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MAY 2020 

Ministry Updates
You’re reading a new digital version of our Scribe newsletter for May. We’re trying this new
format as we live into this new time. Let us know what you think!
 
On April 26, we had a chance to thank Pastor Antonio for his years of service at All Saints
and send him off with our blessings. Antonio was presented with a beautiful quilt from the
Special Moments Quilters, received words of thanks and blessing, as well as personal well
wishes from members through recorded videos. He will be missed.
 
Apart from sharing in preaching and worship, Antonio’s primary ministry was in pastoral
care and outreach to seniors. Be assured that this important ministry will continue. I have
spent a couple of decades visiting seniors, making hospital visits, leading worship services
at senior centers and presiding at funerals. I have appreciated Antonio’s work in this area,
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and am always honored to share in these important moments in the community. I look
forward to deepening this involvement in the coming weeks and months and forming
expanded connections with so many of you who I already know.
 
We have an excellent staff team that has been handling ministry involving our kids and
youth ministry, worship and music, preschool and child care, communication and
administration. I’m grateful for their dedication and creativity during the pandemic.

You may not know that our Crossroads Confirmation ministry is continuing on with full
participation with online Zoom gatherings. Our youth are still able to gather for faith
formation and fellowship with their small groups. For most youth, these virtual gatherings
are as familiar and comfortable by now as in-person gatherings. In addition, kids and
families can still access Kids Connection resources and share in the Sunday experience
through links on our website and Facebook page each week.
 
Although we are not meeting in person on Sundays, worship is being offered online and
can be accessed through our website, Facebook page and YouTube channel. The music
and messages offered in this new format have been received well. In the coming weeks
we will be doing some beta tests with livestreaming some contemporary services
periodically. You may see invitations to view these services soon. We want to be prepared
to stream all worship live after we resume in-person worship to allow for the fullest
participation whether people gather physically or virtually.
 
Our preschool, led by Katie Avenson, has been continuing to engage and support kids and
their parents. Heather Charmoli has also been engaging and supporting families in our
child care program. Though child care has been temporarily suspended due to health
concerns, like many other centers in the area, we are working to identify the best ways to
resume this program. These are particularly difficult times for children and their families as
children’s social and emotional development has been impacted. I’m grateful for Katie and
Heather ‘s ministry to families in our congregation and community during this time.
 
Other adult ministry opportunities have started or are planned. Regular Facebook posts
and some small group Zoom meeting opportunities are forming. We will share
opportunities as they come available. Your ideas are invited. Part of our vision at All Saints
is to nurture and promote healthy souls, supporting spiritual formation and wellness. You
may notice some posts on Facebook and other opportunities that highlight this
#healthysouls emphasis. Know that All Saints cares about you during this time as we all
seek to find the best ways to function in a healthy way, drawing on our Christian faith for
comfort. We want to support you. It’s normal in this time to feel uncertain and anxious. Be
in touch if you have questions, concerns or need guidance and support.  
 

Blessings,
Pastor Jon
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The disciples had to find a way forward in the days after Jesus' death and resurrection,
when all that they knew changed in a moment. Join us every Sunday at 9 a.m. on
Facebook or on-demand on the website as we find our way and discover God's continuing
presence even in uncertain times.

Wellness
We've been under lockdown for more than a month now. I miss the choirs, the kids, the
bells, the instrumentalists, the congregation as a whole, and above all, the chance to share
my passion for music and people on a weekly basis.
 
Our primary method of connection is now social media, and I see my colleagues putting a
great deal of energy into Zoom rehearsals, ensemble videos of home recordings edited
together, and live-streamed living room concerts. And the amazing displays of productivity
extend far beyond slick musical productions. People are renovating kitchens, learning to



bake choux pastry, creating elaborate home school lesson plans, training for marathons,
and on and on and on. It's amazing to see how some are using this lockdown for personal
growth!

However, many are not doing this, and I'm among them. Our nervous systems are
stretched beyond capacity, and self-actualization is not on the table right now. In the first
days of this pandemic, I saw my colleagues creating this content and thought, "I'm not
doing enough. I'm falling down on the job and failing the All Saints musicians." But as the
days have turned to weeks, I've come to accept my limitations as I've realized I'm not
alone. We are in survival mode. We are in shock. We are grieving immeasurable losses
and frightened by a new virus and the overnight collapse of our ways of being. 
 
My former self-talk was "you are failing quarantine." My new self-talk is "You are doing
enough. You are trying hard enough. YOU ARE ENOUGH." And so are all of you. However
you are experiencing this right now, be it through a burst of creativity, a dark depression,
or something in between, know that you are enough, and whatever you're feeling is valid.
 
With this in mind, the focus of the music program for May will be wellness, which is part of
our new vision focus we are calling "Healthy Souls." I will continue to post #musicmonday
videos on Facebook, and upcoming posts will explore music for meditation, emotion
regulation, and distress tolerance. Depending on interest, I will facilitate online meetings
for individuals who wish to delve into this more deeply in an open, safe, and confidential
environment. Contact me through email.
 
Online worship will continue in its current format. Kudos to Aaron Achartz for his fabulous
videography, and thank you to Pastor Jon for editing the final product. If you are a singer
or instrumentalist who wishes to participate, please contact me! There is no pressure in
this invitation; your safety and comfort are most important, so all of you wonderful
musicians get to decide your level of involvement.
 
Please continue to follow Facebook for #musicmondays and subscribe to the All Saints
YouTube channel (search for All Saints Lutheran Minnetonka) for online worship and
occasional musical goodies. My prayer is that you are well and that the offerings of the
music program are a blessing to you. God be with you till we meet again.

– Brian De Young

Financial Update
The last 6 weeks have been challenging to everyone, in a variety of ways. At All
Saints, we quickly learned how to provide digital worship, participate in remote
meetings, and connect and serve without meeting face to face. We have a full,
active youth ministry happening each week online and other opportunities emerging
for all ages to remain connected. We’re grateful for your continued engagement and
support.

We are managing money carefully so we can pay our bills, share financially with
benevolence partners, and pay staff. The church was able to obtain a loan through
the Payroll Protection Program of the CARES Act to help maintain staff wages, even
while the Preschool and Child Care programs are closed this spring. We continue to
monitor available relief programs and our cash flow to maintain financial health now
and into the future.
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Thank you for all who are sharing their resources. We encourage electronic giving
whenever possible, through the All Saints website or Text to Give. Some are
experiencing job loss or other financial insecurity and giving may be very difficult
right now. For others, an additional gift may be possible. We appreciate every
situation and every gift and welcome your continued prayers and support which
helps us continue to provide worship, distance learning confirmation classes, social
media resources, and care for the vulnerable and hurting in our community. Our
prayers are with all who are facing financial and health challenges. Please email or
call the church office to connect with Pastor Jon or other staff with questions or
concerns.

Postponed Meeting
The annual congregational meeting
normally takes place in early May. At this
time we have not planned a specific date
and/or time for the meeting due to the
COVID-19 situation. We are waiting with
the hope of providing an in-person annual
meeting. If necessary, we will move
ahead with a virtual meeting so that the
congregation can receive timely
information about the budget and other
business. The time and date will be
announced as soon as scheduled. Please
Contact Julie Mohlis, Council president, if
you have questions.

One More Way to
Stay in Touch
Follow All Saints on
Instagram.
 

@allsaintslutheranminnetonka

Faith formation continues each week for
kids and families using an entertaining
video to explain a Bible story in a kid-
friendly manner. Online parent guides
provide an application activity and a
prayer to share as a family. Find these

mailto:julie.mohlis@gmail.com


resources every Sunday on the All Saints
website and Facebook page.

 

May Theme 
Unstuck: Don’t Give Up
We’ll focus on stories of people in the
Bible who showed determination and
perseverance even when times got tough
and they felt like they were stuck.

For Friday fun, visit Facebook to view
Chelsea’s crafting, cooking and activity
videos.

Start the Streak with God:
A Crossroads and

Congregation Challenge
Crossroads Confirmation meets every Wednesday on Zoom. While it is not the same
as being together in person, youth and guides are grateful for a technology that
gives everyone an opportunity to maintain relationships with each other. During May,
Crossroads youth continue learning about different spiritual practices and how they
can live out their faith in their communities and in our world.

And now onto the challenge. Snap Chat is a visual app and social media platform
popular with many young people. Friends send pictures back and forth and begin a
streak when they continue for more than three days in a row. Crossroads youth were
presented with the challenge to start a streak with God. The goal of the challenge is
to read their Bible and spend time in prayer with God for 21 days in a row. Will you
join the challenge alongside the Crossroads youth? See back page for challenge
information.



 

Do you find yourself playing the buzzword game at all? We find ourselves counting the
repeating of words such as: unprecedented, pandemic, crisis, outbreak, self-isolation,
social distancing, and a host of others.
 
BUT, when we are communicating with our families and teachers, we are using and
hearing other buzzwords such as: Blessing, Grace, Thankful, Gratitude,
Appreciative, Safety, Community, Giving, and many other uplifting and encouraging
words.
 
In the end, we all must do our part to flatten the curve. This is a very real term. During
the process, we can choose to be more mindful, more prayerful and more grateful.  We
want you to allow yourself time to adjust to this new rhythm. For many of you, you are
now the de facto teacher and the on-call playmate. Give your family a chance to find that
rhythm. We love you and miss you like crazy. 

– Katie Avenson and Heather Charmoli

All Saints Preschool and Child Care continue to reach out and nourish the minds and hearts
of children and parents. Find some suggested resources below for time with your
child(ren).

A support guide for parents raising babies and toddlers through the coronavirus
crisis 
 
How You and Your Kids Can De-Stress 
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Maskmakers, Maskmakers,
Make Up Some Masks

All Saints has been collecting homemade cloth masks for distribution to local care facilities.
The first 39 masks were delivered last week to The Glenn in Minnetonka. The staff
expressed heartfelt gratitude for the masks which will be used for both resident and staff
protection to diminish the spread of COVID-19.

The blue collection bin is located at the All Saints’ west entrance, awaiting more mask
donations for delivery to other facilities. Please keep donating. With these donations, we
can help facilities halt the spread of COVID-19 within their buildings and into the
community beyond. Remember to wear your own mask in public places!

Find mask directions here or search online for patterns. Thanks for serving the community.

College Planning Webinar
The All Saints Foundation is pleased to share with you this opportunity for college
planning.  
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Join us for a free webinar to learn how to make college more affordable! This
presentation introduces strategies on how parents can help provide resources for
education while preserving their retirement savings, guide their students toward making
smart college selection decisions and start their students on the right foot by learning
wise money habits early and balancing the weight of educational debt. Students are
encouraged to attend with their parents.
Planning for college can be complex.

We're here to help.

At Thrivent’s College Planning Strategies Workshop, we'll teach you everything you need
to know to plan and pay for college, learning how academics, admissions and financial
strategies work together to help save you money and avoid excessive student debt.

This workshop is hosted by Matt Forsman and David Stay.

Tuesday
May 5 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. Join Us!  

Questions?
Call 612-889-8656 or email matt.forsman@thrivent.com.
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