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From the Mouth of Lyons 

July 2021 

 

Praise the Lord! In our faith journey, the Lord blesses us with brothers and sisters to accompany one 

another along the way.  As true for every disciple, it is true of every church of Jesus Christ.  We are 

connected by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.  We are united by one mission to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

Some churches a more closely aligned than other by the nuances of their theology and ecclesiology.  This is 

the stuff separating denominations from one another—Methodist, Baptist, Catholic, Moravians, 

Presbyterians, Lutherans, and the other 200+ denominations in the United States alone (45,000+ 

worldwide), according to the Center for the Study of Global Christianity at Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary.  The World Methodist Council contains 80 member denominations from the Wesleyan-Methodist 

tradition.  

 

The people called Methodist use the term “connectionalism” to 

describe our association with other Methodist churches, particularly 

of the same denomination.  We govern ourselves by meeting in 

“conferences”—locally, regionally, and internationally.  

 

Our Western North Carolina (WNCC) annual conference met 

virtually over two weekends in June.  The agenda was slim coming 

out COVID gathering restrictions (the conference offices in 

Huntersville, NC, have only recently opened back up and there are 

still some churches who are not yet meeting in-person).  The business 

was debateless and the voting items were those necessary to move the connectional activities forward for 

another year, including the passage of a $17 million budget, representing a 6.68% increase.  Our share will be 

apportioned out to us later this year.  

From the Mouth of Lyons…….……….….1-2 

Summer Worship Series…………………....3 

From Sylvia’s Desk…………………...…..….4 

Golden Bells……………………………...….4 

The Witness Corner…………………….…..5 

Preschool Ministry……....……………….…..5 

Missions & Outreach……………………...….6 

Food Pantry……………………………….…7 

Creation Care…………………………….…8 

VBS 2021…………………………………….9 

Children’s Ministry…………………..….10-11 

Youth Ministry……………………….…12-13 

Our Church Family……………………...…14 

Birthdays & Anniversaries……….…….…....15     

(continued on next page) 

 



CHURCH STAFF 

 

Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Dan Lyons 

dan@maplesprings.org | x403 

 

Minister of Congregational Care:  

Rev. Sylvia Wilhelm 

sylvia@maplesprings.org | x404 

 

Chinese Pastor: 

Rev. Vicky Deng 

vicky@maplesprings.org | x413 

 

Office Manager:  

Catherine Davis 

catherine@maplesprings.org | x402 

 

Children and Families: 

Mary Taylor Setliff   

maryt@maplesprings.org | x405 

 

Youth and Food Pantry: 

Scott Andree-Bowen  

scott@maplesprings.org | x434 

 

Connecting Ministries:  

Erin Moses 

erin@maplesprings.org | x408 

 

Traditional Music Director: 

Jayson Snipes 

jayson@maplesprings.org | x410 

 

Finance:  

Lisa Aldhizer 

lisa@maplesprings.org | x406 

 

Children’s Music Ministries:  

Beth Juran: 

beth@maplesprings.org | x417 

 

Weekday School:  

Melicent Hammaker: 

preschool@maplesprings.org |  

722-6924 x 409 

 

Contemporary Music Director:  

Jerry Chapman 

jerry@maplesprings.org 

 

Organist  

Dennis Raley 

 

Worship Producer:  

Neal Goode 

 

Nursery Coordinator: 

Katherine Hinerman  

Maple Springs Life 

Page 2 

July | Volume 2021, No. 7 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

In other business, fourteen new clergy were ordained as elders as we also 

approved the retirement of 58 clergy members.  The conference also approved 

the disaffiliation of 16 local churches who filed petitions to leave the 

denomination.  Four other churches were closed due to low attendance and 

inability to be financially viable.  The delayed retirement (due to COVID) of our 

bishop, Paul Leeland, was acknowledged.  The WNCC will receive an interim 

bishop in October.  We will share Bishop Ken Carter with the Florida 

Conference until Jurisdictional Conference elects new bishops.  The full agenda 

and reports can be view at www.wnccumc.org/ac2021. 

 

Annual Conference is part business meeting, part family reunion, and part 

revival.  The 2000+ delegates of WNCC usually gather at Lake Junaluska. 

Unfortunately, the virtual nature of the conference only allowed us to conduct 

business.  There was no seeing of old friends in other parts of the state.  The 

worship music and preaching was less than usual and had less “umph” without 

the embodied community.  In other Maple Springs related activities of annual 

conference, former pastors the Reverend Pat Hefner and the Reverend Jerry 

Murray were memorialized as well as our dear member Lee Huffman.  May the 

Lord be blessed for their faithful service.  

 

Please receive my annual conference report as a member of the Western 

North Carolina Conference appointed to serve as your pastor. 

 

May God be glorified in all we say and do, 

 

Pastor Dan 
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Give Me the Skinny worship series 

messages on creedal statements 

Summer 2021 

July 11 – August 29, 2021 

  

Please Give Me the Skinny on what the church believes. 

The historic creeds of the church—Apostles’ and 

Nicene—contain the core convictions of the church. Each 

phrase packs a punch and speaks a concise phrase in summary of a complex theological belief about the Lord 

our God, the church, and the Christian faith. Through the past two millennia, numerous volumes have been 

written to explore the depth and breadth of these statements. The Give Me the Skinny worship series 

attempts to share succinct proclamations of these core beliefs without drowning in the vast theological 

ocean of Christian thought. These messages will enrich believers in mind and spirit by bringing clarity to our 

beliefs, basic enough to satisfy our curiosity and intriguing enough to compel us to deeper theological 

inquiry. 

  

Give Me the Skinny answers the faith questions on the Trinity, God’s creation, the Incarnation, the duality 

of Christ, the nature of the church, the resurrection of the body, and final judgment. Pastor Dan and Pastor 

Sylvia will share these eight messages to strengthen the church in the understanding and acceptance of these 

core beliefs. 
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Normally I would not look forward to a surgical 

procedure, but I am actually glad to have cataract 

surgery in July.  This clouding of the lens of the eye 

has gotten to the stage where my vision has become 

fuzzy and dull.  I am so thankful that medical 

technology makes it possible for that to be 

corrected and I will be able to see clearly again. 

There are other ways in which our vision can 

become clouded and distorted which have nothing 

to do with a physical condition.  We sometimes look at things through eyes of preconceived ideas or 

through eyes of prejudice, which affects the way we react to people and situations.  Thank goodness, there 

is a remedy for that as well.  It is seeing things through God’s eyes.  When we begin to make judgments 

about others, let us pause to think, “How does God see this person?”  When we learn to look at the world 

through God’s eyes, we may be surprised how much better our vision is. 

Do you need an eye check-up?  The Great Physician is always available for consultation. 

 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 

Golden Bells 

Golden Bells to Ring in July 

 

The Golden Bells will get together in July to ring and fellowship.  

We will meet on Thursdays, July 8, 15, 22, and 29 at 1:30pm in the 

Bell Room.  The Bell Room is located in the Education Wing, sec-

ond floor, Room E28.  There is an elevator for those who need it.  

Golden Bells is open to adults who would like to ring bells.  You do not need to have rung with us before to 

come and join us.  No prior experience in bell ringing is needed.  We can teach you what you need to know 

to make music, fellowship, and laugh with us. If you would like more information or have questions, please 

contact me at beth@maplesprings.org. 

I look forward to ringing and making joyful music with you! 

Beth Juran 
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1 Peter 3:15: “...but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 

who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. 

Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 

Christ may be put to shame.” 

Technically, evangelism and apologetics are different but anyone sharing faith in Christ must be prepared to 

defend why we believe what we believe.  Apologetics is a word derived from the Greek word apologia, 

which means to give a reasoned defense.  The work of apologetics includes the following three dimensions: 

(a) Apologetics as proof – presenting a rational basis for faith that confronts unbelief in the believer as well as 

in the unbeliever; (b) Apologetics as defense – answering the objections and overcoming the barriers of 

unbelief; (c) Apologetics as offense – demonstrating or revealing the foolishness of unbelieving thought and 

worldviews in conflict with the Christian faith.  

A book I mentioned (and shall continue to!) is Ron Hutchcraft’s A Life That Matters. The Monday Night Men’s 

group ordered 10 copies.  FYI, I acquired his DVD, having 13 weekly sessions. This would make an excellent 

study. E-mail Erin if you are interested. 

Peter Venable, Evangelism Shepherd 
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WESLEY’S WORDS 

“In using all means, seek God alone. In and through every outward thing, look only to 

the power of His Spirit, and the merits of His Son. Beware that you do not get stuck 

in the work itself; if you so, it is all lost labor. Nothing short of God can satisfy your 

soul. Therefore, fix on Him in all, through all, and above all. For all the power, and the 

merit is in Him alone.” How To Pray – The Best Of John Wesley, p. 16.     

Preschool Ministry 

 

Summer has started at our Preschool and we are having such a great time!  We have so many faces joining us 

for summer camp.  Our camp children play, learn, and make new friends each week.  As weather permits, the 

playground provides the perfect space as well as the gym on days when we are unable to play outside. Once 

again, our Preschool teachers thank you for the way our church building was designed. It is a perfect place for 

children to learn and have fun. 

As the Preschool Coordinator, I personally want to thank you for your prayers.  I felt each one.  I know God is 

good, and I felt His comfort all along as He walked with me through each personal situation and with guiding 

our outstanding Preschool staff. Thank you for supporting me with prayers as God has answered them.  God is 

so real and present. We celebrate Him with the fireworks of praise as we move through the summer.    

Melicent Hammaker 
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H.O.P.E. Meal Packing Ministry Update 

 

Sadly, we currently are not finding enough groups interested in packing H.O.P.E. meals each week to be able 

to sustain this as a ministry of the church!  Hopefully, this is just a temporary problem during this time of 

transition from the pandemic and its related restrictions on group gatherings, but time is running out.  We 

need more groups to express their interest and begin signing up for packing dates BEFORE the end of July or 

this ministry will have to be discontinued.  

 

We began packing meals for H.O.P.E. (Help Our People Eat) of Winston Salem shortly after its inception in 

2013, packing 100 bag lunches every Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month when Home Moravian 

packed in our stead.  As of June 23, 2021, H.O.P.E. has provided 358,489 meals to feed the hungry children 

right here in our community, of which at least 30,000 of those meals were packed by Maple Springs UMC 

volunteers!!  And they have provided 614,097 pounds of produce to needy families, while often sharing their 

excess produce for the week with our Food Pantry to feed our hungry patrons.  

 

As few as four people working in fellowship together can easily pack 100 meals in under an hour, with all 

supplies provided by H.O.P.E., on a date or dates of their own choosing! Please prayerfully consider whether 

you wish to be a part of this important ministry!  If you are interested in learning more about H.O.P.E. and 

their huge impact on our community, visit www.hopews.org. If you are interested in becoming a part of that 

positive impact and volunteering as a group to pack H.O.P.E. meals, contact Kim Richmond, 336-734-8644 or 

srichmond13@triad.rr.com.  Watch for a new easy and convenient sign up mechanism coming soon in the 

weekly eBlast.    

      

Kim Richmond, Project H.O.P.E. Coordinator  

http://www.hopews.org
mailto:srichmond13@triad.rr.com
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Food Pantry Maple Springs Life 

Food Pantry Volunteer Appreciation Lunch 

 

On Wednesday, June 23, the Food Pantry Ministry was excited to honor all of the volunteers who have 

served over the past couple of years.  We love saying “thank you” to those who feel led to serve.  

 

One particular volunteer we recognized was Wally Maultsby.  Wally has been a vital part of this ministry. 

Showing up early, helping with set up, greeting our neighbor customers, and mostly, helping them take their 

groceries outside with a shopping cart.  We wanted to honor his years of service with what we felt best 

represents who Wally is to our community.  Therefore, we dedicated a shopping cart to him. When we talk 

about spiritual gifts, pushing a shopping cart falls in line with showing love to your neighbors.  

 

Thank you to all of those who have served with this ministry. It is because of your dedication to love God 

and our neighbors that this ministry is a success. 

 

Scott Andree Bowen 
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Creation Care Ministry – Your Questions Answered on this New Conference Webpage! 

Do you have questions about the theology of creation care? Or wonder what The United Methodist Church 

states as its official position on caring for creation or on issues related to creation justice, environmental 

justice, racial justice, climate justice, food justice, clean water, and sustainability? Visit the Western North 

Carolina Conference Creation Care Ministry webpage at https://www.wnccumc.org/wncc-creation-care-

ministry to explore and learn more about these topics, then prayerfully consider how they might be 

implemented in our church, our homes, and our everyday lives.  

 
Recycling Program Seeking Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the church is not eligible for free recycling services through the City of Winston Salem,  

a volunteer recycling program for paper, aluminum cans, plastic bottles, and cardboard boxes was 

implemented in 2018 using volunteers in our congregation who “adopt” one recycling container within the 

church and take those items home weekly to include in their own recyclables for no additional charge. 

Following the reduction in pandemic restrictions, we are working to get this program back into gear! If you 

are interested in volunteering to “adopt” a recycling container in the church, or possibly share one with 

someone else, please contact the Recycling Program Coordinator, Jane Cline, at ccidesign90@gmail.com. 

And PLEASE keep placing your own recyclables generated here at church in the appropriate containers!  

Kim Richmond, UM Earthkeeper 
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“Knights of North Castle” VBS 

Monday, August 2 through 

Wednesday, August 4 

6:00-8:00pm  

 

Children (ages 4 through 6th grade) 

are invited to take part in Vacation 

Bible School!  The link to sign up can 

be found on the church website.  We 

are asking that all children register by 

Wednesday, July 21 to allow us to 

finish preparations.  Take a moment 

to share our VBS with a friend or 

neighbor- all are welcome! 

VBS Decorating  

Workshop  

Sunday, July 18  

12:00-2:00pm 

 

All are invited to come out and 

help prepare decorations for 

“Knights of North Castle” VBS.  

We will meet in Craven Hall 

on Sunday, July 18 from 12:00-

2:00pm.  A light lunch will be 

available.  Let Mary Taylor or 

Jill Gordon know if you can 

help.  

VBS Kickoff 

Family Night 

Sunday, August 1 

5:00pm 

 

We will kick off VBS this year with 

a Family Night on Sunday, August 1 

at 5:00pm.  We will provide Cici’s 

Pizza and Kona Ice.  We will start 

“Knights of North Castle” with 

good fun, music, and of course  

meet Sparky! 
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I am so thankful that we were able to have our “On the Move” 

camp this year for our rising 4th through 6th graders.  We had 

8 kids take part and 6 adults helped throughout the week.  

During our time together, we served at our Food Pantry, 

prepared gifts for our senior members, served at the Salvation 

Army in Hickory and organized the clothes closet for New 

Story Church on Waughtown Street.  This group of kids was 

amazing! They served with joyful hearts and were cheerful 

givers.  I am so thankful for all they did and the manner in 

which they did it.  They let their lights shine.  Way to go Anna, Madeline, Maggie, Rylan, Sakura, Riley, Ryan 

and David!  Special thanks to Ashley Blackwell, Catherine Davis, Jennifer Kerrigan, John Mundy, Becky Taylor, 

and Stacie Taylor for serving as our leaders! Also thanks goes to Jill Gordon and Bill Blackburn for sharing 

about their passions at Maple Springs.  

Grace and Peace,   

Mary Taylor 
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Youth Ministry Maple Springs Life 

Maple Springs UMC Youth Serve at Camp Tekoa Foothills Mission Camp 

The Methodist Church has been blessed for decades with the ministry of Camp Tekoa in Hendersonville, NC.  A few 

years ago, Camp Tekoa expanded their ministry to Casar, NC in Cleveland County with Camp Tekoa Foothills.  Last 

month, our youth were excited to serve for our third year. 

Maple Springs UMC sent six youth and three adults to serve around the community of Casar.  We had the pleasure to 

minister to a woman who needed help cutting down trees on her property.  After some Youtube tutorials, we felt 

comfortable cutting down five trees.  We also helped her with some fence repair and lawn maintenance.  The latter 

part of the week, we worked at a local farm that provided fresh vegetables to the local food pantry, and helped a 

woman recovering from a recent accident with some upkeep of her yard and home.  

We look forward to next year's adventure to Casar and serving alongside the ministers at Camp Tekoa Foothills.  

Scott Andree Bowen 
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Maple Springs extends a warm welcome to Deb Dougherty, who 

joined our church on Sunday, June 13.  Deb is the mother of two 

and has five grandchildren.  She retired after a 45 year career in 

nursing.  Deb and her husband Dan enjoy playing golf, hiking, 

riding bikes, and playing senior softball.  They also participate in 

the Senior Games, where they won gold in senior putt-putt.  Deb 

and Dan attend the 8:45am worship service.  

 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  to  

 

Lois Miller  

on the passing of her husband, 

Howard Miller,  

on June 28 

 

Lowell Bradley 

on the passing of his wife,  

Ruby Bradley,  

on June 3 
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

11 Rebekah Morris 

11 Aiden Foster 

12 Stacie Taylor 

13 Jon Cornatzer 

14 Brenda Robertson 

15 Joy Loggins 

15 Kayla Foster 

15 Barbara Mitchell 

16 Herb Linn 

16 Don Gault 

16 Gary Mahathey 

17 Bailey Tatum 

17 Jack Miller 

17 Anna Hampton 

18 Edna Wooten 

18 Robin Hager 

18 Julie Branch 

19 JoAnn Wooten 

19 Michael Enevold 

19 Matt Bowen 

19 James Cahill 

20 Jim Capps III 

22 Victoria Rogers 

22 Tim Creef 

23 David Rose 

23 Katie Wood 

23 Gatlin Favors 

24 Charlene Cook 

25 Bob Moore III 

25 Bill Moon 

25 Nargish Murchison 

25 Rett Lyons 

27 Wally Maultsby 

27 Julie Cunningham 

28 Michael Boyles 

28 Kathy Tatum 

28 Riley Engrem 

28 Karen Shore 

29 Lois Hart 

29 Zach Hoots 

29 Noah Quarless 

29 Marilyn Lewis 

30 Julia Grace Collins 

30 Abi Wooten 

30 Thomas Livengood 

31 Aidan Croom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Bob & Barbara Hafer 

2 Joey & Suzanne Robertson 

2 Kirby & Katherine Robinson 

6 Kem & Jessica Sapp 

10 Pete & Linda Driver 

10 Steve & Carol Ashley 

12 Jack & D’Ann Hershel 

14 Bobby & Betty Faulkner 

16 Ed & Marian Greene 

20 Steve & Trish Anthony 

22 Rick & Betsy Bechtel 

25 Bill & Colleen Moon 

30 Chris & Lisa Venable 

30 Dan & Krista Lyons 

31 Ted & Evelyn Ochs 

 

 

 

 

1 Tyler Fox 

1 Ashley Blackwell 

2 Dan Craver 

2 Don Hart 

2 Hunter Sturkie 

2 Austin Beck 

3 Joe Collins Jr. 

3 Peter Juran 

4 Terry Hedrick 

4 Marie Smith 

4 Susie Dickerson 

4 Reagan Stansberry 

5 Leah Crowley 

6 Linda Driver 

6 Ruthie Robinson 

7 Daniel Smith 

7 Mandy Loggins 

7 Steven Blackwell 

8 Marty Carlisle 

8 A.Q. Cook 

8 Ellen Cochran 

9 Deon Strickland 

9 Katelyn Stowers 

10 Jill Gordon 

10 Mary Mickey 

10 Sarah Boyles 

10 Max Quarless 

10 Eunice Moses Page 15 
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45am, 10:30am, & 11:00am  

Sunday School 9:55am 

 


