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THE SOUND WE MAKE
From the first sound of a parent’s voice to a newborn, to the sounds we make on social media and in late-night
conversations with close friends, our voice has an impact. Our voice can be calming, encouraging, alarming,
shaming or pleasantly memorable. The tone of our voice is shaped by those we listen to. In this series, we listen
carefully to Jesus and how we can develop our own voice in a way that is consistent with the values we embrace.
April 28 – Peace
May 5 – Encouragement

John 20:19-31
John 21:1-19

May 12 – Riffs
May 19 – Openness

John 10:22-30
Acts 11:1-18

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY – MAY 19, 2 p.m.
Celebrate, encourage, and pray with the confirmation class of 2019 in the sanctuary. For the last three years,
Crossroads confirmation youth studied Luther’s small catechism, the Old and New Testaments, participated in
service projects in the congregation and the community, and have grown deeper in relationship with one another
and with God. It will be a joy and privilege to welcome them as confirmed members of All Saints Lutheran Church.

SHARING SOME PROGRESS
I’d like to highlight some items that I’ve also noted
in greater detail in my annual report this year.
As part of a larger plan, and building on our new
logo, we’ve been growing visibility for All Saints in
the community over the last year. We’ve created
some events with the community in mind. At the
end of September we hosted our first All Saints
Block Party. The event drew a significant number of
area neighbors. Brian De Young coordinated a
Music and Art Showcase, which drew members and
visitors to reflect on faith through music and art,
along with time for conversation after. This April, our
Paul Douglas event drew 430 people, most of whom
came from the community. All of these events were
advertised and help create buzz and positive
conversation in the community about our church.
We will plan to repeat or offer similar events in the
future.
We sent out All Saints’ first known mass direct mail
piece to about 7500 residents around the church
prior to Christmas. We heard wonderful comments
and stories of people who came to All Saints on
Christmas Eve after receiving the card. The plan is to
continue doing this once and ideally twice a year.
The expectation of these cards and other outreach
efforts is not that every attempt will result in
significant turnout, but that these have a
cumulative effect, building awareness and interest
in All Saints over time. When neighbors see these
communications and then a neighbor or friend (like
you) mentions their participation at All Saints, it has
an impact.
We’re utilizing social media and digital tools to
extend our reach. We regularly use Facebook for
updates on our ministry. Our post inviting people to
the Paul Douglas event was our largest single post

to date, helping us reach about
3000 people and resulting in some
430 engagements (reactions,
clicks, shares, etc.). About 70
people have downloaded our app
(available on iOS and Android
devices). Our app provides some
Pastor Jon
great resources, allowing people to
see our Facebook posts on our News Feed without
having a Facebook account. You can listen to past
messages, receive key notifications about things
like worship cancellations, read the Bible and daily
devotions, and give. Speaking of giving, we recently
added a Text to Give option as well for those who
don’t carry cash or checks. See below for more
information. Yes, we continue to pass the plate! You
can also give on a computer or iPad through our
website.
Last year I mentioned some upcoming facility
projects we hoped to accomplish, including a
refresh of our large group kids’ ministry space,
which is now partly complete, as well as the
possibility of a refresh to our lower level restrooms.
That ADA bathroom project has since been
approved by council and we hope to have it
completed by the start of fall, pending coordination
with city approvals and contractors.
We’re living at a time of seismic changes for the
church and every institution in our society. Our job
is to be aware of opportunities and new paths that
are working, as we continue to share the message
of Jesus in an engaging and relevant way for new
generations. These are just some of our efforts to
do that.
– Blessings, Pastor Jon

TEXT TO GIVE AT ALL SAINTS
No cash or checks? Simply text the dollar amount you’d like to donate
(no $ sign needed) to 952.260.3352. You’ll get a message with a link to enter
your credit card information on a secure processing site. You can even set
up recurring donations. Once you’ve set up your profile, you can easily give
again just by texting the new amount.
Questions? Contact Laurel Gaard (finance@allsaintsmtka.org or
952.934.3550). Thanks for your generous gifts in support of All Saints ministry.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

ANNUAL MEETING

Your generous support of All Saints ministry
continues to provide opportunities that change
lives. On Easter Sunday, 735 people worshiped
together at All Saints and more than 400
people heard Paul Douglas speak about
climate change and creation care on April 2.

The congregational meeting is Sunday, May 5, at
11:35 a.m. The agenda includes a final vote on
constitutional amendments first presented in
October 2018 (see the website tab Contact & News),
as well as reports on the current year’s finances and
approval of the budget for fiscal year 2020. We’ll
also celebrate the work accomplished in the last
year and give an update on goals for the upcoming
program year.

Partner ministries such as Hospitality House,
TreeHouse, Lutheran Social Service, Lutheran
Health Care Bangladesh, and others receive
financial support through your gifts to the
general fund. Thank you for investing in
All Saints and these ministries through your gifts.
At the end of March, giving was $53,000 behind
projections. Careful management has kept
expenses lower than income. We invite your
continued giving to help us continue to meet
budgeted expenses and benevolence giving,
and plan for larger projects and maintenance.
If you have questions about finances, contact
Paul Hoffman, treasurer, or Laurel Gaard,
business administrator (952.934.3559 or
finance@allsaintsmtka.org).

PEACE MOMENT
“When the power of love
overcomes the love of power,
the world will know peace.”
– Jimi Hendrix

MORNING WITH MOM /
SPECIAL WOMEN
Saturday, May 11, 9–10:30 a.m.
Celebrate the special women in our lives. Enjoy a
light breakfast, interactive activities, and time to
honor the special women that bless us.
Tickets are $10/person or $25/family. Purchase on
Sunday, May 5, or from the church office.
This is an all-ages event. Need more information?
Contact Chelsea (cgilbert@allsaintsmtka.org or
Kristine (kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).

MINISTERIAL ACTS
MARCH – APRIL 2019
BAPTISMS
 Josephine Elaine Rettig
 Owen Elliott Jacobsen
FUNERALS / MEMORIALS
 Darlene “Darby” Paulsen
 Lillian Violet Johnson

SOUP SUPPER THANK YOU
Thank you to all who came to the Lenten soup
suppers. Your donations to the 2019 senior high
Montana mission trip team are greatly appreciated.

Who:

Join in saluting longtime members who
have given so much to our church over
the past years.

What:

Sing some old-time songs, enjoy
birthday cake and get to know your
90 (and soon-to-be 90) year-old friends.

When:

Saturday, May 18, 1 to 3 p.m.
RSVP to the church office.

Thank you to all who helped in the kitchen and
brought desserts. Your assistance and
generosity helped make the meals a great success!
Helpers included: Paula Engebretson, Karen and
Lydia Aamodt, Kristi Zwach, Katie and Sidney
Avenson, Jeanette Anderson, Martha Circle members,
Jan Dye, Brenda Gilsrud, Rose Frazier, Hedy Hanson,
and the mission trip participants.

Contact Kristine with questions (952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).
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OWLS TO THE ARBORETUM
Thursday, May 16, 9 a.m.
Beautiful tulips and crabapple blossoms
await the Older Wiser Lutheran Saints at
the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.
Meet at church at 9 a.m. to carpool. Once there, take a
tram tour ($5) or explore on your own, then meet for
lunch at the cafe in the main building.
Cost is $15 for admission (OWLS with memberships
may be able to cover others’ entrance fees); lunch
costs are based on your meal choice.

CARING FOR CREATION
Just as many of us embraced reducing litter in the
1970s and collecting cans (and other recyclables) in
the 1980s, there is again a compelling need for
Christians to take action and care for the earth that
God has entrusted to us. A group of All Saints
members has been reading and discussing the
book Caring for Creation: The Evangelical’s Guide
to Climate Change and a Healthy Environment ,
co-authored by local meteorologist Paul Douglas
and Rev. Mitch Hescox, CEO of the Evangelical
Environmental Network.
On April 2, Douglas spoke at All Saints to more than
400 congregation members and neighbors,
explaining the facts about climate change, based
on his 40 years of scientific observations of weather
events and long-term climate trends. As a
committed Christian, he reflected on how our faith
calls us to care for creation and encouraged people
of faith to take the lead in working to address
climate change. As a life-long Republican he said
that climate change doesn't need to be partisan or
lead to bigger government. “Step one is to be open
to the data. Don’t dismiss this; it is happening.” As
he wrote in the book, “There is cause for concern
and dogged determination, but not despair…The
situation isn’t hopeless and we aren’t helpless.”
Douglas and Hescox describe many concrete steps
for moving forward in their book, Caring for
Creation. Several copies are now in our church
library for borrowing. You can listen to audio from
the Paul Douglas event on the church website
under Connect / Adults where you’ll find
information about the Creation Care group.
Anyone interested in collaborating on follow-up
actions for individuals and families, for our
congregation, or more broadly, is welcome to add
your name to our Creation Care email list. Contact
Eileen Anderson (randerson5356@comcast.net).

Sign up at the Welcome Center.
Contact: Connie Langheinrich (952.934.3042)

MEN DRINKING COFFEE
Late Arisers, an informal group of All Saints men,
meet at the Hopkins Perkins restaurant (Country
Village) at 7:30 a.m. the first Monday of the month for
fellowship, breakfast, and a roundtable discussion of
topics of interest.
Join a dozen other men who make the breakfast a
regular stop each month. No registration necessary,
just show up. The next get-together is Monday, May 6.
Questions? Contact Clarence Anderson (952.937.8389)
or Tony Almén (612.916.6627.)
We hope to see you there!

PRESCHOOL HALF DAY
Bring the kids for a fun, two week thematic Summer
School program to dabble in art, science, and
literature each and every day.
This year's theme is Up North at the Cabin. Ages 33
months through pre-k are welcome. Classes begin
June 10.
Contact Katie Avenson (952.934.3552 or
kavenson@allsaintsmtka.org) to register.
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MAY ACTIVITY CALENDAR

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

5

6

7

8

1 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

Prayer Shawl Knitting
Special Moments Quilting
Saints Choristers
Crossroads Guides
Crossroads
Saints Chorale

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
7 p.m. Alpha Band

8 a.m. Men’
Men’s Group
9 a.m. First Communion Instruction and
Bread Baking
9 and 10:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:35 a.m.

Worship with Communion
Kids Connection
All Saints Advocates for Peace
Congregational Meeting

15

1 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

Prayer Shawl Knitting
Special Moments Quilting
Saints Choristers
Confirmation Photos & Rehearsal
Confirmation Dessert Banquet
Saints Chorale

Thu

16

7:15 a.m.
9 a.m.
10 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

Morning Prayer
OWLS to Arboretum
Bible Conversation
Mtka/Hopkins Child Care Providers
Alpha Band

Fri

17

Sat

18

8 a.m. Men
Men’’s Group
1 p.m. Salute to the 90s

Sun

19

9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion
9 a.m. Kids Connection
2 p.m. Confirmation Service

Mon

20

Tue

21

12:30 p.m. Outreach Quilters
6:45 p.m. Carillon Choir
7:30 p.m. Men’
Men’s AA

22

11:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

Preschool Spring Sing
Martha Circle (offsite)
Child Care Spring Program
Saints Chorale

Thu

23

7:15 a.m.
10 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
7 p.m.

Morning Prayer
Bible Conversation
Preschool Spring Sing
Alpha Band

Fri

24

Sat

25

Sun

26

Mon

27

Tue

28

Wed

29

Thu

30

Wed

7:30 a.m. Saints Men’
Men’s Breakfast
6 p.m. Executive Committee
12:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:30p.m.

Outreach Quilters
Worship at The Glenn
BeFrienders
Carillon Choir
Men’
Men’s AA
Saints Choristers
Crossroads Guides
Crossroads
Saints Chorale

Wed
Thu

9

Fri

10

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
7 p.m. Alpha Band

11

8 a.m.
9 a.m.
1 :30–
:30–4 p.m.
5 p.m.

12

9 and 10:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

13

14

Men’
Men’s Group
Morning with Mom / Special Women
Youth Plant Sale Orders Pick Up
Parents Night Out
Worship with Communion
Kids Connection
Contemporary Musicians

6:30 p.m. Facilities Team

9 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Beautiful Souls Grief Support
Outreach Quilters
Finance Team
Lake Minnetonka Stamp Club
Carillon Choir
Men’
Men’s AA

6 p.m. Congregation Council

8 a.m. Men’
Men’s Group

9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship
All Day Church Office Closed
7:30 p.m. Men’
Men’s AA

7 p.m. Alpha Band
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Even though Mother Nature played some silly tricks
on us during the month of April, it is wonderful to
be able to spend some glorious time outside and
enjoying signs of spring and Mother’s Day. Growing
flora and fauna are soon to be abundant around us
and we are bursting at the seams to go out and
explore all that nature offers!
The Full Day Program celebrates its spring program
on Wednesday, May 22, at 3:30 p.m. with graduation
at the forefront of the day. High Touch and High
Tech will be coming out to show off some great
science experiments to our kiddos. Please contact
Heather Charmoli (952.934.4156) if you have any
questions.
The Preschool Art Chicks came in to the Half Day
Program to teach us all about Claude Monet. If you

walk our halls, you are bound to see some of our
Monet-inspired work. In the preschooler's last few
weeks of school, they will fill their days with Boats
and Bubbles, a trip to the Minnetonka Fire
Department, a Spring Sing, a field trip to Lowry
Nature Center and a play put on by All Saints
teachers. Oh what fun it is to be this age! Please
contact Katie Avenson (952.934.3552) if you have any
questions.

PRESCHOOL AND
CHILD CARE
REACCREDITATION
In March, All Saints Preschool and Child Care were
officially notified that the programs had been
reaccredited by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children.
Congratulations to the All Saints teaching staff!

VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL
MAY THEME
Mud Run: Make It
through the Mayhem
(Perseverance)
Have you ever been
in a situation where
you were pushed to your limit? Whether you were
training for a marathon, or going through a hard life
or family change, the easier option would be to stop
trying. However, God calls us to have perseverance.
Perseverance is refusing to give up when life gets
hard. Even in the most hopeless situations or when
the odds are really stacked against us, we always
have a huge asset on our side — God!
This month at Kids Connection, we discover what
God can do if we keep believing and don’t give up.
We will hear stories of people who were on the verge
of giving up, but persevered.
Kids Connection will go on summer break after
Sunday, May 19, and resume in mid-September.
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August 5–9; 9 a.m.–noon ■ Register now!
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is an exciting weeklong
day camp at All Saints for kids ages 3 through
completed 5th grade. Kids learn Bible stories, play
games, sing songs, do crafts, science experiments,
and more. Kids will learn that everyone can be a
hero by using their powers of inclusion, compassion,
justice, and forgiveness; all of which Jesus taught us
while he was on Earth.
Monday through Thursday, we will focus on a
different power and Bible story, with all activities
focusing on the theme of the day. On Wednesday,
kids will work on a service project, making
back-to-school kits for Resource West, and put their
powers of justice into action.
On Friday Fun Day, kids ages 5 and older have the
option to extend their VBS week with a field trip to
Conquer Ninja Gyms in Eden Prairie. Kids have fun
training and competing in an obstacle course.
Contact: Chelsea (cgilbert@allsaintsmtka.org).
Find registration forms online (Connect/Kids tab) or
behind the Welcome Center.

Wednesday, May 1, 6:45–8 p.m. | Crossroads
Regular meeting for youth, Guides, and Junior Guides.

Wednesday, May 8, 6:45–8 p.m. | Crossroads and
Ice Cream Social
Final regular Crossroads meeting for this program year. Youth should
bring their completed checklists. Following Crossroads, enjoy an ice
cream social with all Crossroads youth, Guides, Junior Guides and parents.

Wednesday, May 15, 6 p.m. | Confirmation Photos and Rehearsal
Youth should dress nicely for pictures; appropriate attire includes nice dress or skirt, dress shirt, pants, ties. Flip
flops, tennis shoes and baseball caps are not allowed. Confirmation service rehearsal follows picture taking.

Wednesday, May 15, 7 p.m. | Confirmation Dessert Banquet
Parents and family members meet to celebrate the past three years of Crossroads confirmation. We will
recognize Guides, Junior Guides, and confirmands, make a charge to the confirmands, and view a slide show.

Sunday, May 19, 2 p.m. | Confirmation Service
All are invited to celebrate, encourage, and pray for the 2019 Confirmation class as they stand and publicly affirm
their baptisms with family and friends. Confirmation youth should arrive by 1:45 p.m. in their dress clothes.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS RECOGNITION
Sunday, June 2
9 a.m. – Graduates and Family Breakfast
High school graduates and families meet for breakfast and a program honoring the seniors.

10:30 a.m. – Recognition and Commissioning
Graduates and their families are invited to the 10:30 a.m. worship service for recognition, blessing, and
commissioning.

CARING YOUTH RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to Renee Troutman, Kaitlin Pederson, Julia Tietz,
Sarah Hoffman and Lucy Avenson for receiving the caring youth award
from the City of Minnetonka. Youth were nominated for excelling in
leadership throughout their high school years.

Contact Kristine with questions (952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).
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All Saints Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Jon Pederson
Pastor Antonio Machado
15915 Excelsior Boulevard
Minnetonka MN 55345–5628

Check in and like us on
Facebook. Search for All Saints
Lutheran Church Minnetonka.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Download the All Saints app. Search
for “All Saints Minnetonka” on Google
Play or the Apple App Store.

MEET UP AND CONNECT — JOIN A GROUP TODAY!
SAINTS ON BIKES

FAITHFUL WALKERS

GARDENING GROUP

Get to know others and get
outdoor exercise at the same
time. All are welcome to ride
along through the summer
and early fall. Rides start at
various meeting points around
the Twin Cities and are often
on paved bike trails; distances
range from 10 to 30 miles.

Take an evening walk every
other week on different paths
throughout the summer.
Carpools leave the church’s
west entrance at 6:35 p.m. Bring
water and cash for treats. Walks
range from 1–3 miles with a
return to church around 8:30
p.m. The first walk is Tuesday,
May 14, at the MN Landscape
Arboretum. (Rain date is the
following week.) Contact:
Cindy Grotz (612.834.0965).

Shrubs, evergreens and tall
grasses have been trimmed
and pruned; soon the native
plants will be up as warmer
spring temperatures coax them
from their sleep.

Find the complete schedule
behind the Welcome Center or
on our website under Connect /
Adults. Walkers of all ages
welcome. No pets please.

Flower and plant donations are
also welcome. Contact Carol
Breczinkski (952.935.9956 or
carol.breczinski@gmail.com)
before donating so we can
coordinate planting times.

Sunday, May 19, at 1 p.m. is the
first ride of the season. Ride
from the Minnetonka Civic
Center on the LRT trail to
Excelsior and back. Email
Anne Englert to receive ride
emails and the schedule
(anne4662@gmail.com) or
view the schedule online
(tinyurl.com/y5fus7o4).

Join us once or more faithfully!

Join an enthusiastic group of
volunteers to tend the gardens
during May on Mondays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to noon.
The schedule for other months
will be announced later. Come
once or regularly.

Come ride with us!
Photos taken at church events may be used in All Saints communications and on the website.
If you do not want your picture used, please inform the church office. Email submissions to publisher@AllSaintsMtka.org.
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For information about All Saints Lutheran Church, visit AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550.

