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Praise the Lord! The traveling pilgrims to Jerusalem sang the psalms of ascent as they approached the 

Holy City.  Among the songs was Psalm 121, which begins, 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 

from where will my help come? 

My help comes from the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth. 

Jerusalem sits tall on top of Mount Moriah.  Within the walled city, the Jerusalem Temple towered over 

the rest of the city.  Pilgrims could see the white stoned edifice from far off; especially at night as the 

Temple lamps illuminated the night sky. 

Last month, the Maple Springs Trustees contracted the cleaning of the church’s 

steeple atop of the Sanctuary building.  Now the white steeple gleams for the 

community around our campus.  As an architectural feature, a church steeple 

serves no other purpose than to point towards God.  “I lift my eyes to the 

heavens, from where does my help come from? . . . the LORD who made the 

Heavens and the Earth.”  I am thankful to our forefathers and foremothers who 

decided to place a tall steeple atop of our Sanctuary (built in 1959).  It serves as a 

beacon for all who need a reminder of the assistance our LORD offers to all. 

Once, the only man-made structures seen above the trees were church steeples.  They were the tallest 

human constructs in every city.  But then, Chicago,1885, ushered in the age of the skyscraper with the 10-

story Home Insurance Building.  Winston was not far 

behind.  The seven story Wachovia Bank & Trust Building 

of 1911 soon towered over the city.  

(continued on next page) 
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From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 

One wonders if our building technology has had a role in the decline of our 

culture’s awe of the Lord God Almighty.  People once lifted their eyes toward 

the Heavens at the tip of a tall church steeple.  Now, the buildings of 

commerce, insurance, and banking shadow our cities.  Their height dwarfs the 

once commanding church steeples.  To the eyes that once lifted to the 

Heavens, power now resides in the Almighty Dollar. 

However, the Lord God remains unchanged and His power remains 

unchallenged.  Human ingenuity, a gift itself from God, cannot replace the 

assistance and providence of God.  Remember the lesson of the Tower of 

Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)?  You and I fool ourselves if we take our eyes off of 

God in favor of the shiny idols of our culture.  Empires have come and gone, 

but the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting (Psalm 90:2). 

Remain true to the Lord God Almighty.  Seek first His kingdom and all things 

will be added unto you (Matthew 6:33). 

Faithfully yours, 

Pastor Dan 
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“Heads up!”  Worship Series Maple Springs Life 
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“Heads up!” worship series 

Summer 2022 

June 26 – August 28 

  

This summer in thousands of ballparks people will 

yell “Heads up!” to warn of impending danger.  Pop ups 

into the crowd threaten to rain down and bonk 

someone on the head.  Heads up!” is a call to be alert, 

to be on guard, and to watch for the coming danger. 

  

This summer we are yelling “Heads up!” at the impending danger to our lives.  Faithful Christians 

everywhere face threats, both internally and externally.  The callousness, pain and suffering, half-heartedness, 

and indifference threaten our compassion toward others.  Lies, enticing pleasures, and permissive teachings 

threaten to derail our lives from obtaining God’s best for us. 

  

You and I are not the first people to have our lives endangered.  In the late 1st century, the prophet on 

Patmos yelled “Heads up!” to people of the Seven Churches of Asia.  Revelation begins with Jesus sending 

letters to each of these churches.  Jesus warns each church of the threat they face and the impending 

consequence without a life correction.  Jesus prescribes a solution to reverse their looming doom, while 

showing them a vision of the rewards awaiting them. 

 

This summer through our “Heads up!” worship 

series, we will travel to the Seven Churches of Asia for 

revealing lessons on avoiding life’s dangers and receiving 

heaven’s rewards. 



WESLEY’S WORDS 

  “Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing    

  but God, and I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen; such    

  alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of God on earth.”  

 

  John Wesley, How to Pray, p. 47.  
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From Sylvia’s Desk Maple Springs Life 

This verse from Jeremiah is one of my favorite verses of scripture.  It was a word of encouragement given to 

the Israelite exiles in Babylon to remind them that they were not forgotten by God. 

 

It can be that same word of encouragement for our lives as well.  I have found it to be true in my life.  As a 

high school graduate unsure of what path to take, it was amazing how God opened the doors for my career 

in banking, and then ten years later to see God lead me down the road to ordained ministry.  Even in 

retirement, God’s plan still unfolds in my life.  It was a miracle of God’s grace that brought me to Maple 

Springs, and I look forward to all the plans for the future—as Jeremiah says, “a future with hope”. 

 

May and June are months for college and high school graduations.  I would encourage all of our graduates to 

trust God for your future knowing he wants only the best for you. 

 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 
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For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,  

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you  

a future with hope.   

(Jeremiah 29:11) 
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Paul in Philippians 2:14-16 advises:  “Do all things without complaining 

and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children 

of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 

generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast 

the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have 

not run in vain or labored in vain”.  

 

How essential is our walk and our lifestyle as Christ-followers!  Our 

talk must match our walk.  The unbelieving world looks to nail one 

inconsistency, one imperfection in our speech and behavior.  And 

when we lapse, we are to confess and admit it to those concerned.  I am fond of AA’s Step 10: "Continued 

to take personal inventory and when we were wrong, promptly admitted it."  (Notice promptly!)  

 

Peter Venable,  Evangelism Shepherd  

Healing Bereavement Group  

You and yours are welcome to attend a new Healing Bereavement Group 

that will begin on Sunday, June 5.  The group will meet the first Sunday of 

each month in Craven Hall from 3:00-4:00pm. This is for those Maple 

Springs members, attendees, and families who have experienced physical 

death of a loved one.  Contact Peter Venable at oelkers9@msn.com for 

more details or simply come.    

Meet the Group Facilitators… 

Joni Kimmel: “My family and I have been long time attendees and 

members of Maple Springs UMC.  Over the years I have participated in 

many church activities like Women's Bible Study, Steven Ministry, and the Women's Retreat.  Our Lord has 

blessed me with many opportunities to either have my hand held or to hold the hand of a Christian sister or 

brother in this Christian journey of faith we walk on.” 

Carolyn Morgan:  “I have been a widow for ten years and our Maple Springs Church has so much to offer 

not just to our members but our community.  When I see how much passing of a loved one has taken its toll 

on some of our members, I wanted to open my heart and some of my experiences and share those with our 

members.”  

Peter Venable:  “I am a retired clinician, having facilitated bereavement groups until my retirement.  I have 

a passion for healing grief and I feel this is a call from our Lord.” 

mailto:oelkers9@msn.com


Blessing of  the Animals Maple Springs Life 
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A “Blessing of the Animals” service was held on Sunday, May 15.  Thanks so much to everyone who helped 

make this service possible and to all those (including 7 dogs) who came out to participate! 

Kim Richmond, our UM 

Earthkeeper, spoke about the 

Creation Care Ministry. 

Julia Grace Collins managed the 

pet registration table. 
Peter Venable, our Evangelism 

Shepherd, led everyone in  

prayer. 

Five of our Maple Springs Kids presented the 

call to worship:  Emmy Setliff, Daniel 

Honeycutt, Nora Taylor, Salem Plaster, and 

Buddy Robinson 

Several of the younger worshipers decided  

to climb up into a nearby tree  

to get a better view. 



Blessing of  the Animals (cont.) Maple Springs Life 
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“Oreo Plemmons” 

with Greg, Sakura, and Aki  

“Woodrow Honeycutt” 

with Elizabeth and Daniel 

“Chap Robinson” 

with Katie, Buddy, and Ruthie 

“J J Cookbook Taylor”  

with Stacie, Wrenn, and Nora 

“Charlie Setliff”  

with Drew, Mary Taylor, Harrison, Emmy, 

Caroline, and Katie Lynn 

“Henry Snipes”  

with Jayson 

“Cookie Plemmons”  

with Bob and Mary Jo 

Pastor Dan gave a special blessing to each one of the pets and their families who attended the service. 



Our High School Graduates Maple Springs Life 
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Sarah Elizabeth Boyles is the daughter of Michael and Susan Boyles.  

She graduated from Forsyth Country Day School and is a member of 5 

National Honor Societies.  Sarah will attend Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute and State University (Virginia Tech).  Her intended major is 

Human Nutrition, Foods, and Exercise.  Sarah will also be part of the 

Meraki Living and Learning Community, which focuses on health and 

wellness.   
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Elizabeth “Liz” Olivia Maria SueEllen Lewis is the daughter of 

Jessica Lewis Sapp and the late Ronald Lewis.  She graduated from 

Walkertown High School, and was awarded the Executive Director’s 

Award for the Crosby Scholars Program.  Liz will attend Forsyth 

Technical Community College in the fall with plans to transfer to 

pursue a degree in Education. 

We want to invite all full time college students currently enrolled, or to be 

enrolled in Fall of 2022, to apply for the Maple Springs United Methodist 

Church Scholarship.  This scholarship is awarded to an active member of 

our congregation each year, and isn't limited to any field of study. 

 

To apply, send the following to Kevin Crockett at 

kevin.s.crockett@gmail.com by June 20: 

 

 A personal letter of application, describing your involvement at Maple Springs, as well as the  

  church’s influence on your future 

 Documentation of volunteer/community service hours 

 Documentation of enrollment in an institution of higher education 

 Three letters of recommendation, including one from a Maple Springs church member (who isn’t on 

staff or a family member) 

MSUMC Scholarship 

mailto:kevin.s.crockett@gmail.com


Our College Graduates Maple Springs Life 
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William Michael Boyles is the 

son of Michael and Susan Boyles.  

He graduated from North Carolina 

State University with two 

degrees— a B.S. in Computer 

Science and a B.S. in Mathematics 

with honors. William is looking 

forward to starting his job as a 

computer software engineer with 

Microsoft Corporation in 

August.  He will be working at the 

corporate headquarters in 

Redmond, WA. 

Andrew Timothy Wooten  

is the son of Tim and Tana 

Wooten.  He graduated from 

North Carolina State University 

with a B.S. in Biology.  Andrew 

plans to begin naval flight school 

in August.  He is also getting 

married to his college 

sweetheart on July 22.  

Jackson “Jack” Bailey Douglas is the 

son of Rick and Chris Douglas.  He 

graduated from the University of South 

Carolina with a double major in 

Management and Marketing.  He is 

looking for a job in Charleston, SC.  

Cullen Thomas Whitt is the son of 

David and Lydia Whitt.  He completed the 

University Participant Program at 

Western Carolina University.  Cullen is 

currently working at Pepsi Bottling 

Ventures and is developing his plans for 

permanent employment 

Rich Lyons is the son of Dan 

and Krista Lyons.  He is finishing 

his studies at Guilford College 

by participating in an internship 

in his field of study, Experience 

Design.  With great anticipation, 

Rich will be returning to Walt 

Disney World in August to 

participate in the Disney College 

Program, with hopes of pursuing 

a job as an Imagineer. 
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Advanced Degree Graduates 
Maple Springs Life 
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Emily Walker Hodgin is the 

daughter of Bruce and Ceil 

Hodgin.  She graduated as a 

Doctor of Dental Medicine from 

the East Carolina University 

School of Dental Medicine.  She 

will begin a year-long residency 

at the VA Medical Center in 

Fayetteville, NC in July. 

Jordan Ashley Ross is the 

daughter of Jim and Sonja Ross.  

She will graduate from Ball State 

University with a Masters in 

Student Affairs Administration in 

Higher Education (SAAHE) on July 

23.  Jordan plans to work for a 

university in Student Affairs.   

Lisa Huffman Davis is the daughter of Harvey and Gwen 

Huffman.  She graduated with her Master of Divinity in 

Methodist studies from Union Presbyterian Seminary.  Lisa 

is working at Novant Presbyterian Medical Center in 

Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care for the surrounding Charlotte 

metro area.  She will pursue ordination with the Western 

NC Conference of the United Methodist Church with 

backing of Maple Springs UMC.  She is pictured here with 

her husband, Kevin Davis, and their daughter, Annabelle.  

Emily Ruth Ruebel is the daughter  

of Andy Davis and Catherine Davis  

and the wife of Monte Ruebel.  She 

graduated from Appalachian State 

University with a Master of Arts in 

Educational Media: Instructional 

Technology K-12.  Emily plans to 

continue teaching kindergarten at 

Vienna Elementary School in  

Pfafftown, NC. 



On the Move Camp 

Keep our rising 4th through 6th 

graders in your prayers June 13-

June 15 as they participate in our 

On the Move Action and Service 

Camp.  Each day they’ll spend half 

of their day serving our 

community and the other portion 

participating in a fun activity.   
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Children’s Ministry 
Maple Springs Life 
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Summer Kick Off  

Block Party! 

Make plans to join us for our 

Summer Kick Off Block Party on 

Friday, June 10 from 5:30-8:00pm.  

Join us in the parking lot for 

inflatables, games, live music, food 

and prizes! Invite your neighbors 

and friends to join us as we 

celebrate the end of school and 

kick off summer! We look 

forward to welcoming our 

community onto our campus for 

this event.  

Father’s Day Celebration 

Bring your Dad and grab a donut 

in between services on Sunday, 

June 19 in the Craven Hall Lobby.  

A photo area will be set up for 

everyone to get a picture on this 

special day as we honor our 

fathers.  

 

 

Parent’s Night Out  

Calling all kids!  Let your parents go out for a date 

and come to church for Parents Night Out on 

Friday, June 24 from 5:30-8:00pm.  We will have 

dinner, have a sneak peak at this year’s VBS and, of 

course, have lots of fun.  Our Youth will be leading  

the children during this event.  Pre-registration is 

required.  Click HERE or use the QR code below to 

sign up.  Please sign up by Tuesday, June 21.   

Food Truck Party: On A Roll with God 

Join us for this year’s VBS!  We begin Sunday, July 

31 at 5:30pm in the parking lot with a Food Truck 

Party for our families.  Then, we will come inside to 

get a preview of the week ahead.  VBS will meet 

Monday through Wednesday from 6:00-8:00pm.  

We will begin and end each night in the sanctuary.  

Registration is now open!   

Who can you invite to join us?!   

Click HERE or use the QR code  

to sign up. 

https://forms.gle/qh7n1od4aJK4orrv8
https://maplespringsumc.mycokesburyvbs.com


  

  

Youth will be serving in the Food Pantry on  

Tuesday, June 28.  After that, they will go bowling  

together.  Let Carlyn know if you plan to attend or  

if you can help chaperone and/or drive. 

On Sundays, June 5 and 26, Youth Group 

will meet from 5:30-7:00pm at church. We'll 

have dinner, play a game, and have a lesson.  If you 

would like to provide or sponsor a Sunday 

evening youth group meal, use this link to sign up 

or email Carlyn at carlyn@maplesprings.org. 
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Youth Ministry 
Maple Springs Life 

Come out to a Dash baseball game with your 

church family on Wednesday, June 22!  The 

game starts at 7:00pm and tickets are $11. You can 

give your money to either Mary Taylor or Carlyn 

anytime before June 22. 

High School Mid-Week Check-Ins will be on 

June 1 and 29 at Burke Street Pizza on Robinhood 

Road.  

The Youth missions trip to Tekoa Foothills is 

June 12-18.  We have 7 youth and 3 adults who 

will be serving in the community in Casar, NC 

through home repair projects and worshipping 

together with the focus on God’s redemption! 
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The Wednesday Evening Women's Bible Study ladies enjoyed dinner together recently at the Sherwood 

Restaurant!  Pictured are: (seated) Ann Hall, Jane Lovette, JoAnn Helms, Donna Nelson, Pat Shouns, 

Jennifer Doby, (standing) Carolyn Tillotson, and Susie Gordon 

Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1In6OVGbI_qA1dgZgXXM_nhF8CQoNQWfpoKFzO_qlLlg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:carlyn@maplesprings.org
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As a church, WE CAN focus on love. As we love God, the Creator, we care for God’s creation. As we follow 

the Great Commandments, we love our neighbor, seeking justice especially for those humans and non-human animals 

and organisms that are harmed by the climate crisis.  

  

As a church, WE CAN learn and teach. Recognizing creation justice as a faith issue, we seek to understand the 

connections between science, the natural world, and our call to be good stewards. We can program in the church 

and via Zoom to learn from and discuss videos, books, curriculum, speakers with expertise, and experiences that give 

firsthand knowledge.  

  

As a church, WE CAN embrace zero-waste. By setting out recycling bins, we send an important message and 

help people recycle worship bulletins and paper from offices. By setting up a composting system, after meals together 

we can keep food waste from landfills and return the nutrients to the soil.  

  

As a church, WE CAN reduce greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change. Switching to 

teleconferencing for more meetings allows broader participation with less gasoline usage. Switching from printed 

paper to email, website, and other electronic messaging keeps members connected without cutting down trees. 

Switching to bamboo toilet paper that is not wrapped in plastic also saves trees, which naturally reduce carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere. 

  

As a church, WE CAN plant for the future. Pollinators are essential—and endangered. We can plant butterfly 

gardens, eliminate pesticides and fertilizers, and use native plants. When we also engage children and youth in sharing 

seeds and starts and in planting, we help the next generation love and care for nature. 

  

As a church, WE CAN make our building more energy efficient. Learning from a good look at both the 

building and the energy usage data, we can identify and fix energy leaks around windows and doors, change to LED 

lighting, explore the possibility of solar or geothermal energy alternatives, and pass along what has been learned to 

help congregation members make their homes more efficient too. 

  

As a church, WE CAN consume less meat. Helping members understand the connections of meat to climate 

change, including land use costs and greenhouse gases, makes more meatless dishes more likely at potlucks. Sharing 

meatless meal recipes and menus encourages cooking that is healthier for people and planet. 

  

As a church, WE CAN clean up. Within the building, we can look through closets and unused rooms to find and 

recycle or donate for reuse items that are no longer needed. Outside the building, we can organize clean-up for a 

nearby road or waterway and use the event to teach the community about creation care. 

  

As a church, WE CAN collaborate with others for the sake of creation justice. We can choose a partner 

(another congregation or a secular organization) that can magnify the efforts of the congregation through education, 

people power, funding, visibility, or outreach. When we identify a project and pitch in, together, we can make a 

bigger difference. 

  

As a church, WE CAN speak up. By incorporating creation justice in sermons and liturgy in addition to special 

times like Earth Day or the Season of Creation, worship leaders can raise awareness of God’s charge to humanity to 

tend the “garden” we have been given to steward. By facilitating advocacy efforts (letters, emails, phone calling), we 

can help people become prophets, speaking God’s word to those who have power to change systems that 

perpetuate harm and injustice.  



Memorial Gifts  Maple Springs Life 
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In memory of Elizabeth Cook 

by  

Johnny & Wanda Heffner 

Mary Mickey 

 

In memory of Bob & Lee Huffman 

for the Huruma Ministry 

by  

Richard & Lynda Jones 

Timothy & Teresa Swaim 

 

In memory of Bob Huffman 

by the neighbors of Wayne Huffman 

(Bob Huffman’s brother) 

In memory of Bob Huffman 

for the Huruma Ministry 

by  

Daniel & Karen Allen 

Dot Atkinson 

Melissa Beck 

Jerry Helton 

Susan Moll 

Erin Rydell 

 

In memory of Evelyn Ochs 

by Mary Mickey 

 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the families of 

The Reverend Theodore “Ted” Robert Ochs 

January 28, 1931 ~ April 27, 2022  

 

Martha Grey Walker 

November 15, 1922 ~ May 14, 2022 

Our Christian Sympathy 



June Birthdays & Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

20 James Wallace 

21 Kristen Burns 

21 Laura Burleson 

21 Ross Strickland 

22 Susan Foster 

22 Dana Patrick 

23 Craig Mock 

23 Alyx Crockett 

24 Katie Smith 

25 Dianne Wheaton 

27 Dennis Branch 

28 Ceil Hodgin 

30 Marshall Foster 

30 Salvatore Bruno 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Rick & Susan Busch 

1 Charlie & Dana Patrick 

4 Dan & Pat Craver 

6 Kevin & Kristen Burns 

6 Barry & Patricia Lewis 

15 Donald & Gladys Wilbur 

17 Andy & Kerri Rybak 

18 Don & Lois Hart 

19 Dennis & Julie Branch 

25 Matt & Sandy Bowen 

 

1 Kerri Rybak 

2 SueEllen Thomas 

2 Jack Perry 

3 Ryan Quarless 

4 Xander Porter 

5 Colin Cline 

5 Connor Crockett 

7 Beth Green 

8 Harrison Setliff 

8 Emmy Setliff 

8 Salem Plaster 

8 Leslie Speas 

9 Erin Moses 

9 Buddy Robinson 

10 Suzanne Bradford 

13 Charlotte Alwine 

13 Tim Loggins 

15 Will Kelly 

17 Stephanie Norman 

17 Steven Tucker 

18 Stella Wagoner 

18 Anna Easter 

19 Dot Atkinson 

20 Wes Bailey Sr. 

20 Clint Osborne 

20 Dawn Longman 
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45am, 10:30am, & 11:00am  

Sunday School 9:55am 

 


