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Praise the Lord!  Jesus desires for you to know Him and understand Him.  While Jesus has perfect 

omniscient knowledge of you and me – the thoughts of our minds, the passions of our lives, our fears, the 

numbers of hairs on our heads and backs and legs and everywhere else hair grows, (I hope you getting at 

least a partial idea of the extent of God’s omniscience) – while He knows us, Jesus more strongly desires 

for you and me to know Him. 

 

Jesus gathered around himself disciples.  The term “disciple” means “student.”  We know The Twelve 

disciples were those closest to him.  Yet, there were others.  Jesus sent out 70 disciples ahead of him to 

prepare the towns for his ministry (Luke 10:1).  Just after the ascension of Jesus, 120 believers elected 

Matthias to fill Judas Iscariot’s open position in leadership (Acts 1:15).  These were among the many, mostly 

nameless disciples, who sat at the feet of Jesus to learn from him.  As the church grew following Pentecost, 

the Bible says the followers of the Risen Jesus “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship” (Acts 2:42). 

 

From the beginning of the church, followers of Jesus gathered in groups.  As they fellowshipped, these 

disciples learned all about Jesus, his teachings, his ways, and his heart.  These were different from worship 

and preaching.  Those who knew Jesus shared their knowledge and understanding, so others could know 

too.  In these small groups, the followers of Jesus “shared one another’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2) and 

“prayed for one another” (James 5:16).  All over the world where the name of Jesus is loved, disciples of 

Jesus formed groups to learn and support one another. 

 

John Wesley replicated these groups.  The people called Methodist deepened their faith and increased their 

numbers as they dedicated themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to one another.  We are amidst a 

revival of commitment to the practices of Jesus, the Biblical way, and a methodological means of 

experiencing God’s grace in community. (continued on next page) 
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From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 

At Maple Springs, we are committed to being rooted in CHRIST.  Maple 

Springs offers seven Sunday school classes, three women’s Bible studies, two 

Wesley Class Meetings, a men’s small group, and a prayer group.  We are 

committed to offering more in 2023.  Disciples in small groups grow in their 

faith, develop deep Christian friendships, and encourage faith development in 

others.  

 

Are you counted among the number?  

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

Pastor Dan 

February 2023 Messages 



February | Volume 2023, No. 1 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 
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Maple Springs welcomes the Rev. Andy Lambert on Sunday, February 26.  Andy’s preaching and 

teaching inspires people of all ages and cultures.  Andy’s unique ministry includes pastoring small and large, 

rural, inner-city, contemporary and traditional churches.  Andy is the founder of Isaac Ministries, an 

interdenominational ministry of evangelism and renewal.  https://isaacministries.faith/  

Ash Wednesday Service 

Maple Springs will begin the season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday service on 

February 22 at 6:30pm the Sanctuary.  Rev. Sylvia Wilhelm will give the message that 

evening.  A simple fellowship meal of soup and sandwiches will be served in Craven 

Hall at 5:30pm.  Look for more information and the meal sign up link to come in the 

church bulletin and the weekly eBlast. 

Holy Week Worship  

Mark your calendars for these Holy Week worship services: 

 

Palm Sunday Worship - April 2 - 8:45am and 11:00am 

Maundy Thursday Service - April 6 at 7:00pm 

Stations of the Cross Processional - April 7 at 10:00am 

Easter Sunday Worship - April 9 - 8:45am and 11:00am 

https://isaacministries.faith/
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In his book, How Happiness Happens, Max Lucado says, “We are not 

God’s gift to humanity.  He loves us and indwells us and has great plans 

for us.  God can use each of us, but he doesn’t need any of us.  We are 

valuable but not indispensable.” 

 

Perhaps we all need to be reminded at times to check our ego at the 

door and remember that we are called to be servants.  That was Jesus’ 

sole purpose throughout his ministry, which culminated with the giving 

of his life on the cross for the sins of the whole world. 

 

As we enter the season of Lent (beginning February 22nd with Ash 

Wednesday), let us be mindful of the life to which we have been called 

and the example we have been given in Jesus Christ. 

 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 

Maple Springs offers this healing experience which meets on the first Sunday of 

each month from 3:00-4:00pm in the Parlor.  This group is limited to Maple 

Springs members, attendees, and their family members who have experienced the 

physical death of a loved one.  This is a share group where grievers can express 

their losses.  The next meeting will be Sunday, February 5. 

 

Please contact Peter Venable at 336-760-2798 or oelkers9@msn.com for more 

information. 

The 2023 Altar Flowers calendar is posted in the hallway near Pastor 

Dan’s office.  If you would like to provide a floral arrangement for the 

11:00am worship service, please sign up on the calendar and contact 

Stephanie Norman at 336-724-7735, 336-391-8736, or 

bbtretired@yahoo.com.  The cost of each floral arrangement is $53.50. 

Altar Flowers for 2023 

Bereavement Healing Support Group 

mailto:oelkers9@msn.com
mailto:bbtretired@yahoo.com
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Wesley’s Words 

          WESLEY’S WORDS 

 

“In using all means, seek God alone. In and through every outward thing, look only 

to the power of His Spirit, and the merits of His Son.  Beware that you do not get 

stuck in the work itself; if you do so, it is all lost labor.  Nothing short of God can 

satisfy your soul.  Therefore, fix on Him in all, through all, and above all.  For all the 

power and the merit is in Him alone.”  

 

            How To Pray – The Best Of John Wesley, p. 16.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am reminded—daily—we Christians are always on ministry and mission.  Some time ago, I mentioned a 

sequence should the occasion arise:  

BC – Before Christ   

“Before Christ, my life was . . .” 

TP – Turning Point   

“I received Christ and became a Christ follower when…because…” (when and why) 

AD – After Decision   

“Since I determined to be a Christ disciple, my life has been…” 

(note a “believer” is a tad cliched; follower connotes lifestyle)  

 

Testimonies are powerful witnesses. One other point: should such a conversation emerge, strive to shift the 

topic to Jesus. “Who is Jesus to you?  What have you heard about him?” 

 

Peter, Evangelism Shepherd     

...but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.  Always be ready to make your defense to 

anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it 

with gentleness and reverence.  Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 

maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 

 

1 Peter 3:15 



Food Pantry Maple Springs Life 
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40 Condiments in 40 Days 

February 22 - April 6 

 

The season of Lent is almost upon us.  Last year, we did a 

condiments food drive, and our church was amazing in its support.  We received enough condiments to last 

us into the early summer so we would love to do it again.   

 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday (February 22) through Maundy Thursday (April 6), we will journey 40 days to 

the cross.  To help with the tradition of fasting or service, we would ask you to consider participating in “40 

Condiments in 40 Days” for our Food Pantry. 

 

For every day of Lent, donate any non-perishable food item but preferably condiments which our Food 

Pantry always needs.  More specifically, here are examples of what we need: ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, 

salad dressings, BBQ sauce, and salsa. 

 

Bring your items each week and place them in the Food Pantry bin in the Craven lobby or in the Food 

Pantry cart next to the handicapped lift near the sanctuary.  Thanks for supporting the Food Pantry and 

Happy Lent! 

Salad 

Dressing 

“Souper Bowl”  Sunday 

February 12 

 

Who will win the Super Bowl...Chiefs or the Eagles?  Let's see how 

good we are at predicting the game by donating soup and crackers to 

the Food Pantry on Sunday, February 12.  We'll have a display set up 

at both services and you can put your donations in the box with your 

team's name on it.  If you can't be at church on the 12th, we'll have our donation boxes out in Craven Hall 

on Wednesday the 8th if you want to bring your donations by early.  The team with the most donations 

(or votes) will be our prediction.  After both services are complete and before the game, we'll do a count 

to see which team got the most votes.  While we may not be able to get our prediction out to everyone 

before the game starts, we'll get the info out as soon as there is a news release possible.  Who knows...if 

we get it right, maybe we can compete with the professionals next year? 



Rise Against Hunger Maple Springs Life 
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Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 23 - Maple Springs’ Day 

of Service!  On this day we will offer a variety of opportunities 

to serve our community and our church - some on campus and 

some going off site to serve elsewhere.  This day is for 

everyone, of all ages, to come together and serve as a church 

family!  Service opportunities will begin at 1:30pm.  Then, we'll come back together for a meal in Craven Hall 

at 5:30pm and worship together to close our day.  More details to come! 

Maple Springs Day of  Service 

The Rise Against Hunger meal packing event held on Monday, 

January 16th, the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, was a great success!  

Over 110 volunteers of all ages (see the photo) gathered in Craven 

Hall to pack 20,088 meals that will soon be distributed somewhere 

around the world to help feed the hungry.  We had so much fun, 

and loved hearing the gong sound 20 times to celebrate every time 

we reached another 1,000 meals packed.  If you weren’t able to join 

us this year, we hope you’ll consider it next time.  Be on the lookout for “Save the Date” for our 2024 

event!  And look in the eBlast for an update as to where “our” meals were sent when we hear back from 

Rise Against Hunger.  

 

Thank you, Anna Lyons, for taking this great group photo!  Some volunteers left before the photo was 

taken. 
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Women On Mission will gather again on Thursday, February 9, at 6:00pm.   Our project is going to be 

putting together Feminine Hygiene Kits for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief).  Our goal is 

to make 50 kits and the value is $14 per kit.  The missions committee is helping with funding but we thought 

we'd share the Amazon list with each of you.  If you're willing to help with supplies, please do!  If you order 

something, please let one of us know.  We will order the remaining items on Tuesday, January 31.  

 

Here's the link to the list.  

 

Let one of us know if you have any questions and if you plan to join! 

 

Grace and Peace,    

 

Mary Taylor and Carlyn  

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2582094Z4J6T0?ref_=wl_share


Women’s Circles Maple Springs Life 
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The Circle of Friends and the Pat Rothrock Circle will 

continue a UMW tradition by showing our appreciation to 

the preschool teachers.  Join us by providing goodies for 

them to enjoy!  Please bring in your items (home baked or 

store bought) by 9:30am on Thursday, March 2.  It is ok to 

bring them in early - place in kitchen well marked for the 

preschool.  In the meantime, if you see a teacher - thank her 

for her love for our preschool children.  

 

Please contact SueEllen Thomas at 336-971-2873 or 

sthomasrn@hotmail.com if you have questions. 

We hope you have been noticing our bulletin boards in the preschool area.  We are truly proud of our 

works of art.  The only snowflakes to be found in January were on our bulletin boards!  February is one of 

our favorite months.  We talk about love and kindness.  We share with the children how God wants us to 

love all people because He loves us.  The February bulletin board says it all.  Please walk through and see the 

message.  We will also have our own Presidents’ Day parade, where we will march, wave, and represent the 

Presidents of the United States of America.   

 

We hope you all feel the greatest love of all this February!  We will be feeling His love this month for sure! 

 

Melicent Hammaker 

Weekday School Director 

 

Preschool Update 

mailto:sthomasrn@hotmail.com
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Love Lunch 

Maple Springers 

Senior adults are invited to attend our annual Love Lunch hosted by our Maple Springs Kids and Youth on 

Sunday, February 12 at 12:00noon in Craven Hall.  The meal will include spaghetti with meatballs or chicken 

alfredo, salad, bread and dessert.  There is no cost to attend. Children and youth will share some talents 

during the meal.  Please call the church office by Wednesday, February 8 to sign up to attend.  If you have 

any questions see Carlyn or Mary Taylor.  

Please join us for our next luncheon on Thursday, February 23, 

at 11:45am in Craven Hall!  The meal will be catered by Mrs. 

Pumpkins, and will include chicken pie served with a muffin, 

garden salad, and dessert.  The program will be Tai Chi for 

Arthritis and Fall Prevention led by Wanda Patterson.  Call the 

church before noon on Monday, February 20, at 336-722-7563 

to make your reservation.  

Page 10 

Highlights from  

Maple Springers  

in January 
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The Asbury Sunday School class gathered for a potluck social on Saturday, January 21.  Many thanks to Frank 

and SueEllen Thomas for graciously hosting this evening of fun, fancy food, and fellowship.     



John Wesley Visits Maple Springs 
Maple Springs Life 
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Researched, Written, and Edited by  

Jack Miller, Joshua Tucker, ChatGPT3, and Pastor Dan Lyons 

 

 

SCENE 1 

(The scene opens with three men, John Wesley, Charles Wesley, and Pound Cake Wally, on a cloud in Heaven.  

They are all smiling.) 

 

John Wesley:  (smiling) What a wonderful existence this is, to be able to watch Jesus Followers and to see 

His teachings continuing to shape the world.  

 

Charles Wesley: (nodding) Indeed, brother, perhaps we should visit Wally’s home church, instead of just 

watching. 

 

Wally: (excitedly) I hope so!  I can't wait to see how my friends have changed.  Since they are actively 

engaged in serving others, I am sure their faith is stronger than ever.  

 

(John snaps his fingers and they appear at the Maple Springs Pumpkin Patch in October where Mary Taylor and her 

minions of volunteers are welcoming visitors.)  

 

Charles Wesley: (impressed) Look at the great joy being spread throughout this community.  

 

Wally: (excitedly) Charles, the volunteers here never run out of resources to share with their neighbors.  

 

John Wesley: (nodding) Indeed, let us go speak with them.   

 

(They approach the volunteers.)  

 

Mary Taylor: (surprised) Oh my goodness!  Are you angels?  

 

John Wesley: (with laughter) Preachers and people are not angels!  I have been active in the development of 

Methodism and, today, I am reminded of the fruit of the Spirit St. Paul told us about in his letter to the 

Galatians. 

 

Mary Taylor: (smiling) We are honored to have you here.  We believe Methodism is served by operating 

this pumpkin patch for the purpose of connecting neighbors and adding to God’s mission assistance funds. 

 

Charles Wesley: (impressed)  Amen!  You are using God’s resources to increase the Kingdom of God and 

make friends of God. 
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Maple Springs Kids continue to meet weekly for DIRT.  For the 

month of February, we will meet on February 5, 19, and 26 from 

4:00-5:30pm.  Our kids will help host the Love Lunch on Sunday, 

February 12 and will not meet for DIRT that evening.   

 

If you know a child age 3 through 5th grade that you’d like to invite to join us on Sunday evenings, please 

do!  A personal invitation from a church members means more to people than you imagine.  

 

Our children will spend the month preparing for their Mission Possible 

musical set for Sunday, March 19.  Mark your calendars now to join us 

for that presentation! 

 

Grace and Peace,  

Mary Taylor 

 

Tweens Sledding Outing 

Saturday, February 18 

Tweens will head up to Beech Mountain to go sledding on 

Saturday, February 18. We will meet at church at 9am and return 

around 4pm.  Kids are asked to bring $15 to help cover food. Let 

MT or Carlyn know if you can join. It will be snow much fun! 

 

 

 

Wally: (walking by pushing a wheelbarrow load of pumpkins)  Come on John and Charles, Mary Taylor would 

love for us to help! 

   

John Wesley: (flashing a big smile)  Carrying this big pumpkin has strangely warmed my heart.   

 

(The scene shows the three men working alongside the volunteers, helping the young of all ages select 

pumpkins.  They all work together with joy and passion.  The scene fades to black.) 

 

To be continued in the March newsletter 

Children’s Ministry  
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Save the Date! 

VBS 2023 

Sunday, July 30-Wednesday, August 2 

Mark your calendars now! 

HAPPINESS IS...BEING A MAPLE SPRINGS KID! 

Preschool Grades K-3 

Tweens 
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What a start to 2023!  In January we got back to our usual gathering times on Wednesday and Sunday 

evenings, started confirmation classes (with 9 confirmands in the 8th and 9th grade) and served together on 

MLK Day - that morning some of our youth helped cook a meal to be served at The Dwelling (a church for 

those experiencing homelessness) and then we all gathered with our church family to participate in Rise 

Against Hunger.  I'm thankful for servant-hearted youth, and a great way to start the year together.  
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In February, youth will meet for Rooted (Sunday evenings, 5:30 - 7:00) on February 5, 19, and 

26.  Confirmation will also meet on those dates from 4:30-6:00pm and on February 20 from 

9:00am-3:00pm.  

 

 

 

 

High School Midweek Check-In (Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30pm) will meet at Burke Street 

Pizza on February 1, 8, 15, and 22. 

 

 

Youth are asked to come on February 12 to serve and help at the Love Lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to our regular times together we have three exciting opportunities coming up this spring: 

 

 

Our confirmation class will head to Camp Tekoa February 24-26 for 

their retreat. 

 

 

Our Middle School Retreat is March 24-26 at Camp Hanes.  We'll be 

joining other middle schoolers from our conference for the IgniteUs 

retreat.  All middle schoolers are encouraged to join us and invite a 

friend! Email Carlyn to sign up! 

 

 

10th-12th graders will have their retreat at Myrtle Beach on May 5-7.  

We will enjoy time in the sun and time in bible study together.  This will 

be a great weekend to invite a friend to join you!  Email Carlyn to sign 

up. 

 

mailto:carlyn@maplesprings.org
mailto:carlyn@maplesprings.org
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“The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, /the world, and those who live in it” (Psalm 24:1). The familiar 

first line is incomplete without the second, less well-known declaration, which calls us to love not just God’s 

earth but also everyone in the world. Work for justice, especially for those who suffer because of the 

climate crisis – human and non-human alike! 

  

Identify in your home or workplace ways you have made thoughtful changes in the past year 

because of your love for creation. Are you printing less or on two sides? Have you cut down on food waste 

or started composting? Make a list or tally mark of your actions and celebrate. Then talk about the exercise 

with someone. Find out what they are doing. Encourage each other. 

  

The new congressional year has started. Write a letter or email to your representative and 

senators. Talk about your desire for action that addresses your concern for creation justice. Indicate you 

are both a constituent and a person of faith. Policy makers pay more attention to letters from individuals, 

and they need a broader religious perspective than they often get. 

  

Soil isn’t just dirt. It’s a habitat for millions of microbes that are essential for growing nutritious food for 

all. Discontinue the use of synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides on your lawn and land. 

Love your microbes and you love everyone who eats food. 

  

Avoid food waste by storing produce properly. Especially when stored in plastic, fruit may ripen more 

quickly than you can use it. Vegetables are sensitive to the ripening gases, so a basic rule is to separate fruit 

and vegetables. Some produce does best on the counter; others, in a cool, dry place; and some are better in 

the fridge. Find out what does best where. 

  

Change some bathroom habits. Use a safety or electric razor rather than a disposable one. Use 

shampoo and conditioner bars instead of those in plastic. Switch to a bamboo toothbrush and bamboo or 

recycled toilet tissue and save trees. Cut down plastic use (and save dollars) by cutting open the tube so you 

get easy access to all the toothpaste. 

  

Love someone else’s clothes. Shop thrift stores to not only save money, but also to extend the life of 

serviceable clothing. Secondhand stores often support worthy causes, as well. When what you wear is no 

longer a candidate for another round of wearing, recycle the textiles through ReTold. They commit to 

multiple ways of keeping fabric out of landfills. 

  

Conquer the draftiness of your windows with Indows. Unlike the old storm windows, Indows go on the 

inside, cutting down leakage and energy costs. See how they work and look; also learn about the 

company’s values. 

  

Go from rags to riches—ditch paper towels and switch to reusable, washable cloth rags or napkins. 

Decreasing demand means decreasing deforestation. Reusing cloth for napkins and clean-up saves money, as 

well as trees.  

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=fc12b7dcd6&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=606c7ce0b2&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=a863626148&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=d998bccb96&e=23c7d94b51
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In memory of Don Loggins 

by  

Eloise Brown 

Suzanne Buschke 

Dennis & Margaret Casey 

Jane Cline 

Larry & Susie Gordon 

Walter & Nancy Moore 

Mary Nichols 

Our Christian Sympathy 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the family of 

 

Ernest Womble 

November 1, 1929 ~ January 10, 2023 

 

In memory of Don Loggins 

for the Food Pantry 

by 

Dot Atkinson 

Dwight Haigler 

Larry Rhodes 

 

In memory of Ernest Womble 

by Larry & Susie Gordon 

Welcome, Little One! 

Proud big brother, Owen, holds his new baby sister. 

Congratulations to  

Eric and Heidi Schieve  

on the birth of  

Clara Joy Schieve  

on January 18, 2023! 

Owen is the proud big brother! 



February Birthdays & Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

14 Dennis Raley 

14 Leanne Price 

14 Valerie Osborne 

15 Megan Burns 

15 Neal Goode 

19 Grant Gordon 

19 Grace Wagoner 

19 Brad Venable 

20 Emily Grace 

21 Heide Stadler 

21 Luke Kelly 

23 Lynn Bailey 

24 Martha Long 

24 Sandy Gordon 

24 Lisa Aldhizer 

24 Ivil Porter III 

26 Sarah Douglas 

27 Lauren Strickland 

29 William Boyles 

1 Billy Cunningham 

1 Cathy Watkins-Smith 

3 Jo Ann Angel 

3 Cathy Plaster 

3 Riley Mundy 

4 Mark Coplon 

5 Emily Ruebel 

5 Becky Wiles 

5 Amy Croom 

6 Kaitlyn Branch 

6 Missy Campbell 

6 Dean Huffman 

7 Sonja Ross 

7 Monte Ruebel 

9 Maggie Lacer-Wadkins 

13 Seraphina Bruno 

13 Reese Kelly 

14 Tim Wooten 

14 Emily Cornelius 
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3 Herb & Betty Linn 

12 Mike & Missy Campbell 

 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  

Please call Catherine in the church office at  

336-722-7563 or email her at  

catherine@maplesprings.org.  
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Phone: 336-722-7563 

Email: info@maplesprings.org 

Web: maplesprings.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45am, 10:30am, & 11:00am  

Sunday School - 9:55am 

 


