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Praise the Lord! The global pandemic may have closed the doors of the church for a period, restricted 

access to loved ones, made life uncomfortable and unenjoyable at times, and brought us into the valley of the 

shadow of death, yet nevertheless God is faithfully moving among us and we are faithfully responding. We 

are learning to embrace the wise words of Solomon,  

 

      Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

           and lean not on your own understanding; 

      in all your ways submit to him, 

           and he will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 

For fifteen and a half months, COVID has been the context of our lives--personally, 

professionally, and as the body of Christ. While the virus is older than our experience, 

having originated halfway around the world, this timeline begins with the entrance of 

government restrictions and institutional guidelines. In mid-March 2020, Maple Springs 

ceased in-person gatherings at the request of our bishop to “slow the spread.” 

Government regulations soon followed. 

 

In these early days, the full extent of the virus—how it spread, its health toll, what precautions needed to be 

taken—was unknown. People were dying. Known treatments were being applied, not knowing if they would 

be effective. The nightly news rolled big boards of death totals, harkening back to the days of the Vietnam 

War and the Jerry Lewis telethon. Little by little, new information about COVID emerged on causes, 

prevention, and treatments. Vaccinations were the ultimate hope. Resources were poured into the pursuit of 

healing and virus eradication. Newly acquired knowledge led to updates regularly. Health and government 

officials balanced the new information with in-time data of the raging virus. Many found this frustrating as 

contradictions arose. This is still the case today. However, patience is called for as new knowledge continues 

to emerge. 

 

At Maple Springs, we are learning to live faith-filled lives in the midst of a global pandemic. 

Admittedly, we are doing the best we can as we go on to Christian perfection. Soon 
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after Easter, celebrating Jesus overcoming death in the Resurrection, church 

leaders and staff began to plan for our safe return to in-person gatherings. The 

government mandates no longer applied to the church, due to a NC Supreme 

Court action. However, we did consider them as guidelines along with 

denominational material and health department guidance. Our COVID 

Response Team worked to balance the science, as 

we understood it, institutional guidelines, and 

congregational concerns. Maple Springs is a diverse 

congregation with people at different places in their 

faith walk. Additionally, everyone receives and 

processes information differently. We understand people decide their actions 

based on information filtered through their values. Faith and theology are just 

two of our value filters. As in the Scripture at the beginning of this article, the 

Lord’s people are called to “put their whole trust in His grace” (Baptismal 

Covenant). This is our growing edge as Christians. 

 

Last spring and early summer, our staff produced pre-recorded worship 

experiences and posted them on the internet. Beginning in August, in-person 

Camp Meeting at the Springs outdoor worship services were conducted in the 

parking lot under a revival tent. In November, we returned indoors to our two 

primary worship venues for live worship with physical distancing, face 

coverings, and other cleanliness standards. Now, beginning June 6, 2021, our 

church campus policy will become "face covering optional" in our worship, 

study, fellowship, and mission work areas with the exception of our children's 

ministry, youth ministry, and preschool, in accordance with NC Executive 

Orders. This policy change is based on the May 8 CDC Order and the May 14 

Governor's Order. I thank all the staff and church leaders who have continually 

worked to come to this point as we are learning to live faith-filled lives in the 

midst of a retracting global pandemic in North Carolina and an increasingly 

vaccinated population. Without a hundred percent consensus, but in working 

agreement, we are doing the best we can as we go on to Christian perfection.  

 

We love you. We invite you to worship with us as you are comfortable doing 

so. We have worked constantly to return to live in-person indoor worship as 

safely as possible. Our Trustees have made large investments to live-stream our 

worship via the internet. Dedicated staff and volunteers have brought this to 

reality. We are continuing to perfect this technology for those remaining at 

home by choice or health. It is also available for our travelers. (I recently 

From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 



June | Volume 2021, No. 6 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) Maple Springs Life 

Page 3 

New Worship Series 
 
Limitless worship series - June 2021 

  

God’s love, power, attention, and resources 

are limitless.  Because God is love (1 John 4:8), He is 

the fullness and the epitome of love.  Because God 

created the whole world and everything in it, there is 

nothing that is bigger or stronger than Him.  Because God is omniscient and omnipresent, we 

always have His undivided attention.  Because God created all things, He is never without supply to 

provide for us.  God is limitless. 

  

It is hard for us to fathom just how loving, powerful, present, and generous God is and our 

descriptive words come up so short.  The reason is because we attempt to define and compare God 

according to human terms.  But God is so much more.  “He is able to do immeasurably more than 

all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.” (Ephesians 3:20).  

  

As we lift up the limitlessness of God in this series, we pray we will be led to rely on God and trust 

God more.  We will explore a fuller picture of just How Great Is Our God. 

 

 

worshipped online at both 8:45 & 11:00, while I was out of state). Coming soon, we will be extending 

worship to those without internet access through a DVD ministry provided by resources from the Jenny 

Trivette Fund. 

 

Even in the midst of this global pandemic, God is faithfully moving among us and we are faithfully responding. 

 

To God be the glory, 

 

Pastor Dan 
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When I was District Superintendent of the former Lexington District, I had 94 churches under my care.  I 

made it a point to visit each church for Charge Conference and to worship with them as much as possible.  

One concern expressed by all of them, large or small, was the declining number of people in the church and 

how they could bring more people in. 

Too often in our discussions I felt as if the focus was more on numbers than on people and what more 

people could do for the church.  I tried to re-focus their thinking to see that the aim was bringing people 

into the Kingdom of God, not necessarily increasing the membership rolls. 

On May 23rd we celebrated Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came in great power and the Church was born.  

As we trust the Holy Spirit’s leading and as we give testimony to God’s great power and love, we can trust 

the Spirit to bring the increase. 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 

 

 

Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study 

Starting June 15, 2021, the Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study group will 

meet at 9:30 AM on Tuesdays at Reynolda Village.  (Same location as last 

summer, lower parking lot behind the Barn.)  Bring your own chair and 

whatever else you need to be comfortable outside.  We will be using the 

study guide Great Prayers of the Bible (available at thriftbooks.com, Amazon, 

and other sources), but it is not necessary.  How did people like Daniel, 

David and Mary talk to God?  What can we learn about God himself from 

the prayers of Hannah, John and Paul?  

Join us on June 1 for "Breakfast in the Gardens" at Reynolda Village. This 

will be a social time to relax, laugh, and enjoy some donuts. Bring your own 

beverage.  

We will NOT meet on June 8.  

Contact SueEllen Thomas at sthomasrn@hotmail.com if you have 

questions. 

 

mailto:sthomas@hotmail.com
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When mom died 1997, I kept a daily reader of Billy Graham’s Unto The Hills to 

read at bedtime. By now it is tattered and taped (it’s been twenty-four years!), 

but yesterday’s entry speaks to sharing Christ with others. Billy writes, “Today, 

many think of us think we are doing God a favor when we tell another about 

Christ, even though we are commanded to do so. And we think we are suffering 

real persecution when someone makes light of our faith. The Christian faith has 

become cheap faith because we too often live as if it has no value. We complain 

when the preacher runs over a few minutes on the Sunday sermon and consider 

it a great inconvenience to return to services once or twice in the same week. 

Think about it. Have you ever been persecuted for sharing your faith in Christ? 

Has your faith cost you anything?” I’m convicted.  

Peter Venable, Evangelism Shepherd 
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WESLEY’S WORDS 

“You have nothing to do but to save souls. Therefore spend and be spent in this 

work. And go not only to those that need you, but to those that need you most. It is 

not your business to preach so many times, and to take care of this or that society; 

but to save as many souls as you can; to bring as many sinners as you possibly can to 

repentance.” 

Welcome New Members! 

Maple Springs extends a warm welcome to the Green family!  The 

Greens joined our church on Sunday, May 16, 2021.  Matt is a 6th 

grade teacher at Kernersville Middle School, and Beth is a 2nd 

grade teacher at Kernersville Elementary School.  Matt and Beth’s 

children attend Vienna Elementary School.  Their daughter, Avery, 

is a 2nd grader and their son, Adler, is in kindergarten.  The Green 

family attends the 8:45am Contemporary Service.  They have 

already become active members of Maple Springs!     
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Dear Maple Springs UMC, 

Hello! 

I am healthy and so is my family.  I come to thank you for 

the gift of $100 you sent to me.  I gave $25 to the 

community and the remaining $75 served me to buy a 

dress, a pair of sandals, a bag of rice, soap (2 bags), 3 

bags of sugar, and tea.  The clothes and shoes for going 

out, the bag of rice, soap, and sugar to allow my parents 

to make income generating activity.  Thank you very 

much dear Maple Springs UMC for this gesture of love 

you have done for us.  May God bless you and may he 

bless your projects.  My family and I have been praying 

for you and your family.  I can’t write a letter well by 

myself.  I am helped by Mr. Pascal, a community member.   

I make a drawing for you at the bottom of the page to 

say thank you. 

May God protect you against the Covid-19. 

Mervedie 

Sponsored Child 

Mervedie is one of the children Maple Springs 

sponsors through World Vision.  She is 10 years 

old and lives in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo.  Below is a note from Mervedie thanking 

Maple Springs for the monthly sponsorship gift she 

received. 
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H.O.P.E. Meal Packing Ministry  

We are looking for family groups or “pandemic pods” who 

want to pack bag lunches for H.O.P.E.!  Due to the ongoing 

safety/health concerns associated with unrelated groups of 

people gathering closely in inside spaces, most of the 

groups who were packing H.O.P.E. regularly are not 

packing now. But the GOOD NEWS is that groups of four or five can easily pack 100 bag lunches in less 

than an hour, and it’s a great family-friendly activity in which to engage the kiddos and to get out of the 

house safely! Packing time is flexible, ranging from 10:00am Saturday through noon Sunday. Cooler pickup 

and return are part of the event, and the church kitchen is still authorized for use for this activity! 

Interested families/pods, contact Kim Richmond at 336-734-8644 or srichmond13@triad.rr.com. Let’s get 

the church back into this important community outreach ministry! The need is still there, greater than ever! 

Kim Richmond 

Maple Springs UMC H.O.P.E. Coordinator 
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Mervedie proudly displays the items she was able to 

purchase with the contribution from Maple Springs.  

She is pictured here with Mr. Pascal, the community 

member who helped her write her sweet letter. 
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For the month of May, our kids who participate in DIRT 

focused on kindness.  Each week we prepared different things 

to bless others in our family, community and church.  We 

made goodie bags for the Fire Department and delivered to 

the fire station next door to our church. We also prepared 

thank you bags for the Burn Unit.  

Mark your calendars!  We will host an in person VBS this summer.  VBS is set for 

Sunday, August 1 through Wednesday, August 4.  Registration opens Sunday, June 13 for 

Knights of North Castle.  Join us as we learn about the armor of God! 
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Seraphina Bruno 

attended Old Richmond 

Elementary School and 

finished with the Blue Lion 

Academy.  She will continue 

home schooling with the 

Blue Lion Academy for 

middle school.  Seraphina 

enjoys making art.  Her 

favorite activity at Maple 

Springs is Vacation Bible 

School, of course!! Anna Easter attended  

Old Richmond Elementary as 

well as WS Christian.  She still 

hasn’t decided where she will 

attend middle school.  Anna 

enjoys hanging out with her 

friends, her dogs, and cat.  Her 

favorite activity through MSUMC 

was the District Retreat at  

Camp Merriwood.   

Madeline Head 

attended Calvary Day 

School and will continue 

there for middle school.  

Madeline enjoys singing 

in the chorus and baking 

goodies in the kitchen 

(and they look delicious). 

Her favorite MSUMC 

memory is participating 

in On the Move camp! 

Maggie Sprinkle attended  

Speas Elementary and will continue at Paisley 

Middle School in the Spanish immersion 

program.  Maggie enjoys sewing, cooking and 

singing.  Her favorite Maple Springs memory is 

making edible slime and ice cream in a bag at 

our summer Incredible Creativity Experience.  
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We would like to give a 

special shout out to our  

5th graders who will be 

moving to the youth 

ministry in August.  We are 

so thankful for each of 

these young ladies! 
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Caleb H. Richmond is the son 

of Steve and Kim Richmond.  He 

graduated from Ronald Reagan 

High School.  Caleb will attend 

North Carolina State University 

in the fall, where he plans to 

major in Physics. 

Everett Lyons is the son of Dan 

and Krista Lyons.  He graduated 

from Simon G. Atkins High School.  

Rett will attend the University of 

North Carolina at Wilmington in 

the fall, where he plans to major in 

Film Production. 

Katelyn “Katie” Joy Smith  

is the daughter of Perry and 

Colleen Smith.  She  graduated 

from Ronald Reagan High School.  

Katie will attend the Honors 

College of Western Carolina 

University in the fall, where she 

plans to major in Mathematics 

Secondary Education. 
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Our College Graduates Maple Springs Life 

Thomas Ryland Aldhizer is the son of 

George and Lisa Aldhizer.  He graduated from 

the United States Military Academy at West 

Point, with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 

Management. and a Certification as a Systems 

and Industrial Engineer.  Tom Commissioned 

into the U. S. Army as a 2nd Lieutenant with his 

first duty station at Fort Benning, near 

Columbus, GA. 
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Ross Woods Strickland is the 

son of Deon and Carmen 

Strickland.  He graduated from 

Wake Forest University with a 

Bachelor of Arts in Finance.  Ross 

will work in commercial banking  

at Wells Fargo. 

Keaton Baader Osborne is 

the son of Clint and Valerie 

Osborne.  He graduated from 

North Carolina State 

University with a Bachelor of 

Science in Civil Engineering. 

Colin Taylor Cline is 

the son of Mark and 

Jane Cline.  He 

graduated from the 

University of North 

Carolina at Pembroke 

with  a Bachelor of 

Science in Business 

Administration, 

Management Track.  

Colin is employed at 

Tier 1 Recovery 

Solutions. 

Kayla Marie Foster is the daughter of 

Marshall and Susan Foster.  She graduated in 

December 2020 from the University of North 

Carolina at Greensboro with a Bachelor of 

Fine Arts in Dance and a Concentration in 

Performance with a K-12 Licensure.  Kayla 

plans to teach high school dance in the future.  

At present, Kayla is the Director of Logistics 

at Lucky Dog Volleyball, a dance teacher at 

Triple Threat School of Dance, Music, and 

Acting, and works part-time at  

Pilot Mountain Winery. 
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Our Maple Springs UMC Preschool continues to bring joy and Christ’s message to the children enrolled. Our 

school year concluded with graduation in Craven Hall with 22 children who will start elementary school in 

the fall. We are blessed with strong enrollment with 35 children registered for our summer program and 80 

children for the 2021-22 school year. We still have openings in both so spread the word as we welcome 

children to the Preschool family! Our Preschool parents showed their appreciation for our teachers with a 

delicious lunch on May 14th and a gift card of thanks for each. Three of our teachers were recognized for 

milestone anniversaries: Melissa May: 15 years, Melissa Thomas: 15 years, and Tameja Allen: 10 years in 2020 

(unable to be recognized due to COVID so she was celebrated this year). Two of our teachers are retiring 

and will be missed by their fellow teachers and children: Melissa May and Sue Buitendorp. Thankfully we will 

still benefit from their talents as they will help once a month as the Story Lady and Fit Friend in 2021-22. We 

appreciate Melicent Hammaker’s leadership as the Preschool Coordinator and her dedicated team of 

teachers who continue to develop each child in an atmosphere of Christian love.  

 

Elizabeth Honeycutt 

Maple Springs Preschool Board Chair 

 

 

Retirees 

Melissa May and Sue Buitendorp 

Years of Service Recognitions 

Melissa May     Tameja Allen     Melissa Thomas 

      15 Years          10 Years             15 Years 

Melissa May, Sarah Splawn, 

Karen Eagleston 

Jennifer Allen, Melissa Thomas,  

Melicent Hammaker, Sue Buitendorp 

Angie Jones, Eva Bylin, Amelia Surgnier 

Brandi Smith, Tameja Allen, Stephanie Davis 

Preschool Teacher 

Appreciation Luncheon 
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Summer is firefly time. You might call them lightning bugs, but either term summons images 

that delight. Fireflies flash to attract mates; however, with so much artificial light at night, 

they can’t see each other. If they can’t mate, they can’t make more fireflies. We humans need 

to turn out our lights so their light can shine. For more info visit firefly-botany-

girl.hub.arcgis.com. 

  

When people lose touch with nature, caring about creation just isn’t a priority. To help people rediscover 

God’s gift, one woman opens her farm for wildflower walks; another persuaded her church to sponsor a VBS 

in a wetlands area. Take your children or grandchildren to natural settings; have them invite a friend. Share 

your love for God’s Creation. 

  

Purchase organic food. The few extra cents you pay at the grocery support farmers who avoid using the 

synthetic pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers that have been proven to deplete the soil. Organic farmers 

also refuse to subject their livestock to antibiotics and growth hormones. Organic farming practices are 

healthier for soil, livestock, and for those who eat the food.  

  

More and more products are available plastic-free—shampoo, laundry detergent, food wraps, hand 

soap, toilet paper, and phone cases, for example. Companies who offer such products are looking out for the 

earth, not just for their bottom line. Many of them also donate a portion of their revenue to other causes 

that support the environment. Align your purchases with your values. 

  

Start complimenting! When you see a practice at home, at church, in your workplace, in a restaurant, at 

a grocery, or other business that is helpful in terms of creation care, speak up. A little praise goes a long 

way! Write a letter. 

 

Start complaining! You can be nice, but firm. When you see a practice at home, at church, in your 

workplace, in a restaurant, at a grocery, or other business that is harmful, speak up. They may have never 

even thought about it! Be a squeaky wheel—ask for a change. Write a letter. 

   

You already know Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. You may even have added Refuse (especially single-use plastics), 

Repair (what’s possible), and Rot (compost) to the list. Here’s one more: Remember! Always remember 

WHO you are and WHOSE you are! When you focus first on God’s call to you to care for creation and 

justice, it’s easier to remember to do the other R’s.  

   

Food waste—both corporate and personal—is a large contributor to climate change. Composting food 

scraps allows you to fill the land with nutrients and avoid the landfill. Explore your options for 

composting: industrial composting services, shared compost locations, backyard bins of several 

types, bokashi methods, vermicomposting, and in-home devices (coming soon). 

  

Money talks. Invest in the future (solar and wind) and divest from the past (coal, oil, and gas). Send a 

message with your money.  
Page 13 



 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  to  

Bob Moore 

on the passing of his daughter,  

Nancy Moore Smith,  

on April 22 

Memorials Maple Springs Life 
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In memory of David Pugh 

for the Music Fund 

by the Inquirers Sunday School Class 

 

In memory of Lorene Shelor 

for the Music Fund 

by  

Billy Hunter 

Nancy Murray 

 

In memory of Nancy Smith 

by Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

In memory of Nancy Smith 

for the Food Pantry 

by Dot Atkinson 

 

In memory of Pauline Stephens 

by Nancy Murray 

 

In memory of Ruth Tuttle 

by Tom & Kay Abbott 

In memory of Lee Huffman 

by 

Mark & Jane Cline 

Rev. Paul Davenport 

Larry & Susie Gordon 

Paulette Moon 

Nancy Murray 

 

In memory of Lee Huffman 

for the Food Pantry 

by  

Dot Atkinson 

AQ & Elizabeth Cook 

Dorcas Craft 

 

In memory of Lee Huffman 

for the Music Fund 

by Dr. & Mrs. Michael Nelson 

 

In memory of William “Bill” Koerner 

by Larry & Susie Gordon 

 



June Birthdays and Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

18 Gayle Parker 

18 Anna Easter 

18 Jennifer Poindexter 

19 Dot Atkinson 

19 Joe Crowley 

20 Wes Bailey Sr. 

20 Sarah Campbell 

20 Clinton Osborne 

20 Dawn Longman 

20 James Wallace 

21 Kristen Burns 

21 Laura Burleson 

21 Ross Strickland 

22 Susan Foster 

22 Dana Patrick 

23 Craig Mock 

23 Meghan Crockett 

23 Nathaniel Carter 

24 Katie Smith 

25 Doug Foley 

25 Alex Settle 

25 Dianne Wheaton 

26 Kay Stephens 

27 Justin Hicks 

27 Dennis Branch 

28 Morgan Mikkola 

28 Ceil Hodgin 

29 Karla Wiley 

30 Marshall Foster 

30 Michael Bates 

30 Salvatore Bruno 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Rick & Susan Busch 

1 Charlie & Dana Patrick 

3 Howard & Lois Miller 

3 Don & Becky Keller 

3 Brad & Jenny Venable 

4 Dan & Pat Craver 

6 Kevin & Kristen Burns 

6 Barry & Patricia Lewis 

10 Doug & Lucia Foley 

15 Donald & Gladys Wilbur 

16 Adam & Bridget Hobson 

17 Andy & Kerri Rybak 

17 Preston & Nita Fowler 

18 Don & Lois Hart 

19 Dennis & Julie Branch 

25 Matt & Sandy Bowen 

25 Johnny & Leslie Easter 

 

 

 

 

1 Judy Gillaspie 

1 Susan Campbell 

1 Kerri Rybak 

2 SueEllen Thomas 

2 Jack Perry 

2 Rosie Lee 

3 Ryan Quarless 

3 Julia Brenneman 

4 Xander Porter 

5 Colin Cline 

5 Connor Crockett 

6 Clay Doss 

7 Beth Green 

8 Harrison Setliff 

8 Emmy Setliff 

8 Salem Plaster 

8 Leslie Speas 

9 Erin Moses 

9 Buddy Robinson Jr. 

10 Suzanne Bradford 

13 Charlotte Alwine 

13 Tim Loggins 

15 Will Kelly 

16 Adryan Poindexter 

17 Stephanie Norman 

17 Steven Tucker 

18 Jackson Wilson 

18 Stella Wagoner 

Did we miss your birthday or 

anniversary?  

Please call Catherine in the 

church office at  

336-722-7563  

or email her at  

catherine@maplesprings.org  

and let her know. 
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