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LITURGY AT 

SAINT MARK'S 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Blessed Are Those Who Mourn 

March 26, 2023 

 SETTING: WOV 5 
 

 

PRELUDE                  Rock Medley          arr. Ham 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

Amen. 

 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, 

we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 
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Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life.  Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you! 

God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly turns to face the cross at the entrance of the nave.   

 

 

GATHERING SONG               What Wondrous Love Is This            ELW 666 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 

O God, by the resurrection of your Son  

you have shown us hope even in the face of death.  

Bless all those who mourn, comforting them  

with the promises of life abundant in you,  

that we may all have peace even in the face of sorrow;  

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

WORD 
 

 

READING: Romans 8:6-11 

 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 

and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 

does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the 

flesh cannot please God. 

 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 

to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 

Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life 

to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 130 

 

Refrain 

 
 

1.  If you kept a record of our sins, Lord, who could survive? 

     But you forgive us, and for that we revere you. 

    Refrain 

 

2.  I wait in hope for you, my God; I trust in your word. 

     As watchers long for dawn, so I yearn for you. 

     Refrain 

 

3.  It is with you that we find mercy and gen’rous redemption; 

     you will save your people from all their sins. 

    Refrain  

 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Christ Is the Life 

 
 Music & Text: reprinted under www.onelicense.net # A-726749 

 

 

The assembly stands. 
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APOSTLES' CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all of creation. 

 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our 

partnerships with our companion churches around the globe, especially the 

Ulanga Kilombero Diocese* of Tanzania, and bless the work of missionaries 

in every place. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore 

ecosystems in need of healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs 

of the soil beneath our feet and the air all around. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. 

Unbind nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and 

homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels of government who work to 

promote the dignity of every human life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You weep when we weep. Be present with those who are troubled by illness 

(especially). You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of 

our despair, and free us from the worries that bind us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You mourn with us. Where grief has touched our lives, comfort us. Be present 

with all those whose hearts are weighed down by loss and wipe away our 

tears. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 

thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

* The Ulanga Kilombero Diocese is the companion synod of the Northwest 

Intermountain Synod of which St. Mark’s is a member. 

 
 

MEAL 

 

PEACE 
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace 

 of the risen Christ. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 

 and may say, "Peace be with you." 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM  (10:45 am)                    O Love                         Hagenberg 
 

 

OFFERING 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church within and beyond St. Mark’s. 
 

 Thank you for your generosity. You may send your offering to us by mail or 

go to our website, www.stmarks-spokane.org, and click on the 

“offering/giving” tab to make an offering digitally.  You can also text the word 

“give” to 509.612.7647 and you will receive a link to complete this process.  
 

The assembly stands. 
 

The table is set. 
 

 

OFFERTORY SONG 

 
 

 

 

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

 

God of good gifts, 

receive these and all our offerings 

as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel. 

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 

as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

The presiding minister continues the thanksgiving. 

 

The assembly joins the angels’ song. 

 

 

SANCTUS 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

The presiding minister continues the thanksgiving including praise for 

creation and salvation; remembrance of the crucified and risen Christ; and 

prayer for the Holy Spirit in this meal.  The grace of God's gift is always 

proclaimed in Jesus' own words of command and promise. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 

Welcome to this meal of grace where Christ is host and we are his guests. 

Christ is present in the bread and cup. Please come up the center aisle to the 

altar rail, as directed by ushers. (If you desire a gluten-free bread option, 

please take a wafer from the paten on the small table at the head of the center 

aisle.) Kneel or stand at the rail, filling in from the center aisle to the sides. A 

communion assistant will offer you bread, and you may choose either a glass 

of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. Place your empty glass in the 

tray held by an acolyte or located at a side aisle before returning to your seat. 

 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond:   Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 
 

Embodied God, 

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
 

 

BLESSING 

 

God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 

bless you in this Lenten journey. 

Amen. 
 

 

SENDING SONG                   You Are the Way           ELW 758 
 

  

DISMISSAL 

 

God is calling us today, leading us into tomorrow.   

  

Together, let us pray.   

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures  

of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden,  

through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage,  

not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us  

and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE              Holy, Holy, Holy                      arr. Ham 
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Welcome to St. Mark's Lutheran Church   
316 E 24th Ave., Spokane, WA  99203 

509-747-6677 

stmarks-spokane.org 
 

Worship attendance cards are located in the pews.   

After listing all attendees (members and visitors) the card may be placed 

in the offering plate. 
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 Edwin Weber 

Parish Administrator Jane Somers 

Communication Coordinator Loris Stupel 

Office Coordinator Katie Kadlec 

Volunteer Coordinator Gina Bloom 

Pastoral Assistant/Visitation Donna Nelson 

Youth Program Leader Calvin Moore 

Youth Leader Tyler Van Gordon 

Live Stream/Sound Coordinator Randy Darst 

Director of Music/Organ Carol Miyamoto 

Director of Music/Choral Deborah Hansen 

Director of Children’s Alleluia Choir Lily Miller 

Sexton Gib Dominguez 
Nursery Attendant                 Marie Houk 

 

Council President Mary Hoeneke 
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