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Praise the Lord! The Lord created you and me with ears to hear, eyes to see, and 

minds to comprehend all the wonders of God’s creation. In just a few weeks, the buds 

of the dogwood trees will burst forth with white flowers that some have used to tell the 

story of Jesus’ crucifixion. The smell of spring will waver through the air, reminding us of 

the renewal of creation after a dormant winter, leading us to smile, or sneeze, and 

sometimes both! The recent unseasonable warm weather triggered the birds to serenade us. The sights, 

sounds, and the smells of creation elicit praise to our Creator. The Lord gave us our five senses to 

experience these wonders causing us to worship God. 

 

In worship, we use all five of our senses. We hear the song of praise, the Scripture 

read, the prayers lifted up, and the voices of our neighbors. We see the iconic cross, 

the stained glass scenes, the flames of the candles, and the smiles of our neighbors. 

We taste the bread and juice of the vine of the Lord’s Supper as well as smell it as we 

lift the elements to our lips. We feel the texture of the bread, the baptismal waters, 

and the embrace of our neighbors. The Lord blessed us with our senses, which lead 

to thanksgiving. 

 

Jesus was big on object lessons people could see. He masterfully told parables that painted a picture for his 

hearers. However, in the telling of some of His parables, Jesus probably stood next to a field of grain. There 

was the time He pointed to the barren fig tree. He placed a child on His knee to discuss faith. Jesus learned 

this from His Father. The Old Testament is full of object lessons—a stick, a flaming pot, a plumb line. 

 

Jesus said,  

  “Blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly  

  I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not  

  see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” (Matthew 13:16-17) 
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The truth is we have to open our eyes, minds, ears, and hearts to see, hear, 

and understand the message the Lord has for us. Sadly, sometimes some 

people miss the lesson because people are majoring in minors, as the Pharisees 

did when they nit-picked the minor interpretations of the Law. 

I highly appreciate Christian art. My admiration and interest began one 

semester in college, when I traveled to New York City to study the religious 

sculptures and paintings filling the Metropolitan Museum of Art. The art tells 

the Gospel story—for one picture is worth a thousand words. The art brings 

forth new insights. 

I am grateful Maple Springs has three different sets of 

stained glass windows throughout our facilities. There are 

also prints of famous paintings hung there too. Likewise, I 

am thankful for the talented artists among us who share 

the beauty of God’s creation through their eyes and talent. 

Recently, I came across one of our members arriving early 

in the sanctuary to reflect on a different glass window each week. These are 

the words of the Bible in picture and symbol.  

Besides aesthetics, this was the purpose of stained glass windows in the church. 

Beginning in the 7th century and growing with more complexity through the 

years, stained glass windows told the Bible stories to those unable to afford a 

Bible of their own as well as for those without the reading skills to understand. 

Nevertheless, colorful images and symbols make the Bible come to life – a 

thousand words at a time!  

One of the great pioneers of modern worship, Mike Slaughter of Ginghamsburg 

Church, told me once with a crowd of three hundred other pastors, “The 

video screen is the stained glass window of today. The image we put up there 

assists the preacher to tell the Good News. An added bonus is the video 

screen is not static, we can keep changing the picture to make deeper impacts.” 

That was 1998 or 1999. I have been using the video screen ever since to 

extend the reach of my messages. 

I hope you not only enjoy the images projected on the screens, but I also hope 

they lead you to great understanding and amazement of the wonders of God. 

May they lead you to praise our Lord with thanksgiving. 

Faithfully yours, 

Pastor Dan 

From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 
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Lenten 2022 Sermon Series Maple Springs Life 
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Jesus' Last Week in Jerusalem worship series 

Life of Christ worship saga – part 3 

 

The Life of Christ worship saga examines the life of 

Christ—His experiences and interactions rather than His 

teachings and miracles—from age 12 when He was left 

behind at the Jerusalem Temple until He ascended into 

Heaven. 

  

Part 3:  Jesus’ Last Week in Jerusalem worship series 

  

After humbly riding into the holy city on a lowly donkey, Jesus raised a ruckus in the Temple and in the 

constitutions of the religious leaders. They plotted to rid themselves of the rabble-rouser. Jesus sought to 

reform our faith. Jesus looked beyond the outward appearance of our religiosity in order to evaluate the 

condition of our hearts. Tables and coins revealed peoples’ intentions. Jesus used the things of everyday 

life—tables, coins, ordinary bread, and wine—to point to a deeper, sincerer, and intentional faith. Some—

the chief priest and a thief on the cross—chose to reject Jesus and His call for a higher righteousness. The 

other thief recognized the truth in Jesus and requested mercy as he died for his sinfulness. This is the choice 

before us: Acknowledge Jesus as the Truth (John 14:6), while requesting His grace to live according to His 

calling OR reject this truth and seek loopholes in religion. 

  

Jesus knows the genuineness of our faith, yet continues to call you and me to a deeper, sincerer, and 

intentional faith. Jesus desires to share Paradise with each of us. We follow Jesus because He is the Way 

(John 14:6). Rejecting Jesus and taking shortcuts is not the way of the cross. You and I must take up the 

cross of Jesus Christ and be found faithful in His sight no matter how difficult and humbling. Through Christ 

and His broken body and shed blood, we receive the grace to complete the journey. 
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From Sylvia’s Desk Maple Springs Life 

As we enter into the Christian season of Lent, I am reminded of the legend of the Phoenix rising from the 

ashes.  According to Egyptian mythology, the Phoenix was a bird that lived in the desert for 500 years and 

then consumed itself by fire, later to rise from its ashes. 

 

We begin Lent on Ash Wednesday, typically, with the mark of ashes on our forehead as a sign of repentance 

and in recognition of our own mortality. 

 

Lent ends on Easter Sunday with the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection from the dead.  This 

cornerstone of our faith allows us to rise from the ashes of our sinfulness to new life in Christ  

or as the prophet Isaiah puts it, “…..to give to them beauty for ashes…”  

(Is. 61:3 KJV). 

 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 

Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study 

The Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets on Tuesdays at 9:30am in the Women’s Bible Study 

Room.  Our new study is Finding I Am by Lysa TerKeurst.  In this 6-session study, TerKeurst explores the 

seven “I Am” statements of Jesus found in the Gospel of John.  Participants will find fulfillment from knowing 

who Jesus is, train our hearts to embrace the life-giving freedom God wants for us, and gain a better 

understanding of how Jesus’ words from 2,000 years ago are applicable to the answers we are searching for 

today. 

 

For more information, contact SueEllen Thomas at sthomasrn@hotmail.com. 
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The Witness Corner - March 2022 Maple Springs Life 

WESLEY’S WORDS 

"“One of the most obvious implications of this [Universal Obedience] is being 

zealous in all good works.  There is always a hungering and thirsting to do good in 

every possible way to all men. There is no seeking of any reward in this world for 

this service and obedience.”  

 

    The Holy Spirit and Power, John Wesley, p.87.        
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Our MS Evangelism team met and brainstormed about evangelism-witnessing-

testifying.  Our “relationship” is a key factor, followed by “sharing our faith, being a 

light in this dark world, kindness.”  Under discipleship, “Bible devotions, church 

dedication, ministry-mission, listening, and walking with God” were listed.  How well 

Wesley described this under his Works of Piety and Works of Mercy! We agreed with 

the AA-NA slogan, “If you talk the talk, you better walk the walk.”  In any 

courtroom, if a witness is called to testify, “jurors are allowed to consider the 

character and trustworthiness of witnesses . . . when evaluating their statements.”  

Are we a credible and reliable witness that we are practicing Christians?  Or, are we 

Christians the silent majority when it comes to our verbal witness accompanying doing good works?  A 

simple “Jesus loves you” is a door opener.  Person of Interest, J. Warner Wallace, p. 9. (Fascinating paperback 

at Barnes & Noble)  

 

Peter Venable 

Evangelism 

Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study 

Our new 6 week study, Final Words From the Cross by Adam Hamilton, will begin 

on March 9.  In life and in death, Jesus’ words were powerful and meaningful. 

Despite the serious effort and increased pain required for Jesus to speak as he 

hung on the cross, Jesus spoke seven “final words”—statements that have much 

to teach us about Jesus, his Father, and ourselves.  

We will meet from 6:30-8:00pm in the Women’s Bible Study room.   

For more information, contact:   Ann Hall  336-692-4582 

        Lydia Whitt  336-978-6582 

        Sandy Bowen 336-813-4763   



Food Pantry Maple Springs Life 
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Lunch with Pastor Davies  

 

Join us for a homemade soup lunch on Ash 

Wednesday, March 2, at 11:30am in Craven 

Hall.  Pastor Davies will be there.  Please call the 

church at 336-722-7563 to make your reservation, 

sign up using this link:  https://forms.gle/

aR6E3jogg7UxYghU7 or use the QR code below. 

Counting Down to 40 Condiments in 40 Days 

Greetings from the Food Pantry!  By the time you read this, we will be in the season of Lent.  We’re hoping 

you are beginning your collection of 40 condiments in these 40 days to help the Food Pantry.  We’ve got 

great amounts of canned goods in our pantry, but we are always in need of condiments (ketchup, mustard, 

mayonnaise, salad dressings, BBQ sauce, etc.).  Feel free to bring your items each week and place them in the 

Food Pantry bin in the Craven lobby or in the Food Pantry cart next to the handicapped lift near the 

sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’ve not been to the Food Pantry in some time, please come give us a visit.  We can give you a tour, you 

can see the kinds of food we share with others, and we would love to have you join us as a 

volunteer.  We’ve got a great team of volunteers who love to serve God and our customers, but also who 

just enjoy the community of visiting with their fellow church members.  Finally, thanks again to all those who 

contribute funds, physical donations, and share their prayers with us.  We appreciate the love! 

Salad 

Dressing 

Ash Wednesday Service 

 

Our Ash Wednesday worship service will be held 

on March 2 at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary.  Pastor 

Davies will be worshiping with us that evening. 

Please join us as we prepare our hearts and minds 

for the Lenten season. 

Ash Wednesday Events 
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2022 Easter Lily Order Form 

 

 

If you would like to place an Easter Lily in the Sanctuary or Craven Hall for 

Easter Sunday, fill out this form and place it in the basket on the Offering table,  

drop it off in the church office, or mail it to the church.   

 

Orders MUST be placed by Sunday, March 13. 

 

The price is $17.00 each.  Payment must accompany your order. 

 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone Number:_________________________________________________ 

 

  Location?  Craven Hall________      Sanctuary________ 

 

  How many?        ________        

 

In Memory of: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

(Please use the back of this form, if needed.) 



Welcome Carlyn Bell Maple Springs Life 
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We’re very excited to welcome our new Minister to Youth, Carlyn 

Bell, to Maple Springs this month.  Carlyn joins our staff after serving 

the last two years as Coordinator of Children and Youth Ministries at 

Fairfield UMC in High Point.  Prior to that, she worked for several 

years in multiple roles with TEAMeffort Missions in Jacksonville, 

Florida. 

 

All youth are especially encouraged to come to Youth on March 6th, 

where Mary Taylor will lead them in a time of prayer and decorating 

Carlyn’s office to give her a warm welcome for her first day on March 

7th.  And youth and their families should definitely plan to join in on 

the fun at Youth on March 13th when we’ll have a night of 

celebration, fellowship and friendly competition. 

 

Be sure to send in your notes of welcome to the church office now so 

we can let Carlyn know how much we appreciate her making the 

move to Maple Springs.  And let’s all give her a warm welcome when 

she arrives. 

 

Some fun fast facts about Carlyn: 

 A native of Florida, she attended Florida Southern College 

 

 Has a dog named Luna, who she says is the light of her life 

 

 Loves to hike and is still in awe of the mountains (after growing up in flat old Florida) 

 

 Has applied to be on Survivor a few times and is still hopeful she will be picked to be on the show 

one day 

 

Carlyn is planning big things for our youth program and we couldn't be happier to have her.  If you’d like to 

help welcome Carlyn or assist her in building a strong, vibrant youth ministry at Maple Springs, please reach 

out to Kevin Crockett at kevin.s.crockett@gmail.com. 

mailto:kevin.s.crockett@gmail.com
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Maple Springers 
Maple Springs Life 

The next Maple Springers Luncheon will be held on Thursday, March 31, at 11:45am in 

Craven Hall.  (Please note that this is the 5th Thursday instead of the 4th Thursday.)  

The luncheon will be catered by Mrs. Pumpkins, and will include chicken breast with 

rice, roasted vegetables, ranch style potatoes, and a chocolate tart for dessert.  Sandy 

Bowen will present the program “A Balanced Approach to Aging”.  Please call the 

church at 336-722-7563 by noon on Monday, March 27, to make your reservation. 
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Sandy Bowen 

Children’s Ministry 

Our children are busy preparing for The Tale of 3 Trees 

musical.  We continue to meet each Sunday from 4:00-

5:30pm.  Preschool and elementary age kids meet in 

groups.  

 

Make sure to join us for the musical on Sunday, April 3 

at 5:30pm.   

 

DIRT Dates: 

 

March 6 

March 13 

March 20 

March 27 
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2022 UMAR Arts Festival Maple Springs Life 

Page 11 

Join us for a fun-filled afternoon featuring unique treasures from 

UMAR Art Centers, live entertainment, kid games, refreshments, 

and more!  This event will be held at Maple Springs UMC on 

Saturday, April 9, from 1:00-4:00pm. 

 

Come shop the artist booths and help empower our residents and 

participants to LIVE, WORK, and THRIVE!  All purchases go 

directly to the UMAR artists and the programs that support them. 

 

Your generosity at this event will raise awareness and supply 

critical dollars to support our mission to promote community 

inclusion, independence, and growth for adults with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities through residential, vocational, and 

cultural enrichment opportunities. 

 

General admission is FREE and all are welcome!   

 

To make a donation to UMAR, visit https://umarinfo.com/donate/. 

Preschool Update 

We create bulletin boards throughout the year, but this is one of our favorites.  It is titled “Jesus Loves the 

Little Children of the World”  All of our 4 year olds enjoy using construction paper, markers, crayons, and 

yarn to design a child that looks like them.  As we look at the board each day, we rejoice over the truth that 

Jesus loves ALL the children of the world, including our children at Maple Springs Preschool.  Thank you for 

being a part of Jesus sharing 

His love for the children.  

https://umarinfo.com/donate/
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Hello Maple Springs!  The Communications Committee 

has been working to improve our social media and 

internet presence.  We want to show up at the top of 

the search list when people are looking for a church 

family.   We have also been focused on our website to 

ensure it is user friendly and tells the story of Maple 

Springs and shares all the wonderful things that are 

happening every day.   

 

To help us with this work, we have engaged Scott Dickson from Dickson Interactive.  Scott is helping us 

ensure we have a consistent and engaging look and feel for our social media outlets and our website.  He is 

also helping us decide how to spend some advertising dollars on Facebook and other platforms to promote 

special events. Scott is also using analytic tools to see if our efforts are being effective.  For example – we had 

4388 visitors to our website in January vs. 3507 in December.  An increase of 25%! 

 

How can you help?  Engage with our social media presence!  On Facebook, follow our Maple Springs United 

Methodist Church page and interact with posts.  You can “Like” a post and  your friends will see it.  You can 

also “Share” a post with your friends.  Add a comment to indicate if you will be attending an event and invite 

others.  You can also follow us on our newly refreshed Instagram account and Like and Comment on those 

posts.  The more engagement  we have - the more often they will show up! 

 

If you are a committee chair and planning an event, please make sure to follow our normal processes to get 

information to Catherine Davis.  She is great to ensure all events are posted in the right places.  If you would 

like to “boost” your event with some advertising dollars, please reach out to me for help!  Another need is 

for photos and videos of your events.  Please ensure someone is capturing some meaningful images at the 

event  so we can have more content to share on social media and our website.  If you have photos, you can 

email them to me at ceil@maplesprings.org.  

 

Please let me know if you have questions or feedback or ideas! 

 

Ceil Hodgin 

Communications Committee                                                            

(336)413-0492 

 

Get 

Help 

Us the Word Out! 

mailto:ceil@maplesprings.org
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Wildfires, tornadoes, straight-line winds, poor timber and land management practices, development—all 

wipe out trees, which left standing would be working continuously to take in carbon dioxide and give back 

oxygen. Reputable organizations are replanting trees around the world wherever needed. Find out more 

about reforestation and protecting old-growth forests. Support those who are working constantly to 

help trees help our earth and all of us. 

  

Feeling overwhelmed? Jesus reminded us that all we need is 2 or 3 gathered in his name. Find a partner 

who also cares about the environmental issues we face. Look in your church. Use networking skills. 

Browse for an organization. Invite others. Choose something to do. Action leads to hope—and change. 

  

Shop for the story. Websites make it easy to know the values and practices of a company, as well as 

their products. When you purchase from a business that is carbon-neutral or zero-waste, from one that 

focuses on sustainability and fair trade in their supply chain, from one that gives back to non-profit 

organizations that help heal the earth, you are making a difference.  

  
Recycle old crayons. Broken, wrapped, or barely used—ship them to Crazy Crayons to remold. The 

National Crayon Recycling Program has already kept 120,000 pounds from landfills. Better yet, do a 

crayon drive to collect even more. This project is easy to do with children and helps them understand 

the importance of creation care. 

  

Compare the cost to creation: eating chicken (7 kg of CO2) versus eating beef (27 kg). Every time 

you choose poultry over beef, you lighten the emissions load on the atmosphere. You help everyone.  

  

Be specific when you contact your lawmakers. They are more likely to respond positively to an ask 

that is within their scope of authority rather than to a broad demand. If possible, tell your story that 

prompts your concern. Connect your request to your faith values—and say so.  

  

When you water your pets, water your plants. Rather than dump the old water from the pet bowl 

down the drain, put it to use. Your houseplants, garden plants, even your trees, as well as the earth will 

appreciate your kindness. 

  

Check with your vet, humane shelter, or pharmacy. Many are happy to reuse clean prescription 

bottles, which are not accepted for recycling in most places. If you need to remove the labels, use  

Goo Gone to get rid of the stickiness.  

  

Save dryer time and energy. Save money. Cut down on static and wrinkles. Cut out toxins from chemical 

dryer sheets and fabric softeners. What’s not to like! Use wool dryer balls instead. Here’s a rundown on 

the 10 best. 

  

Between TV and the internet most Americans are subjected to hundreds of advertisements a day! Before 

you buy, ask yourself if the item is a need or a want. Then ask what you would use if you didn’t have it. 

Think about where you would store it and how you would dispose of it. In order of effectiveness, Refuse 

comes before Recycle and definitely before Trash.  

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=25b20f6ab6&e=f016460bbf
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=4c4b04eda9&e=f016460bbf
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=4e393a3825&e=f016460bbf
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=2b6f3e21b3&e=f016460bbf
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In memory of Catherine Collins  

by 

Bob & Betty Davidson 

Jane Edwards 

Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

In memory of Catherine Collins 

for the Food Pantry  

by 

Jane Cline 

AQ & Elizabeth Cook 

Dan & Pat Craver 

 

In memory of Frederick Hinerman Jr. 

by  

Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

In memory of Calvin Hodgin 

by  

Larry & Susie Gordon 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the families of 

Evelyn Loven Ochs 

May 16, 1932 ~ January 14, 2022 

Annie Catherine Ammons Collins 

December 6, 1932 ~ January 31, 2022 

 

In memory of Don Keller 

for the Food Pantry 

by  

Stephanie Norman 

 

In memory of Kathy Martz 

by  

Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

In memory of Margaret McBride 

by  

Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

In memory of Bob Northcutt 

by  

Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

In memory of Evelyn Ochs 

by  

Larry & Susie Gordon 



March Birthdays & Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

13 Bryan Triebert 

13 Sarah Jackson 

14 Angela Daly 

14 Kelsey Jackson 

15 Jenny Blackburn 

15 Paul Guy 

17 Trish Anthony 

18 Betty Holley 

18 Chris Venable 

20 Larry Gordon 

21 Harriet Clark 

21 Meredith Mock 

22 Lee Cartwright 

22 Lauren Rybak 

22 Jasper Noble 

22 Hunter DosReis 

22 Cindy Hall 

23 Steve Craver 

24 Hannah Campbell 

24 Shawn Patrick 

24 Barbara Mabe 

24 Claire Wagoner 

24 Corey Tanner 

25 Laura Campbell 

25 Kathy Sigmon 

26 Tamara O’Brien 

27 Cheryl Oliver 

27 Casie Venable 

27 Chris Smith 

27 Joey Robertson 

28 Larsen Osborne 

28 Chris Fox 

29 Jessica Lewis Sapp 

30 Georgia Wallace 

30 Marjorie Waser 

31 Daniel Honeycutt 

9 Todd & Angie Grace 

24 Rick & Chris Douglas 

24 Monte & Emily Ruebel 

25 Mark & Sherry Close 

 

1 Grant Spencer 

1 Mark Close 

2 Carol Ashley 

3 Cullen Whitt 

3 Jenny Venable 

3 Richard Seig 

4 Ed Campbell 

4 Beverly Lyons 

4 Carolyn Tillotson 

4 Rosalyn Tart 

5 Ellen Young 

7 Bob Henning Jr. 

8 Ann Hall 

8 Don Wheaton 

9 Robin Hedrick 

9 David Whitt 

9 Dick Hedrick 

9 Pat Hughes 

10 Katherine Blaylock 

10 Jessica Branch 

11 Jordanne Fletcher 

11 Chris Pfaff 

12 Aleta Schroeder 

13 Chris Sapp 

13 Jack Douglas 

 

Did we miss your birthday  

or anniversary?  

Please call Catherine in the  

church office at  

336-722-7563  

or email her at  

catherine@maplesprings.org  

and let her know. 
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