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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ERIC
“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then
we will see face to face. Now I know only in part;
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully
known.”
The above verse comes from possibly the
best known passage in all of scripture. It is the
passage that has been used at the majority of
weddings that I have officiated. It speaks of a
desire to see clearly and to know fully even as
we live in the promise that we are fully seen and
fully known. As people of faith, an acknowledgment that we don’t see clearly is a good place to
start. The apostle Paul places this understanding in the middle of his conversation about what
love is. Love starts with an understanding that
we don't see clearly. For this reason, we are encouraged to open our lives to the possibility of
being changed.
We live in a day and age where a posturing
of being right has taken precedence. Be careful
here. If your mind immediately went to what you
consider the “other side” you may be missing the
point. I know for myself, my desire to make sure
I am standing up for whom I consider the vulnerable has prevented me from listening to others
who hold a different view. Jesus’ words ring in
my ears, “Those who have ears to hear, let them
listen.” Personally, the biggest conflicts I have
had in life have happened because of a lack of
listening and a presumption that I was seeing
clearly.
I once heard at a conference, “church should
be about changing lives.” Because we see dimly, our lives need to be changed on a daily basis.
Lately, I have been thinking about this business
of changing lives.
And I wonder if St. Mark’s
has changed your life? I know it has changed
mine. I have been stretched to see things differently in my time serving here. I hold to the
continued next page

Christmas Eve Worship
St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church
Sunday, December 24
4:00 pm Holy Communion,
Candlelight Family Worship
6:00 pm Holy Communion,
Candlelight and Carols
10:00 pm Holy Communion,
Candlelight and Carols with the
Chancel Choir
The fourth Sunday of Advent worship
will be Saturday, December 23, at
5:30 pm and Sunday, December
24, at 10:00 am (one service only).

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE CONTINUES:
GIVE BOLDLY
Thanks to all who responded to our stewardship drive in November to Give Boldly by returning
your pledge card. Your generous response helps
the church council as it makes budget decisions
for 2018. For those who have not made a commitment, please consider how you will support the
programs and mission of St. Mark’s next year.
Pledge cards may be mailed to the church, placed
in the offering plate or left in the office. Blank
cards can be found in the pews or office. Thank
you for your support!

PASTOR ERIC

continued from previous page

NOTE THIS!

premise that church should lift our faith both intellectually and emotionally.
Through music,
conversation, worship and service, my life is
changed and my faith life is changed.
Ultimately, changing lives is God’s business.
It is the good news of Jesus Christ that changes
lives. In Christ we have our hope of a living God
who breaks into our daily life showing us that
love is the only way. Our need to win, or be
right, or sure, or save face often gets in the way
of love. Today we see only in part. This is why
we can allow our lives to be changed in little and
big ways on a daily basis. Once we think we
have it all figured out, we have stopped listening
and are refusing to allow God’s love to work
through us.
I have one question for you. Are you ready
to have your life changed?

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on
Friday, December 1, for a scheduled power
outage by Avista, December 22—26 for Christmas holiday and January 1 for New Year’s Day.
FLOWER CHART
A new flower chart will be posted by the front
door in the narthex soon! Thank you to those
who provide flowers for our services in memory
or honor of someone, or in celebration of a special event. Please sign up and include your
phone number next to the date of your choice.
Questions? Contact Jane in the church office at
747-6677.

See you in church,
Pastor Eric

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s church council will meet on Monday, December 11, at 7:00 pm in the conference room.

P. S. Many of you have been asking the
question where we are in the call process. Currently, the call committee hasn’t received any
new names to consider. I have been in contact
with our Bishop and she continues to think about
new candidates for us to consider. In addition,
the church council will be looking at the question
of whether we might go a different route and look
at the possibility of St. Mark’s becoming an internship site helping train future leaders of the
church.
The church council and call committee continue to be diligent in their work as we minister in
the here and now and look to the future. We are
blessed to have many resources here at St.
Mark’s. Continue to hold your church in your
prayers as we look to a future always led by the
Holy Spirit!

CHANCEL CHOIR
St. Mark’s chancel choir rehearsals are on
Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the music room. If you
are interested in singing in the choir we’d love to
have you. If you have questions please contact
Debbie Hansen at 838-8730.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Baptisms
Ephraim & Daphne Huri, son & daughter of Jennifer
& Evan Huri. Daphne & Ephraim’s sponsors are
Angela Bursch & Ashley Fritz. (11/12/17).
Emrie Gingras, daughter of Jackie & Scott Gingras.
Emrie’s sponsors are Aleisha & Christien Colvin
(11/12/17).
Marriages
Blessings on the marriage of Brenda Blake & Eric
Biddle (11/4/17).

Welcome back, Pastor Kate!

Sympathy
Prayers for the family of Eve Bachman, mother of
Layne Bachman, at the time of her death.

Pastor Kate returns from her six-month
sabbatical on December 1.
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MONEY MATTERS
October
Fund
General
Mortgage

Giving

2017 Operating Budget – Year to Date
Giving

Expenses

Budgeted

Net - YTD

$ 64,405.16

$ 563,496.24

$ 620,750.37

$ 695,065.83

$ -57,254.13

$ 8,266.50

$ 75,939.94

$ 58,619.73

$ 58,570.00

$ 17,320.85

As is our tradition at St. Mark’s, November is Stewardship Month. Planning for our 2018 budget is
much easier and is more accurate when we get back the pledge cards that were recently mailed. Our
hope is that you will prayerfully consider increasing your pledge as you are able, or turn in a pledge
card for the first time. The completed cards can be mailed to the office or brought to church and
turned in with your regular offering. We are grateful for everyone who has already turned in a card;
thank you so much. If you still need a pledge card, please let us know; we would be happy to get one
to you.
October’s numbers continue the trend we have seen this fall. Our giving is similar to last year at
this time but our average expenses have increased. We generally come into the final months of the
year behind; however, our congregation is normally very generous with holiday giving. We hope to
make up our $57,000 deficit to finish the year in the black.
Our healthy positive balance in the Mortgage Fund allows for a good cushion. One major repair or
event such as a severe wind storm and we will be grateful to have those funds to draw on.
Have a joyous and peaceful Christmas.
Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

The funds raised help charitable organizations throughout the world, country, and right
here in Spokane. Watch for the next Messenger
to see where all the money goes.
The winner of raffle item no. 1, the beautiful
wine rack made by Don Patterson with wine
glasses from Peggy Patterson, and several bottles of wine, is Kevin Polito. The proud winner of
raffle item no. 2, the canned goods, Ross Coble
pottery, and beautiful Bob Schmidt hand-turned
wooden bowl . . . is Ruth Schmidt ☺. Congratulations and thanks to all who contributed. We
couldn’t have done it without you!
Loris Stupel and Judy Palrud

Thank you! - We had such a great turn out
of items for the bazaar, and committed support of
help before, during, and after the event. Thank
you to those who made creatively themed baskets, bid on baskets, donated quality items,
baked, and labored for many hours.
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THE SMORGASBORD IS COMING!
Sunday, December 10, 4:00 or 6:00 pm
Plan to join us at either sitting. Some may
want to attend the Sunday School Christmas
pageant at 5:00 pm, either before or after you
eat. St. Mark’s provides the meat (including lutefisk) and beverages, you bring your family’s favorite holiday side dish to share and we all have
a wonderful Scandinavian-inspired fellowship
meal. We encourage you to bring a dish from
your tradition, whatever your heritage.
Cheerful accordion music serenades the
evening and beautiful Lucia Brides sing for us
while serving cookies at the end of the meal. We
would love more participation from new and seasoned church goers!
Please remember that those coming to the
first seating and arriving early should wait in the
narthex until we are ready to serve. This is to
avoid interrupting the pageant rehearsal. We'll
have coffee and maybe even some Christmas
carol singing.
Some of our long time volunteers are
moving on to other commitments. Do you
have a talent in decorating? We are looking for
leadership in decorating on Saturday, December 9, which takes place all morning. We can
always use extra help on the cleanup crew and
in the kitchen during both seatings. Look for the
sign-up sheet in the narthex, or contact Loris
Stupel at 747-6677 or finance@stmarksspokane.org, if you would like to help with this
festive event.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS
ADVENT BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 2, 9:30 – 11:00 am
A celebration for families of ALL SIZES and
ALL AGES to welcome this season of hopeful
expectation. Enjoy a light breakfast, Advent
hymns, family crafts, and possibly some new
family Advent traditions! Please sign up on the
bulletin board in the Narthex or RSVP to the
church office at 747-6677 or office@stmarksspokane.org
NOTE: If your family already has an Advent
wreath candle ring, please bring it with you. Otherwise, one will be provided. If you have questions please contact Debbie Olson at 714-2774.
COMPLINE SERVICES
Wednesdays, December 6, 13, 20, 7:00 pm
Take a break this Advent. On Wednesday
evenings we will be using the service of Night
Prayer also known as Compline. This worship
service lasts between twenty and thirty minutes.
Following our worship time we will serve wine,
juice, crackers and cheese for a brief fellowship
time.

LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES and
SPEAR GIVING TREE
The tree is up and covered with the Christmas gift wishes for the LCS foster children as
well as the SPEAR kids. Just take a tag from the
tree, purchase and wrap the gift beautifully. Put
the original tag on the gift and return it to the
church by Sunday, December 17. Please be
mindful of this return date so that all of the wishes can be fulfilled. Give a child a wonderful
Christmas!
Contact Susan Hagen, 747-6677, with any
questions.

LEFSE MAKING
Are you looking forward to enjoying some
lefse at St. Mark’s annual smorgasbord? We
need YOU to get with a friend or two and spend
an evening or weekend making a few batches of
lefse. The St. Mark’s recipe is available at the
smorgasbord sign-up area in the narthex, unless
you have a favorite recipe you prefer to use.
Lefse freezes well, so don’t put off making some.
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT!

Learning for All Ages

Sunday, December 10, 5:00 pm
St. Mark’s annual Sunday School Christmas
pageant will be presented between sittings of the
smorgasbord. It will feature traditional Christmas
hymns and the telling of the Christmas story. A
great way to prepare your heart for the season!

WWL & CONFIRMATION
Winter session begins on Wednesday, January 10, at 6:00 pm.
SUNDAY SCHOOL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Rehearsals for the St. Mark’s annual Christmas pageant will be held during the Sunday
School time 9:45 am - 10:30 am on Sunday,
December 3 and December 10 in the sanctuary.
Godly Play resumes on December 17 at 9:45
am in the parish house with a special Christmas
story. There will be no Sunday School on December 24 and December 31.

SUNDAY SCHOOL KIDS: Below is the rehearsal schedule for the Christmas Pageant.
Rehearsal #1: Sunday, December 3 at 9:45am
DURING SUNDAY SCHOOL.
Rehearsal #2:
Sunday, December 10 at
9:45am DURING SUNDAY SCHOOL.
Dress Rehearsal: Sunday, December 10 at
3:40pm Parents: Bring your kid to church,
go enjoy the smorgasbord at 4 pm. We’ll
feed them pizza after rehearsal and then
you’re all set to enjoy the…
Christmas Pageant Performance:
Sunday,
December 10 at 5:00pm

ADULT FORUM
The final Adult Forum of 2017 will take place
on Sunday, December 3, at 9:45 am in the conference room. We will resume our Adult Forums
on Sunday, January 7.

Any questions or interest in helping out? Contact Ann Benson (annmbbenson@gmail.com /
954-9819).
GERMAN AMERICAN SOCIETY
CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Sunday, December 17, 3:00 pm
The German American Society has scheduled their annual German Christmas service in
English and German at St. Mark’s. All are welcome!

A long-time parishioner at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Lenora Jacobson had a special gift
of painting porcelain, as well as other artistic talents. Lance and Deidre, her son and daughterin-law, wanted the members of St. Mark’s who
knew her to see and enjoy the beauty of her collection of porcelain eggs, plates, cups, saucers
and much more.
We were able to display them at the annual
bazaar, and have a picture of several women
who knew Lenora over the years with many of
Lenora’s pieces. Thank you all for coming to see
her work.

THANK YOU
Dear People of St. Mark’s,
Thanks to your generosity our parish council
was able to hold our annual retreat at your parish
house. It is a warm and inviting place for a retreat and we all enjoyed being in this beautiful
place.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Regan, Parish Council,
St. Ann’s Catholic Church

5

Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve
Please contact Donna Evenson at
gdevenson@yahoo.com or 434-4930 if you are interested in participating. It is so helpful if we know ahead
of time who can help. This ensures that we have the
right number of volunteers and that everyone’s time is
valued. We have a fun time and are looking to expand
our group of volunteers and would love to have you
join us!

ST. MARK’S FEEDS AND CLOTHES PEOPLE
Adult size hats, gloves and socks are always
needed for the winter months. Many of these items
will be handed out at the Christmas meal at St. Ann’s.

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN SOUP SUPPER
Full meals are served every Tuesday night, and
St. Mark’s helps on the fourth Tuesday of the month.
This ministry serves low-income downtown and
Brown’s Addition residents and homeless people.
Call Steve Nash at 536-4136 if you are able to help.

BITE2GO FOOD PROGRAM
Second Harvest food bank partners with schools
and community organizations like St. Mark’s to provide weekend food supplies to children in need during
the school year. These Bite2Go kits include a good
mix of healthy, kid-friendly, easy-to-open, single-serving, non-perishable food items to cover four meals
and three snacks over the weekend. Every Friday,
staff members at participating schools put the packages of food discreetly in the backpacks of students
in need.
You can help by assembling kits on Tuesday,
December 12, from 5:30-7:30 pm. Volunteers as
young as age 9 can participate with an adult. St.
Mark’s has space reserved so please RSVP by emailing Susan Hagen at youth@stmarks-spokane.org or
signing up on the youth board. Once you RSVP, Susan will provide you with registration instructions for
you and your family.
We are so blessed by having six new people sign
up to help pick up and deliver the Bite2Go kits from
Second Harvest and deliver to Franklin Elementary
this year. Thank you so much. Any questions, call
Patti Berg, 443-9170.

CROSSWALK
St. Mark’s provides the food and volunteer cooks
for Crosswalk on the fourth Thursday of each month
throughout the year. Watch for sign-up sheets in
church if you are able to contribute food for this meal.
Crosswalk is a Volunteers of America program serving street kids downtown.

DINING WITH DIGNITY
Volunteers are always needed to help with the
meal program at the former Central United Methodist
Church. Helping hands are needed to serve breakfast throughout the year. Dining with Dignity also
needs people to help in other areas. Email Deidre
Jacobson at healingpen@comcast.net to learn about
opportunities to help homeless and low-income downtown residents. If you can’t volunteer, please consider donating gently used men’s and women’s clothing
for the clothing closet at Shalom, part of this downtown ministry.

THRIVENT MEMBERS

SPEAR (East Central Neighborhood Ministry)

If you are a Thrivent member, there are two ways
you can help the various ministries that St. Mark's is
involved with. You can help direct "Thrivent Choice
Dollars" to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, or set up a
Thrivent Action Team. The Action Team funds can be
accessed twice each calendar year. If you need help
doing this online call Pat Manz (879-7408) or Patti
Berg (443-9170)

Donations are always welcome in the baskets in
the narthex. Please mark items for SPEAR or for
Shalom. Gloves and socks for youth aged 6 -14 are
needed at this time of year. Spare coats are always
welcome.
You can contact Lance Jacobson at
328-0822 with questions.

ST. ANN’S NEIGHBORHOOD LUNCH
St. Mark’s volunteers provide a meal at St. Ann’s
(a Catholic church in the East Central neighborhood)
on Sunday, December 17 (put this on your
calendar!). Meal prep is from 9:30 – 12:30, then serving and cleanup, starting at 12:30 – 3:00 pm.

SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE
We are always seeking new members for the Social Ministry Committee. If you feel a calling to help
your community, this group is for you.
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What to Do when a Family Member or Friend
is diagnosed with or lives with cancer:

WHEN CANCER STRIKES MY FAMILY
OR FRIEND

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

By Tim Hansen
I had the pleasure of meeting with the Cancer Support Group in May of this year. I suggested the topic might be what our family and
friends should say and do (and NOT say and
NOT do) when we are diagnosed with cancer or
live with cancer. The members of the Cancer
Survivor Group were gracious and agreed to
help me create this educational article for the
Messenger.
What NOT to Say when a Family Member or
Friend is diagnosed with or lives with cancer:

F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.

A. “That’s too bad. You know my uncle died
within a month of being diagnosed.”
B. “What’s your prognosis?”
C. “Gosh, what are we going to do now?”
D. “Well, it’s not life or death.”
E. “There must be lots of things you can no
longer do.”
F. “You look amazing!”
G. “I hope you’re not on Medicare – you won’t
get the treatment you need!”
H. “Have you considered a natural supplement?”
I. “I think you should be treated in Mexico!”
J. “Have you tried one of these coffee enemas?”
K. “You know it’s God will.”

L.
M.

Write heartfelt notes.
Provide meals/snacks to the family.
Mary Cares cards are always welcomed.
Notes are often better than phone calls.
If the person decides not to seek treatment,
please honor that difficult decision.
Be willing to make compromises with the family member or friend with cancer.
Be positive.
Pay attention to my needs.
Recognize the role of my care giver. Sometimes I’ll need privacy for treatment.
Offer to help in some way.
Support my care givers; this is difficult for
them as well.
Be genuine.
Be flexible -- my needs may change.

Of course, everyone living with cancer is different with different needs and desires.
My
thanks to the Cancer Support Group for enlightening me with their insight and wisdom.

Faith and Fellowship Groups
SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, December 2, 6:30 pm
On the first Saturday of each month you are welcome to join us for a potluck immediately following the
5:30 service. Great food! Great fellowship! Bring
your favorite dish and join this fun group!

What NOT to Do when a Family Member or
Friend is diagnosed with or lives with cancer:
A. Don’t assume I want help with this situation.
B. Don’t rush me into making quick decisions.
C. Don’t take it personally when I have bad
days.
D. Don’t question my doctor’s advice. I trust my
doctor.
E. Don’t assume I want help at all.

EMPTY NESTERS
This group will not meet in December. Watch for
dates and details in the January newsletter and Sunday bulletins.

What to Say when a Family Member or Friend
is diagnosed with or lives with cancer:

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays, December 5, 12, & 19, 10:30am
Bible-based conversation in the conference room
with Pastor Eric or Pastor Kate to study the scripture
texts for the week. This group will not meet on Tuesday, December 26, but will resume conversation on
Tuesday, January 2, 2018.

A.
B.
C.
D.

“I’m thinking about you.”
“I’m praying for you.”
It’s okay to ask how you might help me.
It’s okay to talk with me about something other than cancer. I am not my cancer.
E. It’s okay to ask “how are you feeling” if you
are genuine and sincere.
F. “We’re so glad you are here.”
G. Humor is the best medicine – but don’t force
it.
H. Join me when I can laugh!

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH
First Tuesday, December 5, 7:00 pm
Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the Parish House.
Let’s all welcome Pastor Kate back!
continued next page
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GROUPS

THEOLOGY ON TAP

continued from previous page

Third Tuesday, December 19, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677
Great conversation and fellowship with this
“30ish or younger” group at Two Seven Public
House in Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will lead
a discussion and buy a few appetizers to share.

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS
Second & Fourth Wednesday, December 13 & 27, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040
This men’s group meets at The Chalet Restaurant
on 30th and Grand Blvd. You’ll have lots of laughs
and crazy discussions about everything, while having
breakfast. All men are welcomed; saints or sinners!

Second Thursday, December 14, 11:00 am
Questions: Martha Harvie, 279-3599
Let’s celebrate the season! All women are welcome to join us at the church for a potluck lunch.

DIAKONIA GUILD
Tuesday, December 19, 11:30 am
Diakonia, an auxiliary of Lutheran Community Service, will celebrate this month with a Christmas luncheon at Manito Country Club. A brief meeting and
social time begins at 11:30 am, with a no-host luncheon at noon.

WALKING CIRCLE

BOOK GROUP

Second Friday, December 8, 11:30 am
Meet for our traditional walk to look at the trees at
Christmas Tree Elegance at the Davenport Hotel and
enjoy lunch together.

Last Wednesday, December 27, 7:00 am
St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at Forza
Coffee in Lincoln Heights. The book for discussion in
December is “A Christmas Train” by David Baldacci.
All book lovers are welcome!

RUTH CIRCLE

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Second Sunday, December 10, 12:00 noon
This group will meet in the conference room.
Pastor Eric Dull will be the facilitator and will read and
discuss some poems written by his sister while she
had cancer and was undergoing treatments. Sandwiches and a salad will be served. This group is for
those who have or have had cancer and for their
family members and friends.

THANK YOU
Dear St. Mark’s Congregation,
Thank you to my St. Mark’s friends, especially the Mary Cares group, for food and cards
and mostly for prayers. My journey was made
easier because of prayers raised on my behalf.
Chris Larson
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