MARCH 2019
SCRIBE NEWSLETTER

NEW SERMON SERIES
Jesus said that those who follow him are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). God’s love and grace,
experienced through Jesus, is the source of that light. So, how can we allow God’s light to shine in the
darkness we experience today — in our families, in the world and in ourselves? Come together in the
weeks leading up to Easter and learn how we can let the light shine. Let there be light!
March 10 – ADDRESS HUNGER

April 7 – PAUSE TO LISTEN

Find out how you can help alleviate hunger in our
community with the help of our partner ICA Food Shelf.

What Christian practices can we strengthen to build
respect and unity in a world of diversity?

March 17 – DO SOMETHING

April 14 – LIFT UP HOPE (Palm Sunday)

Discover opportunities to impact the lives of youth
and their families through helping one of All Saints’
ministry partners.

Join us to lift up a palm strip, a symbol of ancient
celebration and hope for renewal in ourselves and
our world.

March 24 – SUPPORT MENTAL HEALTH

April 21 – LIGHT NO DARKNESS CAN OVERCOME
(Easter)

Come together to break down barriers and stigmas
concerning mental health, as we seek healing and
hope for our family members and neighbors.
March 31 – CARE FOR CREATION
Explore what it means in light of modern science to
live out God’s directive to care for the earth and
creation.

LENTEN SERVICES
ASH WEDNESDAY
March 6
Services at 5:15 and 7 p.m.

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER
March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10
Congregation members share personal faith
stories during Wednesday worship.

Easter Sunday is the ultimate statement that the
light of God transcends all of the brokenness and
suffering we experience. Easter is not a promise
that we will be untouched by death, but that God’s
light can bring new life in spite of it.

SOUP SUPPERS
Wednesdays, March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10
5:30–6:45 p.m.
Take part in a simple meal of soup, sandwiches
and desserts while supporting the July 2019 youth
mission trip to Montana.
Volunteer kitchen help is appreciated each week, as
are donations of bars or cookies. Contact Kristine to
indicate dates you can help or donate items
(kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org or 952.934.3550).

SEASONS OF GROWTH
SNOW REVISITED
Okay. As I write this, we’re getting yet more snow to
put us over the record for February and there’s
more coming this weekend. Last month, I said “If it’s
winter, let it be winter.” Apparently it is now. I got a
few plaintive responses from people looking
forward to spring, wishing I hadn’t sought out divine
intervention. For the record, I did not. It was merely
my personal wish and it certainly came true! The
new growth of spring may have been pushed off
slightly, but a season of growth in our spiritual and
missional life is coming.

LENTEN RHYTHM
Wednesday worship begins with Ash Wednesday
on March 6. It’s a period of 40 Days for renewal.
What shape that renewal takes depends on your
approach and the focus you give it. Historically,
some people have given something up for Lent or
fasted in order to focus themselves spiritually. Some
will carry an item such as a cross in a pocket during
Lent as a reminder to pray or simply take a spiritual
pause in the day. If any of this is compelling to you,
try it. I’ll be honest that although I’ve tried this
approach on a couple of occasions it typically
doesn’t work for me. Others decide they will “add”
something…such as a new, positive spiritual
discipline, habit or form of serving. I see more of a
spark in people’s eyes at this idea. What would this
involve? Find a daily devotional resource. All Saints
app offers a link to the God Pause Daily Devotion.
Perhaps after some reflection there’s an area of life
you want to grow. Do some study and reflection on
that during Lent. This may include strengthening a
specific relationship, or working on a personal
growth area. One of the core practices of Lent that
we offer is an abbreviated worship service on the

Wednesdays after Ash Wednesday
and leading up to Holy Week. We
use a service called Holden
Evening Prayer, which was created
Pastor Jon
for a wonderful Lutheran spiritual
retreat community in the Cascade Mountains of
Washington. It’s a beautiful service that includes
time for members to share briefly about how faith
has made an impact in their life. It’s always
appreciated. Whatever your approach, take time to
join us this Lent for spiritual renewal and growth. On
Sundays starting March 10, our new sermon series
“Let There Be Light” will explore some specific ways
that we can be the light of Christ in the world.

STRATEGY AND MISSION
The church council has initiated a process to renew
our strategic plan. Our most recent plan went
through 2017. The congregation has had quite a few
opportunities to reflect on mission and offer input
on that in recent years. This particular process,
which will utilize outside help to assess and plan,
will draw on a number of those recent efforts and
will not require much new time and energy in that
regard. Our desire is to ensure that All Saints
continues to have a healthy and vital mission. This
process will help create a smart, faithful way forward
to do that.

I encourage you to take time in the coming weeks to
renew your faith and commitment to the one who is,
who was and is to come. Jesus said, “I came that they
may have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10).”
That is my prayer for each of us this Lent.
– In Christ, Pastor Jon

ALL SAINTS WELCOMES PAUL DOUGLAS
Tuesday, April 2, 7 p.m. | Sanctuary
Connecting the dots between science and faith, Paul Douglas will speak about
the climate change and how Christians can take the lead in caring for God's
creation. A respected meteorologist with 35 years of TV and radio experience, and
an entrepreneur, he speaks to community groups and corporations about severe
weather and climate trends, and appears regularly on national media outlets.
Invite family and friends for this important talk.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
Your financial gifts to All Saints continue to do
good in the world, through benevolence dollars
sent to partner agencies; children receiving
care and education in Kids Connection,
confirmation, Preschool and Child Care; adults
meeting for fellowship and care groups; and
worship for more than 200 people per week.
Seven months into fiscal year 2019 (1/31/19) we
are $69,000 behind budget in revenue. We are
managing expenses carefully and are currently
operating in the black. We invite your
contributions to maintain ministry and initiate
new and expanded programs.
If you have questions about All Saints finances,
contact Paul Hoffman, treasurer, or Laurel
Gaard, business administrator (952.934.3550 or
finance@allsaintsmtka.org).

EASTER FLOWERS
Make a donation for Easter flowers in honor or
memory of a loved one to help decorate our Easter
sanctuary. Find order forms near the Welcome
Center or download from the website (Contact &
News / News & Resources). The suggested donation
is $20. Lilies and other colorful flowers will be used.

THRIVENT CHOICE
DONATIONS
Thrivent members may be able to name All Saints
as a recipient of donations from Thrivent. Log in to
your Thrivent account to direct your Thrivent Choice
dollars, or call Thrivent for specific instructions. We
appreciate all amounts requested for All Saints,
which are part of the general fund supporting the
full range of ministry and outreach. Thrivent’s
deadline to direct donations is March 31, 2019.

PEACE MOMENT
“Actions have consequences, and we are all
accountable. We are caretakers of God’s
creation. The Bible includes nearly a thousand
references to creation care and stewardship.
Conservatism isn’t a la carte. It can and should
apply to the very thing that sustains us. …. The
situation isn’t hopeless and we aren’t helpless.”
– Paul Douglas in Caring For Creation

“May we be peaceful to each other and to
our planet.”
– ASAP member

SPAGHETTI DINNER
FUNDRAISER
Saturday, April 6, 5–7 p.m. | Fellowship Hall
Everyone is welcome to join the mission trip team
for an evening of live music, entertainment, and a
delicious meal of spaghetti with homemade
meatballs, garlic bread, salad and desserts.
Purchase tickets ($10 per person) Sunday mornings
and Wednesday evenings during March. Proceeds
support the 2019 senior high mission trip to Montana.

Contact Kristine with questions (952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).
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THE JOY OF GIVING

BOOK GROUP
Sundays, March 3–March 31, 10:30–11:30 a.m. | Lounge

Recent Casa Hogar Elim
graduates with Mama Lupita
(the founder of Casa Hogar
Elim). All Saints helps support
students at all education
levels.

Join a discussion on the book Caring for Creation:
The Evangelical’s Guide to Climate Change and a
Healthy Environment by Pastor Mitch Hescox and
meteorologist Paul Douglas. Choose to read the book
or not; all are welcome to the discussion. Updates will
be in Sunday bulletin announcements.
March 3:
March 10:
March 17:
March 24:

March 31:

How do we know recent climate
change is man-made?  Chapter 3
Creation care is a part of loving God.
 Chapters 4–5
Speaker or the movie Behold the Earth
You can’t change the past but you can
determine the future with God’s help.
 Chapters 6–7
Creation Care – Steps for Congregational
Leadership  Chapter 8

Questions? Email Eileen (randerson5356@comcast.net)
or Steve (ssuppan@comcast.net).

OWLS IN THE CAPITOL CITY
Sunday, March 24, 1 p.m. at All Saints to carpool
Tour the recent restorations to the
Minnesota State Capitol building. Take a
free guided tour and view Capitol
history, art and architecture. Sign up at
the Welcome Center by Sunday, March 10. If 15
people sign up, we will qualify for a private tour; if
fewer than 15 people are in our group, then we’ll be
part of a public tour group.

Gifts from All Saints reached the children at Casa Hogar Elim
Orphanage in Mexico in time for Christmas celebrations.
Thank you for bringing smiles and love to so many children!

Activity: Capitol tour followed by lunch
Time: 2 p.m. tour — meet at All Saints at 1 p.m. to
carpool. If there is interest, we can explore hiring a
bus for transportation and split the cost.
Questions: Contact Connie Langheinrich
(952.934.3042) or Judith James (612.325.0973)

SPRING BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, April 30, 3– 7 p.m.
Every two seconds a person needs donated blood
or platelets to survive a surgery, cancer treatment
or an injury, but only 7% of eligible donors give.
Please donate if you are eligible — it may help
save your own life or that of a loved one some day!
Sign up information for specific donation times
will be at the Welcome Center and online in April.
Questions? Contact Nancy Lovaas (952.486.1313 or
lovaasbn@msn.com) or David Knight
(952.816.4387 or djknight45@gmail.com).
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MEDIA DONATION AND
FUNDRAISER SALE
Donate gently-used books, DVDs, puzzles and
board game donations through March 8. Drop off
items in the designated bin in Fellowship Hall. VHS
tapes, CDs, encyclopedias and books that show
wear cannot be accepted.
Donated items will be for sale March 10–20.
Proceeds benefit the July 2019 youth mission trip
to Montana. Questions? Contact Kristine
(kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).

MARCH ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Fri

1

Sat

2

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

3

4

6

1 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
5:15 p.m..
5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
8 p.m.

7

Sat

9

Tue

Wed

10

11

12

13

Thu

14

Fri

15

Sat

16

Sun

17

Mon

18

Tue

19

7:30 a.m. Saints Men’
Men’s Breakfast (offsite)
6 p.m. Executive Committee

5

8

Mon

9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion
9 a.m. Kids Connection
10:30 a.m. Book Study - All Saints Advocates for
Peace
Noon Crafting with Kristine

12:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Fri

Sun

8 a.m. Men’
Men’s Group

Outreach Quilters
Worship at The Glenn
BeFrienders
Carillon Choir
Men’
Men’s AA
Prayer Shawl Knitting
Special Moments Quilting
Ash Wednesday Service
Soup Supper
Saints Choristers
Ash Wednesday Service
Saints Chorale

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
7 p.m. Alpha Band

Wed

20

Thu

21

Fri

22

Sat

23

Beautiful Souls Grief Support
Outreach Quilters
Finance Team
Lake Minnetonka Stamp Club
Carillon Choir
Men’
Men’s AA

5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30p.m.

Soup Supper
Saints Choristers
Holden Evening Prayer Service
Saints Chorale

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
7 p.m. Alpha Band

12:30 p.m. Outreach Quilters
6:45 p.m. Carillon Choir
7:30 p.m. Men’
Men’s AA
1 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30p.m.

Prayer Shawl Knitting
Special Moments Quilting
Soup Supper
Saints Choristers
Holden Evening Prayer Service
Saints Chorale
Last Day of Media Sale

7:15 a.m.
10 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

Morning Prayer
Bible Conversation
Hopkins/Mtka Child Care Providers
Alpha Band

8 a.m. Men’
Men’s Group
9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship
9 a.m. Kids Connection
10:30 a.m. Book Study - All Saints Advocates for
Peace
1 p.m. OWLS to State Capitol

Mon

25

Tue

26

12:30 p.m. Outreach Quilters
6:45 p.m. Carillon Choir
7:30 p.m. Men’
Men’s AA

Wed

27

12:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Thu

28

Fri

29

Sat

30

Sun
8 a.m. Men’
Men’s Group

6 p.m. Congregation Council

24

3 p.m. Worship at Presbyterian Homes
6:30 p.m. Facilities Team
9 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Worship with Communion
Kids Connection
Book Study - All Saints Advocates for
Peace

Sun
8 a.m. Men’
Men’s Group
5 p.m. Parents Night Out
9 and 10:30 a.m. Worship
9 a.m. Kids Connection
10:30 a.m. Book Study - All Saints Advocates for
Peace
Noon 7th Grade Crossroads Mini Retreat
All Day Media Sale through March 20

9 and 10:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

31

Martha Circle
Soup Supper
Saints Choristers
Holden Evening Prayer Service
Saints Chorale

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
7 p.m. Alpha Band

8 a.m. Men’
Men’s Group
9 and 10:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Worship
Kids Connection
Book Study - All Saints Advocates for
Peace
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Our children and families are preparing for Easter
and thinking about spring. We appreciate any signs
of warmer weather that might be visible to the
naked eye. Like most of you, the All Saints Preschool
and Child Care staff are praying for March to come
in like a “lamb and go out like a lamb!”
The Half Day preschool kids are looking forward to
seeing Owl Moon at Stages Theatre Company.
Another activity the kids are anticipating is the
transformation of the Big Room into a science
laboratory. The children will rotate through three
kitchen material science experiments.
Fall registration is open for the Half Day preschool
program. We serve children from 30 months up to

kindergarten, and offer one, two, three, or four
half-day classes per week during the school year.
Flexible extended care includes early morning
drop-off, Lunch Bunch and Stay and Play. For more
information or to schedule a tour, visit our website
(allsaintspscc.org) or contact Half Day Director
Katie Avenson (kavenson@allsaintsmtka.org or
952.934.3552).
For information on our Full Day program, which
serves children from 6 weeks old up to kindergarten
(year round from 7 a.m.–5:45 p.m.), contact Full Day
Director Heather Charmoli (952.934.4156 or
hcharmoli@allsaintsmtka.org).

FIRST COMMUNION

MARCH THEME
Made: Discover Who
You’re Meant to Be
(Individuality)
When children play
with building blocks, they may not know exactly
what they plan to build, but somehow by the time
they place the last brick, their creation not only has
a name but also a story. A child’s mind is amazing.
They can take what seems like nothing and make it
into something amazing and beautiful with just
their imagination. However, there is something
even more amazing; God created us in his image,
each with our own individual stories.
This month Kids Connection focuses on what it
means to be made in the image of God. We will
learn stories and verses from the Bible that show
us how God loves each of us exactly as we are.
March 3:

God made me in his image

March 10: God wants to have a relationship with me
March 17: God wants me to make a difference
March 24: God wants me to see what really matters
March 31: God made me to love others
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In the Lutheran faith, communion is one of two
sacraments that we believe Jesus commands us to
do and is connected with God’s promise to us. At All
Saints, children 4th grade and older and their parents
are invited to participate in first communion activities.
Learn about communion, what it means to our
Lutheran faith, make a communion cup and the
bread that will be used for first communion.
Communion Cup Making – April 7, 11 a.m.
Communion Bread Making and First Communion
Instruction – May 4, 9 a.m.
First Communion – May 5

Saturday, March 9
5–9 p.m.
It’s another fun
evening of crafts,
dinner, games and
a movie for kids ages 2–11. And parents get to have
some fun with a few hours away for themselves.
Donations to support youth attending a week at
summer camp or a mission trip are appreciated!
Find registration forms on the website under the
Connect tab or behind the Welcome Center. Forms
are due in the church office by Thursday, March 7.
Contact Kristine (kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org)
with questions. The next Parents Night Out date is
Saturday, April 13.

Sunday, March 10, 12–4 p.m. | 7th Grade Mini Retreat
A retreat at All Saints for 7th grade Crossroads youth, Guides and Junior Guides to spend time building
relationships and faith.

Thursday, March 14 | Servant Night
Crossroads small groups serve with organizations such as the Minneapolis Crisis Nursery, Second Harvest
Heartland and Minnetonka TreeHouse. Participation start time will be assigned based on the organization.

Saturday and Sunday, April 27–28 | 9th Grade Crossroads Retreat
An overnight retreat at Camp Courage in Ham Lake. Crossroads youth, Guides and Junior Guides meet at
All Saints at 8 a.m. on Saturday.

CRAFTING WITH KRISTINE
Sunday, March 3, 12–2 p.m.
Have fun crafting with Kristine and your friends in the Lounge. RSVP to Kristine (see
below) by Friday, March 1. A donation of $5–10 helps cover the cost of supplies.

Register Now | Grades 9–12
Be a part of the senior high mission trip to the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation in Montana. We partner
with the community to work on home improvement projects, painting and yard work. Participate in singing,
helping with crafts, and reading to kids living on the reservation. In the evenings we engage in fun activities
such as visiting the Little Bighorn Battlefield and hearing from a longtime community friend. In addition to a
great week of serving, the team will have a lot of fun, meet and make new friends, and grow closer to God. Find
registration forms at the Youth board. Submit to the church office at your earliest convenience.

Just a few more weeks to register kids for Camp Wapo before registration is open to the public. Kids experience
Jesus in new and exciting ways through friendships, inspiring worship, fun games, caring counselors, blazing
campfires, and more. Sign up by Friday, March 15, to ensure your spot! Register on the Wapo All Saints
registration page (lwlbci.com/all-saints).
Children in grades 1–3 can also participate in a camp experience called Wapo Seeds, held on the weekend of
June 21–23. Register at the link above.

Contact Kristine with questions (952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).
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Pastor Jon Pederson
Pastor Antonio Machado
15915 Excelsior Boulevard
Minnetonka MN 55345–5628

Check in and like us on
Facebook. Search for All Saints
Lutheran Church Minnetonka.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Download the All Saints app. Search
for “All Saints Minnetonka” on Google
Play or the Apple App Store.

MINNESOTA FOODSHARE
Last year, ICA, the area’s local food shelf, provided
food, financial assistance, employment services,
and outreach support to 5,481 individuals living in
our community. During the Minnesota FoodShare
March Campaign, help ICA reach its goal of
$150,000 and 150,000 pounds of food for our
neighbors. Nearly one in ten Minnesotans
experiences food insecurity and 13.8% of children
in Minnesota are food insecure. An estimated
6,200 people in the Twin Cities are currently
experiencing homelessness.
Monetary donations can be mailed to ICA,
12990 St. David’s Road, Minnetonka, MN 55305.
Or stop by the ICA table between services on
March 10 and purchase a $5, $10 or $20 certificate
(checks payable to ICA). A $20 certificate provides
enough food for 23 meals. And as always,
non-perishable food donations can be placed in
the ICA bin by the west entrance. On behalf of ICA
and your neighbors in need, thank you!

Tuesday, March 12
11 a.m.–7 p.m.
Hopkins Center for the Arts
1111 Mainstreet, Hopkins
Benefits ICA Food Shelf
and ResourceWest
Choose from over 1,000 ceramic bowls created by
local artists and students, eat a simple meal of soup
and bread with your neighbors, enjoy local
entertainment, and bid on unique celebrity bowls
in the silent auction. Help ICA and ResourceWest
reach their goal of $80,000. For more information,
contact ICA (icafoodshelf.org or 952.938.0729).

ICA SILENT AUCTION
Friday, March 1 – Saturday, March 9
Bid on great items such as bikes, kitchenware,
home decor, gift certificates, and more!
All proceeds benefit ICA Food Shelf.
To bid, visit: icafoodshelf.org/silentauction

Photos taken at church events may be used in All Saints communications and on the website.
If you do not want your picture used, please inform the church office. Email submissions to publisher@AllSaintsMtka.org.
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For information about All Saints Lutheran Church, visit us at www.AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550.

