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PRELUDE 
 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

 as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who creates us and forms us, 

who redeems us and calls us, 

who unites us and sends us. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Mighty and loving God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We seek our own way. 

We divide the body of Christ. 

In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 

Let the words of our mouths, 

the thoughts of our hearts, 

and everything that we do 

be filled with faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 

 



Hear the voice of Jesus: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 

to proclaim release to the captives.” 

In the name of + Jesus Christ, 

I proclaim to you 

that your sins are forgiven and you are released. 

The joy of the Lord is your strength, 

and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly turns to face the cross at the entrance of the nave.   
 

 

GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715 

 

 

GREETING 
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Lord, have mercy) 

(Christ, have mercy) 



HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your 

people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, 

comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 
 

 

FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 

scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 
2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all 

who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read 

from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 

of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he 

was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra 

blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 

hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So 

they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that 

the people understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 

taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 

weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go 



your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing 

is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is 

your strength.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, 

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 

the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 

would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the 

hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, 

God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single 

member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye 

cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 

you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and 

those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our 

less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable 

members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 

inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have 

the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 

is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in 

the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of 

healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are 

all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 

speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands. 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 

spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was 

praised by everyone. 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 

 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



The assembly sits. 

 

SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Here I Am, Lord ELW 574 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

 

APOSTLES' CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, 

the world, and all that God has made. 

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the faithful 

witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all people. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 



All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies that 

you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in between. Sustain 

species at risk of extinction. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, nation, or 

world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end 

to war. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for people living 

under oppression, people living in poverty, people suffering from war, and people who are 

refugees. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Bring healing to people who are suffering, people who have been injured, especially Bernie, Clay, 

and Loyd; people who have cancer, especially Leona, Boden, Arleen, Erin, Chris, Betty, Cody, 

Karen, Shirley, Freda, and Jessica; people with dementia or brain injury, especially Gloria, David, 

Terry, and Heiderose; people with other health issues, especially Bernard, Mary, Jake, Billie, 

Otto, Lisa and Jude.  God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this congregation. 

Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who enters into worship and 

ministry among us. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has now been 

fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together in your everlasting glory. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to 

you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with 

you," or similar words. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 



MEAL 
 

OFFERING 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  You 

may place your offering in the offering plate in the narthex as you leave the sanctuary today.   

   

Thank you for your generosity.  You may send your offering to us by mail or go to our 

website, www.stmarks-spokane.org, and click on the “offering” tab to make an offering 

digitally.  You can also text the word “give” to 509-612-7647 and you will receive a link to 

complete this process.  

 

The assembly stands.  The table is set. 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

http://www.stmarks-spokane.org/


 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, 

Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings 

and guide us on our journey. 

Lead us to your table, 

nourish us with this heavenly food, 

and prepare us to carry your love 

to a hungry world, 

in the name of Christ our light. 

Amen. 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

 

The Great Thanksgiving is begun by the presiding minister. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

PREFACE 

 

The presiding minister continues the thanksgiving. 

The assembly joins the angels’ song. 

 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

The presiding minister continues giving thanks for creation and salvation; remembrance of the 

crucified and risen Christ; and prayer for the Holy Spirit in this meal.  The grace of God’s gift is 

always proclaimed in Jesus’ own words. After the blessing the assembly responds with the Great 

Amen: 

 

 

GREAT AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 



 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The gifts of God for you, the people of God. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

We celebrate together the Meal of Grace.  The Lord is Host.  We are the guests.  All are invited to 

the Table to feast in the promise of Jesus to be present in the bread and cup.  Those wishing to 

receive communion will follow the ushers’ directions.  There will be two stations in front.  The 

pastor will give you (with sanitized hands) the wafer of bread to eat.  Next, a communion 

assistant will be holding a tray of cups and you may take one to drink. The center ring (yellow) is 

juice.  The outer rings (red) are wine.  There will be an empty tray on a table where you may 

place your cup and return to your seat.   

 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond:   Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 



 
 

PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
 



BENEDICTION 
 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN We Are Marching in the Light (marching, praying, singing) ELW 866  

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

God is calling us today, leading us into tomorrow. 

 

Together, let us pray. 

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 

the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us 

faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 

your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 



  Welcome to St. Mark's Lutheran Church   

316 E 24th Ave., Spokane, WA  99203 
 

Worship attendance cards are located in the pews.   

After listing all attendees (members and visitors) the card may be placed in the 

offering plate. 
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