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Praise the Lord! “God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in 

your wildest dreams!” (Ephesians 3:20, The Message). This was the theme verse of last month’s Western 

North Carolina Conference meeting. 

 

For the first time in three years, the annual conference met  

in-person at Lake Junaluska. United Methodist clergy and lay 

members from across western North Carolina met to worship, 

hear reports, and adopt a conference-wide apportionment 

budget. The work and worship was organized around the 

imperatives Connect, Imagine, Engage, based on the verse 

above. The conference program book illuminated the theme with 

these words: “This Annual Conference, we hope you will connect with God and each other, imagine a 

hopeful future for the continuing United Methodist Church and engage in God’s work in our world 

through service, mission, and working for justice” (p.2). 

 

The business of the Annual Conference included: 

 Recognizing fifty-six retiring clergy 

 Approving a smaller conference budget (a decline of 10%) 

 Closing five churches “unable to fulfill the purpose and mission of the local church” and a sixth one 

closed by action of the bishop and his superintendents for “the immediate protection of the local 

church’s property for the benefit of the denomination” 

 Commending eighteen churches farewell who disaffiliated due to disagreements with the 

denomination’s and conference’s inadequate plans to address human sexuality and the lack of 

episcopal and clergy accountability  

 Remembering the lives of those who have died since the last annual conference—thirty-nine clergy 

(including our own Bob Huffman, Sr. and Marty Carlisle’s son-in-law Claude Kayler) and forty-one clergy 

spouses (including our own Evelyn Ochs)  (continued on next page) 
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From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 

 Celebrating the licensing of thirty local pastors (including our own Lisa 

Huffman Davis), the commissioning of sixteen provisional clergy 

(including our own Drew Nix), and the ordination of two deacons and 

eight elders 

 

Please receive my annual conference report as a member of the Western 

North Carolina Conference appointed to serve as your pastor. 

 

May God be glorified in all we say and do, 

 

Pastor Dan 

Lisa Huffman Davis (1st row, 3rd from right) on her Licensing as Local Pastor  

Congratulations to... 

Drew Nix (1st row, 2nd from left) on his Commissioning for Provisional Clergy 
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“Heads up!” worship series 

Summer 2022 

  

This summer in thousands of ballparks people will 

yell “Heads up!” to warn of impending danger.  Pop ups 

into the crowd threaten to rain down and bonk 

someone on the head.  Heads up!” is a call to be alert, 

to be on guard, and to watch for the coming danger. 

  

This summer we are yelling “Heads up!” at the impending danger to our lives.  Faithful Christians 

everywhere face threats, both internally and externally.  The callousness, pain and suffering, half-heartedness, 

and indifference threaten our compassion toward others.  Lies, enticing pleasures, and permissive teachings 

threaten to derail our lives from obtaining God’s best for us. 

  

You and I are not the first people to have our lives endangered.  In the late 1st century, the prophet on 

Patmos yelled “Heads up!” to people of the Seven Churches of Asia.  Revelation begins with Jesus sending 

letters to each of these churches.  Jesus warns each church of the threat they face and the impending 

consequence without a life correction.  Jesus prescribes a solution to reverse their looming doom, while 

showing them a vision of the rewards awaiting them. 

 

This summer through our “Heads up!” worship series, we will travel to the Seven Churches of Asia for 

revealing lessons on avoiding life’s dangers and receiving heaven’s rewards. 
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It was a typical grocery-shopping day.  My cart was full of 

the weekly groceries and just as I approached the checkout 

the manager came up to me and said that the card system 

had just gone down and they could only take cash or a 

check.  To which I replied, “ARE YOU KIDDING ME?  

Who carries that much cash or a checkbook (not me)?  

What am I supposed to do?”  He told me that they would 

gladly put my cart in the cooler until I could return.  So, I 

went home to get my checkbook and returned to retrieve my groceries, and it still took 20 minutes for the 

cash register to process the check. 

 

I allowed my frustration with all that to ruin the rest of my afternoon.  It was only later that evening that I 

realized my frustration was nothing compared to what that poor store manager faced with dozens of 

customers like me. 

 

How do we handle the interruptions that come into our lives---big and small?  FOR THEY WILL COME 

INTO ALL OUR LIVES.  We can let them ruin our day or our lives or we can look at the bigger picture 

and realize that we are not alone and that God cares about everything that concerns us.  There is nothing 

too big or anything too small that God’s love and grace cannot handle for us.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Grace & peace, 

 

Pastor Sylvia 

Old Town School Book Collection 

 

Thank you for your generous contributions to the  

Old Town School book collection.   

We received 173 books. 

 

This will enable the rising first graders to maintain  

their reading skills through the summer. 

 

Kay Tuttle, OTS Missions Coordinator 
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“Jesus invites each of his followers to become his disciples.  We are saved to 

serve; we are redeemed to reproduce spiritually; we are ‘fished out of the 

miry clay’ so that we in turn may become fishers of men and women.  ‘Jesus 

said unto them, Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.’  This 

invitation to discipleship is the most thrilling ever to come to mankind.  Just 

imagine you being a working partner with God in the redemption of the 

world!”  Billy Graham, Unto The Hills, p. 122-123. 

 

How much passion do you and I have to share Christ when opportunity arises 

(as it always will!)? 

 

 

Peter Venable 

Evangelism Shepherd  

Healing Bereavement Group  

You and yours are welcome to attend a new Healing Bereavement 

Group at Maple Springs.  The group will meet the first Sunday of each 

month in Craven Hall from 3:00-4:00pm. This is for those Maple 

Springs members, attendees, and families who have experienced 

physical death of a loved one.  Contact Peter Venable 

at oelkers9@msn.com for more details or simply come.    

 

NOTE:  The group will not meet on Sunday, July 3.  The next meeting 

will be Sunday, August 7. 

 

mailto:oelkers9@msn.com
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First, please let me say “Thank You” one more time to all those who 

contribute financially, contribute their time through volunteering, and 

support us through prayer.  We have been blessed this year with 

wonderful financial donations, many returning volunteers, and several new 

volunteers.  Your support for our Food Pantry is amazing and it's 

wonderful that we can help our neighbors in such a positive way! 

 

I had a neighbor recently ask me if I really believed Food Pantries were 

necessary.  Were people just taking advantage of the free food and 

shouldn't they be working to buy their own food, he asked.  I could not 

help but grin and just flat told him "why don't you come work just one shift 

for 2 hours with us and see if you still feel that way".  I can't begin to tell 

you the stories we hear from people who are working or are on fixed 

income and struggling to make ends meet.  From the senior adult making 

$800 a month on Social Security to the handicapped veteran I saw 

yesterday to the woman who came to the pantry for the first time last 

week and could no longer buy groceries and buy gas in the same 

week.  When you volunteer for a shift and get to meet the folks who come to us for help, it's sad to hear 

some of their stories but also an amazing feeling to know we can make a difference.  And finally, we were a 

little slow today and after an hour, we had only served one family.  We were talking about it and real quickly, 

Cynthia (one of our volunteers) reminded us that even if we only provided food to that one family, it was 

special to them.  Amen! 

 

So, I know you hear us say “Thank You” a lot (or at least I hope you do), but please know we appreciate 

your support of the Food Pantry and please know that our neighbors who come to us for help appreciate it 

even more! 

 

Peace and love...Bill 

Bill Blackburn 

Food Pantry Manager 



Food Pantry Volunteer Luncheon  Maple Springs Life 
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Congratulations to Stephanie Norman and  

Mike Young!  They received certificates for 

becoming members of the “300 Club”.  They 

have served over 300 shifts in the  

Food Pantry!  



VBS 2022 Maple Springs Life 
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Food Truck Party: On A Roll with God 

 

Join us for this year’s VBS! 

“Food Truck Party” kicks off with a Family Night on  

Sunday, July 31, at 4:00pm in the parking lot. 

Come out and enjoy a sweet treat and learn all about  

our VBS week!  

The evening will end by 5:30pm. 

 

 

All kids ages 3 (and potty trained) though rising 6th grade are invited to participate in VBS.  

Registration is now open! 

VBS will run Monday, August 1, through Wednesday, August 3  

from 6:00-8:00pm.  

We will begin and end each night in the Sanctuary. 

Invite a friend or neighbor to join us! 



VBS 2022 (cont.) Maple Springs Life 
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A few reminders from the Safe Sanctuary Committee:   

Escort Children in the Building:  Please escort children 5th grade and younger to and from Sunday School and 

make sure the teacher is ready to receive them when they arrive.  We want to ensure an adult-to-adult  

hand-off when children are entering and exiting their classes. Children should not be wandering around the 

building alone at any time.  If your child needs to leave the church service (even for a trip around the corner 

to the bathroom), please go with them.  

Six-Month Rule:   We welcome parents and other family members to attend children and youth events and to 

help out under the supervision of another volunteer or church staff member.  However, volunteers must 

regularly attend Maple Springs for a minimum of six months before they can serve as the lead adult when 

working with children or youth.   

 

Thanks for helping us be a Safe Sanctuary.   

Maple Springs Safe Sanctuary Committee 

Safe Sanctuaries Update 

We are so blessed at Maple Springs by awesome VBS leaders!   

We will offer three VBS volunteer trainings this summer- you only need to attend one of them.   

Safe Sanctuary refresher courses will be offered at the end of each training.   

All trainings will take place in the Cokesbury Room.  

Training dates are: 

Sunday, July 17, at 4:00pm 

Wednesday, July 27, at 6:30pm 

Saturday, July 30, at 9:00am 

 

All hands on deck!  We will have two big VBS decorating days this year.   

We hope you can come for one or both! 

Sunday, July 24, at 12:30pm 

Saturday, July 30, at 9:00am 
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On the Move Action and Service Camp 

 

Our rising 4th -6th graders had an awesome time serving God and our community during “On the 

Move”.  We had 11 kids and 4 adults participate.  During our time together, kids made Build-A-Bears 

for Ronald McDonald House, packaged 5,000 diapers, bagged and served food for 28 families at the 

Salvation Army in Hickory, and organized the Clothes Closet at New Story Church. 

I was so proud of them!  I loved seeing their hearts for serving others and showing Christ’s love with our 

community! 

 

Check out the next page for pictures of our Maple Springs Kids in 

action! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Mary Taylor 

Praise and Play 

Sundays in July 

10:00-10:45am 

 

For the month of July, children and their families will 

gather in the Picnic Shelter from 10:00-10:45am for 

Family Sunday School.  Each week we will praise 

God and spend some time playing!  We will focus on 

the Fruit of the Spirit.  We are asking families to 

take turns providing a light breakfast for the 

gathering.  If you’d be willing, please sign up HERE or 

use the QR code. 

Fun-day Friday! 

Friday July 8, 15 and 22 

9:00am-12:00pm 

 

Rising kindergarten through rising 6th graders are 

invited to join us three Fridays in July for Fun-day 

Friday!  We will gather in the Cokesbury Room 

those mornings.  Each Friday will include 

games, a mission, a craft, etc.  Cost is $10 per child 

and includes a snack.  We will gather from 9:00am-

12:00pm.  Please register HERE or use the QR code 

to sign up by the Tuesday before. 

https://signup.com/go/YgedYiR
https://forms.gle/aEuePaqcnAVXpmWS6
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 Youth will be serving in the Food Pantry on  

Tuesday, July 19.  After that, we will go to 

Surge Trampoline Park.  Please bring $10 with 

you for the day.  Let Carlyn know if you plan to 

attend or if you can help chaperone and/or drive. 

On Sunday, July 24, youth will go to Hanging 

Rock State Park to swim in the lake!  We'll leave 

from church at 1:00pm.  Be sure to eat lunch before 

we leave!  

The youth will go to Adventure Landing on 

Thursday, August 4.  We'll meet at church at 

5:30pm.   

On Sundays, July 10 and 17, Youth Group 

will meet from 5:30-7:00pm at church.  If 

you would like to provide or sponsor a Sunday 

evening youth group meal, click HERE, use the QR 

code, or email Carlyn at carlyn@maplesprings.org. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1In6OVGbI_qA1dgZgXXM_nhF8CQoNQWfpoKFzO_qlLlg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:carlyn@maplesprings.org
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Reduce your lawn and you reduce the volume of water consumed by watering grass plus the amount of 

chemicals poured into the soil. Reduce your lawn and you conserve water needed for food crops and habitat 

survival during drought. Reduce your lawn and you save the lives of the necessary microbes that feed the soil 

that feeds creation. Reduce your lawn and you don’t have to mow as much. 

  

You can easily save energy, water, and time. Just run your dishwasher with it as full as possible. 

Handwashing results in using more water (up to 27 gallons vs. 3 for the machine). Heating the water for 

those extra gallons is an unnecessary energy cost to your wallet and the environment. The dishwasher is 

also more hygienic because it heats the smaller amount of water to a degree your hands—and germs—can’t 

stand. 

  

As the predicted effects of climate change are increasing, the time for being able to slow, stop, or reverse 

the trend is shrinking. Political will is essential to muster resources and action. Speak up now. Email 

or call your lawmakers. Sign petitions. Support candidates who will fight for planet and people.  

  
Vacation at the beach! The ocean is beautiful, but … look closely and litter mars the view. Along with your 

beach gear, take some bags and pick up the trash you see. Perhaps other beach goers will pick up the 

idea from your example.  

  

One couple got permission to plant three trees in their condo’s common ground. They watered the new 

plantings regularly. Other residents stopped by to watch and chat. That gave the couple an opportunity to 

tell their neighbors why planting and caring for trees is important for the planet and people.  

  

Whales are the new “canaries.” Opening their mouth to filter the ocean water for food, they are getting 

plastic instead—and dying. Oceans and marine life need our help. Take action—sign petitions, make 

calls, use social media—to pressure corporations, cruise lines, and local, district, and federal governments to 

stop plastic pollution.  

  

Water is life, yet many waterways are choking with pollution. One church’s men’s group worked with a local 

watershed association and removed 40 bags of trash and even discarded tires and bedsprings. They then 

planted 100 trees and bushes along the edge of the river. As a church or as individuals, plan a day to 

volunteer some TLC to a waterway nearby. 

  

Drought threatens the food supply for everyone. Conserving water is something all of us can do. Calculate 

your water footprint with this tool (watercalculator.org) so you have a baseline of usage. The calculator 

also gives practical tips for reducing use. 

 

Seventy percent of water usage is for food. Raising livestock is much more water intensive than growing 

plants. Shift to more meatless meals. Commit to using up leftovers and minimizing food waste. More people 

making these choices will conserve water resources for all. 

 

Polyester—even recycled polyester—fabrics release microplastics when washed. Those enter the water 

systems and then the food chain, harming marine life and ultimately humans. Choose your clothing 

carefully. Wash what you have less frequently and more gently.    

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=612bd324c4&e=f016460bbf
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July | Volume 2022, No. 7 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

Page 14 

In honor of 

David & Sheri Reid 

by 

Bobby & Betty Faulkner 

 

In memory of Elizabeth Cook 

by  

Rodger & Betty Holley 

 

In memory of Ted Ochs 

for Missions & Outreach 

by  

Wally Maultsby 

In memory of Martha Walker 

by 

Hoyt & Mary Beard 

Mary Hathcock 

Jane Lovette 

Doug & Mary Lyles 

 

In memory of Martha Walker 

for Missions & Outreach 

by  

Wally Maultsby 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to provide a floral arrangement for the 11:00am service,  

the following Sundays are available: 

August 14 and 28 

September 4 and 11 

October 16, 23 and 30 

November 6 

Contact Stephanie Norman at 336-724-7735, 336-391-8736,  

or email her at bbtretired@yahoo.com  

if you would like to sign up for one of these Sundays.  



July Birthdays & Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

15 Barbara Mitchell 

16 Herb Linn 

16 Don Gault 

17 Jack Miller 

18 Edna Wooten 

18 Robin Hagar 

18 Julie Branch 

19 JoAnn Wooten 

19 Matt Bowen 

19 James Cahill 

23 Katie Wood 

25 Bob Moore III 

25 Bill Moon 

25 Rett Lyons 

28 Michael Boyles 

29 Lois Hart 

29 Noah Quarless 

29 Marilyn Lewis 

30 Julia Grace Collins 

30 Abi Wooten 

30 Scott Carter 

31 Aidan Croom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Bob & Barbara Hafer 

2 Kirby & Katie Robinson 

6 Kem & Jessica Sapp 

10 Pete & Linda Driver 

10 Steve & Carol Anthony 

12 Jack & D’Ann Hershel 

14 Bobby & Betty Faulkner 

16 Ed & Marian Greene 

20 Steve & Trish Anthony 

22 Rick & Betsy Bechtel 

25 Bill & Colleen Moon 

30 Chris & Lisa Venable 

30 Dan & Krista Lyons 

 

1 Tedy Rutledge 

2 Dan Craver 

2 Don Hart 

3 Joe Collins Jr. 

3 Peter Juran 

4 Terry Hedrick 

4 Susie Dickerson 

4 Reagan Stansberry 

6 Linda Driver 

6 Ruthie Robinson 

7 Daniel Smith 

7 Kathy Lacer 

8 Marty Carlisle 

8 A.Q. Cook 

8 Ellen Cochran 

9 Deon Strickland 

9 Katelyn Stowers 

10 Jill Gordon 

10 Mary Mickey 

10 Sarah Boyles 

10 Max Quarless 

10 Eunice Moses 

11 Rebekah Morris 

11 Aiden Foster 

12 Stacie Taylor 

15 Joy Loggins 

15 Kayla Foster 
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45am, 10:30am, & 11:00am  

Sunday School 9:55am 

 


