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From the Pastor’s Desk

Volume 2026 Issue 1 January 2026
Happy 2026! Probably like you, I'm not used to o QA ( / *
. . N ~ .7//“\7\.\ / 25

saying 2026 yet. But time marches on and before & ° ol ¢ *Ql2
you know it we’ll be planning Ash Wednesday and | — . 7//1\\<

2 S
Lenten services. Until then I've tried to be e *\\\\Vé
intentional about reflecting on this past year even ;\/\/\"\’\é _// e A \\_ AN
as | look forward to wonderful things to come. il

This past Sunday we had the opportunity to be given a star as a keepsake at the worship
services. Each star had a word written on the back. These words are meant as a reminder to
be aware of the little rays of light that shine around us each and every day. There were words
like, faith, trust, joy, and many others. The star | chose had the world humility written on it.

It is a reminder to be that we serve with humility, that the humble will be exalted and the
exalted will be humbled. It is humbling to me to see the many ways that this congregation
serves, shines a light in our world (and the darkness will not overcome it), and is there for

each other day-in and day-out.

It is humbling to be in ministry in such a setting. And | am grateful. I'm grateful by the ways |
see God’s love lived out in tangible ways, whether that is support when there is loss of a loved
one, the many hands that make our mission work possible, the faces in worship, week-in and

week-out.
—
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From the Pastor’s Desk (cont.)

Maple Springs Life

CHURCH STAFF

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Gary Mahathey
gary@maplesprings.org | x403

Children and Families:
Mary Taylor Setliff
maryt@maplesprings.org | x405

Youth Ministry:
Carlyn Sprinkle
carlyn@maplesprings.org | x434

Connecting Ministries:
Erin Moses
erin@maplesprings.org | x408

Contemporary Music Director:
Jerry Chapman
jerry@maplesprings.org

Traditional Music Director:
Heather Schenck
heather@maplesprings.org | x410

Organist:
Jayson Snipes
jayson@maplesprings.org

Worship Producer:
Neal Goode

Finance:
Lisa Aldhizer
lisa@maplesprings.org | x406

Food Pantry:

Heather Schenck
foodpantry@maplesprings.org |
x416

Office Manager:
Catherine Davis
catherine@maplesprings.org | x402

Weekday School:

Brandi Smith
preschool@maplesprings.org
336-722-6924 | x409

| hear beautiful music each week and | am blessed. An anonymous
gift shows up in the “Pastor’s Discretionary Fund,” and | am blessed
to witness the powerful ways you show up. Meals are delivered,
cards sent, carols sung. It is humbling to be a part of it all.

And | look forward to the many things that are being planned for this
year. We are fortunate to be the host church for the Bishop’s climate
summit for the Western North Carolina Conference. We are
blessed to host the Rise Against Hunger outreach opportunity
coming up later this month. We are blessed to be in ministry with
our neighbors in a multitude of ways, whether it is opening our
doors for basketball and pickleball, to preparing meals for winter
shelter housed at other churches, or collecting coats for Oldtown

School.

Maple Springs is a blessing in my life and | am grateful. And humbled.
And | look forward to the blessings in store in 2026.
Thanks be to God for Maple Springs.

Blessings,

Pastor Gary

January Sermons & Scripture
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o January 4  “Light in aWorld of Darkness” Matthew 2:1-12
e January Il  “This is My Son, the Beloved”  Matthew 3:13-17
o January I8 “Come and See” John 1:29-42

o January 25 “Follow Me” Matthew 4: 12-23
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Maple Springs Life

Laity Training Event at Maple Springs UMC

7| Yadkin Valley District

, Western North Carolina Conference

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“Equip and Connect” Laity Training Event
Sunday, January 25, 3:00 — 4:30 pm at Maple Springs UMC

This is a district-wide event. We will begin promptly at 3:00 pm in Craven Hall. After a
plenary session led by Rev. Dr. Chris Hughes, information sessions will happen in various

classrooms.

Topics include:
e Spiritual Practices for Today (Rev. Dr. Lynne Caldwell, retired clergy)
e Children’s Ministry listening session about children in worship (Skyler Pryzgoda,
Cultivate Grant Coordinator for WNCC)
e Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (Rev. Dr. Mary John Dye, retired clergy)
e Finance Committee (Eddie Foster, lay person at Ardmore UMC)
e Trustees (Rev. Dr. Mark Conforti, District Superintendent)
o Lay Leader (Sheila Warner, lay person at West End UMC & District Lay Leader)
e Church Council (Paula Stroud-Kenney, lay person at Yadkin College UMC)

Everyone is invited! Committee chairs are encouraged to attend the session pertinent to

their leadership role.
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Bishop’s Climate Summit Maple Springs Life

We are Honored to Host a Conference-wide Event at MSUMC
on Saturday, April 18

-O- bishop'’s climate summit:
for such a time as this...

save the date
april 18,2026 9a-4p (& creation care

y The People of the
Western North Carolina Conference
/ /. The United Methodist church

maple springs umc, winston-salem

It’s happening here at Maple Springs and you're invited to attend! Bishop Ken Carter and your
conference Creation Care Ministry team are partnering to bring you the Bishop’s Climate
Summit: For Such a Time as This, which is an all-day in-person event being held at
MSUMC on Saturday, April 18,2026 — open to clergy, staff, and laity alike. Registration to attend
the event will open soon.

For now, save the date on your calendar, and read more below to learn the details about the
Summit and the three webinars being offered free online prior to the Summit — one of
which will feature Maple Springs’ own Margaret Miller as the key presenter!
Registration for the webinars is already open and can be accessed using the link on the next page.

Summit Details:

Our world is warming, and our climate is changing, causing impacts never seen before in
human history.As church leaders, it’s time to prepare our hearts, minds, and hands for such a
time as this.VWhat time is it? It’s our time! Throughout Scripture, God calls leaders to listen, to
respond, and to act for the sake of their communities.As Moses and Esther stepped forward
in pivotal moments, we too are invited to consider how God may be calling us to lead

faithfully in this season.

Why This Matters

Our warming world is creating impacts unlike any seen before in human history.As United
Methodists, we affirm that caring for God’s creation and protecting those most vulnerable—
including children, youth, and future generations—is part of our Christian witness.As church
leaders, it’s time to prepare our hearts, minds, and ministries for faithful leadership in this

moment.
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Bishop’s Climate Summit (cont.) Maple Springs Life

What to Expect on April 18
The Bishop’s Climate Summit will include worship, conversation, learning, lament, and shared
hope.Workshops will offer practical ideas and ministry tools that churches of all sizes can

implement in their communities. More details on workshop tracks will be available soon.

Pre-Summit Webinars - Register Today!

To prepare for this gathering, you are invited to three 60-minute webinars. Each session will
help build a clear understanding of the interconnectedness of God’s creation and how climate
shifts are affecting the people and places we love.This shared foundation will equip us to

consider faithful, neighbor-loving responses in our churches.

Register for Pre-Bishop Climate Summit Webinars here! The webinars are described

in full if you click on the registration link. The webinar titles, dates, and times are as follows:

Welcome to Our Warming World: What Have We Done? What Can We Do?
Thursday, January 15,2026

Noon to 1:00 pm online via Zoom

Presenters: Dr. Joseph Donoghue and Maggie Armstrong

Our Warming Oceans: S wimming in Dangerous Waters
Thursday, February 12,2026

Noon to 1:00 pm online via Zoom

Presenters: Dr. Margaret W. Miller and Bethany Brake

When Is Hot TOO Hot for Humans? What Are We Doing to Ourselves and Our
World?

Thursday, March 12,2026

7:00 pm to 8:00 pm online via Zoom

Presenters: Dr. Michelle E. Lewis and Brian Mateer
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https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/PreBishopClimateSummitWebinars

2025 Trustee Accomplishments Maple Springs Life

A Year of Remarkable Stewardship

What an incredible year of progress and dedicated stewardship it has been for our church
property, thanks to the tireless efforts of our Board of Trustees! In 2025, these devoted
individuals worked diligently behind the scenes to enhance our facilities, ensure safety, and

plan for a sustainable future.

We are thrilled to share some of their key accomplishments from the past year:

e Enhanced Welcome & Visibility: You may have already noticed the brand-
new digital sign installed on our front lawn, offering a dynamic way to share
news and events. Additionally, updated signage at key locations across the
church property helps visitors and members navigate with ease.

o Facility Upgrades & Refresh: Several vital spaces received a fresh look
with repainting in Craven Hall, the Cokesbury Room, Heather’s office, and

the Food Pantry office, creating more welcoming environments for all.

o Safety & Accessibility Improvements: Prioritizing the well-being of our
congregation, the Trustees replaced the AED in Craven Hall and made important
upgrades to the ladies' room outside the Finance Office, including replacing toilets

and installing grab bars for improved accessibility and safety.

e Major Infrastructure & Sustainability: A significant undertaking this year was the
complete replacement of the Sanctuary roof, a crucial project for the long-term
integrity of our main worship space. In an exciting step towards environmental
stewardship, the Trustees also worked hand-in-hand with the Solar Panel
Committee (Margaret Mitchell, Jennifer Kerrigan, Kim Richmond, and Kelly
Greene) to get solar panels successfully installed on the new Sanctuary
roof!

e Operational Excellence: Ensuring the smooth operation of our facilities, the
Trustees skillfully negotiated a contract with a new HVAC vendor, promising

more efficient and reliable climate control for our buildings.

January | Volume 2026, No. | | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org MAPLE SPRINGS

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

6




Maple Springs Life

2025 Trustee Accomplishments (cont.)

These accomplishments represent countless hours of planning, oversight, and hard work. As a
reminder of their vital role, the board of trustees, subject to the direction of the charge
conference, are responsible for the supervision, oversight, and care of all real property owned
by the local church and of all property and equipment acquired directly by the local church or
by any society, board, class, commission, or similar organization connected therewith. We
extend our deepest gratitude to all the dedicated Trustees who generously volunteered their
time, expertise, and energy in 2025. Their commitment ensures our church remains a safe,

welcoming, and vibrant place for worship, fellowship, and ministry for years to come.

Thank you for your faithful service 2025 Trustees:

Chair Frank Thomas,Vice-Chair Mark Cline, Recording Secretary Chris Douglas,
Danny Mitchell, Robert Prestwood, Larry Gordon, and Drew Setliff
Two additional members, Robin Hager and Jeff Jackson, have been elected for 2026.

LE SPRINGS
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Maple Springs Sun-Powered Future is Here!

Maple Springs Life

It was about a year ago that we came to the Maple Springs congregation to ask for support
for a rooftop solar-electric system. Although these things take some time, our system went
into production on November 17,2025 and is now producing electricity and reducing our
church’s carbon footprint each and every day. This very tangible act of stewardship is already

receiving recognition from our community, as MSUMC has been invited by the Piedmont

Environmental Alliance to host and be featured in their upcoming spring green home tour.

THANKYOU to all who have supported this effort!

Energy Produ...

This Month This Year
3.61 mwh 5.8 mwh

December 2025

Production

12/26/2025 57.7 kWh

| Hnﬂ il Nn
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Updated now

Lifetime 8'995
5. 8 MWh Pounds of
Co,
Emission
Saved

Screenshot of the MSUMC
rooftop solar monitoring system
showing our total (year-to-date)

and daily (graph) electricity

production as well as lifetime
pounds of CO2 pollution
avoided by our system so far.

The variation in production

between sunny and cloudy days
is evident in the graph.

MAPLE SPRINGS
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https://www.peanc.org/green-home-tour

Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing Event Maple Springs Life

Rs%S e ~.}

AGAINST HUNGER 2

food + community « sustainability

|} r.l

Sign up NOWV to volunteer for the annual Rise Against Hunger meal packing event
in Craven Hall from 1:00-3:00pm on Monday, January 19,
which is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day!

You don’t want to miss out on the fun and fellowship during this day of service dedicated to
the hungry of our world! We need 125 volunteers to help pack 15,000 meals, which usually

takes less than 2 hours. There’s also an option to make a monetary donation.

To sign up, scan the QR code above or visit this link:
https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/register/?id=701Pj00000ht)Z7

If you have questions please contact Lynn Bailey (rlbailey58@att.net)
or Cathy Plaster (cplaster@gmail.com).

01715 [20pLasIeERs
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Maple Springs Life

Food Pantry

Dear Maple Springs,

Thank you for your continued support of
the Food Pantry—whether through
volunteering your time, donating food,
offering financial contributions, or keeping
our ministry in your prayers. Because of
your generosity, we served 4,573 families in

2025, an increase of nearly 1,000 families

from 2024. We were also blessed to

celebrate our 25th year of serving our

community as a Food Pantry.

If you have not yet volunteered, we invite you to consider joining us. Volunteering is a
meaningful way to serve our neighbors, and you can sign up using the following link:
https://signup.com/go/kfFWOqq

Please be sure to watch the newsletter and weekly bulletins for our monthly food focus.

This month’s focus is crackers, which can be dropped off at church any week.

| am truly eager to continue

feeding our neighbors and
ministering to their needs, and =
| am grateful to do this work
alongside you.

Sincerely,

Heather Schenck

Food Pantry Manager
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https://signup.com/go/kfFWOqq

Maple Springs Life

Food Pantry (cont.)

FOOD PANTRY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
OUR FOCUS IN JANUARY IS - PLEASE
DROP OFF IN THE LOBBY AREAS OF CRAVEN HALL
OR NEXT TO THE SANCTUARY.

THANK YOU FOR FEEDING OUR NEIGHBORS!

MAPLE SPRINGS
F000 PANTRY

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AVAILAGLE

R\,

%\ 5
scm&okcoos S

foodpantry@maplesprings.org for more information
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Henderson Settlement News Maple Springs Life

The 2026 dates for the mission trip to Henderson Settlement have been set. We will travel to
eastern Kentucky on Sunday, September 27 and return on Friday, October 2. As with all of
our previous trips, the Maple Springs team will join other teams of Methodists as we work to
make lives better in a very economically depressed rural area. We will offer materials and
labor to build, renovate, or clean the homes, decks, ramps, and porches of community
members that are unable to do the work themselves because of age, disability, economic
challenges, or other hardships.

Members of our team also volunteer to assist in the Settlement’s social programs offered to
the community, such as the Food Pantry, Thrift Store, and Adult Day Care. All the while we
offer hope, friendship, fellowship, and faith to the residents of the area. If those are not
enough reasons to go, the team shares two houses with each other for the week and grows
to know each other in a way that can’t be accomplished in an hour together on Sundays at

worship services.

Soon the projects for 2026 will be selected and our team will begin to assemble. Our team is
open to everyone.....no special qualification is required except a desire to help others. There
is no doubt that the team of 2026 will have many alumni of previous missions because once

you go and experience the people, the community, the work, the fellowship, and the gratitude

of residents.... you are touched.... you are humbled.... you want to return.

This is an invitation to join us. We will have an organizational meeting in March. Look for an

announcement of the details. If you have questions do not hesitate to contact:

oo i 70 Hl \m RSO]

hank.sismon@gmail.com

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
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Maple Springs Life

Henderson Settlement News (cont.)

January | Volume 2026, No. | | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org MAPLE SPRINGS

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

13




Prison Ministry Update Maple Springs Life

Thank you to our congregation for I
supporting Forsyth |PM on Giving “ |= C Iz S‘(T I-I
Tuesday. Our church donated $500, .
which was matched dollar-for-dollar, “ — o

’ STRIIES
doubling the impact of our gift. M I N I vl I‘ I I' v

Forsyth JPM’s Giving Tuesday campaign had a goal of $5,000 to fund Family Builder programs,
and thanks to a corporate matching gift, the goal was exceeded, $10,225 was raised in one

day.

These funds support Forsyth JPM’s Family Builder programs, which help strengthen and
maintain healthy relationships between incarcerated fathers and their families. Supporting
these bonds is critical for successful reentry, helps children stay connected to their parents,

and plays a meaningful role in breaking generational cycles of incarceration.

Through your generosity, our church is helping extend care, stability, and hope to families
affected by incarceration.

Prison Ministry January Collection Iltem

During the month of January, we will collect antiperspirant deodorant sticks (2.7 oz. size) for
the Forsyth Jail & Prison Ministries. Please place your donations in the collection bins in
Craven Lobby or the side narthex of the Sanctuary. Billy Cunningham will deliver the

donations to the prison residents. Thank you for your support!

”ﬂ
firi?
g3/
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Join the Chancel Choir! Maple Springs Life

g ngm@ﬁ@ Announcement:
S

Please join us on Wednesdays
from 7 - 8pm
starting January 7th

* & S
email heather@maplesprings.org

with questions

Ash Wednesday

Sign up for
dinner here:

February 18th

Join us for:
Dinner at 5:30 PM
followed by
Ash Wednesday Service
at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary
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Tuesday Morning Women'’s Bible Study

Maple Springs Life

The Tuesday Morning Women'’s Bible study group has

begun Amy-Jill Levine’s study, The Bible With and Without THE BIBLE
Jesus. WITH AND
In this video series, Amy-Jill explains how Jews and WITHOUT
Christians read the same stories differently. J E S U S

Our class is open to all ages of women. Bring a friend!

HOW JEWS AND CHRISTIANS

- ‘READ THE SAME STORIES

We meet Tuesdays at 9:30am in the Women'’s Bible Study « DIRFERENTLY

Room. For more information contact SueEllen Thomas

at sthomasrn@hotmail.com.

AMY-JILL LEVINE
MARC ZVI BRETTLER

Pat Rothrock Circle

MAX LUCADO
When God
Whis pers
Your Name

DISCOVER the PATH 12 HOPE ¢ EXOWING

AT LOD CARES FOR YOL

Are you interested in discovering the path to hope in

knowing that God cares for you?

Join us in studying When God Whispers Your Name by
Max Lucado.

Become a part of a caring group that explores scripture,
prays for the expressed needs of others, and supports

the mission of the church and our senior friends.

We meet the 3¢ Tuesday of the month at 9:30am in the
Church Parlor. Our next meeting will be on January 20.

Are you ready to hope! Is God whispering your name?
Contact Pat Craver at 336-972-5809 or the church

office for more information.
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Maple Springers

Maple Springs Life

Join us for our Maple Springers Luncheon on

Thursday, January 22 at 12:00pm in Craven
Hall. The meal will be catered by Old
Richmond Grill and will include Chicken
Florentine, green beans, and a roll. The
Appalachian Strings dulcimer group will be
there to entertain us. You’ll also be able to
enjoy a cup of cocoa from Jill Gordon’s
famous Hot Chocolate Bar. Call the church
by noon on Friday, January 16 at 336-722-
7563 to RSVP, or email Jill Gordon at
maplespringers@maplesprings.org.

A

- N | : w
N .
_ I :
v o w,v

Appalachian

Strings

1st Sunday Breakfast

Ist Sund
Breakfasaty

IF YOU’'RE NOT CURRENTLY
CONNECTED IN A SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS, WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN IN
THIS TIME OF FELLOWSHIP ON THE
FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH.

BREAKFAST WILL BE PROVIDED BY
THE CHURCH!
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Advent Connection Recap Maple Springs Life

Beginning with a hike to Stone Mountain State Park on a beautiful Saturday morning, which
included breathtaking views and the mountains in full fall colors, five Advent Connection
events brought over 60 participants together. In addition to the hike, there were
opportunities to learn the art of making chicken pies from scratch, decorating Christmas
Cookies and assembling Christmas Goodie Boxes for the Burn Unit staff, and crafting holiday
decorations using fruit and natural materials as seen in Colonial Williamsburg. Curious
Christians explored the current Israeli/Palestinian Conflict and Consumerism as they relate to
Methodist Social Principles on the two sessions offered. (Unfortunately, Pastor Gary’s Bible
Study had to be postponed due to illness.) These events offered and delivered knowledge, fun,
and fellowship beyond Sunday worship services in unique ways. That is the goal of

Connection!

Our next opportunity for a multiple topic Connection event will be the Spring Lenten
Connection. Details will be shared with the congregation in the next few months. The event
duration will be limited and the topics will be diverse. The Adult Discipleship Council hopes
that you will plan to attend one or more sessions enjoying a topic of interest as you Connect

with friends and new friends.

Hank Sigmon
Adult Discipleship Council Chairperson
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Maple Springs Life

Advent Connection Recap (cont.)
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Maple Springs Life

Advent Connection Recap (cont.)

= = -

Ty .

—_—

January | Volume 2026, No. | | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org MAPLE SPRINGS

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20



Maple Springs Life

Advent Connection Recap (cont.)
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Preschool Praise & Play Maple Springs Life

PRESCHOOL
PRAISE & PLAY.
SATURDAY- FEB. 7
10AM- Craven Hal

s are invited to join us
orning of Winter
> style games and fun!

\

MS Kids & Tweens

—N

JANUARY SCHEDULE

KIDS AND TWEENS

January 4'" January 11th

January 18" January 25*"

A\ HAFA—
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MS Youth Maple Springs Life

-YOUTHIN

W

SUNDAY JANUARY 4™:
12-2, WE'RE HAVING AN EPIPHANY PARTY!

SUNDAY JANUARY 11™:
12-2, JOIN US FOR A SERVICE PROJECT!

% EVERY WEDNESDAY:

| i HIGH SCHOOL CHECK IN: 6:30 PM AT BURKE STREET PIZZA ON ROBINHOOD!

N

January Sunday Nlornlngs

[ J
&
’oo

“ 7 January
Sunday Mornings

AT 10AM FOR KIDS, TWEENS,
YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES

JANUARY 11" CHURCH FAMILY SUNDAY
A MISSION PROJECT
SUPPORTING SHELTERS

JANUARY 18™": SMALL GROUP SUNDAY
PRESCHOOL: ASSEMBLY ROOM

KIDS:ELEMENTARY ROOM

TWEENS: TWEEN ROOM

YOUTH:MIDDLE SCHOOL ROOM <
ADULT: YOUTH ROOM
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Maple Springs Life

UM Creation Care Tips

&
.

>

.0;" |

United Methodis
Creation Justice

The calendar gives us a New Year to begin anew.
God, however, gives us grace to begin again —
“morning by morning” — even minute by minute.
With that gift of grace, we renew our resolve to care for Earth and justice.

John Wesley began a New Year tradition of leading people in renewing their covenant® with
God. At the very beginning, God gave us a garden to tend and till. Now is the time to
renew your commitment to be good stewards of Earth. Choose one new thing you can

do throughout the year to care for creation.

Why not eat beef? Wanting this food increases the demand for grazing land and corn
cultivation, which increases deforestation (even in the Amazon Rain Forest) and emissions as
grain travels to cattle, cattle to slaughter, meat to groceries and restaurants. Reduce those
pressures. Eat less or no beef.

Stop wearing plastic. Are you surprised? Synthetic fibers from clothing are a significant
contribution to microplastic pollution. Go back to nature—wool, cotton, silk, and even
bamboo and hemp. Plastic doesn’t go away.

Plastic bottles or aluminum cans? Technically, both are recyclable. However, due to multiple
factors beyond putting it in the recycling bin, plastic is less likely to be recycled into new
products. On the other hand, the systems for recycling aluminum are effective. Choose

aluminum. —_

'UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Maple Springs Life

UM Creation Care Tips (cont.)

To God’s prophet Jeremiah, it seemed nobody was listening as he warned of impending doom
from the Babylonians. In the face of climate change, we too may feel ineffective as we speak
out for justice. Jeremiah continued: He was faithful to his call from God to speak up, and he
bought land as a sign of hope, trusting God that the people would return. Stay faithful to
your call.

Drilling for gas and oil on previously protected lands is disrupting the habitats and
reproductive patterns of the native species. So, in addition to spending valuable resources to
provide deadly greenhouse emissions, the policy is also killing wildlife. Speak up for
funding alternative energy sources and for protecting God's creation.

If you live in an apartment complex, condo, or retirement community, do they have a recycling
service! Are they planting trees? Or switching to LED lights? If not, advocate for God’s
creation. Gather a Green Team of residents who care. Educate the other residents, and
lobby for change.

Invest in the future, not the past. Your bank account, insurance, or stock portfolio may
be supporting the fossil fuel industry. If their practices do not align with your values, change
banks, insurance companies, or stockbrokers and tell them why. Reinvest in clean energy and
sustainable practices.

Keep in mind these three big threes: |) Carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide
make up greenhouse gas emissions; 2) emissions, deforestation, and food waste are top
contributors to climate change; 3) viewing life through the lens of climate justice (how global
warming is affecting people near and far), making changes both large and small, and speaking

up to others are keys to addressing the problems.

The cost of solar has dropped dramatically. The environmental and justice costs of fossil fuels
have climbed relentlessly. Make this year a renew year to investigate and install clean

energy at home, church, business, or community buildings.
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Welcome to Our New Members! Maple Springs Life

We extend a warm Maple Springs welcome to the following new members. They joined our

church family on Sunday, December 7.

Amanda Berry
(with her husband, Adam, and Susan and Pat Caccavella
their son, Miles)

Welcome to our
church
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Welcome to Our New Members!

Maple Springs Life

Nicole Martin

Heather Schenck
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Maple Springs Life|

Baptism

Congratulations to Miles Adam Berry,
who was baptized on December 7.
Miles is the son of Adam and Amanda Berry.
He is the grandson of Pat and Susan Caccavella.
A. Q. Cook is his great-grandfather.

Welcome to the family of God, sweet Miles!

Emily Ruebel has taken over the Altar Flower Ministry. She enjoys
glorifying God each Sunday with her arrangements. Flower prices have

increased, so our Altar Flower arrangement price has been adjusted. The .« P VA

Altar Flower price is $75 plus tax ($80.25). If you would like to have more }§ v
flowers added to your arrangement, this can be done for an additional cost. - \
Payment can be made to Emily Ruebel by cash, check, or electronic 2

payments. The 2026 Altar Flowers signup sheet is posted outside the
Sacristy room near Pastor Gary'’s office.
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Memorial & Honorarium Gifts

Maple Springs Life

In memory of Robert Blevins
by Larry & Susie Gordon

In memory of Don Brookshire

by Larry & Susie Gordon

In memory of Bob Hafer
for the Food Pantry
by Barbara Hafer

In memory of Lisa Johnson
for a New Pumpkin Patch iPad
by Gary & Charlotte Alwine

In memory of Randall Jones
by Chuck & Sandra Kupsky

In memory of Ann Marshall,
Carl( Marshall, and
Karla Marshall Klumpp
by Tom Mavshall

In memory of Nancy Moore
for the Charles Wesley Society
Music Fund
by Walter Moore
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In memory of Spencer Stephens by
Larry & Susie Gordon
Walter Moore

In memory of Spencer Stephens
for the Food Pantry
by Bob Henning

In memory of Spencer Stephens
for the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund
by Dot Atkinson

In honor of
Hank & Linda Richards
for Grace Space
by Bet Wilson

In honor of the MSUMC
Praise Band and Chancel Choir
for Grace Space
by Bet Wilson

In honor of Heather Schenck
and Jayson Snipes
for the Food Pantry
by Gray & Kay Tuttle
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Our Christian Sympathy Maple Springs Life
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Our Christian Sympathy is extended (
to the families of

Spencer Stephens

January 17, 1931 ~ December 21, 2025

.
N

Brenda Kelly

(mother of ‘Will Kelly)
July 30, 1944 ~ December 21, 2025

Robert Blevins
(grandfather of Ryan Sprinkle)

October 1, 1927 ~ December 19, 2025

Don Brookshire

(father of Stacie Taylor)

January 17, 1954 ~ November 29, 2025




January Birthdays & Anniversaries Maple Springs Life

Jamary

(I
Happy Birthday

Bpegrapraprll
———

o ANUARY

Katie Robinson 22 Gary Alwine

2

2 Perry Smith I8 Nancy Karriker

3 Patricia Lewis 20 Ashley Quarless AN N IVE RSAR' ES
4 Katie Lynn Setliff 21 Jarret Cline 25 Ryan & Carlyn Sprinkle

6

7

Wren Taylor 22 Mary Burleson
8 Steve Richmond 23 Jeff Jackson
I 1 Maggie Sprinkle 25 Jennifer Chapman

12 Joni Kimmel 25 Stacy Crockett
12 Chuck Kupsky 25 Brandon Lazarus
|2 Kennedy Terry 26 Barry Lewis

|4 Paul Godwin 26 Keaton Osborne

|4 Vivian Steinbaugh 27 Laheri Foster
|4 Olivia Surgnier 28 Ellie Bee

|5 Gail Rose 31 Betsy Thompson

A R R S N A N A A S A A R A A N N A R A R A A A A A A R A e i
i S
i Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? Please call Catherine in the church office at i
e 336-722-7563 or emadil her at catherine@maplesprings.org and let her know. s
5
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Phone: 336-722-7563
Email: info@maplesprings.org
Web: maplesprings.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:30am to 4:30pm

Sunday Worship Times:
8:45am & | 1:00am
Sunday School - 9:55am

Rooted, Growing, and
Bearing Fruit for Christ

FIND US ONLINE:
MAPLESPRINGS.ORG
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