
FROM THE ST. MARK’S MISSION 
STATEMENT (full text on back page):
“To share the gospel through…service….”

Church holidays are a special time to celebrate 
and contemplate together, as well as to welcome 
friends and family who may not normally attend. They 
are also a time when we depend more than ever on 
our volunteers, who often take on new and different 
tasks.

Christmas 2017 was no exception to this ... 
THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered during 

the Christmas and New Year’s services, and 
THANK YOU too to everyone who volunteered on 

all the other weekends allowing our holiday volun-
teers to be available, and

THANK YOU as always to those of you who 
stepped in at the last minute to fill in for those whose 
schedules unexpectedly changed!

We truly depend on each of you, your expertise, 
and your willingness to pitch in even when you feel 
you don’t have any expertise. It’s difficult to feel we’ve 
thanked you enough, but please know that your ef-
forts are ALWAYS appreciated!

And if you are not currently volunteering, but 
would like to, please contact Debbie Olson (Volunteer 
Coordinator) at volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org or 
714-2774 to figure out what opportunities might be 
right for you.

Dear St. Mark’s Staff,
Many, many thanks for the many ways you con-

tribute to the success of The Fig Tree and the 
2017-18 Resource Directory by sharing your space 
with us for monthly mailings and deliveries, as well as 
for the Eastern Washington Legislative Conference.  
You share in making it possible for us to connect peo-
ple through our media and events.  Thank you also 
for your monetary support. 

You help empower people through stories of peo-
ple who bring hope, justice and action to the region, 
nation and world.  You help people access resources 
to improve their lives.

Mary Stamp, Fig Tree Editor

St. Mark’s received many thank you notes from 
the foster children and their families at LCS for the 
wonderful Christmas gifts that they were given from 
our congregation.  This year we helped make Christ-
mas very special for 38 children.  There were nine-
teen new children this year who are here under the 
unaccompanied refugee minors program.  Here is just 
one of the letters we received:

Dear Friends,
How much we appreciate your generous gifts and 

support of the URM [Unaccompanied Refugee Mi-
nors] program at Lutheran Community Services!  The 
party at your church was a fun time for all of us.  Your 
gifts to our two foster daughters, as well as all the 
others, were very generous and a wonderful way to 
show your care for these kids.  Many thanks to all of you!

God’s blessings in the New Year!
Yvonne and Ron (foster parents)

Greetings,
In November, your music director, Carol Miyamo-

to, was asked if she could record to CD an original 
organ piece entitled, “Wedding March,” using your 
organ and recording gear.  The piece was written by 
Gerald Hartley (now 96, and choral director at Lewis 
& Clark High School from 1953 to 1982) for his 
daughter Janna’s wedding held at St. Mark’s in 1967.

Carol obliged and gave Gerald a CD of her per-
formance.  Before Christmas, copies were made and 
distributed to Gerald’s daughter and to his friends and 
past students.                               continued next page 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LETTER                        continued from previous page

Everyone agrees the results were breathtaking and 
brought tears to more than a few eyes.

In recognition of the spirit of your kindness and 
especially at this time of year, please find enclosed a 
token donation of our gratitude and appreciation.  You 
and Carol have made many people now and for years 
to come very happy indeed.  A magnificent gift and we 
thank you all. 

Sincerely, 
Gerald’s friends and family

MESSAGE FROM THE CALL COMMITTEE

In an effort to keep you better up to date on the 
working of the call committee, Kate and I have asked 
them to write monthly for the newsletter.  This one is a 
bit longer and will take the place of the pastor’s letter.  
We continue to be well led by a counsel and call 
committee who seek to make the best decisions pos-
sible for the future of the church.  We are all truly 
blessed to be in ministry together.  See you in church! 

Pastor Eric

The St. Mark’s call committee wants the congre-
gation to know we are still active in the third pastor 
call process.  At this time the committee thought it 
might be a good idea to revisit with the congregation 
where we’ve been and what lies ahead.

After Pastor Finch’s retirement in June 2015, the 
church formed a transition team to determine the next 
steps for the ministry of St. Mark’s.  The transition 
team formed 12 small groups with members of the 
church to discuss who we are as a congregation and 
what our hopes and dreams are for St. Mark’s in 
terms of programs, staffing and mission.  The re-
sponses were tallied and the transition team report 
was presented to the congregation with the following 
summary:

“We have historically had two full-time pastors 
until Pastor Finch started recommending clergy cou-
ples equating to 1-1/2 full-time pastors.  The conver-
sation groups, however, reminded us that St. Mark’s 
has always been a thriving, dynamic congregation, 
always ready to move beyond the status quo, be chal-
lenged in faith and continue to build God’s church in 
such a way that it will positively impact the lives of 
adults and young people in the years ahead.  The 
transition team recommends that the St. Mark’s council form 
a call committee for the purpose of hiring another full- or 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s Church office will be closed 

on Monday, February 19, for Presidents’ Day. 

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s Church Council will meet on Feb-

ruary 12, at 7:00 pm in the conference room.

CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s chancel choir rehearsals are on 

Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the music room. If you 
are interested in singing in the choir we’d love to 
have you. If you have questions please contact 
Debbie Hansen at 838-8730.

part-time pastor to supplement and complement the 
remarkable work of Pastors LePard and Dull.  We 
believe to do so would position St. Mark’s to benefit 
from a healthy model of clergy leadership, continue to 
build on the programs and ministries of the church, 
attract new parishioners and provide a basis for suc-
cession planning as current pastors retire or relocate.  
St. Mark’s is also committed to giving our pastors six-
month sabbaticals, which each of our current pastors 
has coming within the next two years.   A third pastor 
will alleviate the stress on a single pastor during time 
of sabbatical.  We know calling another pastor may be 
a financial challenge, yet it is one to which we believe 
the congregation will feel privileged to rise up and 
conquer.”

The church council agreed with the transition 
team’s recommendation and asked for a congrega-
tional vote.  On June 29th, 2016 the congregation vot-
ed to call a third pastor.  Our Ministry Site Profile (a 
document used by congregations seeking an or-
dained minister) was then posted with the ELCA.

Prior to 2018 the call committee received the 
Rostered Ministry Profiles of five potential candidates. 
After conducting phone interviews, the call committee 
invited two candidates to Spokane for on-site inter-
views and to preside at a church service.  The call 
committee did recommend to the church council to 
offer a call to one of the candidates.  The church 
council agreed.  Unfortunately, the candidate with-
drew before a congregational vote was held.  (The

                                               continued next page   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CALL COMMITTEE   continued from previous page

pastor received and accepted a call from a church in       
Oregon in a single pastor role). 

Over the past 18 months, many of you have ex-
pressed your feelings with members of the call com-
mittee on how Pastor Eric’s and Pastor Kate’s gifts 
have been perfected since Pastor Finch’s retirement, 
observing the Holy Spirit’s work as they continue to 
lead our ministry.  We encourage you to communicate 
your appreciation to them personally.  It is important 
that they hear this from you.  Along with these positive 
comments we often hear, “Do we really need a third 
pastor?”

We ask you all to re-read the transition team’s 
summary (above) again.  We are a growing congrega-
tion and our pastors remain extremely busy.  Pastor 
Eric is due for a six-month sabbatical later this year.    

The call committee (listed below) met with new 
Synod Bishop Kuempel on January 9. She is familiar 
with this call and where we are in this process.  At the 
meeting she presented us with the Rostered Ministry 
Profiles of two new pastoral candidates.  So we are 
moving forward with these new candidates and the 
work the church council and congregation have di-
rected us to do.  As always, we ask for your continued 
prayers for the committee and for the future of St. 
Mark’s ministry.

Liz Grosen
Brett Hauber
Cynthia Moore
Mark Nelson
Dave Tanner
Harmony Young  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MONEY MATTERS 

WOW – our congregation listened, heard, and acted! Before Christmas, we worked to make it very 
clear that we needed to dig deep to give what we were able to help St. Mark’s continue on the strong path 
that we have been on for several years. Our parishioners came through with offers of assistance and 
those who could didn’t hesitate to give extra gifts to help make our annual budget.  

Every contribution is valuable and looking at the stewardship drive, we had some positive things hap-
pen. The stewardship cards returned number 229, including those who give automatically through Simply 
Giving. A larger number of people increased their estimated giving than ever before. Within the Simply 
Giving program alone, 18 families increased their commitment to regular giving, significantly more than 
usual.

With our continued plan to look at calling another pastor and the many things we are committed to for 
the growth of our congregation, finishing the year in a positive financial situation is such a relief. Thank 
you all for your help in surpassing our needed funds for our operating budget. We are always grateful for 
the support and trust you show with your generous giving. 

Contribution reports will be available for pick up in the narthex on Sunday, January 28.

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677

December 2017 Operating Budget – Year End

Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 159,495.11 $ 784,338.59 $ 758 854.43 $ 834,079.00 $ 25,484.16

Mortgage $ 14,338.01 $ 95,746.76 $ 70,333.09 $ 70,284.00 $ 25,613.67



CALLING ALL BAKERS!

This year, Fat Tuesday falls on February 13, 
the day before Valentine’s Day - all the more 
reason to celebrate with decadent desserts! After 
our Fat Tuesday jazz service, which runs from 
7:00 – 8:00 pm, we will gather in the fellowship 
hall for sweet treats and coffee before the start of 
Lent. 

We do reach out to the community for this 
service, and get a high response. Please con-
sider contributing a dessert of your choice, and 
helping with set up, serving or clean up after our 
special farewell to all that is indulgent. Desserts 
can be dropped off at the church Monday or 
Tuesday, February 12 & 13. Look for sign-up 
sheets in the narthex. This is always such a joy-
ous celebration. Call Loris Stupel with any ques-
tions at 747-6677.
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FAT tuesday 
jazz mass 

February 13, 7:00 pm

Jazz mass by Dan Keberle,
musicians and chancel choir

Sermon by Bishop Kristen Kuempel,
of the E. WA-ID Synod

Decadent desserts to follow

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Fat Tuesday Service, February 13, 7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday, February 14, 7:00 pm
Soup Suppers, Wed. Feb. 21-Mar. 21,  6:00 pm

Mid-week Services, Wednesdays at 7:00 pm: 
A LENTEN JOURNEY TO THE EASTER VIGIL,
WITH HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER    

Week 1: Feb. 21—Creation
Week 2: Feb. 28—Flood
Week 3: March 7—Deliverance at the Red 

Sea
Week 4: March 14—Salvation freely offered 

to all
Week 5: March 21—Deliverance from the 

fiery furnace



SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Come to the next social ministry meeting and 

find out what’s going on.  We will not meet in 
February; our next meeting is on Sunday, March 
11, at noon in the church office.  If you have 
questions, feel free to chat with one of the pas-
tors, Patti Berg, or Pat Manz.  

BITE 2 GO 
We would like to give a special thank you to 

St Mark's members. Not only did you step up to 
support children at Franklin Elementary, giving 
them a kit of food to take home for the weekend, 
but several of you volunteered your time to help 
deliver the food to the schools from Second Har-
vest. That is a huge help, thank you so much.

SPEAR (East Central 
Neighborhood Children’s 
Program)

During the cold 
winter months, rich 
warm foods like chili, 
soup, and cereal are 
especially appreciat-
ed. They also need 
shampoo and feminine 
hyg iene p roduc ts . 
SPEAR is looking for a 
new board member 
who has fundraising 
skills. We hope to plan 
a spring fundraising 
brunch. One Heart 
Spokane bought the 

old church building that was formerly Grace 
Lutheran. One Heart is very interested in help-
ing that neighborhood and working with 
SPEAR. The children in this East Central 
neighborhood are so thankful to St. Mark’s for 
all the wonderful Christmas presents that were 
beautifully wrapped and given out at their spe-
cial Christmas party December 20. It is so nice 
that they can request specific items, and we 

respond by getting them just exactly want they 
want. Check out the cute thank you notes with 
drawings in the narthex next time you are at 
church.

ST. ANN’S NEIGHBORHOOD LUNCH
The next time St. Mark’s volunteers provide a 

meal at St. Ann’s (a catholic church in the East 
Central neighborhood) is on Sunday, February 
11. Meal prep is from 9:30 – 12:30, then serving 
and cleanup, from 12:30 – 3:00 pm. Please con-
tact Donna Evenson at gdevenson@yahoo.com 
or 434-4930 if you are interested in participating. 
It is so helpful if we know ahead of time who will 
be there. This ensures that we have the right 
number of volunteers and that everyone’s time is 
valued. We have a fun time and are looking to 
expand our group of volunteers. 

FILL YOUR LENTEN BOXES FOR ST. ANN’S 
NEW COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATOR 

The Neighborhood Sunday Lunch program, 
which takes place at St. Ann’s Catholic Church, 
was in need of a new commercial refrigerator. 
The program receives food from 2nd Harvest 
and needs to abide by special commercial food 
handling procedures that require the refrigerator.  
One of the groups that helps make meals had a 
connection with a restaurant and they were able 
to purchase a commercial refrigerator on credit 
at a significant discount for $ 2,100. St. Ann’s 
and St. Mark’s (through a Thrivent Action Team 
fund) have both contributed to pay for this critical 
item. We hope that Lenten boxes filled by St. 
Mark’s members can help pay for this new re-
frigerator. Each year, members of St. Mark’s are 
invited to take a Lenten coin box home and drop 
the extra change in it as the season progresses. 
Boxes will be available in the narthex starting 
February 17 and 18 and several weeks after-
ward.  Feel free to take more than one and fill 
them up.  Our God is a faithful God.

VARIOUS MINISTRIES  
During these cold winter months, hats, 

gloves, socks and blankets are always appreci-
ated. We will get them to the appropriate center 
to distribute to those in need.    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Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve



ADULT and FAMILY FORUM
Fellowship Hall, Sundays at 9:45 am

February 4:  No Forum, Super Bowl Sunday 
(Bible study will take place in the conference 
room).

February 11:  Childhood Anxiety.  Pediatrician Dr. 
Bob Maixner will lead us in a conversation 
about what he is reading and seeing in re-
gards to anxiety among youth these days. 

February 18:  FOMO (Fear of Missing Out).  
School counselor Pat Shelley will be present-
ing on “Self-Compassion for Teens” and how 
she is seeing anxiety play out in her school. 

February 25:  Dealing with Anxiety in the Teen 
Years.   Sandra Gorman Brown (MSW, LIC-
SW) will look at the question of anxiety 
specifically among our teens from her per-
spective doing clinical work.

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Conference Room, Sundays at 9:45 am

Sunday mornings in February, our pastors 
will continue leading a Bible study using a re-
source entitled “Animate!” This series has a very 
fresh approach to an overview of the Bible. It 
challenges some ideas about how Scripture 
works and is a good fit for people with varied 
backgrounds and levels of experience with the 
Bible.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL
Godly Play Sunday School 

continues in the parish house at 
9:45 am for three year olds 
through sixth graders.  All are 
welcome!   Any questions please 
c o n t a c t K a t i e K a d l e c a t 
747-6677.

THIRD GRADE COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
Save the date!  Communion instruction 

for third graders and their parents will be on 
Saturday, February 10 from 9:30 to noon.  
More information to follow.

 
WWL and CONFIRMATION 
     Winter session continues on 
Wednesday nights through 
February 14th. All 5th-12th graders 
are welcome at WWL!

PANCAKE BREAKFAST FOR TRIP
Sunday, February 25, 8:00 am-12:30 pm

Enjoy breakfast and support our youth travel-
ing to Houston for the ELCA Youth Gathering in 
June. Bring your whole family for pancakes, 
sausage, fruit, juice, and coffee. Adults $12. Kids 
eat free! Tickets will be on sale soon! 

BITE 2 GO BUILD AT 
SECOND HARVEST
Thursday, February 8, 
5:30-7:30 pm

Second Harvest part-
ners with schools and com-
munity organizations like St. 

Mark’s to provide weekend food supplies to chil-
dren in need during the school year. These Bite 
2 Go kits include a good mix of healthy, kid-
friendly, easy-to-open, single-serving, non-per-
ishable food items to cover four meals and three 
snacks over the weekend. Every Friday, staff 
members at participating schools put the pack-
ages of food discreetly in the backpacks of stu-
dents in need.

You can help by assembling the kits.  It’s fun! 
Volunteers as young as age 9 can participate 
with an adult. St. Mark’s has space reserved so 
please RSVP by emailing Susan Hagen at 
youth@stmarks-spokane.org or signing up on 
the Youth Board. Once you RSVP, Susan will 
provide you with registration instructions for you 
and your family.

Joy at the 
SPEAR 

Christmas 
party. 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Learning for All Ages
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THANK YOU

Dear Pastor Eric, Pastor Kate, and Mary Cares,

Thank you so much for your prayers and 
support during my recent surgery and recovery. 
It was very comforting to pray with Pastor Eric 
just before surgery.  I was told it was Eric’s sec-
ond trip to the hospital trying to see me.

My visit at home with Pastor Kate and receiv-
ing communion lifted my spirits and I am enjoy-
ing the beautiful prayer shawl she brought me.

I send my thanks also to Mary Cares for their 
cards of well wishes and encouragement.

I feel truly blessed to be a part of St. Mark’s 
family.  

Cindy Shane

Dear Members and Friends of St. Mark’s,

Thank you for your very generous support of 
our church and its ministries in 2017.  The offer-
ing for the month of December of $160,000 was 
the largest monthly offering in our history.  Your 
generosity allowed St. Mark’s to meet its annual 
general budget expenses including 10% in 
benevolence giving.

Your generous giving resulted in a net of 
$25,000 to the general fund.  This is a significant 
amount and the council will recommend at the 
semi-annual meeting that we earmark it to go 
towards the future purchase of a new church van 
to replace our current 2001 15-passenger van.   
The new vehicle will be safer and will continue to 
play an important and necessary part for our 
youth program as well as offering new opportuni-
ties for use by our adult and senior members.

Your support of the building/capital fund was 
also generous.  The $95,000 given to this fund in 
2017 paid our mortgage payments for the year 
and also paid the reminder of our parking lot 
project debt of $25,000!

   What a remarkable congregation!  Thank 
you to all.

St. Mark’s Church Council

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Births
Prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of Desmond 

Joseph Tanner, son of Cole & Theresa Tan-
ner, grandson of Cindy & Dave Tanner and 
great-grandson of Jack & Mary Lou Tanner. 

Sympathy
Prayers for the family of Dennis Rodin, former 

pastor at St. Mark’s, at the time of his death,  
November 18, 2017.

Prayers for the family of Claire Lemberg, sister of 
Ann Fennessy and daughter of Thelma Bor-
der, at the time of her death. 

SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, February 3, 6:30 pm

On the first Saturday of each month you 
are welcome to join us for a potluck immediately 
following the 5:30 service.  Great food!  Great 
fellowship! Bring your favorite dish and join this 
fun group!

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27, 10:30 am

Bible-based conversation in the conference 
room with Pastor Eric or Pastor Kate to study the 
Scripture texts for the week.  

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, February 6, 7:00 pm

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish 
house.  All women are invited to this fellowship 
group for conversation, laughter, prayer and re-
freshments.  

  
SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wed., Feb. 14 & 28, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet 
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll have 
lots of laughs and crazy discussions about 
everything, while having breakfast. All men are 
welcomed, saints or sinners!

                                                 continued page 10  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GROUPS                             continued from page 7

RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, February 8, at 10:00 am

All women are welcome to join us at the 
church for refreshments, conversation and a 
brief Bible study led by Pastor Kate or Pastor 
Eric.

WALKING CIRCLE
Second Friday, February 9, 10:00 am
      This group meets on the second Friday of 
each month.  In February we will meet at St. 
Mark’s and drive to the Spokane Valley Mall to 
walk, shop, and eat.  All women are welcome! 

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Second Sunday, February 11, 12:00 noon

This group will meet in the conference room.  
Dr. Liz Grosen, St. Mark’s member and surgeon 
with Cancer Care Northwest, will be the speaker.  
Sandwiches and a salad will be served.  This 
group is for those who have or have had can-
cer and for their family members and friends.

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Tuesday, February 20, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

Great conversation and fellowship with this 
“30ish or younger” group at Two Seven Public 
House in Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will 
lead a discussion and buy a few appetizers to share.  

EMPTY NESTERS
February date to be determined.
Questions: Pastor Eric or Susan Hagen, 747-6677
       This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be 
flying from the nest in the next year or two. We 
meet at various homes and everyone brings an 
appetizer to share and your drink of choice.

DIAKONIA GUILD
Fourth Tuesday, February 27, 2:00 pm
     Diakonia, an auxiliary of Lutheran Community 
Services, will meet at the Lutheran Community 
Services office, 210 W. Sprague Ave.

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, February 28, 7:00 am

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book for 
discussion is “The Refugees” by Viet Thanh 
Nguyen.  All book lovers are welcome!

�10

NEW MEMBER CLASSES BEGIN on Sun-
day, April 8 and continue for two additional 
weeks at 5:00 pm. Dinner is shared with one 
of our pastors and a few staff and church 
members, followed by information sessions 
about the Lutheran faith and our congrega-
tion. Please share this information. Ques-
tions: Loris Stupel, 747-6677. 


