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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ERIC
Where can I go from your spirit? Or where
can I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make
my bed in Sheol, you are there.
If I take the wings of the morning and settle
at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me, and your
right hand shall hold me fast.
- from PSALM 139
I feel like this needs to be a, “What did I do
on my summer vacation” newsletter article. But I
want to change it a bit. This will be, “What I
learned on my sabbatical and why you should
care.”
I want to begin by acknowledging what a
privilege it is for St. Mark’s to have a generous
sabbatical policy. We live in a culture that values
hard work and not always healthy rest. I get that
many of you in your careers could use or could
have used a sabbatical policy. But instead, you
had to continue the grind with no rest in sight.
St. Mark’s has modeled something healthy for its
pastors. It is not an overstatement for me that
my sabbaticals have kept me in the ministry.
The one I just completed was particularly rejuvenating.
As you may remember, I used part of my
sabbatical to focus on the topic of vocation. Vocation may sound like a churchy word or a word
we use interchangeably with our job. It is those
things and so much more. The aspect that
caught my attention is that it is a relationship
word. As Christians we have been summoned
by God to a life of service. How are we to be
useful in this world? How are we to be useful in
our family roles, through our interests and gifts
and, yes, in our work. Our sense of usefulness
will ebb and flow, of course. The promise of our
usefulness is wrapped in our baptized identity as
beloved children of Jesus.
continued next page
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NEW YEAR, NEW OPPORTUNITIES

WHERE MOMS CONNECT
Looking for support and encouragement as a
mom? St. Mark’s is starting a new group for
moms to enjoy meaningful conversations, laughter, and friendship as you’re supported in your
journey through momhood. All moms are welcome!
We will be meeting every other Thursday in
the conference room, beginning on Thursday,
January 10, from 10:00 am to 11:00 am. Daycare will be provided in the nursery. Some topics
that will be covered are: how to de-stress and lift
your spirits, praying for and with your children,
affordable fun for families, family mealtime, and
many more. Moms with children of all ages, from
birth through high school, are welcome.
Questions? Contact Katie Kadlec at kadlecfam@gmail.com or (36) 600-3633.
BOOK OF REVELATION BIBLE STUDY
Despite being widely popularized in the media, the book of Revelation is often misunderstood, standing as an enticing enigma to many.
Join us as we dive into interpreting the complex
and vivid imagery of the last book of the Bible
over six weeks, led by Pastor Edwin. We will
meet Thursday evenings, 6-7:00 pm, starting
January 17 in the conference room at St.
Mark’s. We hope to see you there!
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
St. Mark’s semi-annual meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, January 27, between services at
9:45 am. The main agenda items will include
approval of the 2019 general budget and election
of the nominating committee for council members.

PASTOR ERIC

continued from previous page

NOTE THIS!

While on sabbatical I discovered some
things. My family pays a price because I am a
pastor. I am not naive enough to suggest that a
pastor’s job is the only one that takes a toll on
family. I have counseled enough health care
professionals, educators, trades workers, parents etc. to know differently. Any work that demands of our time will take away from our other
callings. My sabbatical helped me see that my
relationship with Jesus is not only important as a
pastor. My relationship with Jesus is as important in how I deal as a parent, a spouse, a friend,
a sibling, a coach, a neighbor, and the list goes
on. In other words, Jesus is leading me in all
that I do. The truth is, I need your help in seeing
that. The truth is, you need my help in seeing
this as well.
Given the eyes to see, God used me in the
meals I cooked for family, the projects I did at
home, the bike rides I took with friend and
stranger alike, the trips I took with loved ones
near and far, and the time spent listening, really
listening to my dad. Simple, right? And yet,
what God is doing with me through these things
is as important as what God is doing with me
when I serve as your pastor, when I read the
Bible, and when I go to church. What I hope I
take from my sabbatical is the ability to see God
in the mundane as much as the miraculous. I
hope to pass that on to you as well. But I will
need your help. I need your help to see where
God is present. As long as you stay in relationship with me, we can help one another see not
only where God is present, but where God is
leading us in love and service to one another.
We are in this together and Jesus is there.
Where might we be led next?
See you in church,
Pastor Eric

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE CONTINUES
“The Joy of Generosity”
Thanks to all who responded to our stewardship drive in November, to “The Joy of Generosity”,
by returning your pledge card. Your generous
response helps the church council as it makes
budget decisions for 2019. For those who have
not made a commitment, please consider how
you will support the programs and mission of St.
Mark’s next year. Pledge cards may be mailed
to the church, placed in the offering plate, or left
in the office. Blank cards are available in the office.
Thank you for your support.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed
December 31 and January 1 for New Year’s
Day, and January 21 for Martin Luther King Day.

FLOWER CHART
A new flower chart is posted by the front door
in the narthex. Thank you to those who provide
flowers for our services in memory or honor of
someone, or in celebration of a special event.
Please sign up and include your phone number
next to the date of your choice.
Questions? Contact Jane in the church office at 747-6677.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on Monday, January 14, at 7:00 pm in the conference
room.

THANK YOU
CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s chancel choir rehearsals are on
Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the music room. If you
are interested in singing in the choir, we’d love to
have you. If you have questions, please contact
Debbie Hansen at 710-1334.

A big thank you to my St. Marks family for all the
prayers, meals, and get well cards. Mary Cares, you
were a life saver on my bad days. I'm doing great.
I'm so glad the hard part is over. Thank you all for
helping me get through my heart surgery.
Jean Boucher
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MONEY MATTERS
November

2018 Operating Budget - Year to Date

Fund

Giving

Giving

General

$ 53,103.71

$ 606,972.62

Mortgage

$ 7,520.00

$ 77,620.76

Expenses

Budgeted

$ 687,616.05 $ 775,955.58
$ 65,453.18

$ 64,427.00

Net - YTD
$ -80,643.43
$ 12,167.58

When you see this, Christmas will be over and hopefully you’ll be reminiscing on the happy memories created with loved ones. Maybe some of these memories happened at St. Mark’s at one of our
many December events. As we look towards the new year, we still have a larger than usual deficit to be
made up. Members always respond so generously with year-end Christmas gifts. I feel confident that
this will be the situation again this year.
As of this writing, we have received 126 pledge cards, which is slightly fewer than last year. We are
happy to take your pledge as soon as you have had the opportunity to fill out a card, as this helps with
the budgeting process. There are extra cards in the church office, should you need one.
There are many ways to contribute at St. Mark’s. One of the easiest, and least costly ways is to use
the Simply Giving program. Once set up, it automatically takes an amount YOU decide on, on a date that
works for you, from your checking account into the fund(s) of your choice. A quick phone call to me at the
church office is all you need to set that in motion.
Contribution reports for 2018 (for tax purposes) will be available in mid-January. Please save us a
stamp by picking them up when we have them out for pickup. Watch your Sunday bulletin for the date.
Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

THANK YOU
feel the support and prayers from our church
community.
I am truly grateful.
Blessings to all,
Brenda Bray

Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for providing one of our
families with a Thanksgiving basket. This single
dad with two daughters, ages 3 and 10, is
blessed to have such compassionate and caring
support from St. Mark’s. Our staff and clients
greatly appreciate all you do for Lutheran Community Services.
With gratitude,
Christie McKee

Dear St. Mark’s,
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to
the members of Mary Cares for your wonderful
cards and messages while I have been recovering from surgery. Also thank you to Ina Goetzinger for the prayer shawl and thanks to Donna
Nelson for her visits which allowed Georgia and
me to receive communion.
Again thanks to all of you,
Leo Lang

To St. Mark’s friends and Pastors,
Thank you so much for sharing your love and
concern for me as I recovered from my ankle injury. The Mary Cares cards were up-lifting and
always came on a day I needed a boost! I could

3

Learning for All Ages
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Godly Play Sunday School
will resume on January 6 at
9:45 am. If you have questions
please contact Katie Kadlec at
747-6677.
Sunday School will begin
collecting items for Project Promise personal
care kits through Lutheran World Relief. The
children will be assembling the care kits during
Lent. Be on the lookout for sales on dark-colored bath-size towels, bath-size bars of soap,
toothbrushes, combs, and nail clippers. There
will be boxes in each Sunday School classroom
for the donations. More information to come.

LutherArts 2019:
THE KING’S LEAGUE (continued!)
Calling al first through fourth graders!
LutherArts is a jam-packed night of music,
drama, art, games, crafts, learning and laughing
all centered on ideas of our Christian faith. This
January, join us as we continue our exploration
of “THE KING’S LEAGUE” which is all about the
people who hung out with Jesus during his time
on earth. Reenact Peter walking on the water to
Jesus. Do a silk painting of your very own Apostle’s Shield. Do some fun improv to imagine what
it was like to see Jesus heal people. Go crazy
with craft supplies at our ever-popular “LutherArts Craft Buffet!”

WALKING WITH THE LIGHT,
CONFIRMATION
Walking with the Light and
Confirmation winter session begins on Wednesday, January
8. Winter session will run for
eight weeks, through February 27.

Here are the details:
WHEN: We had five weeks in the fall, so we
will finish out with three weeks this
January, on Wednedays, January 9,
January 16, and January 23.
WHO: LutherArts is open to all first through
fourth graders. If you missed out on the
fun this past fall, no worries, it will be all
new this January.
COST: If you have already paid this fall, you
are covered for the winter session. If
you are new, the cost is $20 for the winter session, go to www.stmarksspokane.org/youth to register and pay.

JUNIOR HIGH CONFIRMATION RETREAT
Lutherhaven
February 1-3, 2019
All seventh and eighth graders are welcome.
This retreat is required for eighth grade Confirmation students. Registration and $25 deposit
are due by January 13. More details and registration information was mailed. Please contact
Susan Hagen with any questions.

SAVE THE DATE!
“Back to Camp” GRADE SCHOOL WEEKEND
Lutherhaven
February 8-10
All third through sixth graders are welcome.
Parent volunteers are also needed.

For more information, contact the church office or Ann Benson at 954-9819 or annmbbenson@gmail.com.
Registration materials are
available on the St. Mark’s website on the Youth
Forms page. If you registered in the fall, no
need to re-register. Just show up!
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ADULT FORUM
Adult Forum will resume January 13. The
pastors will be leading a conversation on the
myths of vocation. We will also have an opportunity to hear from Cara Myers on the Mozambique school lunch initiative started by Cara and
her father Paul. Here is the beginning schedule
for 2019.

Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve
SUNDAY LUNCH AT ST. ANN’S
St. Mark’s volunteers will provide a meal at
St. Ann’s (a Catholic church in the East Central
neighborhood) on Sunday, January 6. This is
soon after Christmas, and we hope to get a good
crew. Help is needed starting at 12:30 until
around 3:00. Work includes set up, serving, and
cleaning up.
Please contact Donna Evenson at gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 if you are interested in participating. We have a fun time and are
looking to expand our group of volunteers, and
would love to have you join us!

January 6: No Adult Forum
January 13: Myth of Vocation 1,
“If I check all the Boxes, I’ll be Fulfilled”
January 20: Myth of Vocation 2,
“My Calling is My Job”
January 27: No Adult Forum, Semi-annual Meeting
February 3: Myth of Vocation 3,
“I’m Called to One Special Thing”

THANK YOU ST. MARK’S
Once again, the members of St.
Mark’s came through when we put
out the call to support children on the
free or reduced lunch program at
Franklin Elementary. Even when the
price went up to $180 for the school
year, you didn’t hesitate. We are now
supporting 33 children; this support gives them a
kit of shelf-stable food to take home on the
weekends. This food may be the only food they
get that weekend. These are items that will provide them with some protein and easy-to-access
foods for a day or so. They also may be sharing
this food with a younger member of the family
who doesn’t go to school.
Don’t forget – the schools are in great need
of adults to come in and work one-on-one with
these children. Many have parents who work full
time, possibly two or three jobs, and aren’t able
to help out at school or with reading projects.
We know your time is valuable, but these kids
appreciate any time you can spend with them.
Feel free to contact me directly and I will
arrange conversations with the school.

February 10: Mozambique School Lunch Initiative,
Cara Myers
February 17: Myth of Vocation 4:
“It All Happens Right Away”

THANK YOU
St. Mark’s congregation,
Thank you for your generous donation of gifts
for Lutheran Community Services foster and unaccompanied minors and the SPEAR children.
Your enthusiasm for these programs and your
thoughtful gift giving is so appreciated. Both LCS
and SPEAR celebrated with Christmas parties in
December and the children were very excited to
see all of the presents for them. In some cases,
these are the only gifts they receive at Christmastime. Our congregation definitely rose to the
challenge this year with more children in need
than ever.
With appreciation,
Susan Hagen
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
on behalf of many excited children

Patti Berg
Social Ministry
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Prayers for the family of Gerald Dittrich at the time of
his death.
Prayers for the family of Norman Hagen, father of
Brett and Todd Hagen at the time of his death.

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES

Faith and Fellowship Groups
SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, January 5, 6:30 pm
On the first Saturday of each month you are welcome to join us for a potluck immediately following the
5:30 service. Great food! Great fellowship! Bring
you favorite dish and join this fun group.
SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, January 8, 15, 22, & 29, 10:30 am
This is a Bible-based conversation in the conference room to study the Scripture texts for the week.
All are welcome.
EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
Tuesday, January 8, 7:00 pm
Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the Parish House.
All women are invited to this fellowship group for
conversation, laughter, prayer and refreshments.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRTHS
Blessings on the birth of Micah Harvey Bray, brother
of Jonah Bray, son of Matt & Felicity Bray, grandson of Bob and Brenda Bray, and great-grandson
of Bill & Jackie Sachse.
Blessings on the birth of Bennett Dean Warren, son
of Elizabeth and John Warren, and grandson of
Roger & Kathy Chase.

SUNRISE SAINTS &SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesday, January 9 & 23, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040
This men’s group meets at The Chalet Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd. You’ll have lots of
laughs and crazy discussions about everything, while
having breakfast. All men are welcome, saints and
sinners!

BAPTISMS
Ruby Jane Raivio, daughter of Derek and Lori Raivio,
and niece of Garrett and Jill Manion, December 9.

MOMS’ GROUP
Every other Thursday, January 10 & 24, 10:00 am
Questions: Katie Kadlec, 360-600-3633
This new group is for moms with children of all
ages, from birth through high school. All moms are
invited to meet in the conference room for fellowship
and discussion. Child care will be provided.

FUNERALS
Peggy Winegardner, sister of Shirley Hanson, December 15 at Heritage Funeral Home.
Gerald Dittrich, January 5, 2019 at 2:00 pm at St.
Mark’s.

WALKING CIRCLE
Friday, January 11, 10:00 am
Meet at St. Mark’s to plan the schedule for the
new year.
continued next page

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Peggy Winegardner, sister
of Shirley Hanson, at the time of her death.
Prayers for the family of William Sagvold at the time
of his death.
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GROUPS

continued from previous page

itages. We served over 345 folks between the 4:00
and 6:00 services, quite a feat. Thank you to each
and every one of you - the work did not go unnoticed.
Loris Stupel
Parish Life Coordinator

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Second Sunday, January 13, at 12:00 noon
Questions: Elaine Orness, 838-2696 or 385-8205
This group, for those who have or have had
cancer plus friends and family, will meet in the conference room with a light lunch being served. Our discussion will be on living a new life with cancer, since
once you have cancer your life is always somewhat
different, mentally and physically.
Dennis Andersen, a rostered Lutheran minister
who is currently a staff chaplain for Hospice of
Spokane and member of St. Mark’s, will be our
leader. He has thirty years of experience in hospital,
in-home, and hospice chaplaincy.

Diners contemplating their choices.
THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday, January 15, 7:00 pm
This group has great conversation and fellowship
with “30ish or younger” folks at Two Seven Public
House in Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will lead
a discussion and buy a few appetizers to share.
EMPTY NESTERS
Sunday, January 20, 4:00 pm
Questions: Susan Hagen, 747-6677
This group is for parents who have young
adults recently out of high school or who will be flying
the nest in the next year or two. We all bring an appetizer and beverage of choice to share. Please join us.
Location to be determined.

The oh-so-efficient kitchen crew.

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, January 30, 7:00 am
St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at Forza
Coffee in Lincoln Heights. The book for discussion in
January is “Manhattan Beach” by Jennifer Egan. All
book lovers are welcome!
Front-of-the-house volunteers kept things moving.

SMORGASBORD THANK YOU
Another St. Mark’s smorgasbord has come and
gone, but the appreciation to ALL who participated in
so many ways continues. We had a great team, and
whether you brought a dish to share, participated as a
Lucia Bride, or learned about lutefisk with the wellseasoned Lutefisk Chef Team, you are appreciated.
The decorating committee and behind-the-scenes
folks are too numerous to name, but it takes a large
number of volunteers to make it all come together for
our congregational celebration of our various her-

Music, decorating, hauling of boxes so many volunteers help out.
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MORE SMORGASBORD …

Getting fitted for crowns.

LILIES? AT CHRISTMAS?
What would explain this - too much lutefisk?

The white color of our paraments used at
Christmas and Easter has over many centuries come to symbolize purity, piety, innocence, and sometimes birth. The lily also has
become a symbol of Mary, the mother of Jesus. (Take a look at the painting of the
Madonna on our processional cross.)
At Christmas, as the story begins, the
cross is far in the future, and the lilies on our
chancel hangings express the freshness and
sweetness of the Gift.

Boiling up even more!
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Youth News
SAINT MARK'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
UPCOMING EVENTS...

WWL returns January 9th
All 5th - 12th graders are welcome!
Questions about Youth
Programs at St. Marks?
Call Susan Hagen
747-6677 Church
220-7250 Cell phone
or Calvin Moore
844-6460 Cell phone
or by email at
youth@stmarks-spokane.org

CAFÉ NIGHT
Sunday, Jan 27
7-9pm
“So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new
creation: everything
old has passed away;
see, everything has
become new!”
2 Corinthians 5:17

Parents: remember to sign up to volunteer to help set up,
serve and clean up dinner on Wednesday nights!

Register by January 6th
Cost is $50

TEC is a youth-led
retreat weekend of
spiritual journey for
9th - 12th graders.

This retreat is a requirement for
9th grade confirmation.

SNOWSHOEING
Sunday, January 13th, 12:30-4:30
Winter fun on Mt. Spokane with Peak 7
Adventures - hot cocoa included!
No experience needed. There is a 10 person
minimum so sign up on the youth board!
This is a Junior/Senior High combo event.
Cost is $15. Scholarships available!

9

Scholarships available.
TEC Team meeting
January 3rd
at 11am at St. John’s!
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