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SCRIBE NEWSLETTER

A SEASON OF SONG AND CELEBRATION
KIDS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Sunday, December 9 | 9 and 10:30 a.m. services
Experience the story of Jesus’ birth as reimagined
by the children in Kids Connection. The Haunted
Christmas helps us find God and hope in dark
places with humor and song.

LESSONS AND CAROLS
Sunday, December 16 | 9 and 10:30 a.m. services
Celebrate blessings of the Advent and Christmas
season with music for the heart and soul. Enjoy
beautiful music and songs presented by the adult
and youth choirs, and the brass, handbells and
contemporary service musicians. Sing along with
robust arrangements of many beloved Christmas

carols. We invite you to consider attending the
10:30 a.m. service to ensure seating, as both services
are the same on this day.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
Christmas Eve services will feature instrumentalists
at 3, 4:30 and 10 p.m. Saints Choristers sing at 4:30 pm.
The contemporary service musicians will lead the
8 p.m. service. Saints Chorale will be joined at the
10 p.m. service by instrumentalists from the
congregation, local chamber groups and the
Carillon Choir.

SUNDAYS WITH ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
On Sundays, December 23 and 30, there will be only
one service at 10 a.m.

A SEASON OF LIGHT
I put up lights on our house over Thanksgiving
weekend. I love the warm glow of lights during this
season leading up to Christmas. It’s a season of
expectation — that something might happen. Of
course, Christmas is coming. But, is it possible for
people to experience Jesus today? There’s
something in the experience of lighting a candle
and being surrounded by others and the words of
Silent Night that makes even the most hardened
open their hearts to hope again.

Take time to join us in the weeks
leading up to Christmas, including
December 9 for our services
featuring the Kids Christmas
program. December 16 is Lessons
and Carols at both services. We
invite those of you who are
flexible to consider coming to
Pastor Jon
the 10:30 a.m. time, which will be
identical and will provide more open seats.

As we prepare for Christmas, we’re making
preparations. Over the last year we’ve talked about
growing in our presence in the community. Our
biggest outreach to date will include a postcard to
about 7500 neighbors that will arrive prior to
Christmas. The card invites neighbors to join us for
Christmas in this Season of Light. For some, this may
be their first introduction to All Saints. For others, it
will be a new connection to the church they drive by
every day. Some of you who live nearby will receive
it. Additional cards will be available at church to take
home and give to a neighbor or friend as an
invitation.

As we come to the close of the year, we invite you to
check back on the plan for giving that you made for
2018 and either meet or exceed that where possible.
Your gifts truly make a difference, whether it’s:

If you’re participating in some of our Christmas
preparations, thank you! Many are already preparing
music, planning to help with worship, as well as
other activities and events leading up to that day.
Christmas is one of the best times to welcome our
community and make new connections. The All
Saints logo, introduced over a year ago, suggests
connections. Connections are at the heart of our
identity and what we do at All Saints. We find
belonging as we reach out to one another, we
experience grace as we connect with our loving God,
and we seek to connect with new neighbors to
extend that love through word and action.
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the $123,000 we were able to give toward people
in need and organizations serving them in the
last fiscal year
facility projects we’re moving forward with to
renew our spaces for ministry
creative initiatives we’ve begun such as our
block party and Music and Art Showcase
our increased outreach to our community,
exemplified by the upcoming postcard
or the many programs and ministries we
continue to support

Your presence and investment is building increased
excitement and hope here at All saints.
As we gather in candlelight this Christmas Eve, may
you experience the presence of the Christ child in
your heart and in our ministry together.

– Blessings, Pastor Jon

REFRESHED AND
REDESIGNED WEBSITE

CONGREGATION MEETING
REPORT

Check out the new look at
AllSaintsMtka.org. The
redesigned website is mobile
friendly and features improved
navigation and a fresh look.

At the October 28 meeting, the congregation
elected Mim Kagol, Tim Pryor, Steve Suppan, Paul
Hoffman and Craig Budolfson to three-year council
member terms, beginning January 1, 2019. Two
partial terms will be filled by council appointment.

Access audio of past sermons,
the events calendar, staff
contacts, ways to connect with
the All Saints community, and
options for giving.

The congregation voted to approve changes to the
All Saints constitution that will eliminate the need
for two annual meetings each year by aligning
council terms more closely with the fiscal year
rather than calendar year, along with adopting
required ELCA changes that are largely terminology
changes. The changes will not become effective
until after a second vote of approval at the May
congregational meeting.

You’ll also find links to our
Facebook page and to
download our mobile app (search for “All Saints
Minnetonka” on Google Play or the Apple App Store).

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For 2018 tax purposes, contributions must be
received or postmarked by December 31. The office
will close at 4 p.m. on Monday, December 31.

Fall programming is in full swing, with Kids
Connection and Crossroads confirmation
regularly drawing in kids and youth for fun,
learning and friendship. We’re busy preparing for
additional worship services on Christmas Eve.
We’ve hosted two events this fall for church and
community (the September block party and
November Music and Arts showcase). And we’re
sharing 11% of our contributions with partners in
the local community and around the world to
make a difference for those who are hungry,
homeless, affected by storms and wildfires, and at
risk or in need in other ways. Thank you for your
generous and consistent financial support to
allow for these good works.

Donate online at AllSaintsMtka.org. Credit card
donations made before midnight on December 31
(according to the processor’s timestamp) are
recorded as 2018 contributions. ACH bank account
transfers must be received by the church by
December 31. Year-end statements for 2018 will be
mailed around January 20, 2019.
Contact Laurel Gaard (lgaard@allsaintsmtka.org or
952.934.3550) with questions about year-end gifts or
your contribution record.

STATEMENT
OF INTENT
Thank you to everyone who
responded to the invitation to make a Statement of
Intent for 2019 giving. You received a mailing in
November with a card and a brochure sharing
goals for 2019, and what we were able to
accomplish together in 2018, thanks to generous
financial support. The brochure is available at
church or on the website.
You can still send in your Statement of Intent card,
if you haven’t yet done so. Download a copy from
the website, or pick up a card behind the Welcome
Center. Return cards to the church office when
completed. Questions? Contact Laurel Gaard
(952.934.3550 or finance@allsaintsmtka.org).

Three months into fiscal 2019 (10/31/18) we are
$27,000 under budgeted revenue. As expected,
expenses exceed income by $3,400. If you have
questions about finances, contact Paul Hoffman,
treasurer, or Laurel Gaard, business administrator,
(952.934.3550 or finance@allsaintsmtka.org).

ADVENT DEVOTIONS
Pick up a free copy of A World Awaits[ with daily
reflections for Advent taken from the writings of
Christian author C. S. Lewis. Available on the wall
behind the Welcome Center.

Contact Kristine with questions (952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).
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OWLS CHRISTMAS PARTY
December 9, 5 p.m., Presbyterian Homes
5330 Beacon Hill Road, Minnetonka

MUSIC NEWS
All Saints invites you to start out the new year as
a new member in one of our music groups. Join
at any time.
Saints Choristers rehearsals, for 1st through 8th
grade children and youth, are Wednesdays at
6 p.m. Saints Chorale (adult choir) rehearses at
7:15 p.m. on Wednesdays — new members in all
sections are welcome. The Carillon Choir
(handbells) seeks occasional substitutes, so if
you’ve played bells in the past but can’t commit
to a weekly rehearsal, this opportunity is for you.
We also welcome congregation members to
perform instrumental preludes or postludes
during worship services.
Contact Brian De Young to share your musical
talents (bdeyoung@allsaintsmtka.org).

MINISTERIAL ACTS
SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER 2018
BAPTISMS
 Michael Robert Blackmon
 Ella Genevieve Anderson
 Philip Edgar Barnes V
FUNERALS
 Thomas Harold Schultz
 Jay Richard Rasula
 Cager Mathews Banks
 William Edward Binger
WEDDINGS
 Juan Manuel Gonzalez-Cruzado and
Leslie Faye Knight
 William Scrimgeour & Sarah Lapin
 Jesse Corwin Gunderson and
Cinda Kathleen Mowers
 Gary Robert Rysavy and
Emmali Mina-Kay Montazemi

Get out of the cold and snow and start
the merriment of the holidays at the
OWLS Christmas party! Sing favorite
Christmas songs (beautiful singing
voice not required) or just enjoy
some great company. Please bring an
appetizer/snack or dessert to share.
Beverages will be provided.
Don't want to cook? Just pick something up from
the store! Afraid you won't know anyone? Bring a
friend, or take this opportunity to get to know those
people you always see at church but never really
talk to. Bring $3 to help cover expenses. Sign up at
the Welcome Center to help us with planning.
Who are the OWLS? The Older, Wiser Lutheran
Saints are a social group for church members 55
and older — but we don't ID! The party starts at
5 p.m. sharp.

UPCOMING OWLS EVENTS
Sunday, January 20, 11:30 a.m.
All-you-can-eat buffet at New Kings Wok in
Hopkins (8480 Excelsior Boulevard). Enjoy
Mandarin Chinese and American food. The
restaurant is wheelchair accessible and
reasonably priced.
February – Bingo at church
March – Tour of Minnesota State Capitol and the
Cathedral of Saint Paul
April – Minneapolis Institute of Art and lunch
May – Minnesota Landscape Arboretum tram ride,
walk and lunch

Peace on earth will
come to stay, when we
live Christmas every day.
– Helen Steiner Rice
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ALL SAINTS ACTIVITY CALENDAR

December 2018
Sat
1

8 a.m. Men’s Group
4:30 p.m. Our Saviour’s Meal Prep

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
Sun
9 a.m.
2
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Mon
3

Worship with Communion
Kids Connection
All Saints Giving Market
Worship with Communion
All Saints Advocates for Peace

7:30 a.m. Saints Men’s Breakfast
(offsite)
6 p.m. Executive Committee

12:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
Tue
6 p.m.
4
6:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Outreach Quilters
Worship at The Glenn
BeFrienders
Carillon Choir
Men’s AA

1 p.m.
6 p.m.
Wed
6 p.m.
5
7:15 p.m.

Prayer Shawl Knitting
Saints Choristers
Crossroads Servant Night
Saints Chorale

Thu
6

7:15 a.m.
10 a.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.

Morning Prayer
Bible Conversation
Martha Circle (offsite)
Mtka/Hopkins Child Care
Providers
7 p.m. Alpha Band

Fri
7

6:30 p.m. 9th Grade Igniter

Sat
8

8 a.m. Men’s Group
1 p.m. Brass Rehearsal

Sun
16
Mon
17

9 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
Tue
6:30 p.m.
11
6:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
Wed 6:15 p.m.
12
6:45 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

6:45 p.m. Carillon Choir
7:30 p.m. Men’s AA

Thu
3
Fri
4

Wed
19

9:30 a.m. Preschool Christmas
Program
6 p.m. Saints Choristers
6:15 p.m. Crossroads Guides
6:45 p.m. Crossroads
7:15 p.m. Saints Chorale

Thu
20

Thu
13
Fri
14
Sat
15

8 a.m. Men’s Group
1 p.m. Brass Rehearsal
5 pm. Parents Night Out

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
9:30 a.m. Preschool Christmas
Program
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
3:30 p.m. Child Care Christmas
Program
7 p.m. Alpha Band

Fri
21
Sat
22

Sun
23

8 a.m. Men’s Group
10 a.m. Worship (one service
today)
Noon Jr. High Christmas Party
6 p.m. Sr. High & College Ugly
Sweater Party (offsite)

Sat
5

Mon
24

Mon
7

Wed
9

Thu
10

All Day Church Office Closed
Merry Christmas!

Sat
12

Sat
29
Sun
30
Mon
31

7:15 p.m. Morning Prayer
7 p.m. Alpha Band

Prayer Shawl Knitting
Special Moments Quilting
Saints Choristers
Saints Chorale

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
7 p.m. Alpha Band

Sun
13
Mon
14

8 a.m. Men’s Group
Wed
16

Thu
17

8 a.m. Men’s Group
Worship with Communion
Kids Connection
Worship with Communion
All Saints Advocates for
Peace

7:30 a.m. Saints Men’s Breakfast
(offsite)
6 p.m. Executive Committee

6 p.m. Saints Choristers
6 p.m. Crossroads Family
Servant Night (offsite)
7:15 p.m. Saints Chorale
7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
7 p.m. Alpha Band

8 a.m. Saturday Men’s Group
5 p.m. Parents Night Out

Sun
20

Mon
21
Tue
22

Thu
24

Sat
26

Sun
27

6:30 p.m. Facilities Team

Tue
29

Prayer Shawl Knitting
Special Moments Quilting
Saints Choristers
Crossroads Guides
Crossroads
Saints Chorale

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Worship with Communion
Kids Connection
Worship with Communion
OWLS Lunch (offsite)

6 p.m. Congregation Council
12:30 p.m. Outreach Quilters
6:45 p.m. Carillon Choir
7:30 p.m. Men’s AA
Martha Circle
Saints Choristers
Crossroads Guides
Crossroads
Saints Chorale

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
7 p.m. Alpha Band

Fri
25

Mon
28

1 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

8 a.m. Men’s Group

12:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
Wed 6:15 p.m.
23
6:45 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

9 a.m. Worship
9 a.m. Kids Connection
10:30 a.m. Worship

12:30 p.m. Outreach Quilters
6:45 p.m. Carillon Choir
7:30 p.m. Men’s AA

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
6:30 p.m. Mtka/Hopkins Childcare
Providers
7 p.m. Alpha Band

Fri
18
Sat
19

Fri
11

Tue
15

10 a.m. Worship
(one service today)

1 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
6 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

9 a.m. Beautiful Souls Grief
Support
12:30 p.m. Outreach Quilters
Tue
6 p.m. Finance Team
8
6:30 p.m. Lake Mtka Stamp Club
6:45 p.m. Carillon Choir
7:30 p.m. Men’s AA

CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
Family-Friendly Worship
with Communion
8 p.m. Contemporary Worship
with Communion
10 p.m. Traditional Worship with
Communion

7:30 p.m. Men’s AA

All Day Church Office Closed
7:30 p.m. Men’s AA

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
Sun
10:30 a.m.
6
10:30 a.m.

3 & 4:30

Beautiful Souls Grief Support
Outreach Quilters
Finance Team
Tue
Lake Mtka Stamp Club
25
Carillon Choir
Men’s AA
Wed
Saints Choristers
26
Crossroads Guides
Thu
Crossroads Moms Night
27
Saints Chorale
Fri
28
Bible Conversation

10 a.m.
7 p.m. Alpha Band

9 and Worship with Communion/ Tue
1
10:30 a.m.
Lessons and Carols
9 a.m. All Saints Giving Market
10 a.m. Sunday Breakfast
Wed
2
6 p.m. Congregation Council

Tue
18

9 and Worship / Kids Christmas
Sun
10:30 a.m.
Program
9
9 a.m. All Saints Giving Market
3 p.m. Worship at Presbyterian
Mon
Homes
10
6:30 p.m. Facilities Team

January 2019

Wed
30

Thu
31

8 a.m. Men’s Group
9 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Worship
Kids Connection
Worship
New Member Orientation

12:30 p.m. Outreach Quilters
6:45 p.m. Carillon Choir
7:30 p.m. Men’s AA
6 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

Saints Choristers
Crossroads Guides
Crossroads
Saints Chorale

7:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Bible Conversation
7 p.m. Alpha Band
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you to attend one of the following shows:

We send heartfelt gratitude to the preschool and
child care families for their contributions of food to
the ICA Food Shelf and children's clothing to Reach
and Restore. This generosity impacts many lives and
helps our children learn the importance of sharing
with others.
With the season of Advent upon us we look forward
to sharing the miraculous story of baby Jesus with
our kiddos. Rumor has it that Santa might even be
making an appearance.
December always culminates in our fun and
entertaining Christmas program. We cordially invite

Preschool Half Day Program
Wednesday, December 19, 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, December 20, 9:30 a.m.
Child Care Program
Thursday, December 20, 3:30 p.m.
Turning the calendar to 2019, the Full Day program
meets winter head on with engaging and fun beach
days and the Half Day program stays warm and
cozy in their pajamas on pajama day.
Both programs have openings for new registrations.
Half Day program registrations for fall 2019 begin for
current, returning families and church families on
January 2. General registration opens up January 9.

Saturdays, December 15
and January 12, 5–9 p.m.
Bring children ages 2–11
to All Saints and enjoy a
night out while the kids
have fun. The evening
includes dinner, a craft, games, a short movie, and
other fun activities. Find registration forms on the
wall behind the Welcome Center. Submit forms to
the church office by the Thursday prior to the
Parents Night Out date.
Questions? Contact Kristine Clemens
(952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).

56ERS HIT
THE HILL
Saturday, January 26
1–4 p.m.
All 5th and 6th
graders and their
parents are invited to
go snow tubing at
Elm Creek in Maple
Grove. Meet at All Saints at 1 p.m. to carpool to the
tubing area and tube for two hours. Carpools return
to church around 4 p.m. Cost is $20 per person for
two hours of tubing.
Contact Chelsea to attend the event or sign up at the
Children’s Ministry board. Interested chaperones
should contact Chelsea as well. The event is weather
dependent. If necessary, an alternative event will be
scheduled. Contact Chelsea with questions
(cgilbert@allsaintsmtka.org or 952.934.3550 x18).
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January Kids Connection Theme – Operating
System: Update the Way You React (Self-Control)
When something or someone makes you angry,
how do you react? Do you yell, say things you
probably shouldn’t, do things you know aren’t good
for you? Do you bottle up your anger or get angry at
someone else? All of these reactions are common
ways people react to anger, however they are not
healthy ways to address anger. A healthy response
to anger takes self-control.
In January, Kids Connection focuses on learning
how to practice self-control with our anger, our
actions, and our words. We will listen to verses in
Proverbs that show how self-control can help us live
more Christ-inspired lives.

JUNIOR HIGH UGLY SWEATER PARTY
Sunday, December 23, 12–2 p.m.
Youth and friends grades 7–9 are invited to celebrate
Christmas with food, games and plenty of ugly
Christmas sweaters! Meet at All Saints. Bring a white elephant gift, $5 for food and wear
your ugly sweater. We’ll finish up the party by watching A Charlie Brown Christmas.

SENIOR HIGH AND COLLEGE-AGE UGLY SWEATER PARTY
Sunday, December 23, 6 p.m.
Youth and friends grades 9–college are invited to the annual ugly sweater party at the Tomczak house. See
Kristine or the Youth Board for the address. Enjoy food, games, fellowship and more. Wear an ugly sweater and
bring a white elephant gift and $5 for food.

Register Now | Grades 9–12
Be a part of the senior high mission trip to the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation in Montana. Participate in
singing, helping with crafts, and reading to kids living on the reservation. We partner with the community to
work on home improvement projects, painting, and yard work. In the evenings we engage in fun activities such
as visiting the Little Bighorn Battlefield and hearing from a longtime community friend. In addition to a great
week of serving, the team will have a lot of fun, meet and make new friends and grow closer to God. Find
registration forms at the Youth board. Submit to the church office at your earliest convenience.

Spend a week at Camp Wapo this summer with your friends. Experience
Jesus in new and exciting ways through friendships, inspiring worship,
fun games, caring counselors, blazing campfires, and more. At camp,
learn how we are called to live in community — together. Register online
(campwapo.org) beginning January 15.

Wednesday, December 5, 6–8:45 p.m. | Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Youth, Guides and Junior Guides meet at designated locations to ring bells for the Salvation Army. Wear
festive and warm clothing. Groups return to All Saints for cookies, hot chocolate and Jesus time.

Friday, December 7, 6:30–10 p.m. | 9th Grade Igniter – Youth and Junior Guides
Meet at church to ignite hearts, have fun, grow closer as a group, and grow closer to God.

Wednesday, December 12, 6:45–8 p.m. | Moms Night
Youth, Guides and Junior Guides meet for Crossroads. Youth are encouraged to bring their mom for a special
Crossroads night. If your mom is unable to attend, please bring another caring female adult to join you.

Wednesdays, December 19, January 16, 23, 30, 6:45–8 p.m. | Crossroads
Youth, Guides and Junior Guides meet for Crossroads.

Wednesday, January 9, 6–7:30 p.m. | Family Night at Feed My Starving Children
Youth, parents, Guides and Junior Guides meet at Feed My Starving Children in Chanhassen to package food.
Wear closed toe shoes and bring a donation of $5 or more for food costs.
Contact Kristine with questions (952.934.3550 x17 or kclemens@allsaintsmtka.org).
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All Saints Lutheran Church, ELCA
Pastor Jon Pederson
Pastor Antonio Machado
15915 Excelsior Boulevard
Minnetonka MN 55345–5628

Check in and like us on Facebook.
Search for All Saints Lutheran Church
Minnetonka.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

GIVING MARKET

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

Sundays – December 2, 9, 16
After worship services

Sunday, January 27, 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.

In place of buying more
“stuff” for Christmas this
year, make a donation to
help others.
The Giving Market at
All Saints provides an
opportunity to honor
family and friends through
charitable donations that bring hope and
resources to local and global individuals and
families. Visit the Giving Market tree to learn
more and make gift selections.

Join Pastor Antonio for pizza and conversation
about All Saints’ mission, vision and being part of
this church community. Sign up at the Welcome
Center or contact the church office with questions.

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25



TUESDAY, JANUARY 1

Photos taken at church events may be used in All Saints communications and on the website.
If you do not want your picture used, please inform the church office. Email submissions to publisher@AllSaintsMtka.org.
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For information about All Saints Lutheran Church, visit us at www.AllSaintsMtka.org or contact us at 952.934.3550.

