
 

JULY/AUGUST 2019 

SCRIBE NEWSLETTER 

NEW MESSAGE SERIES – 1 THESSALONIANS 
Join us for a four-week mid-summer series exploring the earliest writing in the New Testament — St. Paul's 

letter to the Christians in Thessalonica. Faith, hope, and love are hallmarks of authentic faith and they marked 

the lives of the church there, even as they faced uncertainties and a lack of clarity about their situation. 

“We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your 

endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

– 1 Thessalonians 1:3 
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As mentioned in my last column, there is a change 

of pace at church in the summer. That doesn’t 

always mean a slower pace for staff. As of the 

writing of this article, staff will be gathering around 

a table to begin mapping out the calendar through 

spring of next year. We’re planning for some big 

events in the coming year, including the second 

annual Fall Block Party in September, music and art 

showcases, and many of the other ministries you’re 

accustomed to. 

KIDS 

At the same time this summer, we’re preparing for a 

week at Camp Wapo for kids and youth the week of 

June 23. We’re looking forward to Vacation Bible 

School August 5–9. We’re also excited to offer  

Kids Connection at both worship services on the 

final Sunday of each summer month. 

YOUTH 

Our youth get together at events like the movie 

night in June, the mission trip to Montana 

beginning July 13, and a beach day in late July. 

TECHNOLOGY TEAM 

A team of gifted “techies” has been gathering to 

plan for upgrades to our network at church and to 

consider other opportunities for how we utilize 

technology in ministry. One additional change we’re 

planning for is an update to our 

worship presentation software 

which will allow for improvements 

both on screen and off. We rely 

greatly on volunteers to keep 

hardware and software running 

right during the week and on 

Sundays. I’m grateful for all that 

they share.  

STRATEGIC PLANNING 

A team consisting of current and past council 

members gathered for a strategic planning retreat 

June 1–2. The work of the retreat is ongoing. We 

ended up with homework! Some of this will 

continue through the summer. More can be shared 

as the process unfolds and we get a clearer picture. 

The Unstuck Group, which is leading this process, is 

providing excellent ongoing support and will be 

meeting with staff at the end of July to continue the 

conversation. I’m excited about the future of All 

Saints coming out of this retreat and so grateful for 

the gifts and insights of leaders in our church. 

 

Continue to hold All Saints, its ministry and its 

planning in your prayers. Together, we are the 

community of faith and witness to God’s love. 

 

– Blessings, Pastor Jon 

Pastor Jon  

COMING UP THIS SUMMER 

At the Movies 
PREMIERING SUNDAY, AUGUST 11  
The big screen lights up again this summer during 
the At the Movies sermon series. Stay tuned for the 
announcement of flicks we’ll be watching and 
exploring together. 

Find information on AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550. 



 

Contact Kristine with questions (952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org). 3 

 FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Your generous gifts continue to provide healing 

and hope, care and fellowship for people 

around the globe and down the street. Even in 

summer, Kids Connection, VBS and youth 

events take place. People gather weekly for 

worship and in fellowship groups. We’re busy 

repairing, renewing and cleaning the building 

and planning for new programming in the fall. 

Join us whenever you can. Thanks for your 

financial support that helps it all happen. 

June 30 is the close of the fiscal year 2019. As of 

June 16, member giving is at 86% of the annual 

budget. We anticipate we will close the year 

with approximately $5,000 in net income, to be 

used for maintenance and new strategic 

initiatives in the next fiscal year.  

If you have questions about finances, contact 

Paul Hoffman, treasurer, or Laurel Gaard, 

business administrator (952.934.3550 or 

finance@allsaintsmtka.org). 

CREATION CARE  
The Creation Care Group meets to discuss ideas 

to move forward in caring for God’s creation under 

His guidance and teachings.  

The group provides inspirational and informational 

ideas during Sunday morning meetings at  

All Saints and shares food for thought to keep the 

conversation relevant and action-oriented. 

 “We are caretakers of God’s creation.”  

From Paul Douglas in Caring for Creation: The 

Evangelical's Guide to Climate Change and a 

Healthy Environment. Copies are available in 

the church library. 

 Idea: Turning your water heater down from 

140 degrees to 120 degrees can reduce  

550 pounds of CO2 emissions a year. This is 

equivalent to 610 miles driven by an average 

passenger vehicle. It saves money too! 

BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 

RESTROOMS 

We have a building permit and are purchasing 

supplies and scheduling contractors to remodel the 

restrooms on the Library level in July and August. 

Providing an inclusive, wheelchair-friendly restroom 

requires creating more floor space and moving one 

wall. Plastic sheeting will close off the space to help 

contain dust while old fixtures and tile are removed 

and a new wall is framed. 

You can volunteer to help paint or do final clean up. 

Please talk to Rich Kerber or Laurel Gaard, business 

administrator, to learn more (952.934.3550 or 

finance@allsaintsmtka.org). 

 

LIGHTING PROJECT  

We are in the final steps of choosing a lighting  

vendor and scheduling crews to begin replacing the 

current fluorescent light bulbs throughout the 

building with more energy efficient LED bulbs.  

Part of the project includes increasing the light levels 

along the main hallway with new fixtures. We 

anticipate this work will happen in stages  

throughout the summer. We are able to fund the 

project largely through utility cost savings and 

rebates from Xcel Energy. 

 
“To forgive is the highest, most beautiful 
form of love. In return, you will receive 
untold peace and happiness.”  

– Robert Muller 

40 years service with the United Nations 

Find information on AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550. 



4 

 

Regular meetings of Kids Connection take a break 

during the summer. But — we still want to get 

together with you over the summer. We meet on the 

last Sunday of each month (June 30, July 28 and  

August 25 at both the 9 and 10:30 a.m. services) for 

games, activities and a short Bible story and lesson.  

We hope to see you this summer!  

Sunday, August 11, 2 p.m.  

Pioneer Creek Golf Course  

A great afternoon of golf, fellowship and food 

awaits participants in the All Saints Golf Scramble 

Tournament in Maple Plain.  

Haven’t golfed in a while or don’t feel like you’re 

good enough? No worries! Groups of four play in a 

scramble format (each player hits a tee shot on 

each hole, but everyone plays from the spot of the 

best shot). It’s a casual, fun, and great afternoon 

together. All ages welcome.  

After golfing, gather on the deck for dinner and 

fellowship. Cost is $45 per person for nine holes of 

golf, motorized cart and dinner. Register 

individually or as a group of two to four players.  

Find forms behind the Welcome Center or on the 

website (Connect/Events). Registration and 

payment are due in the church office by 

Wednesday, August 7. Questions? Contact Kristine 

(952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).  

VOLUNTEER FOR KIDS 
CONNECTION THIS FALL 
Did you know that children are more likely to be a  

life-long follower of Christ if they have adults in 

their lives, other than their parents, who care about 

them? Make a difference in a kid’s life by 

volunteering for Kids Connection (Sunday school at 

All Saints). You don’t need to be a professional 

teacher or an expert speaker to impact a life.  

We are seeking people who are willing to be there, 

meet kids where they are at, and join in the fun and 

learning. You can engage in Kids ministry by 

volunteering as a Kids Connection leader or helper, 

helping with material preparation, or participating 

as a Kids Connection host to connect with new 

families.  

To learn more or to sign up as a volunteer, contact 

Chelsea (cgilbert@allsaintsmtka.org or 

952.934.3550 x18). 

WACKY SCIENCE AND 
CRAZY ART  
Friday, July 26, 6:30–8 p.m. 

Kids (and their parents) are full of wonder about the 

world around them. They are curious to find out 

how things work. They are in awe of things they 

can’t explain. Science and art help cultivate this 

wonder and creativity.  

Kids and their parents are invited to All Saints for a 

night of cool experiments and art projects that will 

spark the wonder inside us all. No RSVP necessary. 

Please come and go for the time that works best for 

your family. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
COLLECTION 
During Vacation Bible School, kids will be real 

superheroes as they pack backpacks for Resource 

West recipients. The goal is for each kid to pack one 

backpack. You can help by donating supplies.  

Most needed are:  

 backpacks  

 yellow pencils 

 wide and college-ruled spiral notebooks 

 pocket folders 

 composition notebooks 

 red pens 

 index cards (3x5 inches) 

 pencil boxes and pouches  

Drop off donations at the church office or to Chelsea 

by Tuesday, August 6. The backpacks will be packed 

on August 7. Thank you for your generosity. 

Questions? Contact Chelsea (cgilbert@allsaintsmtka.org). 

Find information on AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550. 
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JULY / AUGUST ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

Mon 1 7:30 a.m. Saints Men’s Breakfast (offsite) 

Tue 2 
3:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Worship at The Glenn 

Men’s AA 

Wed 3 2:45 p.m. Special Moments Quilting (offsite) 

Thu 4 All Day Office Closed     

Fri 5 All Day Office Closed     

Sat 6 7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry  

Sun 7 
9 & 10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

Worship with Communion 

Contemporary Musicians 

Mon 8 6:30 p.m. Facilities Team 

Tue 9 
9 a.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Beautiful Souls Grief Support 

Men’s AA 

Wed 10 1 p.m. Prayer Shawl Knitting 

Thu 11 
7:15 a.m. 

7 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 

Alpha Band 

Fri 12 
  

Sat 13 
 

7:30 a.m.  

Senior High Mission Trip Departs 

Men’s Ministry  

Sun 14 
9 & 10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

Worship with Communion 

Contemporary Musicians 

Mon 15   

Tue 16 

6 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Worship Team 

All Saints Foundation (offsite) 

Men’s AA 

Wed 17 
1 p.m. 

 

Special Moments Quilting (offsite) 

 

Thu 18 
7:15 a.m. 

7 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 

Alpha Band 

Fri 19   

Sat 20 
7:30 a.m. 

 

Men’s Ministry  

 

Sun 21 

9 & 10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

 

Worship with Communion 

Contemporary Musicians 

Senior High Mission Trip Returns 

Mon 22   

Tue 23 7:30 p.m. Men’s AA 

Wed 24   

Thu 25 
7:15 a.m. 

7 p.m.  

Morning Prayer 

Alpha Band 

Fri 26 6:30 p.m. Wacky Science and Crazy Art  

Sat 27 8 a.m. Men’s Ministry  

Sun 28 

9 & 10:30 a.m. 

9 & 10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

Worship  

Kids Connection 

Contemporary Musicians 

Tue 30 7:30 p.m. Men’s AA 

Wed 31 1 p.m. Youth at Bryant Lake Park 

July   

Thu 1 
7:15 a.m. 

7 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 

Alpha Band 

Fri 2   

Sat 3 7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry  

Sun 4 
9 & 10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

Worship with Communion/Teen Challenge  

Contemporary Musicians 

Mon 5 

7:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. 

6 p.m. 

Saint Men’s Breakfast (offsite) 

Vacation Bible School 

Executive Committee 

Tue 6 

9 a.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Vacation Bible School 

Worship at The Glenn 

Men’s AA 

Wed 7 

9 a.m. 

1 p.m. 

2:45 p.m. 

Vacation Bible School 

Prayer Shawl Knitting 

Special Moments Quilting 

Thu 8 

7:15 a.m. 
9 a.m. 
7 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Vacation Bible School 
Alpha Band 

Fri 9 9 a.m.  Vacation Bible School (optional offsite) 

Sat 10 7:30 a.m.  Men’s Ministry  

Sun 11 
9 & 10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

Worship  

Contemporary Musicians 

Mon 12 6:30 p.m. Facilities Team 

Tue 13 
9 a.m. 
6 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Beautiful Souls Grief Support 
Finance Team 
Men’s AA 

Wed 14 
6 p.m. 

 

Feed My Starving Children (Youth & 

Parents) 

Thu 15 
7:15 a.m. 
7 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Alpha Band 

Fri 16   

Sat 17 7:30 a.m.  Men’s Ministry  

Sun 18 
9 & 10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 
Worship with Communion  
Contemporary Musicians 

Mon 19 6 p.m. Congregation Council 

Tue 20 7:30 p.m. Men’s AA 

Wed 21 2:45 p.m. Special Moments Quilting 

Thu 22 
7:15 a.m. 
7 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Alpha Band 

Fri 23   

Sat 24 7:30 a.m.  Men’s Ministry  

Sun 25 
9 & 10:30 a.m. 
9 & 10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

Worship 
Kids Connection 
Contemporary Musicians 

Mon 26   

Tue 27 7:30 p.m. Men’s AA 

Wed 28   

Thu 29 
7:15 a.m. 
7 p.m.   

Morning Prayer 
Alpha Band 

Fri 30   

Sat 31 7:30 a.m. Men’s Ministry 

August   

Find information on AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550. 
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HALF DAY PROGRAM 

Summer school programs “Jump into Summer” and 

“Summer in Minnesota” gave the kids a great start 

to kick off the sunny and warm months. Now the 

teachers begin renewing their energy for the 

upcoming 2019-20 school year. In anticipation of the 

little ones walking back through the doors of  

All Saints Preschool, teachers go back to their 

classrooms in August and start staff training. The 

first day of class begins with orientation on Monday, 

September 9. Contact Katie Avenson (952.934.3552 

or kavenson@allsaintsmtka.org) with questions 

about the program or enrolling your child. 

 

FULL DAY PROGRAM 

The kids have thoroughly enjoyed the art-themed 

summer activities. To cap off (and show off) all that 

the children have created, we will have an art show 

on Thursday, August 22. The influences of Monet, 

Jackson Pollock, and Picasso, just to name a few, 

will be on full display. We are so proud of our 

budding artists.  

In August, teachers gather for a two-day training 

session to prepare for the upcoming school year. 

Contact Heather Charmoli (952.934.4156 or 

hcharmoli@allsaintsmtka.org) for information. 

Jesus is the original superhero. He did not need to wear a cape or a mask, but instead worked as an undercover 

superhero. He looked like a normal man on earth, yet possessed amazing powers that influenced the world and 

people around him. He taught his disciples and anyone he encountered that they could have these powers too.  

Jesus gave us many examples of how to be a superhero:   

 Be Inclusive. “When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will 

be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous.” (parable of the wedding banquet, Luke 14:13–14)  

 Be Compassionate. “Jesus said, ‘Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of robbers?’ The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who showed mercy on him.’ Jesus 

told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” (parable of the Good Samaritan, Luke 10:36–37) 

 Seek Justice. “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” (parable of the workers in the vineyard, 

Matthew 20:16)  

 Forgive one another. “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, ‘Son, your sins are 

forgiven.’” (Mark 2:5)  

Give your kids the chance to be a superhero at Vacation Bible School. Find registration forms on the website 

(Connect/Kids) or on the wall behind the Welcome Center. Contact: Chelsea Gilbert(cgilbert@allsaintsmtka.org).  

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 
August 5–9; 9 a.m.–noon     
Ages 3–completed 5th grade 
 
Register now! 

Find information on AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550. 
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  2019–20 THEME  

Do not let anyone look down on you because 

you are young. Instead, set an example in love, 

in speech, in faith and in purity. 

 – 1 Timothy 4:12 

AFTERNOON AT BRYANT LAKE PARK 

Wednesday, July 31, 1–4 p.m.  

Enjoy great activities such as swimming, kayaking, paddleboarding, disc golf, lawn games, fun in the sand  

and more. Meet at Bryant Lake Park  (6800 Rowland Rd, Eden Prairie). Put on your swimsuit, grab a towel and  

bring $15–20 for water activity rentals (optional). RSVP to Kristine by Sunday, July 28.  

 

SERVE AT FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

Wednesday, August 14, 6–7:30 p.m. 

Youth and parents are invited to pack food at the Chanhassen Feed My Starving  

Children facility. Meet at FMSC; we will finish by 7:30 p.m.  

RSVP to Kristine by Sunday, August 11.  

 
 

 

CROSSROADS 2019–20 
Youth in grades 7–9 are invited to be a part of All Saints  

Crossroads Confirmation, a three-year program where  

youth encounter faith and friendships through retreats,  

service projects, large and small group interactions on  

Wednesday evenings, and more.   

Registration is open now. Find forms on the website (Connect/Youth) or on the confirmation bulletin board. 
Submit forms to the church office by Sunday, September 8.  

CONGRATULATIONS  
GRADUATES! 
Congratulations to the 2019 high school graduates and 

their families who were honored at a breakfast and  

program followed by commissioning and prayer during 

worship on June 2. Please keep these young people in 

your prayers as they start their new  

journeys in life.   

Adam, Sarah, Abby, Lucy 

Nick, Gabe, Tom, Alex 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Photos taken at church events may be used in All Saints communications and on the website.  

If you do not want your picture used, please inform the church office. Email submissions to publisher@allsaintsmtka.org. 

Check in and like us on 

Facebook. Search for All Saints 

Lutheran Church Minnetonka. 

Find information on AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550. 

TEXT TO 
GIVE AT  
ALL SAINTS 
Simply text the dollar 

amount you’d like to 

donate (no $ sign needed) to 952.260.3352. You’ll 

get a message with a link to enter your credit 

card information on a secure processing site.  

You can even set up recurring donations. Once 

you’ve set up your profile, you can easily give 

again just by texting the new amount. 

Questions? Contact Laurel Gaard 

(finance@allsaintsmtka.org).  

GET THE ALL SAINTS APP  

APP TIPS #2 & #3:  

 FIND DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 READ THE BIBLE 

 

Available on iOS and Android.  

Download to your phone today! 


