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Praise the Lord! The Scripture tells us, “Now to each one a manifestation of the 

Spirit is given for the common good” (I Corinthians 12:7). A list of nine different 

spiritual gifts follows this pronouncement. This list, combined with lists in Romans 

12:6-8 and Ephesians 4:11, grants us a list of 19 named spiritual gifts bestowed 

upon the church for the work of continuing the ministry of Christ in the world. 

You and I have spiritual gifts. The Holy Spirit gives them to us for employing in 

our ministry for the common good, implementing the Kingdom of God on earth as 

it is in Heaven. 

 

As with any good gift we receive, we engage it according to its purpose and design. 

If it is clothing, we wear it. If it is a book, we read it. If it is a car, we drive it. You 

get the idea. Likewise, these spiritual gifts are for the church in its role to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ (or as we say at Maple Springs—root in Christ, grow in 

Christ, and bear fruit in Christ). Additionally, we work toward sharpening our skills 

in using the gifts we are given. A book gifted to us cannot be fully enjoyed if we 

cannot read or possess a limited vocabulary. Before driving the car gifted to us, we 

learn to drive, we learn the rules of the road, and we learn about vehicle 

maintenance. Likewise, we can sharpen our skills and apply knowledge to our 

spiritual gifts for more effective employment in the ministry we undertake in 

cooperation with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Three years ago, I embarked on a journey to sharpen my ministry skills. I enrolled 

at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, to pursue a Doctor of Ministry 

degree. The Doctor of Ministry degree is a professional degree focusing on the 

practice of ministry in the church. My study focus has been Living the Historic Faith: Christian Wisdom for 

Today’s Church.  A “doctor of the church” works to identify problems and challenges within the church and 

applies research to create fresh solutions. My research and project is entitled Offer Them Clarity: Teaching 

Leaders in Foundational Beliefs and Core Values for Holy Conflict Resolution.  My research 
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involved: exploration of the conflicts within the Corinth church found in I 

Corinthians 3, Methodism’s historic use of the catechism, John Wesley’s 

theology of entire sanctification, and the corporate use of core values in 

organization. Forty-one Maple Springs leaders participated in my research 

project with surveys about their “walking around knowledge” of Methodist 

Christian doctrines and classes on The Apostles’ Creed, Methodist doctrine, 

church history, and the sacraments. Additionally, we had a session on the 

history of Maple Springs and our history reveals the core values of this faith 

community. Lastly, we met in a retreat setting to work as “committees” to 

apply our class material to case studies of church conflict. 

 

I am thankful for the forty-one participants who engaged my research project. I 

am also thankful for the Staff-Parish Relations Committee for their support to 

continue my studies upon my appointment to Maple Springs. After successfully 

defending my research, findings, and analysis, United Theological Seminary 

conferred to me the degree of Doctor of Ministry this past December. I travel 

to Dayton later this month for the formal graduation ceremony. Thank you for 

the prayers and support as well as allowing me to be your pastor.  

 

Historically, doctors of the church have been in the church to teach church 

doctrine and defend the faith. My studies toward my degree have been 

sharpening my skills in the spiritual gifts of knowledge, teaching, and 

pastoring. I look forward to continuing the work as a doctor of the church to 

identify problems/challenges hindering the church from vital ministry and work 

to find fresh solutions for greater faithfulness and effectiveness. Please join me 

in making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

In love for Christ and His church, 

 

The Rev. Dr. Dan Lyons 

Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 
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Sermon Series Maple Springs Life 

Living in the Light worship series 

Eastertide 2021 

(April 18 – May 30, 2021) 

  

A new life dawns with the 

Resurrection. God’s light has come into 

the world and calls us out of the 

darkness of sin, evil, and death. Christ 

instructed his disciples and the crowds 

about living in the light of God. He 

illuminated God’s intentions for His 

people to live as a community of faith in the world. The Apostle John passed this teaching on in his 

evangelistic work. The First Letter of John reminds the church what dawned in the Resurrection of Christ and 

has been passed on to them. When we employ these teachings and reminders into our lives, we are living in 

the light of God. 
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 What does it mean to be chosen?  There are many instances in life where we 

may be chosen:  chosen for the team; chosen for the job; chosen to win an award.  

All such occasions bring much joy and satisfaction, but let’s face it, there are also 

those times when we don’t feel chosen at all, times when life seems to get us 

down.  That is when we need to remember that above all, we are chosen by God. 

 In his book, Life of the Beloved, Henri Nouwen says, “The world tells you 

many lies about who you are, and you simply have to be realistic enough to 

remind yourself of this.  Every time you feel hurt, offended or rejected, you have 

to dare to say to yourself:  ‘These feelings, strong as they may be, are not telling 

me the truth about myself.  The truth, even though I cannot feel it right now, is that I am the chosen child of 

God, precious in God’s eyes, called the Beloved from all eternity and held safe in an everlasting embrace’.” 

 There are numerous scriptures that speak of our being chosen:  John 15: 16; Colossians 3: 12; I 

Thessalonians 1: 4; I Peter 2:9.  Whatever may be your circumstance right now, rejoice in the fact that you 

are the chosen and beloved child of God and there is nothing that can change that.  Thanks be to God! 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 

Guest Preacher - Chris Thore 

On Sunday, May 23rd, Maple Springs welcomes the Rev. Chris Thore as our 

guest preacher. Chris is a retired United Methodist pastor, who served eight 

congregations including Clemmons and Jamestown. He most recently served as 

the senior pastor at First Wesleyan Church in High Point. Reverend Thore is 

also the founder of SummerShine Resort Staffing Ministry and a co-founder of 

CLUB Ministries. 

Chris holds degrees from North Greenville University, University of South 

Carolina—Spartanburg, and Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. He 

and his wife, Becca, have been married over 35 years and have 3 grown children who have wonderful 

spouses and 2 awesome grandchildren. Pastor Chris' ministry emphasis is through the Holy Spirit and 

"Celebrating, Connecting and Caring" in the Joy of the Lord! 

 Chris has been a friend and mentor to Pastor Dan throughout his ministry. Pastor Dan answered the call to 

ministry after hearing Chris speak during Camp Tekoa staff training. Additionally, Scott Andree Bowen served 

for a summer in a SummerShine Resort Ministry in Williamsburg. Our youth group looks forward to 

attending a CLUB Ministry beach retreat this summer. 
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Several years ago I took a Methodist lay leadership training in Welcome, NC.  I must say I never toured 

Welcome, a rather deserted town on a Sunday afternoon.  On one particular session, the focus on 

evangelism was less welcome.  In a handout, it read “our life should be characterized by 

evangelism”.  The bottom line is that Scripture knows nothing of a believer who does 

not consistently, passionately, and boldly proclaim Christ.  What we want is a lifestyle of 

evangelism, not a sporadic focus.  Spurgeon once said, “Every Christian is either a 

missionary or imposter.”  Gulp.  Deafening silence.  Eyes downward.  Conviction.  I cut 

out this clip and force myself to read it daily.  Sure, we must embody the book of James’ 

directives to “walk the talk”, but what about our verbal witness?  A book I highly 

recommend is A Life That Matters by Ron Hutchcraft.  I wish every MSUMC member-

participant would buy this, as it gives practical, conversational guides to verbally sharing 

Christ.  Ask Susie Gordon.                                                                 --Peter Venable, Evangelism Shepherd 
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WESLEY’S WORDS 

“New birth not the same as sanctification. New birth is the gate into sanctification. 

When we are born again, we gradually grow up in Jesus who is our Lord. But it is by 

slow degrees that she and he later grows up to the measure of the full stature of 

Christ.” 

 The Holy Spirit and Power by John Wesley, p. 72. 

Have you noticed the five 

beautiful new Maple trees on 

the church’s front lawn?  If you 

would like to make a donation 

to the Trustees Fund to put 

toward the cost of the trees, 

make your check out to Maple 

Springs UMC and write 

“Trees” in the memo line. 

 

Frank Thomas 

Trustees Chair 

Books for  

Old Town School 

We will be collecting new books for 

the rising first graders at Old Town 

Elementary School  from May 2-June 6, 2021.  Collection boxes 

will be available in the Craven Hall Lobby and the Sanctuary Side 

Narthex.  You may bring your book donations to the church or 

order them from the Amazon.com Wish List and have them 

delivered to Maple Springs.  Check next week’s Wednesday  

E-Blast for the book title list and the Amazon link.  The books will 

be delivered to Old Town Elementary in June prior to the end of 

the school year. 

Kay Tuttle 

Old Town School Missions Coordinator 
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Children’s Ministry Maple Springs Life 
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Children’s Sunday School 

We continue to offer two Sunday school classes for our preK through 5th grade 

children on Sunday mornings in addition to nursery.  We are asking that parents sign 

their children up for the weeks they plan to attend.  For the month of May, we will 

meet May 2, 9, 16 and 30.   

 

DIRT 

Our preK through 5th grade children are meeting each Tuesday from 4:30-6:00pm 

for DIRT.  The group will continue to meet each Tuesday in May. For the month of 

May, our focus will be “Love is Kind.” Come out and join us! Contact Mary Taylor 

or Beth if you’d like to join us.  

 

Pentecost Celebration! 

Children and their families are invited to join us in the Picnic Shelter on Sunday,  

May 23 at 9:45am for a Pentecost Celebration.  All are encouraged to wear red and 

to come out and celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit!  We will have delicious treats 

for all! 

 

On the Move Camp 

Rising 4th through 6th graders are invited to participate in our On the Move 

camp.  The camp will take place Monday, June 14 through Wednesday, June 16. 

It will run from 9:00am to 4:00pm each day.  The cost is $60. Contact Mary 

Taylor if you’re interested in signing up! 

 

Mark your calendars! 

We will host Vacation Bible School this summer!  Mark your calendars for Sunday, 

August 1 through Wednesday, August 4. More details will be out soon.  

Registration will open June 1. If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Mary Taylor 

or Marci Bruno.  



May | Volume 2021, No. 5 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

Youth Ministry Maple Springs Life 
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On Sunday, April 18, the youth took part in our second “Adopt A 

Street” service project. In the beginning of 2021, we adopted 

Fairlawn Drive. Nineteen people gathered to care for the creation 

that we have been given. We chose this day to also remember the 

celebration of Earth Day on Thursday, April 22.   



Maple Springs Life Creation Care  
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United Methodist Creation Justice Movement* 

Tips for May 2021 

  

Pollinators, including bees, wasps, butterflies, are crucial 

for growing more than one-third of the food we 

eat. They feed us—we need to feed them! Cut 

down or eliminate pesticide use and plant native 

flowers, trees, shrubs, perennials, vines, and herbs to 

feed those who feed us. 

  

Go outside every day you can! Experience and research show that spending time in nature is healing. 

Look closely at seedlings sprouting, blossoms opening, and the renewal of green. Praise God for His bounty 

and be sure to share the joy with others. 

  

Our choices to steer clear of single-use plastics matter! Keep up the good work, and then increase your 

impact by urging your members of Congress (find them at congress.gov) to support the Break Free From 

Plastic Pollution Act of 2021. Laws are essential to change the systems that harm Earth and God’s creatures, 

including marine life. Raise your voice! 

  

Don’t send outdated technology items to a landfill! For a small fee, recycle your CDs, DVDs, 

video/audio tapes, hard drives, zip/floppy discs, pagers, digital cameras, slides, Super 8s, 35 mm film, mice, 

modem, headphones, etc. through GreenDisk’s Technotrash Pack-IT Service (greendisk.com). 

  

Would you want a landfill close to your home? Not me! Consider the smell, the toxic greenhouse gases, the 
trucks rolling by, and who would? In addition to the environmental issues, landfills are also a justice issue. 

Studies show such sites are more frequently located near people in poverty and people of color, despite their 

protests. It’s time to stop that practice. So, avoid filling God’s earth with trash and speak up against this 

practice of environmental and racial injustice. 

  

Switch to online subscriptions for newspapers and magazines. Even though these could be Reused 

(passed along to another reader) or Recycled, it’s better to move up the R-scale to Reduce. You can save 

some trees and also possibly cut down on single-use plastic wrappings. 

  

Add new wallpaper to your computer with one or more photos of God’s creation to enjoy the grand 

diversity, beauty, and fragility of His plants, animals, landscapes, and bodies of water. Each day, as you begin 

your computer tasks, say a brief prayer of thanksgiving and resolve. Use your own photos or find free ones 

at pexels.com or unsplash.com.  

  

Exchange your plastic shower curtain for an eco-friendly cotton, linen, hemp, or bamboo curtain that 

can be laundered rather than thrown out when it becomes moldy. Plastic curtains emit toxic chemicals into 

the air (that strong smell inside the package) and into the water as you shower, as well as into the landfills 

where they end up. The other options are better for you and for the earth. 
 

*The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement is providing these Tips as a tool  
to equip church members, individuals, and families to respond to God’s call  

to care for creation and do justice with our neighbors. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=2251d88b4a&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=d4934f4ac6&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=d4934f4ac6&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=9bf84f9e09&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=c8be01db98&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=06ed4aad0d&e=23c7d94b51
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=f109c6c602&e=23c7d94b51
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Calling All Artists! 

Have you ever visited the Maple Springs Art Gallery?  Original paintings by members of our 

church are on display in the hallway outside the offices of Pastor Dan and Pastor Sylvia.  The 

artists include our very own Charlotte Alwine, Ann Butner, Lib Elliott, Billy Hunter, and Virginia 

Maultsby.  Do you have any art you would like to exhibit?  If so, contact Catherine Davis in the 

church office at 336-722-7563 or email her at catherine@maplesprings.org. 

 

Our Worship streams had a makeover and now include text and pictures, 

providing a more fruitful online worship experience.  So far, 4 people have 

been trained and 2 more will be trained soon.  Now, we need at least 2 

more volunteers to learn how to operate our new, mini TV 

studio.  Anyone can be trained.  If you can turn on a power strip and a 

computer, bring up an internet browser and count to 10…you’re 

qualified!   Part of the training involves 1 to 2 hours of individual training, a 

little practice and Sunday morning observation.  You’ll be supervised until you are comfortable with the 

entire process.  If you are interested in this important work, contact Dennis Raley (dlraley1@gmail.com) or 

Catherine Davis (catherine@maplepsrings.org). 

Pictures from the  

Chinese Outdoor Worship Service 

on Easter Sunday 

April 4, 2021 



 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  to  

Rev. Bob Huffman  

on the passing of his wife,  

Letha “Lee” Flynn Huffman,  

on April 9 

Memorials Maple Springs Life 
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In memory of Mary Jo Lee 

by Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

 

In memory of Linda Morton 

by Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

In memory of Lorene Shelor 

for the Music Fund 

by 

Steve & Patricia Anthony 

Lynda Byrum 

Margaret Casey 

AQ & Elizabeth Cook 

Howard & Lois Miller 

 

 

In memory of Ruth Tuttle 

by Larry & Susie Gordon 

 

In memory of Ann Butner 

for the Food Pantry 

by Dot Atkinson 

 

In memory of Everette & Ann Butner 

by Billy Hunter 

 

In memory of Everette & Ann Butner 

for the Food Pantry 

by 

AQ & Elizabeth Cook 

Robert & Cindy Davis 

Susie & Larry Gordon 

Harold & Sylvia Gritton 

Ellen Kirby 

Mary Mickey 

Nancy Moore 

Kent & Candy Shumate 

Sharon Smitherman 

Paul & Barbara Wyatt 



May Birthdays and Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

13 Jane Lovette 

13 Mike Parker 

14 Evan Kline 

14 Nicholas Blutreich 

16 Ann Tucker 

16 Trevor Gordon 

16 Evelyn Ochs 

16 Stephen Livengood 

16 Andrew Hobson 

17 Donna Edwards 

17 Tim Dalton 

19 Eddie Hardin 

19 Monica Guy 

20 Allison Kelly 

21 Kirby Robinson 

22 Tevin Horne 

23 Teresa Porter 

23 Aki Plemmons 

24 Billy Hunter 

24 Ashley Favors 

25 Pat Craver 

25 Deb Dougherty 

25 Peter Venable 

25 Will Jackson 

26 Amy Samuda 

27 Joanna Bailey 

27 Sandra Kupsky 

27 Kelsey Wilson 

27 Steve Vaught 

28 Brenda Outen 

28 Phil Teague 

28 Julie Wagoner 

28 Maggie Richmond 

29 Margaret Casey 

29 Marlie Easter 

29 Rick Busch 

30 Mickey Sprinkle 

31 Iselle Longman 

31 Kaylin Burleson 

 

1 Joe & Patty Winfrey 

1 Dick & Karen Hedrick 

11 Andy & Vicky Deng 

15 Ben & Amelia Stansberry 

16 Matt & Elizabeth Honeycutt 

16 Jim & Dot Morton 

18 Mike & Ellen Young 

20 Jack & Marilyn Miller 

21 Keith & Karen Shore 

22 Paul & Monica Guy 

23 Billy & Kelly Cunningham 

24 Deon & Carmen Strickland 

25 Brad & Jennifer Poindexter 

30 Tory & Julie Wagoner 

31 Steven & Ann Tucker 

 

1 Abbey Nagle 

1 Danny Bruno 

2 Michael Rembisz 

2 Elinor Starling 

3 Susan Moorefield 

3 Emily Winfrey 

3 Betty Linn 

3 Jayson Snipes 

4 Nancy Smith 

4 Glenda Ann Talley 

4 Liz Bates 

4 Matt Honeycutt 

5 William Hart 

5 Vivian Sheppard 

6 Connie Rhoads 

6 Michelle Soyars 

6 Beth Kline 

6 Tim LaCroix 

7 Bradley Rominger 

7 Greg Plemmons 

8 Katie Sprinkle 

9 Matt Green 

9 Kaleb Hargreaves 

12 Steve Anthony 

12 Lillian Livengood 

13 Jeff Angel 

Did we miss your birthday or 

anniversary?  

Please call Catherine in the 

church office at  

336-722-7563  

or email her at  

catherine@maplesprings.org  

and let her know. 
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Times: 
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Sunday School 9:55am 

 


