
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KATE

Dear Friends at St. Mark’s,
In a message titled “150 Years of Grace,” the 

Reverend Dr. Robin Steinke writes about the 
changes in the world over the last one hundred and 
fifty years during which Luther Seminary has been 
educating pastors and congregational leaders.  We 
are no longer an agrarian economy, cultural trends 
evolve, and technology has advanced.

Those changes have affected the church.  Dr. 
Steinke writes that we have had to ask new 
questions about cultivating Christian identity and 
practice in this time.  The one that particularly 
struck me is this: How do we “connect people 
enduring the stresses and strains of an overly 
scheduled, overworked life, with Jesus, the giver of 
life?”  And I would add, “How do we equip people 
to extend that God-beloved identity into their 
families, communities, and the world?”  Besides 
obeying the Lord’s command to worship God, 
those two things are what church is about: 
connecting with Jesus and applying that 
relationship in daily living.

You may come to worship for an hour of peace, 
for spirit-nourishing music, for fellowship with other 
believers, for being fed by the Word and the 
Sacrament.  Sometimes the church is accused of 
just being another kind of social club.  It may be 
where you have friends or acquaintances you like 
to be with, or activities you enjoy doing.  Through 
the congregation, you may have found ways to be 
helpful in our community.  But there is something 
deeper that runs beneath all the conversations, all 
the small groups, all the projects, all the special 
events.  It’s the movement of the Holy Spirit that 
binds us together in faith and service.

Our society seems increasingly conflicted.  
Together, as people of God, we try to make sense 
of it all.  We struggle to understand how to live our 
c a l l i n g s  a s  f o l l o w e r s  o f  J e s u s  d u r i n g  
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Speaking of Fat Tuesday, don’t forget 
that we will end the evening with decadent 
desserts in the Fellowship Hall. Look for a sign-
up sheet in the narthex. The decadent desserts 
can only happen with your help in decorating, 
cutting and preparing desserts, and clean up 
after the fun evening. 
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Fat Tuesday, February 25 at 7:00 
pm is an extra special event at St. 
Mark’s – We will hear Dan Keberle’s 
Jazz Mass with jazz musicians, and 
our very own chancel choir. Our 
preacher for the evening is Rabbi 
Tamar Malino of Temple Beth 
Shalom Spokane.

LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT 
AND EASTER

Fat Tuesday Service, February 25, 7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday, February 26, 7:00 pm
Midweek Lenten Worship & Soup Suppers 

begin Wednesday, March 4, 6:00 pm and 
continue through April 1.

Palm Sunday, April 5, 8:30 am and 10:45 am
Maundy Thursday, April 9, at 7:00 pm
Good Friday, April 10, at 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil, April 11, at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday, April 12, at 8:00, 9:30 and 

11:00 am 
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these times.  We are not the first Christians to 
face challenges from the world around us.  
Going all the way back in biblical history, God’s 
people were trying to figure out how to live 
faithfully when they were surrounded by pagan 
nations or when they were taken into captivity in 
another land.  Then, the early church was 
dealing with the demands of the Roman empire 
and other religious groups.  The struggles with 
empires and religions has continued across the 
two thousand years since Jesus lived, died and 
rose to new life.

Back to the original two questions above.  
What would help you to connect with Jesus in 
the middle of your stresses and schedules?  
What do you feel like you need at St. Mark’s to 
be able to live out your calling as a follower of 
Jesus?  Your pastors and the staff are always 
interested to hear from you about your ideas and 
suggestions.  We are starting to work on 
developing leaders for small groups that will take 
on these kinds of discussions, about calling and 
vocation, exploring what God might be doing 
with you and in your life.

Sermons are one of the ways your pastors 
endeavor to work on these questions with you.  
You may think of a sermon as a monologue.  But 
to us who are preaching, it feels more like a 
dialogue because we prepare our sermons in the 
context of things we know have happened to 
members of the congregation, in the context of 
conversations we have had in the family at St. 
Mark’s.  Anytime you would like to continue the 
dialogue of a sermon, please take time to talk 
with the preacher.  We welcome your input as we 
work on connecting with Jesus and equipping for 
service, in the context of the Word of God.

Blessings, Pastor Kate

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed 

Monday, February 17, for Presidents’ Day.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet Monday, 

February 10, at 7:00 pm in the conference room.

THANK YOU

Dear Friends at St. Mark’s,
Many thanks for your most generous gifts 

and support to refuge foster kids form Lutheran 
Community Services! The gifts you gave to our 
Eritrean daughter were much appreciated by her 
and very generous. The Christmas party hosted 
by you and LCS was appreciated by all the foster 
families and their foster kids. We send you our 
sincerest thanks for all the ways you support us 
and our special kids!

A joyous, happy, and healthy new year filled 
with God’s blessings!

Ron and Yvonne Rentner

Dear Friends,
Thank you for all the gifts. I really appreciate 

it. I will buy clothes with the Rose gift and the 
Walmart gift cards.

Also, I really love the perfume and all the 
other things come with. Thank you so much 
again. May God have bless you all the time.

Love, Akberet 

CALLED TODAY, 
LED INTO TOMORROW

Our vocation emphasis is continuing with the 
calling of eight small group leaders to begin 
leading groups in the fall. The purpose of these 
small groups is to

1) deepen the connections within the 
congregation;

2) explore purpose, meaning, and calling of 
St. Mark’s members;

3) help develop common calling for us as a 
congregation to work in the community.

Speak to Martin Wells, Jane Somers, Tom 
Fallquist, or one of the pastors about your 
thoughts or questions and plan to participate in a 
small group.  It is our hope to deepen the 
understanding of every member at St. Mark’s 
that they are a called child of God. 

See you in church, 
Pastor Eric 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TABLE OF GRACE
Sunday, February 9, 5:00 pm

Come to the Table of Grace for worship, 
fellowship and food. This worship service takes 
place around a table during a meal. In February 
our meal will be the “grazing table.”  Bring an 
appetizer to share. Please watch for a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex. Talk with Susan Hagen or 
Pastor Edwin if you have any questions. 

Table of Grace is a different kind of worship 
that draws on the practices of the early church. 
The very earliest communities of Christians 
gathered for worship around a meal. They 
shared stories of faith in Scripture readings and 
the bread of wine of the Lord’s Supper.

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
AROUND THE WORLD 
Wednesday, February 5, 7:30 pm

Once a year, Holden Village retreat center 
invites villagers across the globe to come 
together through participation in the Holden 
Evening Prayer Around the World (HEPAW). 
Together, we seek to support and draw strength 
from one another, reaffirming our values as 
people who have been called, equipped, and 
sent, and supporting each other’s work in 
environmental stewardship and justice for all 
people.  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MONEY MATTERS

*including $17,000 in capital improvements

We appreciate all the great support in December! Between Christmas giving and special gifts, we 
got very close to breaking even for the 2019 fiscal year and our giving numbers came within a couple 
of hundred dollars of last December’s giving numbers. These are some of our best months ever on 
record for the General Fund. What a great level of commitment you, the congregation, have shown to 
our mission here at St. Mark’s.

As usual, giving to the Mortgage Fund has been consistent throughout the year and we have met 
our mortgage obligations. This year the additional funds in the account paid for a new furnace for the 
office and long needed major repairs to the roof.

Our pledge drive was a success, we received 186 commitments for the 2020 fiscal year. This 
includes all who give automatically through Simply Giving and Clover. The dollar increase in pledges 
is $38,500. These numbers are not exactly reflective of what we receive as some who give regularly 
do not fill out pledge cards. If you are still wishing to make a pledge, we have forms available in the 
office. Getting the pledge information is always appreciated.

Contribution reports for 2020 (for tax purposes) will be available in late January. Please save us a 
stamp by picking them up when you see them in the narthex; the Sunday bulletin will have the date. If 
it is easier, we are happy to email you that information instead. Just contact me at the church office or 
by email at finance@stmarks-spokane.org and I’ll send it to you. 

See you in church.

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

Fund
December 

Giving

2019 Operating Budget - Year to Date

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 149,548.26 $ 773,268.92 $ 775,914.13 $ 817,503.00 $ -2,645.21

Mortgage $ 4,699.72 $ 87,26.10 $ 86,975.45 $ 70,284.00* $ 291.65

mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
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mailto:finance@stmarks-spokane.org
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Godly Play Sunday School takes 

place every Sunday in the Parish 
House from 9:45 am - 10:35 am.   All 
children ages preschool through sixth 
grade are welcome. Questions? Call 
Katie Kadlec at 360-600-3633 or 

email at kadlecfam@gmail.com.  You can find 
more informat ion about Godly Play at 
www.godlyplayfoundation.org.

ADULT FORUM
Conference room, Sundays at 9:45 am
February 2: Perspectives on Science and Faith 
                      with Eric Allen

Faith and science are often presented 
as being diametrically opposed to one 
another but this isn’t really the case. Eric will 
be sharing his own perspectives on this 
issue, and explore how the religion versus 
s c i e n c e d e b a t e i s a c t u a l l y a 
misunderstanding of different worldviews.

February 9: TBA
February 16 & 23: Kirkenkomf: 1933-1945, the 

German Church Struggle, and Lessons for 
Today with Bob Loomis

Join us as we reflect over two weeks on 
the complex history of the Lutheran church in 
Germany during Nazi fascism. Learn about 
the conflict, struggle, and resistance 
Christians faced during those trying times. 
We will ponder the witness of this period of 
history to our faith, both as followers of Christ 
and as Lutherans.

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
Our Thursday evening Bible study continues 

in February. Led by Pastor Edwin, we will 
continuing working our way through the book of 
faith with stories from Joshua and Judges. Join 
us on Thursday evenings at 6:00 pm as we 
learn about the conquest of the land and hear 
stories of the “superheros” of Judges. We hope 
to see you there as we dive into God’s Word.

SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Join this very active social ministry group 

when they meet monthly at the church. The next 
meeting is in Pastor Eric’s office on Sunday, 
February 9, at 12:00 noon.  If you have 
questions, please chat with one of the pastors, 
Pat Manz or Patti Berg.

SOCIAL MINISTRY AT ST. ANN’S
St. Mark’s volunteers provide a meal at St. 

Ann’s Catholic church in the East Central 
neighborhood on Sunday, February 16. We can 
always use new people to help with serving and 
cleanup, running from 12:30 – 3:00 pm. Please 
c o n t a c t D o n n a E v e n s o n a t 
donnae1111@gmail.com or 434-4930 if you are 
interested in participating. We have a fun time 
and are looking to expand our group of 
volunteers and would love to have you join us! 

SPEAR
During the cold winter months, our SPEAR 

families are in need of some protein-based food 
items including soups, stew, chili, and peanut 
butter.  Also, toiletries such as toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, deodorant, and feminine hygiene 
products are always appreciated, as they aren’t 
covered by food stamps. Please put your donations 
in the SPEAR basket in the narthex. Thank you!

Opening gifts at the SPEAR Christmas party at St. Mark’s. 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Learning for All Ages Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve
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MORE HAPPY KIDS 
AT THE SPEAR CHRISTMAS PARTY
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BAPTISM
Leo Patrick Richmond, son of Dustin and 

Rachel Richmond and grandson of Mary 
Hoenecke.  Sponsor is Aaron Kahn, on 
December 29, 2019.

FUNERALS
Biatres Krza on January 6, 2020.
Jeanie Davis-Johnson on January 25, 2020.
Ted Norton on February 1, 2020.

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Biatres Krza, mother of 

Bella Dawood, at the time of her death. 
Prayers for the family of Ted Norton at the time 

of his death.  
Prayers for the family of Skip Patterson, brother 
      of Don Patterson, at the time of his death.  
Prayers for the family of Frankie Selvig, mother 

of Jill Nichols, at the time of her death.  
Prayers for the family of Thelma Border at the 

time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Tom Clements at the 

time of his death. 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SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, 25, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation in the 
conference room to study the Scripture texts for 
the week. All are welcome.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH 
First Tuesday, February 4, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677

Eat, Pray, Laugh meets in the Parish House. 
All women are invited to this fellowship group 
for conversat ion, laughter, prayer and 
refreshments. Pastor Kate leads this group.

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesday, Feb. 12 and 26, 6:30 am
Questions: Dave Troyke, 879-1423

This men’s group has lots of laughs and 
crazy discussions about everything, while having 
breakfast. All men are welcome, saints and 
sinners! On the second Wednesday, plan to 
meet at the Perkins (Division and Spokane Falls 
Blvd.). The fourth Wednesday we will be at the 
Chalet.  

GEN-X GROUP
Second Tuesday, February 11, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

This group of Gen-X aged men (40’s 
through 50’s) meets various places throughout 
the year. Pastor Eric leads a discussion on faith 
and life issues. We will meet at the South Hill 
Twigs this month.

THE MEANDERING BUNCH 
(formerly WALKING CIRCLE)
Second Friday, February 14, 10:00 am
Questions: Martha Harvie, 279-3599

This group plans a monthly outing of walking, 
along with other socializing. In February we meet 

at St. Mark’s and go to one of the malls in the 
area, dependent on weather. Afterwards we will 
eat at a location to be determined. All women 
are welcome! 

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Third Sunday, February 16, at 12:00
Questions: Judy Palrud, 202-7761 

This group includes those who are in 
remission or undergoing treatments as well 
as any family members who wish to attend. We 
will meet in the Parish House to visit and share 
stories of support and encouragement. 

EMPTY NESTERS
Third Sunday, location TBD
Questions: Susan Hagen, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be 
flying the nest in the next year or two. We all 
bring an appetizer and beverage of choice to 
share. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Third Tuesday, February 18, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 747-6677

This group has great conversations and 
fellowship with “30s or younger” folks at 
Wisconsin Burger. Pastor Edwin will lead the 
discussion.

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, February 26, 7:00 am
Questions: Pat Sowder, 747-6677

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights. We will be 
discussing “The Overstory” by Richard Powers. 
In March the book is “The Great Alone” by Kristin 
Hannah and “The Cassandra” by Sharma 
Shields is the book for April. All book lovers are 
welcome!  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Faith and Fellowship Groups



SEEN AT THE SMORGASBORD: 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MORE SMORGASBORD:
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