
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR NELSON

Dear members and friends 
of St. Mark’s, children of 
God, 

Grace and peace to you!
As you know, in baptism 

you were gifted with all the 
faith that you will ever need. 
Jesus, through the Holy 
Spirit, saw to that in the 
water and the promise. 
Sometimes we forget that, 
particularly in the middle of a 
pandemic! That being said, 

how each of us understands the gift of faith and 
how we live it out at various times in our lives, in 
various circumstances, and in various callings is 
something we often call “formation”.  Over the 
years I have worked with a number of students 
who are preparing for rostered service in our 
church. I always try to ask them formation-type 
questions like, “Who have been important people 
for you in your formation.”  

As I discerned the possibility of interim 
ministry at St. Mark’s I asked myself some 
formation questions, and some of you and others 
asked formation questions of me, too.  Who have 
been important people for me in my formation?  
Here is how I answered:  My parents, John and 
Eileen Nelson, were great personal encouragers 
and models of the faith. I have three sisters and 
their families, Janet and Gary Ryden, Donna 
Nelson, and Caroline and John Shelton. The 
Rydens and Donna live in Spokane, and in fact, 
attend St. Mark’s. You may also know Donna 
from her work as Pastoral Assistant and 
Visitation Minister among you. Caroline and John 
live in Edmonds, just north of Seattle, and 
Caroline is a member of Edmonds Lutheran. 
This family guided me as a child, and still guides 
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CALLED TO TRUST GOD’S FUTURE
By Martin Wells 

Welcome to fall programming at St Mark’s 
Lutheran Church!

We have an exciting year planned under the 
theme, “Called to Trust God’s Future”. and we 
welcome your participation in this community of 
all who trust God!

Beginning now we enter Year 2 of our 
Collegeville grant for the exploration of the way 
the Holy Spirit CALLS us into life and vocation. If 
you’re feeling a little disoriented in the midst of 
our COVID-19 pandemic that is to be expected, 
but this year we want to emphasize that as 
God’s people WE HAVE BEEN HERE BEFORE 
and scripture will help us make sense of things!

Do you remember from your reading of the 
Old Testament that Israel was formed and 
guided by two huge and disruptive events in their 
life together? The first disruption called, freed, 
and formed them as God’s people in what we 
remember as the Exodus, freedom from slavery 
in Egypt. The second great event came many 
years later as the prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
and Isaiah warned God’s people (Jeremiah 
29:4-14) that they had wandered outside of 
God’s covenant calling, and as a result would 
face exile in the foreign land of Babylon. Their 
question was, and the question that rages 
through our world today is, HOW WILL WE FIND 
LIFE IN CAPTIVITY to a threat over which we 
have no control? Does that sound familiar? God 
is CALLING US in the midst of our captivity to a 
world-disorienting pandemic, and the testimony 
of scripture is that this loss and confusion is for 
our re-orientation to ultimate trust in God’s 
future. 

THE FOCAL QUESTION IS HOW, IN THE 
MIDST OF CONFUSION, DISRUPTION, LOSS 
AND SOME CHAOS WILL WE NEVERTHELESS
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PASTOR NELSON    continued from previous page

me today. I’m so very grateful!
I was baptized at Salem Lutheran here in 

Spokane, and I remember the formation by 
pastors, Sunday School teachers, and singing in 
the Jr. Choir directed by Walford Nelson. He 
helped me love sacred music! Our family moved 
to Seattle when I was 11.  We joined the nearest 
Lutheran church, Prince of Peace, SeaTac, WA, 
a large, suburban congregation. In each of the 
three years of confirmation classes my teacher 
was always our seminary intern for that year. 
These student pastors were great teachers and 
mentors, asking the most challenging questions 
of me, forming me. 

I did not experience some vivid call from God 
to Word and Sacrament ministry. I went to 
seminary simply to test the waters. Near the end 
of my first year I was broke, tired and had lots of 
questions. I looked on the seminary bulletin 
board and saw that a pastor in South Dakota 
was going to spend the summer as program 
director at Outlaw Ranch, a Lutheran camp. The 
congregation he served was looking for a 
“Summer Intern.” A stipend and room and board 
were offered. I needed a place to live, food, and I 
had a stack of bills, so I was off to St. James 
Lutheran Church in Leola, South Dakota. These 
saints formed me with words like, “You are just 
right. You need to go back to seminary.”  Now it 
may have been that they heard one too many 
questionable sermons from this first year 
seminarian and they thought that the seminary 
could fix me.  But over the summer weeks they 
convinced me that they saw something in me 
that I did not see. I grew to trust them, to be 
formed by them.   

God placed each of these people, and some 
entire congregations, in my path, and each one 
and many more asked me to stretch beyond my 
comfort level. How about you?  Who are some of 
the people who have formed you in the faith you 
were given in baptism? How did they go about 
forming you? Were there events in your life that 
formed you as a person of faith? It’s a good 
e x e r c i s e t o r e fl e c t o n t h e s e p e o p l e , 
organizations, and events that shaped you.  My 
prayer is that you are grateful for the good 

formation you received. Thank God for the 
careful formation you have received! 

I look forward to how I will continue to be 
formed in this interim ministry. I am honored that 
I may be someone who will help form you, too.  

Pastor Mark

CALLED TO TRUST continued from previous page

 BE GROUNDED IN THE PROMISES OF GOD?                            
We believe God is still active and will use this 

time to draw us close even in the midst of 
uncertainty. Will you join us as we remember 
other tumultuous days and ground ourselves in 
our calling to trust God’s future?

How shall we imagine this unfolding story? 
Here is where God is at work:

--Though we have lost a beloved leader 
in Pastor Eric Dull, a new leader, Pastor Edwin 
Weber, has stepped up to lead the Vocation 
Planning Team in helping us discern God’s call to 
us. Along with Pastor Kate LePard, Pastor Mark 
Nelson, and our faithful church council, we will 
press into the disorientation of a call process and 
trust in God’s guidance. 

--At some point in this uncertain year, we 
plan to host an all-congregation event that will 
anchor us in the teachings of the Exile and 
reassure us of God’s call to life for each of us.

--Our member, Ira Gardner, has given us 
beautiful new artwork for the narthex to inspire 
us in our own callings. Behind the photos of five 
of our members are videos that tell the stories of 
their anchorage in faith. This is the beginning of 
our knowing one another in new ways, listening 
to the stories of how a vibrant faith is lived out in 
day-to-day callings of our members.

--In addition, the pastors will be looking 
for the ways the Exile story might inspire fresh 
preaching, including “interview sermons” that 
proclaim the Gospel while celebrating the 
callings of members and friends.

--Our education program, from our youth, 
through confirmation, and adult studies will bring 
us examples of the way God is at work to 
rejuvenate us in a time of disruption.
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CALLED TO TRUST continued from previous page

--We are at work on a cell phone 
application that we believe will tether us to one 
another and offer us regular encouragement in 
challenging days.

--A group of faithful members are even 
now preparing to lead a new small group ministry 
after Christmas. Do you yearn to have help in 
discerning God’s call? We believe each of us can 
grow with the active support of one another, and 
that is the whole point of these groups. Watch for 
more information in November and registration in 
December for this opportunity in the new year.

Through these opportunities we have 
planned for an excellent year together. We invite 
you to join us in welcoming the convoluted days 
ahead with an ultimate TRUST IN GOD’S 
FUTURE.

COMMUNICATION AT ST. MARK’S 

Please remember that, even though the 
church building is closed due to the pandemic, 
our staff checks voicemail daily, picks up mail in 
the mailbox daily, and we all check email on a 
regular basis. Don’t hesitate to call or email with 
questions:

• Need a member’s new address or phone 
number? We often have that information.

• Want to receive less paper from St. Mark’s? 
Let us know and make sure we have your 
email so we can communicate in that fashion.

• Need a pickup of items for one of our social 
ministry projects? We can team you up with 
someone who can help.

• Need a refresher on a simple computer 
question to help watch worship? Contact us.

We are updating our church directories.
• Did you get rid of your landline? 
• Get a new email or phone number? 
• Not sure if we have your preferred contact 

info?
Please let us know of any changes at 

office@stmarks-spokane.org or 509.747.6677 so our 
directory will be up-to-date. Thank you.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Our website contains our calendar, which is 

updated on a regular basis. It is very useful to 
find out dates and times for anything happening 
related to St. Mark’s. It’s a great place to check 
out things any time of the day or night. 

VOCATION GRANT UPDATE
We hope you are following our progress 

through our Collegeville grant in support of the 
notion of Vocation and Calling. If you would like a 
copy of our report for Year 1 and our approved 
Plan for Year 2, please be in touch with Jane 
Somers in the church office at office@Stmarks-
Spokane.org to request copies.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council meets Monday, 

September 14, at 7:00 pm by Zoom.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
St. Mark’s annual congregational meeting is 

scheduled for Sunday, September 20, at 10:45 
am by Zoom. We will send out an email with a 
Zoom invite and attach the 2019 annual report 
with it. We need a quorum of 40 members per 
our bylaws to have a valid meeting. Agenda 
items include presentation of the annual report 
and election of new council members. Watch for 
your Zoom invitation to be sent out the week 
prior to the meeting.

LENTEN BOXES
As so many things have changed, perhaps 

your Lenten boxes got swept under a couch or 
stuck in a closet. We appreciate the ones which 
occasionally trickle in. We planned to give the 
donation to Feed My Starving Children, a 
program which we have supported for years. 
However they have postponed their Sept. 25-26 
packaging date with no set time in the future. 

We collected $96 as of August 15 and 
decided to support Second Harvest, as they are 
an established feeding program in Spokane and 
organize the Bite2Go program. Thanks to all who 
turned in their Lenten boxes. 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SERVICE TIMES: A NEW NORMAL
Our virtual Sunday worship service continues 

weekly at 9:30 am premiering on Facebook. 
More information below.

Starting in September, this will be our 
Sunday morning schedule. It is subject to 
change, as we fine tune things.

✞ Coffee Hour – 8:30 am by Zoom, half of 
the congregation each week

✞ Alleluia Choir Practice – 8:45 am by 
Zoom

✞ Worship – 9:30 am, virtual premiere on 
Facebook 

✞ Education Time – 10:30 am
• Adult Forum by Zoom
• Godly Play – virtual premieres on 

Facebook

Did you miss virtual church last Sunday? We 
have over 100 of the most recent sermons on 
our website. Go to www.stmarks-spokane.org 
and click on the tab “Worship”. The sermon is 
posted by the Tuesday following worship; you 
can listen from your computer or download it to 
listen to later. You can even send the link to a 
friend. 

Also available is the Sunday bulletin and 
worship folder, both of which can be found under 
the “Resources” tab in the Worship section. 
There is also lots of information on our website, 
so check it out! 

Worship can be found in three places. After  
live broadcast, the worship service is available 
on:

•  Our website – www.stmarks-spokane.org 
on the tab “Worship Services”. On our 
website you can also find the Sunday 
bulletin and worship folder (under the 
tab “Streaming”) before the service is 
posted to the website, which usually 
happens by the Tuesday after worship.

• Facebook – Our facebook page is “St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church.”

• YouTube – Our YouTube channel -
 StMarksLutheranSpokane  

First, in your web browser, go to  You 
Tube.com, then in the search bar type in 
 "StMarksLutheranSpokane"

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEDITATION
We continue on Facebook with this 

opportunity to reflect, Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. 
A pastor or lay person leads us in contemplation 
and prayer. 

THANK YOU

We are thankful for the care, support, and 
prayers from St. Mark’s at the time of our 
daughter Leslie’s hospitalization in late March 
and following her death on April 6. Thank you to 
all who reached across the divide of COVID-19 
isolation to extend comfort and prayers. 

Tiina and Neal Buckaloo and family 

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your donation! Your generosity 

has allowed us to provide health, justice and 
hope during this time of isolation and uncertainty. 
Thanks to you, we’ve seen stories of hope 
emerge as our staff and volunteers have pivoted 
to supporting our clients virtually.

These stories have inspired and encourages 
us to continue to show up for our communities in 
new and creative ways, and we hope they 
inspire you too. Visit lcsn.org/our-stories to read 
three stories of hope that wouldn’t have been 
possible without you. Thank you again for your 
contribution.

In Health, 
Elliot Stockstad
Chief Development Officer
Lutheran Community Services

NOTE: For background, Lutheran Community 
Services is one of the organizations that St. Mark’s 
supports as part of our General Fund benevolences. 
We donate $1,000 to this very important organization 
each month. We are able to do this because of your 
generous support of St. Mark’s. Thank you. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS
Blessings on the birth of Ida Marie Higgs 

daughter of Jeannie & Ben Higgs, granddaughter of 
Karen & Keith Nelson, and great granddaughter of Ida 
Felton. Born June 21, 2020.

FUNERALS
Helen Eldenburg – graveside July 17, 2020.

SYMPATHY
Prayers for the family of Lanney Martin at the time of 

his death.  
Prayers for the family of Jerry Thomas at the time of 

his death.
Prayers for the family of Helen Eldenburg at the time 

of her death.  
Prayers for the family of Gladys DeRuwe at the time 

of her death.  
Prayers for the family of Ida Korf, sister of Mary Ann 

Tupper, at the time of her death.
Prayers for the family of Ken Bridgeman at the time 

of his death. 
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MONEY MATTERS

Wow! Who would have thought that as summer starts to wane, we would still be away from the 
physical building of St. Mark’s. Although we aren’t physically at the church, it is nice to see the shared 
comments and connections every Sunday at 9:30 am when our worship service premiers on Facebook.

The main message I want to convey today is how appreciative we are with the incredible show of 
support we have seen with the continuation of strong and consistent giving every month. We appreciate 
all who are able to support the ministry of St. Mark’s. 

We are ahead of where we usually are going into the summer months. We continue to think of 
creative new ways to connect and maintain the relationships we have through St. Mark’s.

Thank you all! 

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
509.747.6677

Fund July Giving

Year to Date 2020 Operating Budget

Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 47,841.00 $ 
418,476.33

$ 
425,872.53 $ 456,283.33 $ -7,396.20

Mortgage $ 5,382.00 $ 48,553.81 $ 42,033.55 $ 40,999.00 $ 6,520.26

THANK YOU

The pastors and staff continue to be 
in awe of the many notes of support 
and encouragement we continue to 
receive in our mailbox, on Facebook, 
email, and phone messages. They 
have been shared and are appreciated. 
We look forward to being together 
soon. 



GODLY PLAY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Godly Play is coming to your living room! 

Rally Day on September 13 will kick off our 
2020-2021 school year for Sunday School with a 
children's lesson during service. A pre-recorded 
Godly Play story and music video will then be 
released every Sunday at 10:30 after worship 
time, beginning on Sunday, September 20. This 
will be a time for children and families to learn 
new songs from Ann Benson and learn a new 
Bible story, similar to our in-person Sunday 
School format. 

After each video, your children will have time 
for "response time" to do personal reflection and 
wondering through art, writing, and play at home. 
Response bags with art supplies and Godly Play 
parent pages (summaries of each lesson) will be 
handed out during our Rally Day parade on 
Sunday, September 13 from 10:45 am - 12:00 
pm. See you then to pick up your own bag. All 
children and congregation members are 
welcome to be a part of our new format.

Questions? Contact Katie Kadlec at 
360.600.3633 or at kadlecfam@gmail.com.

RALLY DAY PARADE
Join us on Sunday, September 13 for a 

St. Mark's Rally Day parade to help kick off our 
fall youth programs including confirmation, WWL, 
Alleluia Choir, and Godly Play Sunday School.

 Drive through the parking lot between 10:45 
am - 12:00 pm to various stations to pick up 
confirmation and WWL  packets, Alleluia Choir 
information, and Sunday School art bags. 
Receive a small gift and blessing for your school 
laptops/computers from the pastors. 

This is also a chance to meet our new Youth 
Program Director, Eric Allen and our Interim 
Pastor, Mark Nelson, and a time to visit with 
Pastor Kate and Pastor Edwin from the safety of 
your car. 

Updated St. Mark's directories will also be 
available to pick up for all congregation 
members. Looking forward to seeing you all and 
excited to start a new school year in a new way!

BLESSING OF THE LAPTOPS
Just because school is different this year, it 

doesn't mean you won't be blessed! Pastor Kate 
and Pastor Edwin will be blessing laptops and 
computers this fall. Join us during church service 
on Rally Day, September 13, for a special 
blessing and then drive through during our Rally 
Day Parade from 10:45 am - 12:00 pm for a 
small gift to help kick the school year off. This is 
for all children, teens, college age, and teachers. 
Blessings to you all!

WWL AND CONFIRMATION
Walk ing wi th the L ight (WWL) and 

confirmation are coming up! 
All fifth through twelfth graders are welcome to 

join on Wednesday nights for nine weeks in the fall 
and seven weeks in the winter. The youth will meet 
with their respective grade levels from 6:00 to 6:50  
pm and come together for worship at 7:00. Grades 
five-seven will participate in WWL and grades eight 
through ten in confirmation. Youth in grades 11 or 12 
are welcome to hang out on a separate zoom call and 
will also need to register.

Key Dates to keep in mind:
• September 16: 6:00 - 6:50 pm, Youth 

and parent orientation
• September 23: 6:00 - 6:50 pm, Fall 

WWL/confirmation programs begin
• November 11: 6:00 - 6:50 pm, Fall WWL/

confirmation programs end
• January 6: 6:00 - 6:50 pm, Winter WWL/

confirmation programs begin
• February 17: 6:00 - 6:50 pm, Winter 

WWL/confirmation programs end
•

CONFIRMATION
Following last year's model, the confirmands 

have a credit system of activities to participate in. 
This will help them learn more about the church 
through learning about the Bible, participating in 
worship, doing volunteer service, and taking 
sermon notes.

The students will track their progress using 
Google Classroom so they will always know their 
progress. If they don’t have a Google account, 
students can make one for free to access the 
confirmation materials. Please contact Eric Allen 
with any questions at 253.278.2708 or 
youth@stmarks-spokane.org. 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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
CHRISTMAS IN JULY

St. Mark's had a number of our own families 
and friends from Emanuel Lutheran Church in 
Ritzville participate in our online VBS program 
that ran through July. We learned about angels, 
friendship, shepherds, the birth of Jesus, and the 
importance of following the star. Each week 
included a story told by a pastor, Christmas 
carols, a weekly mission project, wondering 
questions, and a craft project. A huge thank you 
to each of the pastors, to Ann Benson for 
teaching us new and traditional Christmas 
songs, and to all the families that took part in 
VBS!
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ALLELUIA CHOIR WELCOMES YOU!
If you are a first through sixth grader, we 

would love to have you join us via Zoom each 
Sunday morning at 8:45 am. We just finished 
up three jam-packed days of online fun in our St. 
Mark’s Choir Camp. We sang, played games, 
and laughed with friends from St. Mark’s. We will 
continue the fun in Alleluia Choir - singing, 
learning, socializing with one another and 
preparing virtual choir “performance” videos for 
worship. It’s going to be amazing! Come give it a 
try.

Our first Zoom rehearsal of the year will 
be Sunday, September 13, 8:45 am-9:15 am.  
If you would like to attend, or have questions 
about how it’s going to work for your child, 
contact Ann Benson, 509.954.9819 or 
annmbbenson@gmail.com, for Zoom login info.

                       CHOIR CAMP

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY IS BACK!
Thursdays, 6:00 pm, Sept. 17 - Advent

We will be looking at the prophets and kings of 
Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles, and the stories of 
Hannah, Eli, Samuel, Saul, David, Jonathan, Abigail, 
Bathsheba, Absalom, Tamar, Solomon, and Elijah, 
among others. 

Each week, Pastor Edwin will release a video on 
the Bible passages. On Thursday evenings at 6 pm, 
folks can gather via Zoom for a discussion led by 
Pastor Edwin on how these stories impact our faith. 
These Bible studies also count for confirmation credit.

ADULT FORUM, FALL 2020
CALLED TO TRUST GOD’S FUTURE
Beginning September 27, 10:45-11:45, Zoom

Have you ever felt like you don't fit in 
because of the values and beliefs you hold?

Have you ever wondered if God has turned 
away or is angry?

Have you ever thought the people of Israel 
went through things like we do?

Have you ever felt like you are on a faith 
journey, learning to trust God?

If so, you would enjoy the Adult Forums we 
have planned for this year.  We will be exploring, 
together, what God's people have experienced in 
difficult times when life seemingly turned upside-
down. Living in exile - that is what God's people 
dealt with in a foreign country.  Sometimes our 

   country seems foreign to us. 
Our values and our identity as 
followers of Jesus often don't 
fit with what is going on. The 
prophets and psalm writers 
have a lot to say that helps us 
p r o c e s s t h e g r i e f a n d 
confusion of feeling like an 
exile people. And they have 
w o r d s f o r u s t h a t a r e 
encouraging for God's people.

         Join us for presentations by 
five different pastors and then 
group discussion.  We will 
look at our lives through the 
lens of the exile event.  We 
will explore, together, what 
God is calling us to be and do. 
We will grow in faithfulness 
and further reinforce our 
foundation of trust in the Lord.
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NEIGHBORHOOD SUNDAY LUNCH AT ST. ANN’S
St. Mark’s volunteers provide a meal at St. 

Ann’s Catholic church, in the East Central 
neighborhood. The next time we serve is 
Sunday, September 13. We have fun visiting 
with one another while cooking, serving, and 
cleaning up afterwards. 

We have a new format to fit the COVID-19 
guidelines for Spokane County. We make sack 
lunches with several additional items such as 
string cheese, hard boiled eggs and more. Meal 
prep starts at 9:30 am. We start handing out 
sack lunches at 11:00 am and distribute until 
12:30 pm or until we have run out of meals. 
Currently some regular groups are not 
comfortable serving so the schedule has been 
changed to accommodate that.

P lease con tac t Donna Evenson a t 
donnae1111@gmail.com or 509.434.4940 if you 
are interested in participating. Sunday dates for 
the remainder of 2020 are as follows:

• September 13
• October 18
• November 29

ALL SAINTS TUESDAY SUPPERS
Typically, St. Mark’s volunteers help out this 

program on the fourth Tuesday of every month. 
This group has not provided food service since 
April, due to the Covid virus. They usually serve 
between 150 and 200 homeless folks a meal 
each Tuesday evening. Instead, they are now 
donating to the Spokane Food Bank. Pastor 
Eschenbacher is hoping to resume service in 
September.

Our contact at St. Mark’s for this ministry is 
Bob Loomis , who can be reached a t 
509.710.5102. We are looking for a new person 
to replace Bob as the liaison with All Saints. If 
you have an interest in this type of ministry, 
please let the church office know and someone 
will get back to you.  

SHALOM MINISTRIES
Shalom Ministries provides breakfast 

Monday through Thursday and dinner Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday in the downtown 
community, for homeless and low income 
people. Currently meals are served in disposable 
containers as grab-and-go meals, prepared by 
the Core Team (downtown diners who volunteer 
or are employed by Shalom). 

The need has increased since the outbreak 
of COVID-19. In June, Shalom served 5,839 
meals. 

Shalom will be hosting a "virtual fundraiser" 
in November to benefit the ministry. More 
information will be provided. 

BITE2GO: YE OF SO MUCH FAITH!
By Patti Berg

Usually, this is the time of year when I 
approach St. Mark’s members and ask them for 
their financial help in supporting the Bite2Go 
program at Franklin Elementary. With the closing 
of the physical schools in March, we tried to 
continue serving the families in need – we 
continued as best we could but the numbers 
declined. Not having a cohesive plan yet for the 
feeding program, we are not using the funds in 
our account, thereby allowing us enough funds 
to support any families that come forward in the 
near future. You are always welcome to send 
money to St. Mark’s marked for the Bite2Go 
program and we will hold it until needed, or you 
can always send money directly to Second 
Harvest Food Bank with the designation of St. 
Mark’s/Franklin Elementary Bite2Go. Thank you 
for your continued support for this worthy cause. 
It is such a struggle for some to feed their 
families and for kids to concentrate on learning 
when they are hungry. I will keep you informed of 
any financial needs as well as a need for 
volunteers to help deliver the food kits.

For those who might not know about this 
program: In normal times, we provided a kit of 
shelf-stable food to kids on the lunch program for 
them to take home every Friday.  Sometimes, 
that would be the only food they would get on a 
weekend. Right now, we’re not sure how this will 
work, but we do hope to continue helping those 
in need.
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PROGRAMS
As we have done in the past at St. Mark’s, 

we are collecting items to send to places around 
the world where children need these basics to 
get an education.

  
 SCHOOL KITS. Each kit needs:

•  4 - 70 sheet notebooks of wide or college-
ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10 1.2”, no loose-
leaf paper, please 
•   1 - box of 16 or 24 crayons
• 1 -30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 

centimeters on one side and inches on the 
other. 

• 1 – pencil sharpener
• 1 – pair of blunt scissors
• 5 – unsharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers
• 5 – black or blue ballpoint pens
• 1 – 2 ½ inch eraser
•

PERSONAL CARE KITS
      We have some items for these kits but still 
need the following:

• 1  towel, minimum size is 20” x 40” up to 27” 
x 52” 

• 2 bars of soap, bath sized, 4 – 5 oz. each, in 
original wrapping  

• 1 sturdy comb; remove packaging 
• 1 metal nail clipper (attached file optional); 

remove packaging  

Feel free to bring these items to the Rally 
Sunday event September 13 or call the church 
office to:

1). make an appointment to drop them off or
2). request a pickup of your items. 

SPEAR
As SPEAR has transitioned to more of a local 

food/other needs bank, there are specific things 
that are needed on an ongoing basis. Especially 
critical right now:

• Toilet paper
• Hand lotion
• Shampoo
• Conditioner
• Plastic grocery bags, used to hand out 

items.
These may be dropped off on Pat Manz’ front 
porch, 1412 S. Tacoma St. There is a bin there 
for safe keeping.

STEWARDS OF CREATION
Stewards of Creation is a new small group 

gathering around a shared interest in how we 
can answer the call from God to be good 
stewards of all creation. 

There are so many different topics of interest 
and varied skills and passions which connect to 
this vocation which we all have, and our Steward 
of Creation group has been exploring many of 
these. We are particularly interested in hearing 
from you. We have made a survey to gauge 
interests and experience levels. You can 
complete the survey online at https://forms.gle/
rZvYRanxJk7FpUXJ9. If you do not have internet 
access, please contact Pastor Edwin who can 
mail you a paper copy or schedule a phone call 
to complete the survey. Thank you for your 
participation! 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When our routines have been tipped on their 
heads and so many new ones have evolved, St. 
Mark’s volunteers have proven they are flexible 
and generous. They are thoughtful and ready to 
step up in ways never before anticipated. 

To our musicians, our readers, our 
photographers, our technician, the online 
services are enriched by your commitment and 
your creativity. Thank you for ministering to us 
each week.

To our outreach folks and our grounds 
keeping volunteers, thank you for keeping our 
presence felt and seen both out in the 
community and right here on the St. Mark’s 
grounds.

To envelope stuffers and label stickers, our 
ability to keep our congregants up to date and 
informed through letters and the Messenger has 
felt crucial. Thank you for this quiet detailed 
work.

To those of you who have noticed a need and 
filled it willingly, great appreciation is flowing your 
way.

To those of you with quick responses, even 
when the shoe hasn’t fit, thank you for keeping 
the jobs of St. Mark’s staff running smoothly. 
Seriously, this is a tremendous help.

To all of our volunteers: Thank you for being 
available! Thank you for being encouraging! 
Thank you for being patient! Thank you for being 
adaptable! We will continue to find ways to 
include more of you as COVID-19 becomes 
more controlled. If you have not yet had a turn 
and are eager for a role, reach out. We will do 
our best to fit you in. In the meantime, we will 
continue to contact you directly when we have a 
role to fill.

Gina Bloom
Volunteer Coordinator
volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org
509.413.8300

YOUR CHURCH CAN USE SOME HELP!
Even though we are not currently using the 

church building, there are still ways that you can 
volunteer at St. Mark’s.   

• The Care of Creation Committee had an 
energy audit done by Avista. One 
recommendation to save energy was 
to add weatherstripping to our front 
door. If this a project that you would 
like to tackle, please call the office to 
arrange for access to the church.

• Fall is coming so our grounds could use 
raking and other work to prepare for 
winter.  Feel free to bring your yard 
tools and get to work on any section 
you wish to tackle. Contact Donna 
Nelson if you have questions.

• Our church vans are not being used but 
they could still use some TLC. Let the 
office know if you are interested in 
helping to drive, wash, or maintain 
them.

• If you have any other talents or skills you 
would like to share, let us know.  We will 
find a project for you. 

ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Through the incredible generosity of the 

members of St. Mark’s and the Spokane 
community, fundraising for our organ project has 
been strong even amid these trying times. An 
anonymous donor contributed $14,000 earlier this 
year, and with our matching funds, outstanding 
pledges, and grant money through the Spokane 
Preservation Advocates, we have met our 
fundraising goal of $80,000 for the project. 

We had anticipated moving forward with the 
replacement of the organ console this fall, but  
COVID-19 restrictions limit business travel 
currently, so we are waiting until our builder, 
Marceau Pipe Organs, Inc. of Seattle, can resume 
travel. If you have made a pledge and still have 
not sent in the funds, please consider doing so. 
We will keep the congregation updated as things 
continue to develop. Thank you all so much for 
your contribution to our music ministry at St. 
Mark’s. 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We celebrated Susan Hagen and her 
incredibly productive years as the Director of 
Youth and Family Ministry in late June.  
Members in over fifty cars came to thank her 
(and super-supportive husband, Todd) for their 
years of service. With proper social distancing in 
place, she was able to visit, behind masks, those 
who came to our drive-by appreciation 
celebration. Thanks to all those who put together 
a truly joyous time.

Dear Friends at St. Mark’s,
Thank you so much for the love and support 

you showed me through my years as Director of 
Youth and Family Ministries. That love was never 
more evident as at my drive-by “retirement” party 
at the end of June. It was such a treat to see so 
many of you in person and I truly felt celebrated. 
I cherish all the cards and messages too. I am 
grateful that you are my church community! 

With love and appreciation,
Susan Hagen  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ST. MARK’S KNOWS HOW TO THROW A PARTY!



In July, we said thank you and good-bye to 
Pastor Eric Dull and wife Katie, who is the 
veterinarian to many pets of families in the St. 
Mark’s community. In addition to honoring Eric 
and Katie with decorated cars, people were able 
to have their photograph taken with Flat Eric, say 
goodbye to Eric and Katie, and sign a collage of 
photographs of our church. After 22 years at St. 
Mark’s, Eric is now the sole pastor at United 
Lutheran Church in Eugene, Oregon. We wish 
him and Katie all good things in their new 
endeavors. There were over 100 carloads of 
church members who came to honor Eric and 
Katie. We appreciate all who participated and 
contributed their talents to make this event such 
a success.

Dear St. Mark’s Congregation,
My farewell drive-by good-bye under such 

trying circumstances was incredible. Thanks to 
all who were able to attend, I am thankful for 
each and every one of you. The collage of 
photos of St. Mark’s with so many signatures will 
be a sweet reminder of the years I spent at St. 
Mark’s. Additionally, thank you so much for the 
Bob Schmidt bowl. I have always wanted one 
like this and I will display it and remember you all 
fondly. I have truly been blessed to be one of 
your pastors and will look forward to a future 
reunion. You will all be in my prayers!

Love,
Pastor Eric 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CELEBRATING ERIC WITH HELP FROM FLAT ERIC



If you are interested in a group that meets 
virtually by Zoom, you will need an email invitation. To 
receive it, email the church office at office@stmarks-
spokane.org and mention which group you are 
interested in.

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE, by Zoom
Every Tuesday, 10:30 am

This is a Bible-based conversation to study the 
Scripture texts for the week. All are welcome.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH, by Zoom
First Tuesday, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677

All women are invited to this fellowship group for 
conversat ion, laughter, prayer and v i r tua l 
refreshments. Pastor Kate leads this group.

GEN-X GROUP, by Zoom
Second Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm
Questions: Steve Somers, 869-8457

This group of Gen-X aged men (40s through 
50s) has lively discussion on faith and life issues.
 

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS, by Zoom
Second & Fourth Wednesdays, 7:00 am
Questions: Dave Troyke, 879-1423

This men’s group has lots of laughs and 
interesting discussions about everything, while having 
breakfast. All men are welcome, saints and sinners! 

THEOLOGY ON TAP, by Zoom
Third Tuesday, June 18, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Edwin, 747-6677

This group has great conversation and fellowship 
with “30s or younger” folks. Pastor Edwin leads the 
discussion.

THE MEANDERING BUNCH (formerly WALKING 
CIRCLE) - not currently meeting 
Second Friday, 10:00 am
Questions: Martha Harvie, 279-3599

This group plans a monthly outing of taking a 
walk along with other socializing.

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP - not currently 
meeting
Third Sunday, 12:00 pm
Questions: Judy Palrud, 202-7761 

This group includes those who are in remission or 
undergoing treatments as well as any family members 
who wish to attend. We meet to visit and share stories 
of support and encouragement. 

BOOK GROUP - not currently meeting
Last Wednesday, 7:00 am 
Questions: Pat Sowder, 747-6677
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NOTE: Currently, worship is online, Sundays 

at 9:30 am. The church office is closed but 

messages can be left.

Faith and Fellowship Groups
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