coordinator, is 
moving on to focus on other things. Debbie 
started as Volunteer Coordinator in March of 
2016. She has done an outstanding job keeping 
track of the multitude of people it takes to have a 
worship service at St. Mark’s. She has 
st reaml ined the job and is known for 
remembering people’s schedules, changes, and 
the nuances of each volunteer position. Debbie 
worked hard at updating and having a detailed 
handbook for the Altar Guild, which has helped 
all those involved immensely. You will still see 
Debbie and her family around St. Mark’s, as they 
contribute in a variety of ways. Debbie will spend 
more time focused on her career as CEO of the 
Mathematics Education Collaborative, a non-
profit that works with schools and communities 
providing workshops for stakeholders in 
mathematics education. Thank you for your 
service, Debbie.

We welcome long time church member Gina 
Bloom as the new Volunteer Coordinator. Gina 
and her family have attended St. Mark’s for over 
twenty years. They and their four sons have 
been active in youth programs and volunteering 
in myriad ways. Gina is excited to be a part of 
the St. Mark’s staff and will be busy making sure 
each worship service has all the people needed 
to fill the various roles that make a successful 
service. 

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, January 7, 14, 21, 28, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the 
conference room to study the Scripture texts for 
the week. All are welcome.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH 
First Tuesday, January 7, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677

Eat, Pray, Laugh meets in the Parish House. 
All women are invited to this fellowship group 
for conversat ion, laughter, prayer and 
refreshments. Pastor Kate leads this group.

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wed., Jan. 8 and 22, 6:30 am
Questions: Dave Troyke, 879-1423

This men’s group has lots of laughs and 
crazy discussions about everything, while having 
breakfast. All men are welcome, saints and 
sinners! On the second Wednesday, plan to 
meet at the Perkins (Division and Spokane Falls 
Blvd.). The fourth Wednesday we will be at the 
Chalet.  

GEN-X GROUP
Second Tuesday, January 14, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

This group of Gen-X-aged men (40’s 
through 50’s) meets various places throughout 
the year. Pastor Eric leads a discussion on faith 
and life issues. We will meet at the South Hill 
Twigs this month.

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Third Sunday, January 19, at 12:00
Questions: Judy Palrud, 202-7761 

This group includes those who are in 
remission or undergoing treatments as well 
as any family members who wish to attend. We 
will meet in the Parish House to visit and share 
stories. 
                                                     continued next page  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Faith and Fellowship Groups



GROUPS                 continued from previous page

EMPTY NESTERS
Third Sunday, January 19, 4:00 pm
Questions: Susan Hagen, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be 
flying the nest in the next year or two. We all 
bring an appetizer and beverage of choice to 
share. This month Debbie and Brian Johnson 
are hosting.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday, January 21, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 747-6677

This group has great conversation and 
fellowship with “30s or younger” folks at 
Wisconsin Burger. Pastor Edwin will lead the 
discussion.

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, January 29, 7:00 am
Questions: Pat Sowder, 747-6677

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights. We will be 
discussing “River-Horse” by William Least Heat-
Moon. In February the book is “The Overstory” 
by Richard Powers. All book lovers are 
welcome! 
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SYMPATHY

Prayers for the family of Tom Landerman, 
son-in-law of Darleen Fitzgerald, at the 
time of his death. 

Prayers for the family of Neal Blessinger at 
the time of his death. 

Prayers for the family of Jeanie Davis-
Johnson at the time of her death.


