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(continued on next page) 

Praise the Lord! Before Jesus went to the cross, rose from a borrowed tomb, and ascended to the right 

hand of God, He promised you and I would have the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. “I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another advocate [counselor, comforter, helper] to help you and be with you 

forever” (John 14:16). The Holy Spirit works within you and me to strengthen and grow our faith. 

 

I hope you have experienced the new smooth asphalt at the church. 

The Trustees recently contracted for the repaving of the parking lot. 

Some wondered why a very usable parking lot needed a facelift. 

However, on closer inspection, cracks were spreading across the 

parking lot, potholes were growing deeper, and the foundation was 

failing at places. Special thanks to Chris Venable for giving his expert 

evaluation to the Trustees.  

 

So, this was not a simple cover over. A huge machine ground up 

sections of the old asphalt below the blemishes. The areas with the 

deteriorating foundation were dug up and a new base was laid. The new 

parking lot is not just pretty and smooth, but also strong and durable. 

 

While walking to review the construction, the Lord showed me a Lenten lesson in the resurfacing of the 

church parking lot. All of us have rough places in our faith due to the wear and tear of life. Some of us have 

cracks in our faith lives where impurities have seeped through. Untreated cracks will grow wider, leading to 

a weakening faith. Most unfortunately, parts of our faith were built on an improper foundation – something 

other than the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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This Lenten season is an ideal time to address the cracks, potholes, and 

foundation issues of our faith. Do not be satisfied with a simple cover up when 

a more intentional refurbishment is needed. For this faith work, search the 

Scriptures for deeper understanding, intensify your personal prayer time to 

listen for the Lord’s direction, and congregate with the people of God in small 

groups to do life together and share the journey—the high and lows. 

 

Maple Springs echoes the call of Christ to grow in our faith. “You, therefore, will 

be perfect [growing into spiritual maturity both in mind and character, actively 

integrating godly values into your daily life], as your heavenly Father is 

perfect” (Matthew 5:48). As Methodist people, we pursue sanctification in our 

lives—the maturing of our faith—until we reflect the image of God to the 

world perfectly. Sometimes this work is hard and goes deeper than a simple 

cover over. Nonetheless, the rewards are heavenly. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Pastor Dan 

 

P. S. – If you see one of your Trustees, tell them thank you for the good work 

they are doing caring for the Lord’s building and campus at Maple Springs.  

Your Trustees are:  Frank Thomas, Chair;  Danny Mitchell, Vice-Chair;  

Robin Hager, Secretary; Gary Alwine; Mark Cline; Susan Collins; Chris Douglas 

From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 
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Lenten/Easter 2022 Sermon Series Maple Springs Life 
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Jesus' Last Week in Jerusalem worship series 

Life of Christ worship saga – part 3 

 

The Life of Christ worship saga examines the life of 

Christ—His experiences and interactions rather than His 

teachings and miracles—from age 12 when He was left 

behind at the Jerusalem Temple until He ascended into 

Heaven. 

  

Part 3:  Jesus’ Last Week in Jerusalem worship series 

  

After humbly riding into the holy city on a lowly donkey, Jesus raised a ruckus in the Temple and in the 

constitutions of the religious leaders. They plotted to rid themselves of the rabble-rouser. Jesus sought to 

reform our faith. Jesus looked beyond the outward appearance of our religiosity in order to evaluate the 

condition of our hearts. Tables and coins revealed peoples’ intentions. Jesus used the things of everyday 

life—tables, coins, ordinary bread, and wine—to point to a deeper, sincerer, and intentional faith. Some—

the chief priest and a thief on the cross—chose to reject Jesus and His call for a higher righteousness. The 

other thief recognized the truth in Jesus and requested mercy as he died for his sinfulness. This is the choice 

before us: Acknowledge Jesus as the Truth (John 14:6), while requesting His grace to live according to His 

calling OR reject this truth and seek loopholes in religion. 

  

Jesus knows the genuineness of our faith, yet continues to call you and me to a deeper, sincerer, and 

intentional faith. Jesus desires to share Paradise with each of us. We follow Jesus because He is the Way 

(John 14:6). Rejecting Jesus and taking shortcuts is not the way of the cross. You and I must take up the 

cross of Jesus Christ and be found faithful in His sight no matter how difficult and humbling. Through Christ 

and His broken body and shed blood, we receive the grace to complete the journey. 



April | Volume 2022, No. 4 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

From Sylvia’s Desk Maple Springs Life 

Following is a favorite prayer guide reading: 

 

       Do you have any wild hopes, 

        or tame ones for that matter? 

       The possibility of acorns becoming towering oaks, 

        or caterpillars blossoming into butterflies, 

        or that dawn will chase away midnight fears? 

       Wild hopes! 

       That all creation will learn the dance of joy, 

        and all humanity might taste the wine of peace, 

        and that our loving God will become transparent 

         through love.  

      “Recast the earth, O Lord, 

        and move our hearts with wild hopes.” 

 

 (From Resurrection to Pentecost by Robert F. Morneau) 

 

Wishing all a blessed Easter and may all your wild hopes be fulfilled through Christ, who lived and died and 

rose again, that we might have life and have it abundantly. 

 

Grace & peace, 

 

Pastor Sylvia 

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

 

The Tuesday morning Women’s Bible study group will begin a study of the 

book of Deuteronomy on April 26. Translated from Greek, Deuteronomy 

means "second law", as in Moses' retelling of God's law.  Join us as we 

investigate the renewal of God's covenant and Moses’ call to obedience. No 

books needed except your Bible!  

 

Form more information, contact SueEllen Thomas at 

sthomasrn@hotmail.com.  
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The Witness Corner - April 2022 Maple Springs Life 

WESLEY’S WORDS 

"I want the whole Christ for my Savior, the whole Bible for my book, 

the whole Church for my fellowship, and the whole world for my 

mission field."  
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This is the hinge upon which the door to heaven opens or closes.  We are Easter people!  Mark 16:6 

proclaims, “He has been raised; he is not here!”  We have the gift of everlasting life!  We have eternal hope 

in this dark age.  In Ron Hutchcraft’s A Life That Matters, “every battle for someone’s eternity is ultimately 

won on our knees.” (p. 104.)  Whose salvation are we praying for?  In a way, this is the easy part—

essential—but without risk.  The next step, tell that soul “Jesus loves you” and be prepared to share—

witness!—Christ our Lord. 

 

Peter Venable, Evangelism Shepherd  

Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study 

Our 6 week study, Final Words From the Cross by Adam Hamilton, has begun.  In 

life and in death, Jesus’ words were powerful and meaningful. Despite the serious 

effort and increased pain required for Jesus to speak as he hung on the cross, 

Jesus spoke seven “final words”—statements that have much to teach us about 

Jesus, his Father, and ourselves.  

We meet from 6:30-8:00pm in the Women’s Bible Study room.   

For more information, contact:   Ann Hall  336-692-4582 

        Lydia Whitt  336-978-6582 

        Sandy Bowen 336-813-4763   

“If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised;  

and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain,  

and your faith has been in vain.  

For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised.  

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your sins.”  

1 Corinthians 15:13-14; 16-17 
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During the season of Lent, our congregation has been challenged to bring a Bible to church on 

Sundays.  All participants have been given a bookmark and receive a stamp on it each Sunday 

they bring their Bible to worship.  (If you don't have your bookmark yet, you can pick one up 

at the welcome stations at both worship services on Sunday.) 

 

On Palm Sunday, April 10, and  Easter Sunday, April 17, a collection box will be available at 

the welcome stations at both worship services.  Be sure your name is written on each of your 

stamped sections and drop your bookmark in the box.  Ten entries will be selected by 

random drawing, and those participants will win a Chick-Fil-A gift card!  The more stamps you 

earn, the more chances you have to win! 
Write your name 

here   

in each section 

of your bookmark 

that is stamped.   

10 people will win  

a Chick-Fil-A  

gift card! 



  

  

Holy Week at Maple Springs Maple Springs Life 
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Join us for fun and fellowship as we make palm crosses for Palm Sunday 

on Friday, April 8, at 9:00am in the Cokesbury Room.  The workshop is 

open to anyone who would like to help.  We will be making palm crosses 

for our Contemporary and Traditional Palm Sunday worship services on 

Sunday, April 10.  Please bring a pair of scissors to the workshop. 

Please join us on Thursday, April 14, at 7:00pm in 

Craven Hall for our Maundy Thursday worship 

service.  This service will include music by our 

Praise Band and Holy Communion. 

Our Good Friday worship service will be held 

on Friday, April 15, at 7:00pm in the 

Sanctuary.  The Chancel Choir will present The 

Shadow of the Cross by Lloyd Larson. 

Please bring fresh flowers to 

decorate the cross on Easter 

Sunday, April 17.  Each person 

will have the opportunity to 

select a flower to adorn the 

cross with during our 

Contemporary worship service 

at 8:45am and our Traditional 

worship service at 11:00am on Easter Sunday. 

STATIONS  

OF THE CROSS 

PROCESSIONAL 

On Friday, April 15, at 10:00am, we will gather 

outdoors to journey through 14 stations of Jesus' 

Passion, from Gethsemane to the Tomb.  Each 

station will include scripture, personal reflection, 

prayer, and music. 



Circle of  Friends Maple Springs Life 
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In March, the Circle of Friends (with help from the Pat 

Rothrock Circle), revived an old UMW tradition and "blessed" 

the preschool teachers with goodies to show our appreciation 

for their loving guidance of the children in their care.    
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In February, the Circle of Friends made a knotted fleece blanket to welcome Gwen Huffman's new 

granddaughter, Annabelle Caroline Davis.  Annabelle and parents, Lisa and Kevin, are all doing well.  

Linda Driver, SueEllen Thomas, Trish Anthony, Elinor Starling,  

Marty Carlisle, and Gwen Huffman (the proud grandmother!) 

Miss Annabelle Caroline Davis 

Born on February 10, 2022 



Preschool Update Maple Springs Life 
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Spring is here with all its beauty.  God always reminds us through nature that He can 

make all things new.  We have a new school year beginning in September.  If you know 

of family or neighborhood friends with young children, please tell them about our 

preschool.  They may visit the Maple Springs website (maplesprings.org) and find 

information on how to register under the preschool tab.   

 

We often share with the parents of our students how Maple Springs ministers to children and families.  The 

mother of some children who have recently joined us said that she had always prayed for a preschool her 

children that cared about the children and their families.  She said that God had answered her prayers.  We 

say thank you again for allowing us to be the kind of preschool that cares for the whole family.  

Administrative Staff 

Ms. Melicent, Ms. Melissa,  

Ms. Brandi  

Nursery & Toddlers 

Ms. Nikki, Ms. Mimi,   

Ms. Eva, Ms. Jerica 

2 Year Olds 

Ms. Jen, Ms. Starr,  

Ms. Mia 

4 Year Olds 

Ms. Hayley, Ms. Tiffany, Ms. Kristen,  

Ms. Sarah 

3 Year Olds 

Ms. Karen & Ms. Katie 
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Children’s Ministry Maple Springs Life 
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Sunday, April 10 - Sunday School 

Children (kindergarten through 5th) will gather in the Children’s 

Assembly room on Sunday, April 10 for The Amazing Race: Holy 

Week Edition.  Kids will team up with other kids and an adult 

and learn about Holy Week.  

 

We will finish the morning with an Easter 

Egg Hunt.  Preschool kids will have normal 

Sunday school that day and join us for the 

Easter Egg Hunt.  

 

Sunday, April 17 - Children, Youth, and Families Easter Celebration 

Children, Youth, and their families will gather in the Picnic Shelter for an Easter 

Celebration at 10:00am.  We will release butterflies and share a light brunch 

together.  Please register your family (https://forms.gle/K9XpdPruBUW47th4A)  

so we can make sure to have enough food. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 24 & May 1 - DIRT 

DIRT will not meet on Sunday, April 10 or April 17 due to the WS/FC Schools 

Spring Break.  DIRT will resume on Sunday, April 24 and Sunday, May 1 from 4:00-

5:30pm.  The children will spend some of each afternoon learning a worship song 

in sign language to share in worship in May.  Kids, make sure to join us for these 

fun afternoons! 

https://forms.gle/K9XpdPruBUW47th4A
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Youth Ministry 
Maple Springs Life 
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IgniteUs Retreat is April 1-3.  We will meet at the 

church at 6:30pm on Friday, April 1 (eat dinner before you 

arrive), and return around 12:00 on Sunday, April 3.  

On April 15 (Good Friday), Youth will have a service 

opportunity.  We will lead an Easter Celebration for the kids 

in the Peacehaven Mobile Home community.  Youth are 

encouraged to come attend the “Stations of the Cross” service 

at Maple Springs together that morning at 10:00am.  After the 

service,  we will do some prep work, go to lunch together, then 

go to Peacehaven for the Easter Celebration event. We will be 

back at the church by 4:00pm for pick up.  Contact Carlyn Bell 

at carlyn@maplesprings.org to sign up your youth.  We will need 

chaperones/drivers. 

April 20th - We're “re-kicking off” our High School Midweek 

Check-In. We will meet at Burke Street Pizza (on Robinhood Rd.) from 

6:00 - 7:00pm for a Bible Study.  All High Schoolers are welcome and 

encouraged to bring friends! 

April Youth Group Schedule:  Youth will not meet the evenings of April 3rd (just getting back from 

retreat/Children's musical), April 10th (start of Spring Break), or April 17th (Easter). 

Youth will meet the evening of Sunday, April 24 from 5:30 - 7:00pm. We could use some help in 

providing meals for our Sunday evening Youth Group - if you’d be willing to provide a meal for our youth, 

please email Carlyn at carlyn@maplesprings.org, click on this link:  https://docs.google.com/document/

d/1In6OVGbI_qA1dgZgXXM_nhF8CQoNQWfpoKFzO_qlLlg/edit, or use the QR code to sign up. 

mailto:carlyn@maplesprings.org
mailto:carlyn@maplesprings.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1In6OVGbI_qA1dgZgXXM_nhF8CQoNQWfpoKFzO_qlLlg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1In6OVGbI_qA1dgZgXXM_nhF8CQoNQWfpoKFzO_qlLlg/edit
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2022 UMAR Arts Festival 

 

Join us for a fun-filled afternoon featuring unique treasures from UMAR Art 

Centers, live entertainment, kid games, refreshments, and more!  This event 

will be held at Maple Springs UMC on Saturday, April 9, from 1:00-4:00pm. 

 

Come shop the artist booths and help empower our residents and 

participants to LIVE, WORK, and THRIVE!  All purchases go directly to the 

UMAR artists and the programs that support them. 

 

Your generosity at this event will raise awareness and supply critical dollars 

to support our mission to promote community inclusion, independence, and 

growth for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities through residential, vocational, and cultural 

enrichment opportunities. 

 

General admission is FREE and all are welcome!   

Thank You to each of the volunteers who have stepped up to support the Food Pantry these last few 

months!  Over 35 different individuals have volunteered at least once this year.   

Thank You to each person who has donated food these last few months and especially to all who have 

donated over 800 condiments in March! 

Thank You to all who have made monetary donations to the pantry this year!   

Thank You to all the outside organizations who have held food drives to support our pantry! 

And Thank You to all those who have prayed for our pantry and for those who frequent our pantry!   

We are blessed to have a wonderful congregation who supports our Food Pantry and that allows us to be a 

blessing to those who visit and need some assistance.   

 

THANK YOU!  

 

Bill Blackburn,  

Food Pantry Manager 

 

 

 

To make a donation to UMAR,  

visit https://umarinfo.com/donate/. 

https://umarinfo.com/donate/
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Refuse fast fashion allure and consumerism pressures. Reduce the amount of clothing we buy. Reuse our 

garments for many years. Repair minor problems like a missing button or a loose hem. Recycle textiles 

responsibly. Remember the “lilies of the field” and Jesus’ assurance (Matthew 6:28-33). 

 

From our UM Social Principles: “We urge United Methodists to adopt sustainable habits and practices, 

including refraining from overconsumption; repurposing and recycling materials; avoiding products that 

pollute or otherwise harm the environment; and reducing the carbon footprints of individuals and families 

by reducing overall reliance on fossil fuels for heat, transportation, and other goods.” 

  

Go thrifty; save the earth! When we purchase from a thrift or second-hand store, our choice uses 

fewer resources, generates fewer emissions and less waste, gives other people work, extends the life of the 

clothing, and keeps textiles out of the landfill. Try Thred Up, an online source, or one of the 4,245 

Goodwill stores. Some churches also offer “nearly new” clothing at low or no cost.  

  

Read the clothing labels. Avoid fossil-fuel-based synthetics (polyester, nylon, acrylic, spandex, lycra). 
Choose items made of natural fibers (organic cotton, linen, wool, silk, hemp), recycled materials and fibers 

(including polyester), or sustainable plant-based Tencel. 

  

Have eco-friendly fun with friends. Host a party for passing along the clothes children outgrow so 

quickly or for exchanging outfits with friends of the same size. Set a stitch-it-up time for learning the skills 

of mending, getting the repairs done, and talking about caring for the earth and one another. 

  

When we need to buy clothing, shop for the company, not just the product. Support businesses that 

practice sustainability and fair worker treatment in their products and production. Here’s a list 

of 35 Ethical and Sustainable Clothing Brands. 

  

Make our clothes last longer. Wash them in cold water, which is less damaging than hot. Wash a full 

load, which reduces the agitation’s wear-and-tear on the items. Add a few pinches of salt rather than color-

“safe” chemical bleaches, which are hard on the materials. Choose other natural remedies for getting stains 

out. 

  

Avoid landfills. Charities, thrift stores, “upcyclers,” and selected manufacturing all benefit from our 

donations through Retold, a mail-in service for recycling not just clothing but also household textiles, such 

as blankets, towels, and so on—even wedding dresses. Retold takes items in poor condition as well as 

those worthy of resale. By carefully sorting through donations, the company has already diverted 18 million 

tons from landfills. 

  

Look at what we are wearing. Whose hands cut the fabric? Whose labor stitched the pieces? Were they 

safe in their working conditions? Were they paid a living wage? Pray and advocate for garment workers. 

When we dress, say a blessing for those who provide for us. 

  

Nurdles (microplastics) leached from the wastewater of washing machines when cleaning clothing made of 

synthetic (petroleum-based) fibers end up in the water systems of the world. Untold numbers of fish and 

other marine life eat them, fill their stomachs, and starve to death. Untold numbers of people eating fish 

are ingesting plastic. Switch to clothes made of organic fibers or use a GuppyFriend Washing Bag to stop 
microwaste. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=2085cc0787&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=13aef1ef9e&e=23c7d94b51C:/Users/Catherine/Documents/2014%20Bulletins
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=fc5c821ad1&e=23c7d94b51C:/Users/Catherine/Documents/2014%20Bulletins
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=a811ccb601&e=23c7d94b51C:/Users/Catherine/Documents/2014%20Bulletins
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=a811ccb601&e=23c7d94b51C:/Users/Catherine/Documents/2014%20Bulletins
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=1066f40e26&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=14f9f5bda0&e=23c7d94b51
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In honor of Susan Carter-Hope 

for the Food Pantry 

by Nancy Murray 

 

In memory of Catherine Collins  

by 

Margaret Casey 

Marc & Carol Davison 

 

In memory of Catherine Collins 

for Missions  

by Wally Maultsby 

 

In memory of Erika Humber 

by Heide Stadler 

 

In memory of Don Keller 

by Margaret Casey 

 

In memory of Kathy Martz 

by Dot Atkinson 

 

In memory of Evelyn Ochs 

by Dot Atkinson 

In memory of Evelyn Ochs 

for the Food Pantry 

by Nancy Murray 

 

In memory of Evelyn Ochs 

for the UMAR Sunday School Class 

by Margaret Casey 

 

In memory of Evelyn Ochs 

for Missions 

by Wally Maultsby 

 

In memory of Lorene Shelor 

by Margaret Casey 

 

In memory of Anna Stadler 

by Heide Stadler 

 

In memory of Vivian Steinbaugh 

by Mrs. Hoyt Beard 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the family of 

Mary Elizabeth Baird Cook 

January 3, 1933 ~ March 29, 2022  



April Birthdays & Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

16 Teresa Hicks 

16 Todd Grace 

17 Susie Gordon 

17 Joem Henning 

17 Rick Douglas 

18 Seth Parker 

18 Cooper Dalton 

18 Dana Bearror 

19 Matthew Smith 

19 Lucia Foley 

20 Keely Speas 

22 Nora Taylor 

24 Marsha Johnsrude 

25 Taffy Rider 

25 Colleen Moon 

25 Roger Mayhew 

26 Brandon Croom 

27 Tana Wooten 

27 Joe Winfrey 

27 Will Crowley 

28 D’Ann Hershel 

28 Leslie Easter 

29 Melissa Smith 

29 Graham Foley 

29 Mark Bee 

30 Andy Davis 

30 Jeri Bates 

30 Tony Tuttle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 John & Jan Koerner 

11 David & Cindy Hall 

14 John & Ginny Mikkola 

14 Don & Elizabeth Gault 

18 Ivil & Charlene Porter 

26 Gary & Charlotte Alwine 

28 Mark & Jane Cline 

30 Bruce & Ceil Hodgin 

3 John Palmer 

4 Sam Robertson 

4 Lillie Sprinkle 

5 Kaitlin Waddell 

5 Tom Mauldin II 

5 Charlie Thomas IV 

5 Vicky Deng 

5 Wallace Honeycutt 

5 Kelly Green 

8 Garrett Hedrick 

8 Jennifer Marion 

11 Kimberly Spencer 

11 Colleen Smith 

12 Kay Abbott 

12 Carrie Richmond 

13 Doug Kimmel 

13 Bet Wilson 

14 Marilyn Miller 

14 Kelly Cunningham 

15 Susann Mayhew 

15 Brion Daly 

15 Dot Tuttle 

15 Logan Swaim 

16 Emily Waddell 

16 Sandy Bowen 

 

Did we miss your birthday  

or anniversary?  

Please call Catherine in the  

church office at  

336-722-7563  

or email her at  

catherine@maplesprings.org  

and let her know. 
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Phone: 336-722-7563 

Email: info@maplesprings.org 

web: maplesprings.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45am, 10:30am, & 11:00am  

Sunday School 9:55am 

 


